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ERRATA, 
PAG. 
40. §1h line from bottom for " married at Berhampur" read “ married most 
probably in Calcutta,” 
3tst line from top. Like Karma Devas these words should come In 
after “made of bees” printed corgi ES 10 on opposite page, 
65. oth line from top. After" represent” add * either.” 7 
67. 2ist, , » For oilgrim” read “ author.” 
67. 23rd omit "he also states that | | 
67. j2nd line omit “ among others to Ma Tuan-lin” 
33. «5th line from bottom. For “ Law” read “ Low," 
34. 21st and 22nd lines from top For " Laycock “ read “ Lacock." = 
34. 22nd line from top. For “Ivray” read “Ivory.” 
36 Note —"I presume this was the second daughter of the writer.’ Sub- 
stitute “Charlotte, born 1813, married J, A, Crawford.” 
and line of Note 6, For* Law” read * Low.” 
Sth line of Note 7, “Charlotte" wife of Richmond Thackeray. 
(This is a mistake : that lady's name was Anne.) 
137. 13th line from bottom. For “Haltred* read “ Halhed.” 
138 th line of Note 12, After " Burlton" add” Bennet.” 
164. 27st re Bry the top. “ Shortly alter writing the following letter hie 
id ie My 
This is@ mistake. Sydney Grier writes to the Editor ::" If 1 may 
quote from an article of mins-on the Vellore Matiny, as yet un- 
published the (Editor of the Watiewal Rewiew in which it ls to appear 
gives permission for these facts to appear in your pages, in view of 
the interest of the subject). | | . 
“Early in Hastings" Indian career, when he was at Morshidabad in 
1759, Randolph Marriott, resident at Balasore, appears as one of his 
familiar correspondents, Marriot must have retired early, forin. 1770 
he writes from England to tell of his marriage. For many years 
his letters are few and far between, but in view of the cordial tone 
of the correspondence when it is resumed iri 1806, and of the fact 
that his youngest son seems to have been a godson of Mrs: Hastings, 
it is clear that the friendship must have been interrupted. ~~ 









" Thomas Marriott, the eldest son, was appointed guardian of the remain. 
ing widows and children of Tipu Saliib at Vel , when he had been 


hfteen years in India. In the article, | trace as far as possible—the 
records are extremely fragmentary—his adventures du ng the revalt, 
Randolph Marriott is a very old man in 606, and this before the 





Vellore corresporlence ends in 1807, his widow sending Hastings 
the last copies of her son's letter, He must evideritly have returned 
to India after his marriage, as you find him at Balasore in 4780, and 
the fact that place is so near Calcutta may be the reason why he does 
not stem to have written to Hastings ye so long. I may mention 
that there can be no doubt that the writerof the early and the late 
Randolph Murriott’s' letters ia the same, as the writing fs very 
peculiar atid distinctive.” i 
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Some FursGer Letters of Wferander 
Effiot. 


est the Leaves from the Editor's Note Book of Vol. U1 the career 
Tr of Alexander Elfiot, the younger brother of the fet Lord 
Minto and the friend of Warren Hastings, was sketched, 
and! a nomber of original docaments relating to Elliot and 
his important, but uncompleted, missian to the Marathas 

= Were published (or the first time. The story of the capture 
of Monsieur Chevalier at Cuttack has been told i the same place A few 
months ago the Editor requested Miss " Sydney Grice" to investigate once 
more the Warren Hastings’ manuscripts at the British Museum, and if the 
letters of Alexander Elliot therein preserved were not so numerous as to 
render their publication in Bengal: Past ani Present too costly a project, 
to procure the services of an expert copyist, and have the fetters copied, 
Miss" Sydney Grier," whose enthusiasm for ail that pertains to the history 
ofthe “Great Proconsul" and whose «kil! in dealing with records of the 
. Period are so’ well known, most kindly undertook. this task, and, as tlie 

Elliot letters proved to be few in number, Miss Alice Mayes was engaged 
to copy tiem, 

The first of the letters belongs to Alexander, Elliot’s vovace home 
in 1775, when he !eft Calcutta entrusted with the task of publishing the 
proceedings at the two trials of Nanda Kumar, 

The second, written after his return from England, throws some light on 
the complications connected with the appointment of Wheler to the Council, 
and. the amusing manceyvres of the Governor-General on the one hand and 
Philip Francis on the other to secore Wheler's support at the Council board. 
These letters must be read in connection with what lias been weltten on the 
subject in Sempal: Past and Presenz, Vol, 1. | 

Elliot's handwriting is hurried and often - difficult te read, and, save fos 
full stops, his punctuation is almost nil, Miss Mayes has dove ber work 
with scientific fidelity, but, in the interests of the readér, | have ventured to 
insert a few commas in sentences which without their addition would be 
complicated, and | liave also reduced the number of Capita) Metters.* 

__® For the'Semellt of tenders in England, not aoqtainted with Anglo-Tnilan \erma, the leliowing 


ssords ib there letter may be dhun explained — 
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‘Cars or Goop (lors, 
MA December 177%. 
Brit, Museo Add. 85. 29296 £1, 334. 
Hon'uLs Sra, 

Dalid thysell the pleasure of nddressiny you from the Mauriting, We have had bots 
Very indilfereit pacsaye from that Ielaind io thie place, ond, os the ablg sails hint wlowly, 
I fear we aball not afrive in Einyland till afier the perind in which it ly probable the Adminis. 
tration will detertnine mpon East Unilin affairs The Aston called from hence in 

anda French anow that arrived here yesterday informs ba that she spoke to her io the north. 
ward of the Line in (he wanth of Oetober, o7 that she hes by no means Rahs hon Sveaee. 
1 shall write you co Europe news, because the abip by which my fetter #{ll be cons 
give you much later intelligence than we can posabty have at this time. There are ne 
Freock ships arrived sinre ns, They stiled from Por L'Ojient in the month of August, 
but though I have taken the greatest pains to inform myself rem thely officers of Indian 
news, L can obtaln no aullefectory intelligence. They in general. day shit they heard oo 
mention made of any. Uispotes lp ove Councila on any ep taken elthor by Administration 
OF the Company relative to India, and that they “wuld most undoubtedly have kerr had 
any strong teaore betr adopted oy any great nolse been taude in England, The #riftea 
Ming must have arrived long before their departure, but | canned much depend uport what 
they say a9 they do pot appear very Erbtedliygamssit, 
Petrie is here and ie to be my fellow passenger home, he hag shewn ove part of a better 
written by biowelf to pou on tbe aubject of the French preparations for rendering the flag of 
their monarch respectable |in India, His opportunities for nbtainmg an insight mio then 
situation were moch hetter than mine, atid | donot find myself capable of adding anything 
to hia information. 

Count D'Annoph has been here in hie way to Europe, and, { am informed, behaved in » 
very ridicolins mamuet. Major de Prebo, the Commandant-of the Dutch woops; to.wkom I 
wai recommeniied by Mr. Stewart, was a very intimate fiend of General Clavering’s in 
Germany and is still hie correspondent. ‘The General has written him a full account of what 
passed between him anil the Count appealmy to him forthe wath of certain facts: reflecting 
open the character af the Count. The Major dectares thar he always cousidersd him 
a4 an adventurer and ay 4 man who hod lost the affections of a noble family of which he is a 
member, |-cannct biwerer find ont whether be hus absotutely supported the truth of the 
Geseral's assertiond ov avoided making any positive declaration. I helieve the later, and as he 

Dawkew Mall Serrice : pretal cones, 

Pringles = Europes, 

Chotte= Blarkwesil af ' one hineth port” Gemanded by the AM 
districts unplumderesd. 
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appears to be scqmainted with my comnections, and consequently dnes not consider me at 3. 
Rined fo Llama Raieeete 5 he talks to me opon the subject with @ visible cantion. 
l bave the honour io he 
Hon'ble Sir, 
Tour tioat Obedt humble Serv 


: ALEX, ELtLior. 
f.3,—Cam. Rees eails tomorow, 


Mea tl, 
CUDSEREB, Me pie Drermber, 0777. 
Al¥Y Dear Sir. 
| arrived here yeaterday morning and found that nobédy hat joined Mc. Wheler since 
hia arrival, a Mr. Watts excepted, wha haa been from Calcutta upwards of a month. 1 had 
an hour's conversation with hit, and though I donot desite you to depend exactly. upon 
what passed as the ling he certainly will take, | ani bappy to tell you that aa fay oa words go 
he is Inclined to Peace not to be your Inend. | taa over the great Departmenti of the 
Goverment aid painted the picture of a thiuriahimg Country antl a seciire Admimistration: 
[ persiaded him [I think that nothing bor aystem could authorse opposition lo your 
meéasives, gronndiny this opition more upol the WondgHation of any yreat questions which 
arose frat the good order to which the affairs of Goverament were how reduced, than to 
your being right in any debates which tisy have arisen. The resuli-of omer comeriation 
Was that be biinsel! slarted) two ideas, aod of bringing about an imire conciliation between 
every Member of ihe Ailiministratinn, and the other, if that atnuld fall, which he sexins fo 
think cannot be the case, of giving & canilicl opinion ipod questinnea which may be hrought 
before bim a4 a Member of the Government whthout giving bla consent to questions uncon: 
nected wilh the currency of Business, | miean questiony Lending Ww retrospect. | posted 
him morg upan the subject of thn Resigualion* than he pushed me, kacwing that « com- 
pluinant hia at least more couruye than one ov his defence | hive the sailsfaction jo 
well you that he disapproves totally of the conduct held by Sir J. Cluvering and Fradcis, 
and agrees with me (hut had, Sir Jo. Clavering been on Use mpot, tue ust luve decided 
Ayalinst his brother, Nay, le uwcknowledyes that you were: under oe fio 1 resign for a (welee 
month after the attival of the mews of Macleane’s acy, aul thar lt was generally understood 
10 is England, though it was thooglit, (you avowed Macleane's powers, that yor wault have 
resigned immedeately upon bis arrlivalt oF a9 aodd after a4 Convenience would aulniit. 
A curiqus circumstance has come to my knowledge since | came down here which waa 
carefully concealed at home My, Whaler came so India wheat any Cuamission at all, 
for ho received a letter from the Treasury by 4 Vessel which jrmmuued the Purriaud to sea 
and caught her some days after abe salleil, enjolning hints teslen his appolntatmnt ty 
mitered ty the vacuncy. pocadigmed. by your Resignation tut forwarding hitd so Commianion, 
He soanie to Conuidey me as hia Guardian Angel who hus placed bin at the Council 
Board, and \t is very certain dhat, had no later Despaich arrived in tndle than thore jn his 
ows Ship, he ama. wi have taken his Seal b learnt this from Sir, Watts before | 








* Tu be ihe esis oii ul, J Naslesae dosih y Aaatnsldlend ay bwsadtng'y becklal(, act 


whieh Hautingy repruckinieal 
Pie Whoelers astifal, 
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boarded the Portlamd, anil | think lt gave me an advantage which 1 should mot otherwise 
have bad, for he had beer for siz monthe so very uneasy uniler the idea of coming 10 
India ta count bis fingers for some months, drat my Information relieved hin: from a load of 
anxiety. His general declaration ia that he did mot come jo India to oppose you, that 
le did oppose you in England, but (speaking 10 me) that | knw the nature of political 
opposition too well to suppose |t proceeded from any personal enenity or Ol! will to Mr. 
Hastings or Mr, Barwell One thing, however, | must observe that he has pet seen an 
one but myself Mr. Plowden* ie not yet arrived from Calcotta. A Letter is just arrived 
from Mr. Francis, what lt contains | know not bat | have no apprehension from a letter. 
The impression that Peace isa bed of poses and hostility a bed of thorns seems. too 
strong on his mind to be removed by a Letter. | have sand to him that though we have 
had no tate winlewe dissention in Council, and, though Mr, Francis has given ws reason 
to hope that he too is inclineable to more quiet than haz been enjoyed by ths Country 
for some years, yet that Ht # more than possible if be has amy opening to hope assistance 
from Mr. Wheler he may revive our old dispotes—and may paint the Company's situation 
as declining. | 

| have furnished him with two or three questions upon the state of our Treasury or 
Receipts and Disbursements and Owde Subsidy, which he says, if Mr. Francis answers in 
the affirmative ot if he afterwards fins to be fairly stared by me, he cost be of opimon 
that there can be po great ground of opposition to your Government The Madrass 
Husiness he seemed to apprehend most. | have before explained this to you by informing 
you that he was the active man in Leadentall Street in sending Ld. Pigot and in disliking 
ihe Nubok. This sebject shall be the subject of conversaion when we meet at any ute 
it laa distant object aad camot interfere with present of proposition of being on good terms 
ab publreck men 

fam forced to note you these few fines with Mr and Mrs: Wheler looking me ip the 
face, and | can vearcely persuade myself that they do not know what I am writing. My 
emitie canoct therefore be very accurate. Mr. Wheler consented to my writing bo you 
to seod carriages to Badge Bailge, and this he \s to suppose fille upwards of two sheets of 
paper? Will you be so geod as jo send a carriage for four Teople which is all that will he 
wanted. L de not wish to part with them ull we get to Budge Budge, as | wish to see 
shether there will he ary alteration after he haz seen Flowden and Mr, Francis, who it bs 


said je coming down, besides | find myself extremely well in Mrs, Wlhialer's Company, 


1 have the honour to be 
Your ever faiihfol and humble servant, 
ALEX, Exntor. 
The remaining Letters belong to Eliiwt's Mission to the Maratha Court 
AL Nagpur, 


mo, Ff. 
Adil, MSS. agrat, f. tog. 


CUTTACE, art, faly appt 
Ho aLe Sin, 
; wrote you «few Lines from Halisore on the 75 Of the Gionth, and meniloned tn my 
Letter that 1 hoped to be here in. go hours! | have been dreadfully disappointed ax t only 
* The Baal Min Whaler was a Chichely Plrwden. a Tae 
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arrived yesterday evening. The delay was occatione: partly by the everflowing’ of the 
Country and the *ant of Boats an Nullahs, which wore swelled by the rains to deep rivers, 
aod still more by the departure of the Bearers from the different chokles before my arrival. 
t have not, however, any grest reason 19 complain on the whole, ae { have just been nine 
days from Calcutta to thie pluce which considering the bad season of the year la rather 
expeditious than otherwise. | told you in the mote | wrote from fulisore that Mr, Chevalier 
wus vertainly at Cuttack, and that | should exert myself to selxe him: | mean to confine 
myself ta this Lewer intirely to this subject. 

On my arrival at Balisore | learnt from Mr, Marriot,” that nwo frenchmen on horseback 
bad arrived from Bengal about five days before ; that on their arrival they went to the house 
of the Danish Resident and sending for Monsr, Sanson accompanied him from thence to 
the french Factory next morning. That he received certain information from his Hircarrahs 
that Mr. Chevalier was of the Company and sent a man who was perfectly acquainted with 
Chevalier's person to txamine the travellers, That he learnt from him that Mr."Chevalier 

was pot one of the two Geatlemen but that he hacl seen him in the french Factory dressed 
it the hahit of a Masailman and with his face blacked. Mr. Mactlot further informed 
me that he had sent avain and that there could sot be the least doubt of Chevalier's being 
there in the dress above described, and that one of the two frenchren on horseback 
wat his coach man. ‘They set off from Balisore according to Mr. Marriot's account about 
the twenty-second of the moath, Mr. Chevalier mot mounting any of the horses but 
walking like a Peon near them, | had notfrom the manner in which Mr. Marriot gare 
me the information the smallese dowbt of Mr. Chevaller’s being in Company with the 
frenchinen, bit whas left it inmy opinion without « doubt was a tote which Mr. Marriot 
shewed me written to him by Mr, Sanson, the french Resident at Bulisore, just before 
hie departure in which be earnestly entreats him w give him a credit on Cattack 
for & thousand Rupees promising him Hills apon Chandernagore, Chinteura or Serampore 
ashe might chuse. He uses. words to this effect to induce him to lend him the money— 
“You need have no apprehensions on the subject of your money as you amst be sensible 
{do not borrow ition mry-own accounl.” | had brought with me a Havildar ami twelve 
Sepoys from Midnapore, partly from an apprehension that Moner, Sanson, who was 
represented to me as.attended with some Sepoys and anned Fens, might think it worth 
while to interrupt ory journey, and partly intending to make him prisoner, if l cold obtain the 
Vhautedars leave, sim of them arrived at the moment | sent away your Letter, and I directed 
them to make the bes} of their way to Cuttack, leaving directions of Halisore for the rest 

to follow: immediately upon them arrival ; when 1 left Balisore | expected to have arrived 
at Cuttack three days sonner than the Sepoys, but, from the causes mentioned in the 
preceding part of my Letter, the Sepoys overtook our palaukeens about fifteen coas 
from Cattack, where Mr, Farquhar and ovyself quitted the palankeens and went on to 
Cuttack as well as we coold with the Sepoys, Upou our arrival { found the franchmen 
had taken op their residence in the publick cutcherree of the town and had not quitted 
Cuttack. U likewise learnt from Mr. James Anderson thar Rajah Ram Pundit, tho Naib 
Naboh, tad teceived o letier from you desiring him to selene them, ot at least mot to 
permit them to quit Cuttack till they should receive orders. from Nagpore, nod that he had 
determined upon the hist alternative. lt appeared Wkewise that whe french Gentlemen bad 
repeatedly applied fox permission to wait upon the Naboband the Dewan which hud been 
as often refieed them and that the Kayah or Nabob, tor he bears both titles, had given orders 








* For a notice nf Randolph Mastiott See Segal ~ act ant Frisim, Vol, vi. 37. 
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to all the manjecs apthe gouts oot to carry any Europeans across the river without his 
express permission. | waited ppon the Nabob, who had assembled a ful) Dorhar to receive 
me oo the Evening of my arrival, vot seeing the french Gentlemen in the open curcherres 
as | went by, | thought 1) beer to say nothing to the Nabeb about whem, wll | could. know 
for.certain whether Chevalier was amongst them or not, as serang them should he happen to 
he absent, which be probably would be a1 the time the whole town wee io a bustle on account 
of my arrwal, woold render him more cautious if concealed in Cuttack | told Rajah Rum 
that | menont the visit merely as o visit of Ceremony, snd that | should wait-upon tim as 
this moming upon business. [ made all the enquires which my sttudtion here will admit of 
whetter Mr Chevalier ta with the otber french Gentlemen or not, and om very well satisfied 
thal he haa not taken op his quarters in the cotcherter, nay | very moch fear if he wos ever 
with them thal he parted company before they reached Cuttack. Mr. Marrioi seni ten 
Hircartaha to watch them from Balisore They ore now here and | have questinned ihem. 
They followed the party a1 some little distance ond always alept in the some villaye ‘with 
the frenchinen. They saw oome of the servants who appeared io them to resemble a 
freochinai or a European in disguine- They never in the cousse of the jourmoy observed 
that any af the frenchman dismounted to let a servant de hia hore and they had 20 more 
than the three horses on which the frenchmen rode They never perceived though they 
dfien saw the three Ereuchmen eat, that any of the native aervante eat with them. | 
mumine”d the boatman who brought the frenchmen across the Maheb River who must have 
had them is Mia beat for upwards of as hour and a Nalf, and he says that all the party 
horsey and servants crossed in his boat at (he stine time and that he did not perceive that 
any of the native servants looked like a Europea in disguise Masnram, « Hircarreh, 
whom | got from you, knowing Me. ‘(Chevaliers person perfectly, (sent hire early this 
moming to examiod the countenances of the franch (Gentlemen and their servants, he @ 
returned and assires me that Mr, Chevalier is not ut ihe cutcherree either in Earopean or 
Hindostan ¢cloathes, bus what makes me still tore apprehend « mistake m Adtr. Marriot, as 
yo the persons af the frenchimen a that.ene of Att. Anierso's Hircanmhs dectares that’ he 
was at Chanidernagure for tenor twelve days within these four manths and knows both 
the persan of Mr. Chevaller and of hit Coachman and that the Coachman is aot one of the 
three french Gentlemen. He says he bas seen all Mr, Chevaliers horses at Chandernagoro 
and that neither of the two horses which came trom Bengal were of his Stable, deed froin 
the account | have of them they are little better than tattoos =| have now only one possihte 
chance of discovering whether Chevalier waa with the party when jt left Halisore or where 
he has taken up hia residence if he came the length of Curtack with them—and that js by 
gaining one of the servants in their suite, This would certainly be the most effectual manner 
od gaining surhetiick intelligence of him, but aa itty the leart likely ube mttended, with 
iiccess, anh ay it is mont than probable that ihe servant, either upon principles of fidelity 
oF te gain cree with hid present cmstend, will betray mete them and oot ihem ww me, and 
wa they will by thia means become acquainted with my designe and conseyvently be upon 
theit Guard, | have deferred to tbe last. | have now, however, directed a Manahee who ip 
stationed here to attend the Dawke, and whe appearsto he a very intelligent and clever man 
bea mitheryst carte Gf thee Pons, and shall ino few hoarse know the effect of hie negocinuon, 1 
have jt the meantine sito mesge to the Nabob wm ewan iforaume them that} can 
nia wilt “pan. the tithe evening. As to the French Gentlemen bem an view Guacd 
it a of ty further consequence than that Mr. Ghevales, \ actually in Catch, woold take 
more precwuiion to conceal himealf [can scercely donb from the striking resemblauce-there 
ia between the description | remember ta have beard of Mr. chevaliere party before | left 
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Calcitti and af the party now. at Cuttack, thar he nrigmally, wag In company with the two 
Frenchmen who joined Me. Sanson at Halizore, be T very much doubt his having ever come 
to Cunsek, I however, he did, he ie oot pow with them but je either gone forward of taken 
np his residente in socie hotee where be has met with protection. When I have completed 
my enquired, 1 ani to decide what T shall do when [ see: the Nabob this evening, whether 
I shall obtain hie permission to seize the three frenchmen which [should not do, 1 oppre- 
hend without some difficuliy, asthey have written to Nagpore in consequence of your Lever 
for Orders tn the theantime they promise that the three Gentlemen shall not be permitted 
wi quit the Killeh, in which the cuteberres is, till they recewe on amewer from Rajah 
Moodnjee Boonslah. There is one very cirong objection to my seimg them, which js the 
Uifirilty or miher | ahoulilany the impossibility of sending them to Halisore, without a 
larger party of Sepoys than | have. Mr. Farquhar and myself, fier we quitted our palankeené 
were frequently obliged in wade i) bo our middle: and were once or twice ala 
that we should have been under the neceselty of swimming actnsé the Nullahe If I had 
been fortunate enough to seize Mr, Chevalier, t should have thought It worth while to write 
to Ganjam for s party of Sepoys and an olficer, but for three poor wanderitig frenchmen 
) dees ht appear worth while to hold a long debate with the Naboband Dewan w do 
what wé have ne right to expect (hey shoul: do, to lose (wo or three days on my journey 
anil to make an officer and party of Sepoys march from Ganjam to this place through the 
Mahratiah country, | shall, howeves, decide this point when my enquiries are ¢ompleted 
and do cryself the honor of addressing yon by to-morrow's dawke 
i have the honor ro be, 
Hon'ble Sir, 
Your moat obedt., 
Most humble Servt, 
ALEx, E.por, 
No. VY. 
Add: MSS. gigs, f ros 
CUTTACK, 315t July 1778 
My DEAR Sis, 

The Daowke is this moment going out | have serolled you 4 long Letter with an 
official address that you may lay it before the Board if you think it-of comsequence mongh 
ov if appears to have been expected thal I abould send you Chevalier from Cutiack,—I 
wish you would Uo it for the eike of my credit. 

1 have already delayed the Dawke ball wn hour wréady and must conclyile. 

Yours faithful Servr., 
A. ELLIOT. 


CUTTACK, (ie sad August 1775. 
uw Add: MES, 2grgt, fap. 
Add; MSS. aotyt, b ata 
My Dean Sin, 

I wrote you an accoutit of all I had done about the Frenth gentlemen the day before 
yesterday, My Publick Letter will inform you of the rest. The evidence of the Halisore 
Peons and Gaut Mutijee hax turned out to be better thas that of the Hircarrahs | employed, 
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fox Chevalier anct his Coachman were lwo of the three Frenchmen in thelr own clanths. reboap 
Rani Punclit was tore averse to the seleure than ie expressed in my Publick Letter, and 4 
have not effected |t without disbursing Eight or Nior Thouand Rupees, Of this you shall 
huve amore purtivdlus account Tt must be carried to the head of secret service money, 
| have only tad time to yrite you the Publick Letter ebich yoes by this Dawke To-tronny 
P wlll do myself the hemor of addressing you more fully, Everybody in this Town appear 
clear of Rajah Moodayee's jriendly inclinations towards you, and think | shall succeed in my 
negociations, the nature af which they are very anxious te know. Hurdaram, the Dewan, la 
much the most stnaible man here and high in (avoor at Nagpore. | have eaid tendes things 
to him, and hope Dhare gained his friendship. Thedeley hurts memnch tu it i inevitable, 
| night 2s well travel over the deserts of Arabia without water as to Nagpore without all | 
take, and it cannot be done sooner. There is @ ridiculoas idea in Rajah Ram's. little 
Durbar, which however | could with had not existed even withihem itis that tam, gong 
to Nagpore to give back to Moodagee the Annual Chonte | hope this idea takes ite rise 
in the ignorance of x provincial Council and that we shall bear nothing of jtat ihe Sudder. 
They are all clear that | chowld get to Nagpore sooner by Chicacole than by Tonepore, but 
Lhave no passport and my instractions traodated into Persian would not read wel! ot 
Hydrahad. 
1 enclose you a Letter from Mr Chevalier likewise one for Mrs, Chevalier which, | dure 
say and hope, will not be opened, 
I have the honor to be, 
My Dear Sir, 
Vour faithful Servi, 
ALex. Ettior, 
No. Vi. 
CUTTACK, Amgust 50h, 1778. 
My Dean Sm, 
You have received several Letters from me-since my-arrival here prmcipaily relatiny to 
Mr, Chevalier and his Companions. | shall close this subject for the present by lnforming 
you that they leave Curtack to-morrow, and will probably be in Calcutta in a fortipht, 
i shall now inform you of what1s more material and relates immediately to my Commntission, 
When t arnved here, | found that no one preparation had been made for my Journey 
by Rajah Ram Mundit or the Dewan, twas a good ceal disappointed, but it was my business 
to make the best of things as they were without complaming of peglects which I ‘could oor 
remedy; and | entered into the subject on my second visit. ‘They said that one hundred 
horse were absolutely necessary 5 the road was not without danger. It was held Impossible 
to make the journey without tents forthe Bearers, Servants and Coolles, as we should he 
three and four days without mesting with a village. An Oordoo® or Uttle Buror was for 
the same reason necessary. |! found them very backward for the two first days in: 
determining what borse should accompany me. On the third my Mumshee, who ts a Hinds, 
coming up, they sent for him and opened themselves erore fully to him ‘They said they were 
ashamed to tell tne their situation, but that they were ota oss how to act, ‘That they had 
received Letters from you enn them to send on Escort with me and to prepare Tents, ete. 





’ © Oris rei, the Torkd name for the Sindasaal idkntiel emety Laos the comp af « Teatas 
Koac, sau id (be same ws var word ‘Horde,’ Mence Ordoodmear=Camp markety 
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That they had immediately written 19 Nagpore on the subject, but could mot for a com 
mieruble time receive anawers to thel: Ceyters, That 1 was arvived and presed them to 
let me proceed, and that |) was thelr desire to comply with my wishes) but that they 
were rnach afrakl that they would God it very difficull to send any horse with ine, without 
which, they ‘thing ht le uusale foy Europeans te go that road) That they were withaut 
money, curl that na Sowar would leave Oriesa without having thelr arreare of pay dis- 
charged and an advance for four months; that they did ot know how fu aajae 
Moeodayee would approve of thelr sending his troops from Orissa at this time They con 
é\uded, however, with sounding whether be kuew whether it «as ssusslsd Vat ie Beis 
Government shoult pay the Troops that were to accompany wie, or whether | would be 
ai the expence, As soon aa] heard what had passed between them and the Munshes, 
(cent him back to sig at ance thar | would pay the hundred horse; ff a bundreil was 
pRceesary, and woold purchase Ure tents which they had likewise mentioned, provided 
they would bes mé have them aut of their stores ready made When he informed 
them of this, they calculated the sum whirh was due to the horsemen for arreari of six 
months and an advance of four, aml seemed, thonyh with daulus, be imagine that | bad 
agreed to pay | This wes such extortion sand would haye amounted to ao large a 
warm, that It was entirely aut of the question ; and, without appearing to be angry, 1 told then: 
Ene Linse:-eeeneiien nid byt a etree Ee road and that! was determined to bire 
twenty Aertamdacces and proceed on the journey withont troubling them forany escort. 
They stktiol 8. geod eal alarmed at this, aod have sent me word that a Paghah or Sirdar 
will wait upon me to-day, who is appointed to accompany me to Nagpore. They have not yet 
let me know how they mean me to settle with him, tut I inagime that lt will be expected that L 
shall pay him and his Troop doting their services ahoatmy person, This | shall certainly 
agree to without the emallest hesitation—and | will oblige them to decide upon it thie 
evening. or will certainly set off witha fow hired Pertwardasses, ‘1 have since my arrival 
here had S09 many opportunities: al observing their avidity for money that | cannot 
place thelr conduct in this bominess to any other account, | have been, hnwever, 
a gomt deal glarmed by beimg told by a shroit that Rajah Ram Pundit said to the 
Treasurer. that he would endeavour fo delay our departure uli Letters should te 
received on the subject of my Mission from Nagpore. / am now, however, very well 
convinced thnl, if be ever had such an idea, be hos dropped it, and) I promise myself that 
the longest stay we shall make here will be five days. | cannot, however, express to you 
how much this delay hurts me. ‘The only comfort I have ia that [am totally blameless, for 

have not since my arrival left anything andone which could be done to forward our 
journey. Our palankeens are not yet arrived though we have been here five days, 

t hove made every enquiry ubout the road, and [ most not flatter you with bopes of 
ow reaching Nagpore in less than five weeks afer we leave Cuttack. A troop of horse left 
this fast year precisely at this time of the year and walted on the banks of a Nuliah six 
weeks, before it was fordable, by which means they did not reach Nagpore in jess than three 
months, Last year, however, was most uncommonly ramy and such an accident js not to be 
apprehended in general. 

t have this moment received your Leter of the soth Joly and shail atrend to the 
contents particularly about 448, bot the words 39, 31,78, 37, 48, 78 and 48, 79, 72, 44, B2, 
Rrike me aa being 708. 45, 40, 32, 34,40, 32, 31. Suppose 70, 41; 1992, 1075 of 44, 48, 
3h 3% 78, 34 5232, before that $17, 70, 39. 34 SH 40) 49. 49, 9% 7840 34 39, BH, 
39) 52: 44-79, 37, OF F791, 39; 34, 39 32, 44, 40, 44. Certainly S42. 1592 be 37, at, 49, 79, 
78, 34 6194. 787 and 1 shall strictly attend to what yoo writs. 
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I have established w correspondence with Ganja ihat |omay camry away the latest 
Intelligence but they seem not well informeéd..! give you joy of Sullran's being in the Direction. 
It looks well. No war declared the sath of Apel, bot | am told from Ganjam tharit is meyvi- 
table Tt ig one month afer Lor Stormont! tetorn. “This makes your situation unpleasant, 
but you have certainly acted fight af least with the evidence before you: Pondicherres - was 
sot beieiged on the ses of July. | am sorry bor it, Chevalier cays the (Gartison consists of 
3000 Europeans, He seems positive that D'Estaing js aot coming to tadia. It would, he 
saya, be contrary to every rule ever practived in the navy to permit so olden officerto come 
w india, and that France depending upon D'Estaing as the only great Sea Capra they have 
will never permit him to quit the Earopean cent. Ff have-not however, a doubt of hia 
coming. | hear nothing of a Commander-in-Chief but | suppose he ja on Board Byron*s fleet 
‘with the lwo Regiments Chevalier was bounil to Nagpore He says that he had no idea 
of being able to form a political connection with Moodaree, bur thar at Nagpore he Was ino 
central situation, and coud have made his way to Pondicherres, the Coast of Malabar, ete, ei, 
us he please and as the news he ehonid receive there might determine him, Upon my word, 
Sle, | think it 2 very ducky he is Hopped | know you aiways thoaght it of less consequance 
than (did, but a French army witha Sarofcan Commander would beneiit munch by the 
experience and language of Chevalier; Perhaps all this /s because | have had some little 
share in stopping him. Uf itis, t feel the effect without bemyg able to diatover the ue cause. 

1 am distressed here abou} money ; not foreseeig the expence I sheild be ay f have 
not provided for it. | have wrote to Bogle on the subject. | 

Vou shail hear from me to-morrow or the day after as-any thing occors 

Chevalier and his Companions go without Officer or Guard. Ib ha nol possible te snspect 
& Governor of breach of parole, and he has given it to me in the most full and satisfactory 
manner, 1 wish | had taken some prisoners last war that I might have known on this 
oerasion how to act according to Rule, a 

‘Tintend in two days to adilress the Hoard if the style of a Phileas report. | hare 
received a Petition froni a poor Devil who was seni to the Rajah of Coojeng’s country, and 
whose smiserable siination appears to me a national reHection If | tnay use a0 hity a tenn, 
He is imprisoned for life for having unfortunately been employed by Mr. Marriot to tare 
the flves and property of come people, who were shipwrecked on this inhorpitabls 
Coast. You will be able, I think, to do hit justice at fitde or no expence. 

I have the honor to be, 
Vour faithful Serv, 
ALex. Extioy, 
Na Vil 
Tht HonokatLE Wankex HaAsTINGs, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL, etc, ate, ety 

Add) MSS. soi4t, , -z45. 

CUTTACK, Hv Bb Awewer 1775. 
My Dean Sm, 

| have this moment received yur letter of the td listant to which 4 shall nor reply as 
the Dawke is wang and cotiveys L suspect news af joo great moment: to be delayed | 
enclose An extract from my correspondent at Ganjam lest you should not have whay i: 
contains from Madrasa. 1 likewise enclose wou another extract fo me from tome Gentlemat 
which f yeceived yesterday (No. 2), { imagine by the 17 he must mean of July though it 
appears to be Jumeor else you angst have had wocomnts af it before | lef Culentta, | have 
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wrote forafuller explanation. They are the troop: for whose passage St, L.* applied to Goa, 
Chevalier left thic yemerday, Your leer gives me reason to think that you will be pleased 
thar he is made prisoner, He had asserted here that the French would have 4o,coo men in 
the field in two months. Ishould I think have found him a disagreeable companion at 
Nagpore. {am happy Leslie has behaved so well at Chotterpore. tum half distracted at 
my detention at this place, but there can not be a doubt of my goimg oo Monday. | 
understand that a Vakeel from Ragonaut Kow ts expected at Mypore, but what ia his name 
or Business no one here can inform me. Your preparation, and conduct in Bengal must 
do you honor with your Country, «God grant the Cormeran? has brought oo bad wews for 
‘you aé Governor. A letter Bogie will write to me, and for the speedy. dispatch of which 
I have provided, will inform meon this head. 1-do not fear for my negaciation with M, Bt 
The only apprehension I have is that he is oot so strong in men and money gs we think 
him. 
} have the honor to be, 
Vo faithful Servet, 
A, ELLIOT, 


Wa, VITE 
Add ; ‘MS55S.. 29141, I aap. ‘ 
| Curtack, 84 Aimpuit 177%. 
Dear Sin, 

Vou will receive with this Letter another with an Official address covering an account of 
ptesents for Nagpore, Tht um dishursed upon this account amounts tu Arcot Rupees 
41,908 and received from Johnson by Order fram you 42,000 Siccas of Arcot Rupees—45. 350 
of which sum [am to pay back of course Arcot Rupees 5,454 to you es & publick man. I ier 
likewise to pay fo you for the Amicles 1 got from you and which are locladed in the list as 


follows :— 
1 Sopech and Calghah =... am ae ve At Re 4,a00 
Inkstand far Dewan ner eee ie’ =r «4 2,000 
A Box set-with Diamonds .., = is ; Pel) 


Arcot Repees =... §,000 


As | do not know in what inanner you keep your Accounts with Jotneon bat inagme it 
in possible that you may not chuse to have any of their accounts stand ander the Head of 
Secret Service money, | have inclosed two orders on my Attornies in your favour— 


One for AL Rupees one = - $454. 
The other on your own Account bas a aytes 
Making altogether oe At Re per 


which entirely clears me both. with ibe compart and you an sermant ‘of the presents. 
| have wrote a letter to Bogle on this subject, az he is my Attorney, which he will shew 
you. Ut is mot easy to make the accounts perfectly clear, 
| have the honor to be, 
Tear Sir, 
Yourr fawhfalty, 
Aix. ELL, 
© Proiubly the Chevatier $1, Lubin 
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No IX. 
Tut How hie Wansen Hattie, 
GovekNOR-GENER AL 


AGG: M55, aptyi, f. s6q. [Alera copy oi £ ood] 
NUCCUNABAD, Udy toth Aapeit 4778 
Dean Six, 

Kajal Ram Pundit is anzious that you should be informed of bia wish todo every 
thing m his power which may forward your views, and particularly in what relates to my 
Sfission to Nagpore. [ wrote yoo before that i was disappointed in finding on my arrival 
here thai nothing was prepared for my journey, bat really, when I consider his situation and 
the difficulties be has in doing the most trifling piece of Business, | can sot blame him ; and 
T must say for him that he has been at very great trouble and exerted himself much sipce 
my arrival here, 1 could wish that you would if you think It proper write him a polite 
etter. He has tikewlse desired me to aay that ha hopes to be favoured with anrwera to 
any letters he may write you Koowing how very good a Secretary you have in Sit 
jo. 1’Oyly, Ubave ventured to say that he may depend on answers with regularity. As] 
understand he means to send this letter to Bessumber Pundit, anid therefore suppove you 
will mot getit very soon, | shail only add that I aim with the greatest respect, 


Yr. over faithful Servant, 


No. XX. 
Auk i MES. gg2at, ( 2ry, 


OW THe BANKS of tee CoTjiRatt, 
Augeeit 11, 1778 
DEAR SIR 

I can at last say that we ure falrly on cur journey though the place where we are at this 
moment ls only two coss and a half from Cuttack, bat tomorrow moroing we shall begin 
upon Gur stated munails, which would carry us according to our list to Nagpore In thitty. 
twodaya Ido not think it unlikely that we may perform the journey in twenty-seren of 
eight daye | do pot atthe same tine think it inpossible thar we shall be upwards of forty, 
I wrote you a priblich letter about cossida, which tna subject of comegiiener, and let me 
acid the consolition of which no ane knows better than yourseli. I have only proposed 
twelve, but [wish when my Letter is read, that you would observe that twelve will not anawer 
the intemt proposed, sz, that a dispatch should be sent from Cuttack every Saturday, 
Cossids must go in pairs and that would only allow of dispatches fox pix weeles, by which 
time the cossids who were dispatched the first week canuot be returned to Cuttack, Sl: 
nore would atawer exactly, The expence te trttling. 

There has been very little rain lately, and the country iwhieh was deluped when tp 
arrived tx, now tolerably dry and very passable: We ure however lo expect rain, but 1 
hope not wo violent as it was before we reached Cuttack, At any: cate, thé nallghs 
will not swell for some days and ax we advance [he danger of fonds diminishes 

The story af O°, le hn remarkahle one aml | oni sincerely eoueerned at what: ya; 
write an the object. ft mmst have struck you when vou received a leiter fron ine, the 
fate of which Ido not know, as jt was a scroll of which | kept no copy, thot It is nat 


SOME FURTHER LETTERS OF ALEXANDER ELL/O7. oI 


impossible thal the werd Choute may be mentioned to meat Nagpore, ff it ts, 1 un- 
derstand perfectly what is the line | aes to observe, and shall noe fail to act a5 you direct 
Dut { (rast tne evuch Lo the good sense of Dequower (ue) Pondit, which be le universally 
allowed to posvess in an uncom Uegres, to apprehend that such a propesal w/l| ever be 
made, As to the offers of the french they may ambke impression in a Mahratwah Court, but 
they ammount to (his. Knock that string man on the Head and | will take his cloaths and 
be generous enough yo give you his hat. { have observed so ouch reasoning and even 
réfinement of reasoning on political subjects i ts) these peuple, that I am mot much afraid of 
the consequences of the french offers. ‘Yet 1am sensible that the offers of supporting them 
it the immediate plunder of the Paradise of Regions and ‘the fourth of its Revenues in 
future are terpting objects, however difficult the attainment of them may be; but | repeat 
that. think the proposal will be rejected without hesitation. 

Every one here with whom | have couversed seem to be convinced that the firet 
political object which the Berat Government have in view san alliance with yon, and t 
am highly pleased to find that the Pondite Beniram and Bussamber are held in great 
respect. | have before hinted to you the apprebension I have that ther strength le not 
equal to our Opinion of it ae formed tpon the information of the |\Vakeels, t by na means 
say thas this is the case because | comversed with mone who appeared to me capable of 

masilering the stat of a Nution, and the opinions of my informants of the situation of the 
Berar Government may be formed upon the miseries with which they see thin province 
overwhelted, Nanlamn m a sensible man, but for that very reason I have been able to 
gett no aatisiactory information from him. In geoeral f am told that the whole amount of 
Moodugee's Revenues (a between sixty and seventy Lacks of Rupees per aanum; that 
the expences of collection, which are heavy, must be dedocted fron this. Sum; that his 
Stamiing Anny dos not amount to more than ij,000 Men Yoo are. Hot unacquainted 
with the Division of the military force of Berar into regulars and militia of rather plunderers. 
Of the latter f- have bot a very bad opinion, af the 15,000 1 will form one till | eee them, 
Taylor ays io big letter that the Troops of jhe Berar Govt. are the most respectable 
ofanyin the Empire both from theo numbers and quality but it was & point of some 
coment to the argument he was supporting to think so AN through Orme’s Book they 
are stated as the beat Native Troops, bat | believe Ore = wrong in saying thai Morarow 
waa the General of Rayoogee, Kagoogee was not however afraid to quarrel with Nisam 
ul Molock when supported by Hussy and his Detachment of 609 Europeans. One thing 
Vike mach io Moodagee’s character which vw his qreal economy, He. is represented 
tome as equally mconomical when tre hea money lf hand Ge when withoot @ This 
makes ane suspect that he ig not im the distress for money which many here have assured 
me he is. 

I have got 4 further explanaion from my Ganjam Comespondent of the 500 Europeans 
wha are-seid. to huve embarked at Mondicherree, from which | concide that the pumber 
is @xagperuted, and indeed, tll | have-some anthentick informapon of it, T shall give no 
credit ta it at ail as he says the Macrass Co, heard it on the woth Jone: 1 think 
it Imporsible that they should have a moment delayed informing you of it and, 1 have letters 
from. yoo of the Auguat, in which you. say nothing about it 

theg that you will considerevery thing | write which may appear to have any relation 
to my Commianon na merely. chit chat, Yoo may be assured that whatever opinion» | may 
form atthe Distance from Nagpore shall make oo Impression spon. my mind, and thal my 
conduct shal) betormed gpon [the] real atote of affairs which | can only learn oo the 
BOL. 
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As to M's* account of what is going on at Puaah, t can only say that great changes may 
happeolu perhaps have happened in. which the English Toverests mayor may pot tiave been 
neglected, but at the distance yuu are from funah, you have nothing Jel for it in the present 
ene, but to act or at least prepare to uct ag ifevery thing was quite in the domestick 
Governmest of the Brahouns, and as df they were, which [ believe both Numneh and 
Morwbad are, hostiy inclined to the English. | dare say f shall find Letters from Mostyn for 
meat Nagpore, atuoy Kate | shall have Intelligence of 15 days date. 


| have the honor to be, 
ly Dear aur 
¥. ever faithful: Sert., 
ALEX, Ennicr. 
No. XI 


Add; MSS. 2gtgt, f 291. 
CaTTLod,, Aagmat 16f4, 1778. 
My Deak Syn, 

Jam this moment favoured with yours of the Sth iastan. | am very happy to find that 
you approve.of what was done about Chevalier. He will be with you in Calcuit before 
you receive ths, The Commoranf you tell me was arnved and you are informed brings 
account of a Peace, bur that-you have no letters either from Madrass or Europe in Calontta, 
I have heard bowever from Ganjam that she brings account that war wis inevitable. Bui 
what convinces me of the certainty of war ia that the french Chief waa seised by order from 
Madrass at. Masulapatam, and that Yanam was takee after ihe artival of the Cormidran! 
You would probably receive the dispatches she brought the doy afer the date of your 
letter to me. 

We yo on very slowly indeed. Five cose o day: thé cosas here ure upwards of three 
miles: The weather has been fair and promises to hold up in appearance, bul we ore 
promised that after passing the gaotol Berm: which we shall do lo three days, that 
our Munzais shall be much longer, but TI am sorry to tell you tha) | foresee a long Journey, 
Promises of presents, inainuations of ditpleasure eeem to be equilly disregarded by 
the Sirdat who accompanies us, and you know what delaysa Native in whose hand's 
you are can contnve to imuke: Letters were dispatched to the Rajah of Summoolpore 
immediately on my arrival at Cuttuck, 10 which I ami informed now that ye answer was 
received, and that we catinot proceed through bis Country without some aseuances of his 
protection. A ian was dispatched to him this morning, and, us we are yet four days march 
at the rate we travel from his Country, | an yet hopeful chat we shall met with no delay, 
and that this is dnly mantioned 10 make u lithe more expence necessary. 

I shall be obliged to you to comsider the following query as of more consequence than 
the rest of the letter and unswer lt in your Grat dispatch { um Informed that Moodagy 
has about 25 Europeans in Wis seavice, bat 1 conclude from ihe account: | haveof their 
allownnres, that they nrust below people prokahly deoriers “Some receive sixty poten 
some forty anil ¢ome ihinty per month Shoal L make a eérions affaly of this, if they 
torn mitts be Freoch andl desire their digmiasion of shold | conuides. them as beneath 
my oftice? fF think the latter, unless | chault upon feeling ike ground find myppell gure of 
succeeding, aod then it will) be better to send them ww Leslie than ‘not, 4 S067 ate of 





i 





Probably dunce Me Mosivn, tha Agept of ihe Bovey Goverment al Poon 
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any other country but France, they may perbaps be made of serving whout his Artillery. 
Your apawer to thia will probably reach me before | get lo Nagpore ot very soon’ afier my 
arrival. Twi Europeans left Cuttack about ten weeks ago for Nagpore in pallankeens, had 
neatly been plundered on the Road, and were released by one of Moodagec's Officers who 
arrived thine iotgh to save them. Their urrival at Naypore has never been heard of 
Mr. Chevalier told ine their names, one was a. Marquis of scamethiny, a Venetian by birth, 
ihe other is represented by Mr, Chevalier aa a French Gentleman. He says the latter 
resolved to cross the Penineuluh by lund, and to serve any Prince whe should make good 
offers. ‘The other riz. the Venetian ig a. Nohleman.of good fortune, bot from an unac. 
countable desire to travel, came to India and resolved through friendship ond fram curiosity 
fo. accompany the frenchman, \ntending to find his way te seme part of the, Western Const 
and entbark for Europe, The Italian is esteemed a man of great knowledge—! mean 
we dower de eos esprit, | before mentioned to you my suspicions that the march 
of our Detachment was the occasion of their journey, | cannot yet help thinking it probable 
that this is the case, ond DB's* intercepted Letter to Chevalier in which he seems so sensible 
of the consequences of an alliance with Berar sirengthens my suspicion. Chevalier's 
account of them js not satisfactory, { should however dowkt that they hove either been 
made prisoners or cut off on the road, of else they murst have heen heard of before this. The 
imperfect Information | was able to obtain of these Gentlemen made it unnecessary: for me 
to tell you thelr story in a formal manner. { mention it now as In the course of conversa. 





tion of of corresponrence, which | consider as the same thing, as you may perceive from the 
undigested scrolls | send you, 


I shall have no opportunity of writing to you again for these ten days which | mention 
that you may wot be aneasy at my silence, | shall probably despatch a cossid from 
Sonepore ar some place near |t. 

My companion, Farquhar, who was very illiwhen we left Cuttack, is quite recovered 
lt gives me great satisfaction for | should certainly have parted with him had Ne ‘been un. 
hie to proceed. Tt would! have heen disagreeable bur public duty would have made it neces- 
sary, | am very uneasy ai the reflection that Lestie 4s probably inictive waiting my 
arrival, Was it not for my anxiety to get on our journey 4s realy romantick and pleasant — 

Will you he se good as to make your Munshees always write my tame in Persian 
on the cover of yout Letters to me, 

1 am ory dear Sir, 
Your ever faithful and 
devoted Servant, 
ALEX. ELLIDY. 


No, XIU, 
Tar HOWwnLe Warken Hastinas, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 
Add. MSS, 2g1at, f, Fon 


BAAD, fhe Lot Amewee 1738. 
MY Dam Sra, 
T wrote to you fram Cutitog and told you thatt should not aynin write for ten days. 
Finding however that the soobabdar who accompanies jus) isto: wen! away o boat to 
“Be Monsieur Belloumbe “Chist of all the French establishments in Indis.* evaloead 
Pondichery to Major-General Munro, Cetober sath, ry78, 


i 
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Cuttock to oly ht, Ihave thouglu \t worth while t tell pou tbat we are thie far on ior ne 
We have fownd the Country peuple very inoffensive, and bave notbing move tpuublecame 
it them thin 4 violent curiosity af seeing Fringess which we have ledulyed (hem Le As muck 
te they pleosed Webhave posed ibe Gant of Ramahle which (e 4 pase | believe to be 
inspassable {apposition iy mimte | was uroch afraid of tach weather tif) re baal pox terme 
thin place, i donot thik w¢ should haveboem able io make mile passage gio had very 
violeut rane fallen, We have been forumate enough at yet te have very fine weather A 
cooling shower falls in the evening and vest of the day s fine We have not pet necelveil 
any perinissian from the Rajah af Sumbelpere in pass ihrongh his Cosniry which | am-not: 
much pleased wih Nay J must ant canes) frum yon that we hare bees told in thie place that 
the Dewan Akber, who has usurped the Gorermmetit amd rales in the name.of hie Master, 
whe is ly Confinement, hina collected all his People and has said thas he will pot consent to 
our paseing through big Cunntry, 1 very minch doala the trath ad thie Report, but, at 
any rite, do on dowkt that the momen) he receives Rajah Ram timdirs and Mutoram's 
leitess, he will alter his conduct iit realy should be as we ore told here i fi) Our jassous 
oo Hirtarraks, wham we dispatched from Cultion, only left this this morning, and fear we 
ahall be obliged to stop two days ai Sonepore for the Rajah passports. We have only 
diuteen horsemen with us, which | am sorry to mention to you, as frealy donot think it 
Rajak Ram Pondit's fauls, and | fear in may appear so-10 you He appeared to me to have 
no command over hia people, and he certainly ordered go to come with us which, however, 
they contrived to avoid. [6 not be the least uneasy abont thia story of the Rajah ol 
Sumbel pore. We do oot mim the smallest risk for the road ic a igh road, and ao ach 
athing is known as any outrage havmg been commited oo it, and we ahall int qitit the 
Haad Country till we have passports from Akbar, am wery well persuaded that Alcbas 
hay not veceived any Accounts of as offvrai/y, and thar the moment he receives the letiers 
hie will order the people he has collected to disperse: The Sirdar, whois with of is a very 
pradent yood man, and well known all through this Comntry. The two Frenchmen of rather 
the Frenchman and Halian emtioned to you in my dagt ave we ore told arrived at Nagpors, 
fam waiting with impatience for letters from Calcottn which | daily expect, ip 
cunsequence of a letter I wrote i0 Bogle directing bim how to forward é pacduet to te, 
1 wait with impatience because your next Letters must be dated after your Receipt of rhe 
Compy's Dispatches by the Cormoran/, which must [think clear inp two very material poiniy 
Peace or Wat, and yoor future fortunes. { fearnt from Ganjam that Clavering's death was 
known, Gut the effect of the news of it in England was wholly unknown to sy correspondent 
there. _ 








I liave henar to he, 
My Dear Sir, 
LOS Smt Sethe Servs, | 
No. XIV, 

SAS. Niet, le girl Ange 

P.S-—T have this moment received your Letter of 10 and 12 and the Board's 
handsome Letter of the io fam ashamed it Me ap mack ‘eore than I deserve, f Felury 
Rooke [? Rook) cypher bid will sabe tienen” 1 tate defer answering bee eis 

Sonepore which will probably be the day after to morrow, 


A B 


Bengal: Past and Present. 
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THe Hox'iLe Walsen Hagtincs, 
Govminie-GCentea. 


Add M55 aq Fat ity, 
TEEN aAn, far 27 Awe, Te. 


My Itam Sif, 

Lweete to you tasy from Boa, We were obliged to sing ten dayne ar Somepore, 
waiting for the Rajah of Samboolpore's permission to pase throngh bid commtry. We left 
Sanepore the day before Yesterday, aod lost a whole diy on the banks of & Kiver between 
this place and that village for want of boats, We were lacky in getting them | today 
Beeokah from whence I date my letter if six. cos from: Sonepore. They Kajah of Sambal. 
pore’s people are jus arnived with our messengers. They minke many polire professions 
from the Dewan Akbar, who | before told you bas usurped the Geverament, Wf oanyothing in 
this part of the conntry can be called by mucha mame. | amnora litle diexnpomnted in 
telling you thar we nmay go three days out-of our road weomeet and receive the Dewan. 
Ll have-said al) tha: | could say co his messengers to excuse ws from this disagrecahle 
ceremony, bus itia motto be avoided and we have consented. We shall go wuhin four 
cess of Sumboolpore, 1 cannot understand what is the Dewan’s taneoo for this sequest, 
L might say command. [tmay be av | hone probably is; orended aaa mark of respect. 
Another reason may be and [ bare pot a doubt haz had great weight, that he may 
receive presents, Woo may rest perfectly assured that one digression from the road 
can be attended with no danger. My certainty on this head arses from the character of 
one of the two messengers who haa been sent fram Somboolpers, He jaa omen of Cuttack, 
and waa left here by the Dewan Mudaram, by whose address a settlement of the tribute te 
be paid by the Rainh of Sumboolpore wo Bimbugee was conciuded. T shall write ta you 
immediately aftet our interview with the Dewan, 

The further we advance the more delays happen, We yestertiny met the new Naboh 
of Cuttack’s son who has been ten weeks from Negpore, | flatter mysulf we dhall be able 
bo make our way with mach more Expedition than he has bul I foresee great prohwbillty 
of delay. Pethaps Bimbages omy insist upon a visit similar to the die we are going te 
pay. 1 thik’ ip-meceasary to be wo hile clear on this subject because | conaet help feeling 
that too much depeids mi the Weat upon the time of mp arrival ol Nagpore As far oo J 
can tinderrtand from the papers in my possession, #24, 4, i i Htt5 a4 


bibae Ho STE A A ee 8 4S See 


ES a at | hilt situation: it hex appeared necessary fo 
me to way clearly that T cannot mnawer for my ama! of any cettaiw time A river 
May detain o# a fortaight and the Nabol¥a aon assured me that it will pot be possible ta 
reach Nagpore in lesethan six weeks, 1 need not tell you that | feel this, butt canna 
help myself pnd omet remoia patient. In the meantime yoo should lay your account with 
‘this im your political reflections and resolves) We are all in perfect health and | remain. 


Aly Dear Sir 
Your alata Serve, 








P. 5 —Excuse my paper, | happen to have no other at hand. 


The BHI (2) are at a stand, the Detacht. stopped, and tilt I arrive at Nangpoor 
hing can we done, 
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Nn XIV 
Add MSS sorgi,! 44n. 
COLLPORREE, fv sofm Amg. 17758 
Mv DEaR. 51k, 

We have contrived 10 avoid the Intended iaternew with Akhbar, which | told pou in 
my ‘last, his Vakeels had ina. manner insisted apa, We have, however, been carried oul, 
of our road) as we went within six coms of Samboolpore, I sem the Dewan some presents, 
and, by making the two Vakeela handsome: presents than they wuld hare had had, we 
gong to Sumbeolpore, we carried our pom Gur paghnh has been obliged to go, and | 
chink it more than probable that we hall be under the necessity of waiting a day for him 
[must own 10 you | war not quite easy about the Dewan's intentions He oever would 
have thought of offering any violence bat the visit might have occasioned great delays, 

About an bour ago we met twelve cossids sent by Rajah Moodages to meet me ‘They 
had no letter for ma, but are charged with dispatches for Rajah KR. Pundit, “These 
cosdids left Naguepore 16 days ago, and inform me that the Rajah and Dewan had received 
your letters informing them of my appoimiment, cic. That the Dewan ia particularly 
anxious for my artival and, that we shal) meet other cosside at we advance, etc ~They know: 
nothing about the Detachment, but one of them says he beard of tr at Chotterpore Unless 
we oveet Cossids on the road going towards Cumack, you certainty will not hear anything 
of us these ten days to come. We have quitted the Mahah Nudda, on which Boats are 
comitantly guing down, | 

lam, My Dear Sir, 
Your most faithful Servt, 
ALEX. ELLIOT, 

The cossids pire such an necount of made and oullahs across which they swam, that 

{ cemain ia the opinion, that we shall yet be 5 weeks in performing our jonrney. 
Add MSS agr4i, ff 243 


‘Nh. AW. 
LA capy alse appesrt ot F. 385. | 
Hom sLE SIR, 

Mr. Farquhar, who in hie younger days was bred ta. Phymick, haa informed the Boant 
and you of the stare of my health: I can only say that Pde nut belleve i possible for me to 
reach Nagpore in lasa than. we 10 weeks, | shall oot conceal fram ou thut 1 very much 
doabt whether 1 am Vkely to reach itat all, La thie attaation | have exerted myself to tall 
you to ute sotne other means of effecting your parposts in the Maharatta Country and take 
off the Bar which entirely prevemts your Detachment from acting < todd thie Prhink it «uy 
be absolutely necessary to revoke my appointment, fet oo consideralion for me prevent 
this, for [ assure you it will a: present be personally agreeable w me. 

| hope you will receive this Letter jn. 13 days, and in case you abould revoke my appoint- 
ment, | request you will write to me immediately, but as | de oot think the cossida who are 
wader the orders of the Munshee who manages the Dawke at Cottack. sufficiently safe nor so 
expeditious as those of Government, | beg you wil) enclose your Letters to Rajah Kam 
Pundit requesting of him to forward them tome st Sarangur in the mou expeditious mannar. 

| remain, 
Hon'ble Sir, 
Vout faithfnl Servant, 
td September c77k (Signed) ALExe, ELLio7 
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wo AVE 
Addressed te :—] Tee How'nne WARREN HaotiINGs. 
Add. JSS, 2i4i, a TS 
HOw aLe. SiR, 

Mr. Elliot thie morning with great difficulty dictated a few lines to you which | 
enclose, and | shal) now endeavour to give you 9 true account of what he has suffered 
since the commencement of his present severe ond dangerous jloess; and such other 
CITCOMSIANCES as appear to me to have contributed to bring on his disorder. On the 
goth August he wrote you from Calipannee. Dering the three following days we had much 
ram, and made very short journeys, in order that the Commander of our very small escort, 
who had gone to Sumboolpore, might overtake ue On the ard Instant we were stopped 
at Byledee by a oullah swelled to the size of a large river, over wlich there were no boats, 
we had violent sain which e90n renilered the place where we were encamped o perfect 
mamp Onthe ath in the morning Mr, Elliot complained of bile in his stomach We 
removed about oon to a higher ground and he took a common dose of Salts and Manna, 
from which he had'on former occasion® found benefit :—it had no effect and he had a 
good deal of fever during the might. The next morming lie took another dose of Physic 
which eased him considerably of his Fever and carried off much blick and putrid Rile: 
im the afternoon the Nullah fell, and be exerted himself to get weross as (here was 
a probability of more rain, and that it would soon again be impussible. We remained that 
Might on @ rising ground near the Nullah : there was much thunder and rain during the 
night and hext morning we found ourselves euirrounded by water. Mr. Elliot had a good 
deal of fever in the morning with a return of the uneasy sensation at his- stomach, and 
took a vomit of Emetic Tartar, which worked briskly bat did not entirely remove his fever 
Fe thought hitiself rather easier, however, and in the erening, the water which surrounded us 
becoming fordable, we removed toa dry ground aboot two miles distant, hoping that the 
next day we should be able to reach Sarangur a large Village, which was then about 6 Coss 
from ts, und where we expected to get better accommodation till Mr. Elliot should get the 
better of his indisposition. He had mich fever during the night, complained of uneasiness 
about the region of ihe liver, and drank plentiflly of dilating ilqoors He continued 
exceedingly anxious to get forward to Sorangur, and on the 7h we passed a ridge of high 
bills by o very cogged mad, nid alter travelling aboot 4 cosa we were ayain stopped by 
® large oullah about 2 coss from Sarangw, an the Hanks of which we still remain. 
Mr. Elliot's fever was noch increased by the journey, and the pair ip hie liver was 
also-increased. | began to be much wlarmed, aod chiefly ot his own fears which 
from the beginning were very great. He Informed me that his Seclings were the same 
aa on o former occasion when be had the liver af Madraa 1 gave bim some niltre and 
creme of Tartar in his drink, and in the evening took about 7 ounces if blood from him 
twas affraid that a large’ quantity might do harm, for, though he had much feverish 
heat, his pulse was not full During the sight he perspired a little, and I gave him several 
cooling injections with which he passed much bile of a black colour and bact smell. Yester- 
day he had rather Jess fever bat wae much dejected, and his ining coostantly agitated 
aboot public tosingss | fomented his side several tines during the day with warm water, 
gave him cooling injections, and gave hint a1 diferent times a cooling draught the same 
an what bo had gotfrom My. Pastey in a like simation arm) which | think eased the pain in 
his liver sometimes hia pulse was low, ev much sv thar | was obliged to support hin hy 
adding a line wine to bia drink Me hes josisted on ihe application of mercury, he says be 
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knows itis hia only chance, ond | have three thes after the fomentation robbed 2 small 
quantity inte the part and given him afew mercurial pill He bears his situstion with the 
nto fortiide ond resignation: be hap bad an e¢nsier night than | expected, but hes 
han! cloted bis eye since he'was taken jll, | have now, Sir, explained to yoo Mi Eliot's 
situation gs well ae fam whle, and | have done it in thie Circumstantial meoner o4 | 
think it will be more agresuble i yoo them if | bad heer more concise, My anxlety, my 
fears are Inexpressible, God alone knows wht will be the event ; our accommodation is 
wretched, we have no shelter but two very bad Lents, and the rain ia followed by earessive 
heat, Me, Andersen of | hors been constantly by hin) since he |ns taken ill, and have 
dowe-all in our power—it |p a cruel and & melinchely situation, { still hope, but t canwet, nor 
I muist got, Hatter fou. | shall coon again.-dispatch anothér express cossid, and a4 I do 
the prevent with promises af rewards if they arrive sono at Cuttack, (God grant that I miay 
be able to senc yor good accuunts. Aly. Elliot desiyed me.also ra send afew lines to the: 
Supreme Council, which I have done accordingly, and enclose. my Letter: that you may 
do with it we you think proper, 


Captain Campbell is alse very much imfisposed, his Complaints are of the same kind 
aa those of Mr. Efitot. 





[ have the borndr to te, 


On the Banks af a Mallah ' Hon'ble Sit, 
9 Coss to the Eastward at Your most obedient 
Sarangur, of4 Sepdember y778. and most —— Servant, 


». 4.—Yoo mua oot be suppriped if this Letter is longer of ESS you than the time 


mentioned in Mir. Elijovs Letter, as it ie jmpossible for the fassoses to go from hence to 
Cuttack im tesa than 10 days 


No. AVIL, 


On the Banke-of @ Nullah> Coss 
Add. MSS. 20141) 1. gop to the Eastward of Saranger, | 
13th Seplomber 1778. 

Hon'nees Sre, 

‘What 1 so mach feared ls come to pass, the scene is now closed, and Mr. Eliot, after 
a severe and painful struggle, hae surrendered. bis sou! into the ‘hands of the Abnighty. 
From the time I wrote you em the oth he bad hardly any remission of hig iliness ; in jhe 
forenoon of that day he grew deliriogs, and passed euch black bile ; about r= at night he 
recovered hig senses perfectly, and sent for ‘Mr. Anderson and me, he wid he was con- 
vineed his disorder was putrid and wat anxious (@ make another effort to overcame [t, 
Several medicines were mentioned, he determined on James’ Powder and said that Doctor 
Francis had cured him once at Calcute of a Disorder of the same nature with that medicing, 
after having tried Mercury and the fark without effect He took five grains at that time 
and tepeated the dose io about + hours, He continned quict during the nilghr, passed 
alittle of tha came ill-coloured Bile, and perspired a good deal towards morning when 
he began to think himself easier, This mnewed our hopes, but alas! they soon vanished, 
when the heat of the day began bis Melirium returned with pedeubled violence, he 
thought of nothing but publick business; and his mind was filled withthe most dreadful 
apprebensions We endeavoured w keep him aa quiet as possible, bathing his feet 
aod side la warm wiler sometimes gave hint a momentary relied, and the injections newer 
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failed to bring away much Bile, but no favorable symptoms appeared. While Mr. Elliot 
was sensible, 1 was happy to try any Medicine from which he bad foond benefit on former 
occasions, but when ja this situation, perfectly mnacquainted as ] am with the disorders of 
this Country, and never having followed the study of Physick but a few Months about six 
years ago (which gave rise fo the first paragraph of Mr- Elliot's lavt letter) my reason did 

not approve of my ‘attempling any other remedy. He continued to drink plentifully of 
diluting liquore mized with the juice of Limes, and on the 1ith in the morning we remored 
him into a house which Mr. Anderson with much trouble had got erected by 4 few of our 
attendants. He continued much in the same way till shoot 12 o'clock yesterday, when he 
became very low, and in the evening his Friends and Society sustained an irreparable loss, 
and the Public lost a most faithfal and valuable servant; after beholding so long the 
most melancholy scene of woe, we were satistied to see the most amiible of characters 
relieved from his anfferings He died about So'clock On tbe 8th Instant be desired that 


‘your Orders and Instructions shoold be sealed up immediately afler his Death which has 


already been doe in presence of Mr, Anderson. My mind is at present too mitch agitated 
to.be able to write you more filly —we find it necessary to proceed (o Sarangur, from which 
place I shall sgain have the honor to address you jp two days. 
L remain with perfect respect, 
Hon'ble Sir, 
Your most obedient 
and most humble Servant, 
Rory, FARQUHAR, 


‘Captain. Campbell sé mach better. 

So passed Alexander Elliot away from the scenes of his unwearied 
service. “It te a far, far better thing that Tdo than | have ever done; it is 
a far better rest that 1 go to than I have ever known,” Bogle, famous for 
his Tibetan expeditions, wrote: “I cannot pass over the name of poor 
Elliot without a heavy heart. I never had, never can have, so strong an 
esteem—t! should say vereration—for any one as | had for him, and | was 
happy beyond every one in his friendship, 1 had not a thought | concealed 
from him, he had none that he concealed [rom me. But alas! he has gone 
for ever!" No not “forever.” On 3rd April 1781, scarcely two and a half 
years alter his friend's death, George Bogle too passed to his rest. 


WALTER K. FIRMINGER. 





The Carfiest Recorded Episcopat 
Wisitation of Benaal, 


171221715. 





Edifiantes et Curieuses published on behalf of the Society 
of Jesus, [Nouvelle Edition, Paris, 1781, pp, 262-295.] It ix 
hoped that the publication of this translation will be a first 
step towards reproducing in Bengal: Past and Present a 

: callection of accounts (other than those accessible in repririts 
such as those of the Hakluyt Society) af Bengal given in the writings of the 
Christian missionaries in the sixteenth and seventeenth centurics. I must 
give expression to my deep gratitude to the Rev, H, Hosten 5. J. for his 
kindness in revising my translation, and for the valuable notes he has added 
a8 al) apperidix. 

This letter makes it clear that the great missionary Bishop, Father 
Francis Laynez, died and was buried at the Jesult Mission near to Bandel, 
The site of the old Jesuit College is chewn very clearly i the map-plan of 
“Huaghli Bandar," taken from Father Tieffentaler's Description ite finde, 
which for the convenience of the reader we print once again on the opposite 
page. It may well be suggested that some monument sheild be erected at 
Bande} to the memory of 2 man so great as Bishop Laynez. 

Father Barbier speaks of Dacca as the capital of Bengal, but nearly ten 
years before his visit the glory had passed from Dacca In 1702 the Dewan, 
Mursiid Kuli Khan, had left to build up a future capital at a place soon te 
bear his own name—Murchidabad, and when Aurungzeb recalled his viceroy, 
Azimn'sh-Shan, Dacca remained no jonger'a city of the first importance in 
the Mogul Empire. 





W, K. F, 
My REVEREND FATHER, AT VINNEPONDL, IN THE MISSION 
The Peace of Our Lord. OF THE CARNATIC. 


This 95th January 1723, 
When God had called to Himself Movneeigneur, our Hishop, the Rey. 
Father Francis Laynez, 1 had the honour of acquainting you with some 
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circumstances of his holy death ‘You took care to render them public tn the 
collection of Lettres Edifiantes ef Curtenses: after which, you told me -that 
| would oblige you by communicating to you some details [263]* of the 
journey which I had made with that worthy Prelate, when | accompanied 
him in the visitation of his Diocese, which compréhends all the provinces 
from Cape Comorin to the borders of China. [ do so, the more willingly, my. 
Reverend Father, in that I have always in mind the zeal of thia holy Bishop, 
who looked on his dignity as bat a pew obligation to fulfil with greater 
é:faé the duties of a missionary, which he had performed close on twenty-five 
years. 

He had been sent to Portugal in the year 1705 on certain affairs con- 
cerning the welfare of this Mission. On his arrival he learned that he had 
been nominated Bishop of Saint Thomé: this was for hima very palpable 
blow: he made every effort to have this destination altered, and for along time 
he declined toaccept it; but the King of Portugal, who had formed a high idea 
of his personality and merit, persisted in his choice; his Majesty re-lterated 
his: instances with our Holy Father, Pope Ciement Al, and 30 it was necessary 
that even the religious humility of the Father should yield at last to 
obedience, He was consecrated at Lisbon by the Great Almoner of Portugal. 
He embarked [264] almost at once; but the ship’s journey was long, and 
he was not able to take possession of his see until the year 1710. 

At once he took into contemplation the visitation of this vast Diocese. 
He commenced with a visitation of Coromandel! Coast, where he experienced 
great contradictions. This is in ordinary the lot of zeal and virtue, but his 
courage led him to-overcome everything which opposed itself fo the establish- 
ing of (God’s work. When le had finished this visitation, the Missionaries of 
Madura invited him to penetrate into the interior, in order to administer there 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. He was master of the language of the 
country : he was familiar with. the customs of the people, This circumstance 
gave him an advantage that noother Prelate could have. 

He spent three months in this holy ministry, and comforted all that 

it y [in thesense, of “all that Christian community,” the whole of that 
Mission] by his presence. Having returned to the coast, he made preparations 
toset out to the Kingdom of Bengal, It was then that,as he asked fora 
missionary to accompany him in his apostolical course, | was designated 
by my superior, and I went on board with him. 

‘The country of Bengal, situated at the back of the gulf which beara its 
name, is, as it were, the cradle of all Indian superstitions. [265] We are 
always hearing of a_eelebrated academy at Mada, where a large number of 








* The mumabers lu square boackets represent the pages af Vol xiii, ol the Leper Bw C. 
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Brahmins oceupy themselves with accrediting the ridiculous system of their 
religion. You may well believe that the demon beheld with no tranquillity 
the fruits witich were bound to arise from the coming of this Prelate amongst 
Christians, who, unti) now, had never seen their Bishop: thus he had to 
suffer from many obstacles in all that he undertook for the welfare of souls 

During eight days of sailing, since our departure from MWadraspalan, we 
skirted the coast of Coromandel and Oriee [Orissa], about 250 leagues ; 
and on the oth of June of the year i712, we found ourselyes in the romicls 
of Halassor |Balasore|,-at the mouth of the Ganges. Here, we were creeted 
by a violent tempest. The thunder fell upan our ship; the foremast burst 
into splinters and broke’into a thousand pieces) two men were cast down 
stone dead; ten er twelve others remained for some time stretched on the 
deck ; two or three lost for some days the use of their sight: the terror and 
panic were general. 1, for my part, experienced visibly how on these kinds 
of occasions God [266] fortifies a missionary, A sign of the Cross, which | 
made to commend myself to Our Lord, placed me in a state to fo without 
the least fear Irom the ship's head to the stern to assidt these poor folks. 
It was not till the evening that I felt all that can be imagined of haman 
weakness ; never was night so painful for me. 

From this road it is usual to send on shore to find a coasting pilot in 
order to traverse with the tide the sandbanks which close the Ganges. While 
someone went to look for the pilot, the heavens were again lowering and 
threatened us with a tempest even more dangerous, 

“Let os pray to God," the Captain then said to me, "we don't know 
what He has in store for us.” We all set ourselyes to prayer, and the Prelate 
gave the blessing. In a moment, the cloud divided jtself, passing to the 
right and left of the vessel, and but for a few drape of rain we were quit of it, 

After our escape from this danger, we ascended the river about sixty 
leagues, For the fitst twenty we passed through wast forests? then was 
revealed a fairly well populated country, The Europeans of different nation- 
alities have fitted up various spate proper [267] to receive the ships, The 
meeting of the rivers brings together, indifferent places; a fair number of 
boats which serve for commerce. Coulpy' Is a fairly good anchoring-pla 
The French and English ships usually stay here. The Dutch go up as high 
13 Folta;' five leagues above, The one and the other as well as the Danes 
and the Portuguese, when the season atid the current permit, take their chips 
right up to slongside their factories, | 

We were in an Armenian ship, freighted by the Company of France, and 
commanded by M. Bouts, late an officer of the same Company. The tide 
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bore us upward, and the wind drove us back, so that, keeping only one sail to 
guide by, the vessel went backward, and followed the course of the current. 
But at a bend we found ourselves driven into a creek; to avoid it an anchor 
was cast, but it did not grapple, and the ship drew near the land and went 
aground. The declivity was so sudden in this spot, that on one side of the 
ship there was but a fathom anda half water and on the other we paid out six 
fathoms of cord. The sea sank, and we were in danger of perishing. [268] 
Everything that art con suggest in such circumstances was at once set in 
hand. God blessed our labours, Thanks to a cable fixed to the shore which 
held the head of the mast, the ship slipped off throngh the slime, anc found 
herself afloat before the end of the tide: After which she brought herself 
wp on another anchor, which had been placed in the middle of the river. 

It was then that we abandoned our ship to go on board a Saveray,' 
(that is a bark of this country which, according to its size, requires from: six 
to forty rowers, with one ot two cabing on the stern). This manner of 
navigation is absolutely necessary on the Ganges, on account of the floods 
which come regularly in certain months of the year, and then form a prodi- 
gious multitude of waterways which intersect all the country. The Baseras 
was sent by Mr, Rouxel! a relative of the Admiral of that name,‘ and Governor 
of Calienta [Calcutta], which is one of the most celebrated colonies that the 
English Company possesses in the Indies, One sees there a church open to 
Catholics, which was built before the English gave to this settiement the 
form [269] ofa town." It is served; as all those ol Bengal are, by a Rev 
Augustinian Father, {+ is to these Fathers that the Ring of Portugal has 
confided ihe charge of these Christianities, The Popes have accorded to 
this Prince, as Grand Master of the Order of Christ, the nomination to all 
the benefices of the Indies. 

We set foot ashore, and Mensleur Rouxel, although a Protestant, evinced, 
by. a Salyo of artillery and other marks of honour, the consideration and 














' dafey © Golperese. See the interesting note in Aintuen Jedrom. 

= Roczel, ne. Sit Jotm Kerell, Governor of Fort Willem, f71t-13, & gon of Frances, 
daaghter of Oliver Cromwell. - His wife died at Chandernagir shortly after Bishop Laynes’ plait to 
that place. 

* This is mot borne out by the petligree of the Rosell family given In Wlilvon's Zngiiid im 
Bengal, Vol. I, pe. 1. 

* Thin seema to te = mitale, [n i603 Sir Jokm Goldsborough demolished what he calls the 
titer O6Rsc cub dite cian Ws ble Sets chparad $a Seer cs sb poina enn the site on 
which the Gret English Fort Willem was to be erected. Long in.an aricte om the “* Portugues: in 
Worth India" in the Cafapa Aewew, Vol, ¥\ ps az, writes: Mim. Teach had a brick toting erected 
at her wn expente in. foo.” After the event of 1756 the Porn we dlergy were capelied from the 
settlement and thelr churc was nmd for Anglicmn servicey. But this ¢hieth war set helt 
befome 2720. 








204 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 


respect he had for the Prelate. The day following we transferred ourselves 

to the Basuras of the Company of France. Father Tachard! and an officer 
sent by M. d'Hardancourt had come to meet the Bishop, We passed up five 
leagues higher to Chandernagor, the Factory of the Company. The Preiate, 

after having passed through the Government,’ and there received the honours 
due to his character, came to reside at our hovse;' but he only remained 
there three days, and he betook himself next to the Convent of the 
Rev. Augustinian Fathers’ which is two leagues higher up in the Bandel 
of habitation of the Portuguese. There. is there a College? of our [270) 
Society which is dependent on the Province of Malabar. 

As this church is the mother of al} the other churches in Bengal,” the 
design of Monseigneur, the Bishop, was to obtain there the necessary. infor- 
mation for the rest of his visitation, He sojourned there threo: months, but 
his duties were much interrupt by the war which broke out between a 
Moorish chief and the Governor of the fortress of Oug/ [Hughli],"a dependency 
ofthe Mogol, which is only distant a quarter of a league. This propinguity 














* Father Tachard waa the silhor of the Vapaze ae Shame dhs Perce feruiées (1636), 

oOMErnoten Howe: Hitel de Ville? 

‘The aite of this house is rimrked in the plan given’ iy Bempdls Aleit aed Pree Vel, 1, 
pt. IT (as bound) incing p. 374. Tt waa on the orth side of the Lal Dipdi, 

* This convent is, of coame, the existing buildings aiached to the Charli, 

* The House of the Jessits ot Bandel le shown In the pictere plan in Tielientaler'y 
Murcrigtlon de I fuels, 

* 'Beveridgs in hia work Fhe Dirtrict of Midarpany (fh. 33) writes :— "' Fron the werk of 
Mere fo Jame, who was also a femit, and who wrot a hock ontitied ' Aint ar Chas 
(fet memorable: advemwe: dat! 4; fader Orimiaieg poe autres Paps de ie Decrmeerte ofp 
Porteget:' (Bordeaux, 608), we len (hat Cinndece was the fing church in Bengal, Chinagong the 
weennd, aed Bande! the third He ands that the latter wes hailt by Diego Nugnes de Villaiobes, and 
that it was finer than thet of Chittageng.” The Portuguese Mission ut Cinnvlecn sermet 00 have ter 
ininated with the murder of the Commandant, Carvalho, in 1602, her thi four, plese, residem in 
what i now the Bakergen) District, were recalled. The osiginal Augustinian Church a4 Randa! wna 
destroyer in 1633, bat a tablet bearing the date of ite ereetion egg bias Keen budlty jn the present 
Charch, whieh was erected in 1667 hy Gomes de Soru 

" | Jontenent-Colonel Goeton! how enumerated abont Iwenty-seven Yagiations of thhy planepeme, 
Vile Seepo! Pu aed Peeamer, Val. I, pe. 298-290. Another variation occur tp the Sveria ab Mfepge, 
There Is a tablet in the Chorch 2: Bands jaceribed | 

Fre Alluy 
Do Convent d'Ugates 
le 
Mavilegeds ao Salina 
Benedicto RT 

ieee tied pe eal Anco de MDOCXX VE, 

Stewart ( wf Pe (53, Edn. Rg?) dates “they ihe meme of 
tioned io Fala de Soman’ Aiirtiry of the Portesnese, sivegh'ta socmmrohen Uejtea siege 
i) Bengal in the reat 1633 which be cally Golin.” The mame Bsodel represents the * bandas ® or qeay 
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compelled the Christiais to be incessantly on their guard and to convert 
their settlement inte ‘sort of armed place: and this did not allow them 
the liberty and freedom Lo repair to the church to listen to. the instruction » 
of their Prelate. 

He returned to Céanderuagor, There it was necessary for us to piy 
the tribute witiels new arrivals pay to Bengal, that is to say, that for four 
months, out of the twenty persons we sjumbered in the house, there were 
always four or five dangerously ill. Father Tachard was the first attacked, and 
dted after a month of sickness; | was nol more exempt than the others; then 
the Bishop had his turn, and we were in fear that we might lose him. The fifth 
[271] return of fever placed him in extreme danger. As we found ourselves 
many priests in his anteroom, we each promised to say several masses for 
his recovery.. God gave heed to our vows, and he was alleviated ina moment. 
Three heavy fours of a violent shivering promised at least a fit of thirty 
hours ; however, at the end of an hour or two, the Prelate found himself with- 
owt fever, and the return diminished daily, 1 a short time he was restored. 
During his sickness, he thought only of the means of penetrating into the 
interior so as to Jeave behind no place which he had not himself visited. 
To this:end he went down along the Ganges about forty leagues, and 
took the route of Chatigaa [Chittagong] about middie of January 
1733: 

Before giving you 4 description of this country, it is well to tell you, my 
Reverend Father, that it is necessary to distinguish three different kinds 
of Christianities in Bengal. The first is composed of Europeans of different 
nationalities, who have established factories there. In those factories reside 
their agents, thelr servanty and others who have ranged themselves under 
their flag. They are established along the principal [272] bed of the Ganges, 
which flows beneath the foot of the fortress of Ougit. 

‘The setond is fotmed by the Mogol himself. This prince, in order to 
protect bis frontiers against the invasion of his neighbours, and to keep 
espect the peoples newly conquered, in addition to the Moorish garrison be 
bas stationed in bis fortresses, has sovght to have also a gurrison Of gems a 
chapeau in the surrounding places (for it is thus he designates some 
Portuguese anciently come fram Goa, whom be has enlisted and attached 
to his service.) As they have multiplied to infinity, this Christianity ha» 
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become Very wumerous at Ougly, Pipi, Chatigan, Daca, Ossumpur, Rangamaty 
and elsewhere ; and this large number of Christiana is comprised under 
the name of gers @ chagean ; not that they all wear one, for it ls only 
the chiefof each family who makes use of it, and then only on the great 
festivals, but this is the hame which is given them. 

Lastly, a number of infidels, converted by the zeal of the missionaries 
and their catechists,-and spread in different settlements, form the third 
kind-of Christianity, 

[273]. Chatigan is one of these Christianities, the most numerous, as 
much on account of the goodness of the climate, where it is rare that one 
falls il], a8 on account of the necessity the Mogol is uitder of p tecting: 
himself, on that side, against the irruption of the peoples of Aracan and Porn 
by whom it is bounded. It is this which Jed the Prelate to commence his 
visitation by that place. 

To reach the place we had to follow a wearisome route Eight whole 
days, although they rowed eighteen hours each day, and the current and often 
the tide were Javourable, scarcely sufficed to enable us to find a settlement. 
All that time, we beheld only thick woods, the-arms of rivers by whicli 
the Ganges disgerges itself, wf Gften prodigious an extent, and often arn 
narrow that it was possible to row on one side only, The banks [were] lined 
with great trees whose branches project far into the water: and above all 
[we were iti] continual dread of tigers, whose vestiges we saw from time 
to time by stakes planted at spots where people had been devoured 
on land of even carried off from their boats jn the waler are found 
crocodiles [274] twenty feet long, who devour men whole Lastly, one is often 
at the mercy of robbers, who incessantly wander about in those parts oy 
board panceaue," that is small boats which travel like a dart, It is through 
such dangers we betook ourselves to the coast of Chasigan. A last branch 
uf the Ganges runs along this coast, and forms the Gulf of Bengal, on its 
castern side, as does the coast of Coromandel on the side of India 

The first Inhabitants we met with surprised us by extraordinary 
manner in which they were dressed. They had drawers of striped cloth, with 
broad legs [or : broad:at the legs]; dippers | a shirt or 4 cloth doublet ; on the 
head, a kind of cap for covering the ears [ealotte 4 oreiie), the ends of 
which were tucked tip, and above all this a hight gown which serves them 
for covering at night, and makes up their dress of ceremony during the day. 
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It was fu this get-up that, at half a league from tbe habitation [settle- 
ment] which we had reached, they presented themselves to us, each carrying 
a weapon Inthe hand. 

The Prelate asked who they were, [375] and one ol them, acting as 
spokesman, anawered that they were soldiers of such a company, and that 
they had come te escort his Lordship, Then we understood that it was their 
regimental dress, The Prelate, charmed by their good will, gave them his 
blessing. These soldiers were soan followed by the Captains and other 
afficers:-all were of good build and of high stature, They kissed the hand of 
the Bishop, and escorted him in their Baseras as far as the habitation 
[settlement]. 

The people received the Prelate with every token of joy and respect ; 
salvos, triumphal arches, Illuminations, cavalcades—nothing was forgotten; 
and it is necessary to render here the justice due to the Reverend Augustinian 
Fathers ; everywhere the Prelate went, they were at pains to make his 
presence respected by the Gentiles andl Moors, and to inspire in this country 
a high idea of the head of the Christian Religion. 

The Prelate cor ot his visit on the Feast of the Purifcation: in -the 
year i713. Here is the order he observed in the visitations te each church 
After the preliminary ceremonies, he fixed @ number af days in order to 
dispose the Christians towards [276] the Sacraments, by pious exercises. 
exhortation | inetractions He preached, and heard confessions 
alten whole nights through. The missionaries assisted) him in the same 
cuties, 

- But as the visitation. of temporalities, the differences of private individuals, 
and the researches which a Bishop is obliged to make, occupied much ef his 
time otherwise, | was charged With the remainder, The Prelate desired 
absolutely that | should hold, next to him, the office of Theologian and 
Penitentiary; and, after all, these duties are but little different from those 
which a missionary has to fulfil, | 

When the mission was at the point of concluding, he tiixed a general 
communion for same Festival day, on which day he hada plenary indulgence 
published according to the privilege that our Holy Father the Pope had 
granted him: then he gave the Confirmation, During the visit he made at 
Chatigan, he administered this Sacrament to more than two thousand 
Christians, 

Vou rightly conjecture that, in this great’ number, it is difficult that all 
should be of the same fervour, Everywhere there are virtuous souls who are 
sincerely devoted to God ; there are Jukewarm Christians whose [277] piety 
needs to be animated. There are-also to be. found those who, by their 
lnsenaibiity, afford their pastors a real uneasiness us to their salvation. What 
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then ds to be done? Get edified by the sight of the first; instruct, aid, fortify 
the others, aid deplore the blindness of the last, It was what the Prelate did 
with an equanimity of soul maintained until the very end. But God, who 
ig not acormed with inrpunlty, caused! His justice to be felt by these people 
Some have ended theit life bya death so tragic that it has been locked upon 
us a visible punishment for the small amount of deference they paid to the 
paternal remonstrations of their Bishop. 

The needs of this Christianity, and the overflowing of the waters which 
regularly takes place in the months of July and August, did not permit us to 
leave so soon. We remained al C4y#yun until the month of November, 
without experiencing any inconvenience there. The- provisions there are 
admirable, the climate salubrious, and the water excellent, but the Prelate 
scarcely profited by these advantages | for he had resolved to continue antil 
death the rigorous abstemiousness which is observed in the Mission of 
Madura, 

[278] The Christians of Chasigan'’ are divided into three colonies, at: ahalf- 
league from one another. Each has its Captain, its Church, its Missi 
There would, however, be enough to occupy several of them [1, satbtteone 
aries.) The Portuguese language is spoken commonly, but the natives. of 
the country, of whom the most part are slaves, and who are almost always 
aildressed in thelr language, have much difficulty in acquiring, through a 
strange tongue, the things necessary to their Salvation. With a view to 
instructing them, as well as the Christians tn the interior named Hoctog who 
comet to Chatigan in order to receive the Sacraments, | set myself to attdy 
their langeage; and in a few months, with the sid of an interpreter, 1 
became competent enough to hear confessions, and to prepare a little Cate- 
chism, which was of great utility to me in the rest of the journey, | likewine 
engaged an old Christian full of virtue and zeal to accompany me: he has 
everywhere performed the duties of un excellent catechist, 

The respect which is eld in this country for the Christians, and a little 
also for the arms they carry—for they are all soldiers by profession—gives 
them complete liberty to celebrate the festivals with the same order and 
[279] solemnity asin Europe. | was charmed to see them performing the 
ceremonies of Holy Week, The Repository, in which the Blessed Sacrament 
was placed, o¢cupied the whole height of the Church, in the form of « throne 
with several tiers, There, without silvering or gilding, sheets of tin newly 
melted, and shaped i) flowers and festoons, and applied against pieces of 
decorations of a red hue, produced a very beautiful effect. 
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There is another ceremony which is invariably observed among the 
Portuguese. They select a Sunday fn Lent which they call Domingo da Cree. 
They represent in a Procession Our Saviour bearing his Cross, This 
Cergory was carried out with admirable order. The statue of our Saviour 

was made lifelike, although of more than human size.” {t was placed on a 
litter, and the Saviour was represented on His knees and bearing His Cross. 
Twenty-four men carried the litter, and the Father in a cope, holding a 
veiled Crucihx under a violet canopy, ended the Procession, The stations 
made from time to. time, added tothe mournful penitential chant, filled us 
with devotion, The Procession made the tour of the place by four roads 
inid ont by rule and line, 

[280) But what edified me the most was the grave and modest way 
in which a meeting was made with another statue representing the Blessed 
Virgin, and a third representing St. Veronica with her vellimprinted with the 
holy Face of Our Saviour. These representations bave something of the 
majestic and pathetic: they make an Siaailinay impression on these 
peoples, and I myself could not refrain from bursting into tears. 

The Festival of the Blessed Sacrament was conducted with equal muagni- 
ficence, and as yet nothing like to it had been seen in this country, The 
Preiate thought to divide the ceremony. In the morning, each in his 
ow? church heard Mass and made his devotions." M. the Bishop celebrated 
pontifically in the one where he resided and gave the Communion.. About 
three o'clock, Vespers were sung, during which the Christians of the other two 
churches arrived with their Crosses, their Shrines, and the habit of their 
(Coitfraternities (these are « kind of surplice); then the Procession went forth, 
lt was astonishing to bebold with what care these good folks had decorated 
the streets; arches of triumph, festoons, streamers, rows of trees planted 
expressly [281] supplied the place of tapestry. Swivel-gons, mortars, 
inusquetry frequently resounded ; and when the Procession returned at the 
liaginning of the night, and when ésch Christian was seen holding a lighted 
taper, without counting the torches which were numberless, this illumination 
DAE accompanied by fireworks, would have deserved the attention of persons 








1 en more than once regretted that the Europeans, when they wanted 
to establish themselves in Hengal, have not selected Chatigan in preference to 
Ougli, considering the safety of the harbourage, the facility of landing; the 
abundance of food, and a thousand other advantages which seemed to invite 
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them hither, It is true that the Moors, who are interested to have them as 
it were imprisoned in the heart of their country, oppose this with all thelr 
power, and that when by misfortune any one is obliged by the violetice 
of the storms to put into port here, as happened in my Ume to an English 
ship and to another Armenian one, which not being able to put in at Balassor 
were constrained to let themselves drift to Chatigan, they borden them with so 
many vexations, that, after having devoured a part of their resources, they are 
obliged to abandon the [282] remainder and even the vessel, in order to save 
their persons. For the rest, Clatigan is fifteen degrees further to the east than 
Pondicheri, 1 had the opportunity of calculating this by means of an eclipse 
of the moon which 1 observed with sufficient exactness; ws to the latitude, 
on the several observations [ made, it has always appeared to me abont 21 
degrees 20 seconds. | 

We left Chatigan to re-ascend the Ganges; and repairto Daca, the 
capital-of Bengal. At. five days’ ‘dixtanct from Chatigan, we made a detour 
of one day to visit a Christianity to be found in a place named Bou/egze.” 
God maintains and directs it Himself immediately: for it is rare that 
any missionary goes to visit it, It was five years since any one had 
appeared there: but | may tell you that there was no place where I had greater 
occasion to be edified. The chief of these Christians is an old man who has 
five sons, all married, Their family, and the labouring folk. who are gathered 
round them (for they have taken arable lands) form a village of three to 
four hundred persons. The laboriows life which they lead, added to the 
vigilance and attention of the chief, keeps them in the [283] greatest in- 
nocence, The chief came to the bank of the river where M, the Bishop 
had halted, and evinced, as far as-with the aid of an interpreter he could, the 
joy which he felt on his arrival ; but the tears which he abed in abundance 
were even better proof, 

The Chatigen missionary and myself wert to the folk three-quarters of 
a league inland, For three or four days we prepared these people for the 
Sacraments, and after having confessed them we caused an altar to be erected 
in a decent place, 50 that M. the Bishop might celebrate there the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, 

in truth, | was rather doubtful as to whether these good folk were 
sufficiently struck by the grandeur of our mysteries That js why in the last 
exhortations | had striven to inspire them with a jast fear of approaching the 
Holy Table without the needful dispositions. | had even ordered the 
catechist to examine carefully cach one of them individually, and fo give a 
ticket to those whom he would believe to be in a condition to communicate, 
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At ociock in the morning we returned to the village, These good folk, 
[284] and even the Gentiles and Moors of the vicinity, by whom they are much 
loved, vied with one another to honour the entrance of the Prelate, As we were 
setting in order the ornaments in order to commence Mass, the Catechist 
approached me,and said in’ my ear that there were only three persons who had 
taken the ticket of Communion: all the rest found themselves unworthy to 
receive so dreadful a mystery. 1 was much edified by their simplicity, but as 
I knew that the majority were prepared by a good confession, | made them a 
fresh exhortation in order to inspire confidence. Next, [ reconciled some 
afthem, after which Mass was begun, at which they communicated. The 
Catechist was commissioned to make the Sermon, since none of us knew the 
language well enough to venture on preaching. But I was charmed to see 
with what precision, and what unction he followed up and handled the points 
which had been marked out for him. When the heart speaks, words flow 
naturally, 

Communion and Confirmation kept us up to noontide. The Prelate was 
conducted to his éeserar. As for myself, 1 remained still some time [285] in 
order to administer Baptism, and to give the marriage-blessing to several who 
had not as yet received it, At last the evening compelled me to rejoin the ~ 
éazeras and resiime our journey with the tide of the coming nighti We 
spent eight days In getting to Daca, and there we arrived without accident, 
eeiapiend on the fourth day, we saw approaching us a boat of those thieves 
who scour the river: but as we were well escorted, they adopted the policy 
of retreat, 

Data, which is, as I have said, the capital of Bengal, is situated about 
the 24th degree of latitude north. The convenience of the rivers’ provides 
this town with a great trade. The muslins which are spun with yarn and silk 
are much prized in Europe. As forthe town, there could be no place more 
filthy-and more ill-arranged. Picture for yourself a prodigious number of huts 
ectupying a plain of about half a league in extent, and which form very 
narrow streets, thick with mud and muck-pools formed at the smallest showers, 
in the midst of which some brick houses [284] built in the moresque style and 
with enough bad taste spring up from spot to spot, somewhat like staddles 
in our coppices. Such is the natural picture of Daceéa, 

The Christians have their church in a somewhat better quarter in the 
East of the town: this church is of brick and fairly large. We betook our- 
selves thither on the first Sunday of Advent, The missionary who had long 
expected the Bishop had had a room prepared for him, Although it was 
made of earth, it had an indefinable appearance of neatness which charmed 
me, but Iwas yet more surprised by the proposal the Reverend Father made 
me, “lam going,” said he, “to get built for you another room separate, and 
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which will be such as you desire.” “It is not necessary," I replied. “The 
short time we have to stop here would not afford the opportunity of profiting 
by it." “You will sleep in it to-night," replied he, “for it only needs to send 
to the town for this” 

This answer still more astonished me, and I was impatient to see the 
shape of those houses purchased in the market. A [287] half hour had 
scarcely gone by, when 1 saw brought some bundles of reeds with a certain 
number of mats and screens, also made of reeds, some twenty forked stakes ; 
lastly, two big screens of interlaced branches of trees sufficiently covered with 
straw to keep off the attack of the sun: that waa all that was needed for the 
roof. The edifice was very shortly set up on two forks which formed the 
enclosure: to this were attached as many cfoss pieces as were necessary to 
fix the building, and all was covered by a double matting. The window, 
which was made by cutting the mats, was closed by 4 shutter of the same 
material fixed on the top in the form of a pentiid. The door was of e similar 
kind, so that the house was finished before night time. The next day, 
it only remained to cover the roof with enoagh straw to be protected 
against the rain. So I found myself within a few hours lodged agreeably 
enough. 

We remained at Daca the whole of the month of December, which 
gave us time to celebrate the feast of Christmas, It was spent with much 
solemmity and devotion. Together with the Bishop we found ourselves six 
priests in number [285]—an extraordinary occurrence for this country, 

After the festival we made ourselves ready for the voyage to Kesgamati, 
which is at the furthest limits of the states of the Great Mogol, and is situated 
on the 27th degree north. Tt is alleged that from thence one may reach in 
fifteen days the Province of Vana in China: but the roads are in no way 
marked out, and the intervening country is occupied by Princes who refuse to 
grant a wey through to foreigners 

We were led to dread this voyage, for it is a common proverb in Bengal 
that, out of two persons who go to Xangamafi, there is always one to remain 
there, But the courage of our Prelate was proof against anything. "What 
can happen to me?” said he. “Death? Ah well, I shall die in the fulfilment 
of the duties of my ministry.” 

Directly after the Festival of the Kings we set out for Xampamati, and 
we were three weeks in reaching it on account of the violence of the currents, 
which obliged us to cling without ceasing to the tow Ime The water was 
extremely clear: indeed, we did not sail any more on the Ganges, Ihe water 
of which is everywhere muddy ; but on a certain river [289] which coming 
from the East, throw itself into the Ganges below Dacca: whence It derives 
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The fifth or sixth day we touched at a straggling village entirely 
Christian, called Ossvepur! where we remained only one day, since we 
would have to repass it-on the return. The route on which we continued 
was difficult, We found a desert land, the climate very cold, the river, 
as happens in this season, covered with continual fogs which only allowed us 
to see ten steps beyond us, the current rapid, stones on a level with the surface 
of the river, and In some places sandbanks : however, God who candueted 
us, knew bow ta preserve us in all dangers and we arrived happily at 

po erannaa HA, 

The inhabitants received us with great demonstrations of joy ; but, at 
seeing them pale, disfigured, and bearing on their visages the marks of the 
fever which wasted them Internally, we felt that we had been given a trust- 
worthy account of the malignity of the climate. lL escaped, however, with 
an access of fever, During about twenty-five days we remained here, [290] 
M. the Bishop administered Confirmation to more than a thousand people, 

In. the conversations T had with the country folk, I learned a thing which 
1 must not jeaye out, They informed me that this country had been infested 
bya dreadful monster: it was a serpent of so great a bulk that, when crawling, 
it covered a path eight or ten feet large. Generally, it would retreat to a 
mountain not far distant from Aangamatz by ascending the river: thence 
it could! easily discover the course of the river, and as soon as it perceived 
any vessel, it would come down in due time, plunged into. the water, upset 
the boat, and devoured with ease all those who were In it 

This affliction lasted uotil a criminal condemned to death offered to rid 
the country of this monster, on condition that his life was granted to: him. 
He found means to ascend the river up tothe place at which this hortble 
dragon dwelt, He constructed several figures of men of straw, which he 
dressed jn clothes, the body of which was filled with hooks, grappies, harpoons, 
fixed by different ropes attached to the same [291] cable, which was strongly 
bound to the foot ofa tree. He launched on the water the men of straw 
mounted on floating plantain-trees with which they were taken down by the 
current. The stratagem succeeded: the dragon saw them, and descended to 
gobble them up. Bat there he remained lacerated by the quantity of hooks 
and harpoons he had swallowed, For my own part, I heave counted in the 
neighbourhood up to eleven crocodiles stretched oot on the sand, of which 
number three or four seemed to me to be twenty-five or thirty feet in length. 

On leaving Aangamati, we had cause to admire a trait of Divine 
compassion, in regard to a Christian of honesty and religion, but whose life 
had not been very disciplined. God, desirous of saving him, allowed him to 


' Marked Otonpoor in the Surrey of 1769. (Whitchurch’y Engraved Map of +766.) Consait 
Mr. T. La Touche's ngtes to Rennet's Jrurnai’. ‘(Aaiatic Society of Hengal, 190.) 





214 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 


fall ill directly on our arrival, We availed onrselves of this sickness to 
Sacraments with all the tokens of a true compunction, The following night 

they came to tell me that the malady was at the crisis: I was begged to go 
to him. T betook myself to the house, which was about half a league away, 
and | found him really very oppressed [292], but always full of sentiments 
of the most tender piety. TI confessed him again, and administered Extreme 
Unction, and urged him to dispose of his goods without delay. It was 
two o'clock after mid-night when [left him, There was just time to make his 
will, and at four o'clock in the morning he peaceably yielded up his soul to the 
Lord. I-was at once informed of his death, and went to perform the rite of 
his obsequies. It. was precisely a day for the privileged altar, which M, the: 
Bishop had permission to grant to the priests of his company. | said Mass, 
blessing the merciful conduct of Providence towards « man, who, a day fater, 

would have been deprived of this last support. They buried him in a place 
apart, and, on asking the reason, I was answered that that place was reserved 
for six persons who had provided the necessary sum. for the érection of this 
Church of Our Lady of the Rosary, and that the deceased was one of the 
number, I could doubt no longer that the Mother of Pity had obtained so 
holy a death for one of her zealous servants. After the service, which detained 
me until noon [293] I betook myself to the river, where they were waiting 
only for me to depart. ’, | 

The currents carried us along, so that we were. not long in reaching 
Ossumpur. After having satisfied the devotion. of the Christians, we pene- 
trated inland thanks to the canals by which the land fs intersected. It was 
in the principal church, dedicated to St. Nicholas of Tolentin, that the 
Christians received Confirmation at the hands of M. the Bishop. We betook 
ourselves for the second time to Dart towards Passion Sunday. The Easter 
duties and various exercises by which the Prelate prepared the faithful for 
Confirmation occupied us ina consoling manner, 

After the Easter feasts we contemplated the return to Ouglé, This fast 
passage, which lasted about twenty days, fatigued us more than the reat of 
the voyage, The moons of April and October are always tempestuous in 
these partst we weréin the former. From the day we left Dacato that of 
our arrival at Oxgi, it might be said we always had @ storm attached to the 
rudder of our barque. From three or four o'clock in the evening we were 
compelled to [294] seek some loop of safety, or some covert arm of river, to 
shelter us against the tempest, which might attack us at nightfall, We 
expected to be surprised in doubling « point called Marsinga, a little distant 
from Cassimbezar, where we were enveloped in o storm ao violent that the 
mext day we could only see the débris of the boats which the storm had 
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broken to pieces, God, however, helped us to gain in time a spot where the 
shallow waters and absence of current placed us in safety. Some days after, 
we reached the Clarch of St. Augustine of the Convent of Ougii, where we 
yielded up thanks to Qur Lord for having brought us back to this. place in 
better health even than that in which we had set cut. 

The Prelate, after having received congratulations on his happy return, 
wished again to bonour by his presence our house at Chanderwager, He 
tttired afterwards to the college which the Portuguese Jesuit Fathers have at 
the Handel of Ougdi. Scarcely had he remained there nine or ten months, 
than, worn out with labours, be ended, in the midst of his brethren, his 
arduous career'on the cith of June of the year 1715 [295] to receive the 
reward of a life, all the moments of which had been consecrated to the 
conversion of idolaters.' Certain projects of reform which he had meditated, 
and to which he found strong opposition, were happily executed some time 
after his death: which caused even the most indifferent. persons in Bengal t 
saj', that it was plain that Dom Francisco Layner had more power at thie 
Court of the King of Heaven than he had had here below on the minds of 
certain of his dincesans. 

You may imagine, my Reverend Father, how much | was pained by the 
joss of this Prelate; it caused universal mourning, At the first news of his 
death, the avenyes to the College were thronged with an infinite number of 
people; even the Gentiles and the Moors vied with one another in express- 
ing their regret by their. cries and mioanings.. At the ceremony of his 
obsequles, when the body entered the church, a cry arose from all, mingled 
with lamentations, which lasted over-a quarter of an hour. It was to easy 
thing to restore quiet, In order to proceed with the office with becoming 
order and propriety. 





‘Father Angee Jem, S.}5 in hie Za MWacdury: 2 4ticieee ot Ja WVeewille Mirren, p 1§1, 
wtites that Feather F. Laynes heel baptived ga,000 onverts with hla own bands, 
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Father Clandias Anthony Sarbier> born at Paris; 29th April t677 ; entered the Novitiate 
ofthe Society of Jesus, Sth September 1693 ; left for the missions of the Carnatic, of which 
hebecame Superior, and died at Pondicherry, zist November i723 (CLC. Sommervagel, S.J. 
Brdlioth. de ta Comp. da ferves} 

Coilection of “ Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses.*—This Collection was begun by Father 
Charles LeGoblen, 8,J., the frst eight volumes appearing af Paris between ryo2-<c8; the 
series was continued by Father J, B, du Halde, S.j., from Vol, IX-XXVI (Pari, 1711—<¢3) 
These volumes have prefaces not reproduced in subsequent editions; they have, 
however, been tranalated by Father Stickle in tos Heliloff under Nos, 165, 176, 180, 
(84, TBE, 221, 519) 34% 43%. 53%, 562; 62a The next volumes XXVIE—XAXVI (Paria 
and Nimes, 1749—76)are by Father Patouillet, though some (Vols. 26-32) are attributed to 
Father Geoffroy, S.J, or to Father Maréchal [Marchal?] and others to Father Andre 
lo Camus. Fathorde Querdeuf gave a pew edition of Letfres Edifiamies of Curieuses, but 
in 2 different order ini78o—83. This edition was reproduced in 1819 und 1829—72 
Finally, in (933—43, M..L. Aimé-Martin gave a new edition, known a: the edition of the 
Panthéon lifffratre, 4 Vals, Bvo. 

Father Barbier’s letter from Pinnepondi [Puneypondi] igth Jannary 1723, is found In 
Vol. 18 of the ist edition, pp. 366.g27; in Vol. 13. (Ed. 1781), pp. aée-s0i, and Vol 2, pp. 588. 
O83 of the edition of 1843 [t mist have been addressed to Fathor da Halde Another letter of 
lita dated: Pineypondi, 7th January 1720 appears In Vol. 15 (Ed rt), pp. 187-56: but 
this Is not the letter alluded to in the beginning of his letter af 4723, “The particolary on 
the death of Bishop Laynes sent by Father Barbier, ahortly after the Perolate’s deqiise, 
are contained in the preface to Vol, XII of Levees dif, Paris, MDCCXVIL pp tu 
#og. For the passage CF, tafe. 

Francisco Troyana Laynes [Laynet}]; bere at Lisbon, tih October 1656; entered. the 
Society of Jesus, 16th October 1672 ; tefi for Tadia, 61 March 682 | laboured in the Madura 
Mission, thea in Marava | waa visitor of the Madura Mission im #695 ; returned to Europe at 
the end of r7o4 as Procurator of the Mission ; was appointed titular Bichop of Sorzopolis and 
Coadjutor-Bishop to Dom Graspar Aifonso_Alveres, 5.],, ishop of Mellapur, in i707 : conse 
crated at Lisbon on 18th March 1708 ; returned to India, arriving at Goa 25th September 
1709 after A voyage of 17 months; took charge of his see, a8 fifth Hishop of Meliapur, 
in the beginning of 1770; made the first episcopal visitation of Bengal from the middle of 
1712 to the sme of his death, sith June t7t5. On the life and labours of Bishop Laynes, 
ef, J. BERTAAND, S.J. La Mission du Maddurd dagrit des docements inddits, Paria, 1854, 1V, 
1ght PRAT, S.Ju Hist. du Brenhewrens Jean de Britte, Parit, 2853 with his Notice biogr. 
rier le P. Frangols Laynes, tolpue de Meliapour ; also: A, FRARCO, S.J. fmagem da Virtude 
ene Noviciade de Coiméra, Coimbra, 1719, [1, pp. 713-47 ; and ; CASIMIRO CHRIETOVAO DE 
NAZARETH, AMfitrar Lasitsnar ae Orienty, BoMUAY, 1883, “ Portuguese Printing Press," IIL, 
96, sea bibliographical materials are pointed out. 

263.) Extent of the Meliapur Divcese.—At the inatigation of Philip 11. Portuga 
the Diocese of Melispur was erected on gth January 1606, thas ace castes incest 
of Cochin the territories of Coromandel, Orissa, Bengal and Pegu. | - 
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{244.] Winltatlon of the Madura Mistion—Father Martin, S.J, in his letter dated 
Varugapata, roth December a715 (cf. Letires Halif, EA. 1781, Vol t2, pp. topethe), gives 
an interesting account of the Prelate's pastoral visitithrough hie diocese. Father Tachard, S.J. 
relates his visit to the Bishop at Meliapur in his fetter from Chandernagore, 18th 
January 1711 (cf. (did., Vol X11, p. 9) 

[265.] University of Nadia—Father Martin, 5,j,, 10 doobt alludes to it in Lettres 
Fadif (Ed. 1731}, Vol. X, @ 39. Letter dated from Balasore, goih January ifg>. He had 
arrived in Bengal in 1697 and wrote: “ As soon as thud arrived In. this beautifol kingdom 
which is under the dominion of the Mohammedans, though nearly the whole country is 
given to idolatry, 1 applied myselfearnesily to learning the ‘Bengali’ language At the 
exd of fve months, 1 found myself advanced enough to be able to disguise myself and cast 
myself into a famous University of Brahmans. As we have had so far but slight knowledge 
of their religion, our Fathers wished me to remain in it two or three years, that 1 might get 
fully acquainted with it. ft had resolved on the plan, and was ready to execute it, when 
suddenly there arose so violent a war between the Mohammedans and the Gentiles that 
there was security nowhere, especially for Europeans.” 

Tieffentaller, who visited Bengal In 176s, writes ; * Nadia |s. a town of 4m. in length ; 
famous formerly, inhabited by Brahmans, now fallen from its ancient estate” ct J. 
Bernoulli, Dever, de PJeae, 1736, Lp. 453 

Prof, Satis Chandra Vidyabhusana writes to me: “You will notice that Nadia became 
@ great centre of Sanskrit learning about 1303 A-D., and maintained its reputation ap to 
1850 when the University of Calcutta was founded, Five sciences flourished at Nadia; 
Logie (Mydya)'t Jociapridence (Ssriti) : Astronomy: (/yetisa); Philosophy of mystic medi- 
tations and citer (7amfra}, and the Philosophy of Vaisnarism.” 

[268] Bariiet Catholic Churches in Caleutie—Asiaticus, ronny of whose facts and 
dates cannot be iteplicitly relied on, writes: "fob Charnock, the father of Calcutta, settled 
therein the year i689: a few Portuguese followed him to the new settlement, where, 
to increase population and civiliration, the English Government allotted them ground 
for the exercise of divine worship, on which the Friars of the Order of St Auguatmne 
erected a temporary Chapel of mats and sfrat, and application was made to the 
Prior of Bandel for 4 Priest to officiate therein : thn Portuguese congregation quickly 
increased, and before the yesr t700 a Brick Chapel was erected In Calcutta at the expence 
of Mrs Margaret “Tench: this Chapel was much enlarged in the year ry20 by Mrs. 
Sebastiana Shaw during the Vicarship and under the direction of the Rev. Fre Francisco 
da Asumpsicn The tombstones of thove two pious benelactresses were placed, m 5 
conspicuous place, slofl, ' the walls of the Old Chapel, and now lle one af each side of the 
altar, in the present Church of the Vitgin Mary of [the] Resary." CL p. sa Cf siso 
The Bengal Cathotle Herald, Jan. 1, (842, pp..2-§, where it is exid that Charnock in’ 1689 
allotted to the Catholics ro bigaha of land for the exercise of divine worship. 

[267.] Mather Gay Tatdard, $.—The late Father J. 8. Van Mesrs, 5.J., drew up from 
our Catalngaes the following outline of his career * born at Perigontx, zotl January 1651 i 
entered the Society of Jesus, 7th October 1670; taught humanities: 5 years; Rhetoric: 
{ year; was professed at Paris, rsth August i684. (A Catalogue of Aquitaine states that he 
was born at Angoulémes, 7th April 1631 and-entered the novitiate, 20th September 1658 at 
Limoges, during bis philosophy.) In 1648, at Bordeans, in his second year of thealogy 
in 1680-81, alter completing his theology, ig with the fleet of the Vice-Admiral ; in 1681-82, 
makes his third year of probation ; in 1682-83 and 1694-64, at Paris, where be composes bia 
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Dictonarinm Novem Latine-Gallicam, frst poblished in 1687; 7485-54, In Siam op 
to 1693-04 3 T69g-95, at Paris“ ad regem Chimens” [a mistake, | suppose for aa regem 
Siawansent™) ; 1695-96, Superior of the [Freach] Mission in the Enet; he holds stil] the 
ame cipacty in (7oc-00; Trot-oz, Vice- Provincial of the [French] Missiona m the East 
Indies ; dite in 1704-05 ; r70§-06, in the Indian Missions up to his death. The Catalogue 
of 1705-6 states that Fathers Peter Martin, Peter Dinsse, Peter Mauduyt, and Alesander 
Vasaléet: are with him in the asme Mission, 

Father ©, Sommervogel, S.J, (2d, dela. de 7.) completes our information, though 
somé of hig dates clash with the above: “About 1680, he followed Marshal d'Estrees to 
the colonies in South America, where he remained about four years. In 1685, he accompanied 
M. de Chaumont in his embasey to Siam, and retorned to Europe as interpreter to the 
Siamese Embassy sent to Louie X1V. and the Sovereign Pontifi $n 1689, Father Tachand 
returned to India and was one of the first aposties of Chandernagore, where he ilied, 218: 
October 1772. From a letter of Father Doly, his companion at Chandernagors, to M_ de 
ot. Fonds, 7th Apnl 1735, we learn that Father Tachard made nine voyages: in- 1685; 
with M. de Chaumont; rerermed in i784, with the Siamese ambassadors: back to Siam 
In (687, with 1§ Jesuit Missionaries: returned to Europe in 1685, with the tithe of ambas: 
sador; 3th journey in 1690 to Stati and thence to Pondichery; this town having bem 
sewed by the English, he-was taken a prisoner to Europe; 7th voyage, after the treaty of 
Ryswick; returned to Europe {In 1699; new departure for Siam.” One of bia litters is dated : 
Chandernagore, "8th January 1711, cf. Letires Fay. (Ed. t721), Vol. 12, op. 5-55, 

[270 Tho _fesuit College at Afegii.—Valentyn speaks of the Jesuit Chusch and that 
of the Auguitinians, two miles above the Dutch lodge, and near the Moorish entrenchments, 
Dorta—(p.16t) Cl. Kenwrlvée berckrifoing wan Choromandel...1726, V Ded, The word 
“College” is somewhat misleading. "The term was often used, and lb ihe case of Hugtt 
it aurely was, as synonymous with “Residence” There may have been, and probably 
there was, a school attached to It; but, {t could never have bees a large one, for the Aertonaed 
of the House was always very limited. Oor Catalogwes of the Malabar Province far tri! 
and t71e place in Bengal only two Jesult priests: Fathers Frederic Zech and Nicholas 
Missonl. The place of their residence ls not determined, though likely enough, they 
lived at Hugi. (Cf Father Tieffentaller's map.) 

I find on them the following particulara:—FATHER FRengric “20n (Ceech]: of the 
Province of Upper Germany; born on 28th February 1672 at Munich, acnonding. 10 Father 
Anthon Huonder, S.J. (Cf Dewticke Jesudtemmisetgmire des 37. und 48 Jahrhunderts, 
Freiburg, 1899, p. 189),0n tind March, 1657, near Bracten, according to the Catalogues 
Of Malabar (1705, t711, 1715); entered the Society on 2gth August, 1695 (Gat of 170s); 
had stadied Philosophy and Theology before his entrance into the Novitiate| left Lishon 
for India in 4699, according to A. Franco, S.J,, who adda that he came from Brestas; 
laboured for's yeirs (f7o0-1701) on the Fishery Coass (Ramestiram); was Rector of the 
College in Bengal [Hugli) in 1705, when he is described as weak in health; Rector of 
“Bengala* in 1708; made his profession of four vows at ‘*Ogalin® [Hoyli) in sro, and ix 
said to be enjoying fairly good health; in 1718 appears as Kppointed Rector of Meliapur ; 
in #722, a4 having governed and being now governing the College of Bengal; died probably 
about 1729, Cf C. Sommervogel, S.J. Sit. de da Code J amb CoecA, Vol. 111, and IX, 
Col. 1762, where it + stated that he was born at Breitenfarth, Silesia, Avatria. 

FATHER NICHOLAS Miss0M1, an Italian, born at Friuli, in January 1647; entered the 
Society in November 1687 (elsewhere o7th September 1684)) came to India in bigs (al. 
France) | alter spending less than > years in the Matabar Province wus sent to Goa, whence 
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he returned; waa In che College of Bengal In 1705. where he enjoyed good health = #édabia 
lo reat and yas: made his'profeasion of four vows on mt November, tray (Caf. of sys). 

Weitieg la i765, Father Tieffenialler says of Houg!l Bandar: “To the N. W., on 
the very bank of the river, cne gees @ Church and a Convent of the Augustiniant Going 
further free there, towards the samme elde. and worming to the W., yon find another Church, 
dedicated 10 Our Lady, bot ‘to-day neariy completely ruined. Of the bolldings inhabind 
by the Jesuits, there remains nothing whatever" The Jeailia’ Church was dedicated to Quy 
Lady's Nativity. 

Faro) Bande! CharchA—On the arrival of the first Augustinians at Banlel (Hoyli} to 
1599, there waa at leset one church in the place, The Augustinians &) onee commenced 
a Church, on the day of Our Lady's Assumption (F997), ‘The feusir Vhureh of Chandecan 
was dedicated to the H. Name of Jecus,on re January 1foo | another Church followed at 
Chittagang in 169), dedicated to St. John the Baptist, anda third in a third Randel, probably 
neat Chittagong, which was sacred to Our Lady's Immaculate Conception. 

[270]. Sirdmenr af Chiseternagere— Father Tachand died 216 October zie Though 
Father Barbler states that there were many priests fn Bishop Laynes antemom 
during his iliness, f do not think that a many ae 20 religions were found together in the 
Jesoit Residence of Chandernagore, oder ordinary cireamstances, the personnel of the 
house was moch amaller. Perhaps, the poplls of the school commected with the residence 
are counted among the mmates.—Father Barbier‘s health miffered greatly in Bengal. Cr. 
Letir. Edif. (173t), Vol.14, p. 187. 

(277): Fooatinje “admiradle" af Chutigan (Chittagong) Ancient travellers in India 
ofien express their astonishment at the chenpoess of fomternits Frey Manrique, -0.5.A., 
ta his /Anerarfe, Rome, 1653, pe 18, states that at Dacca one could obtain 20 pigeons for 
one real, and so. for the rest. Padre Marco Della Tomba, writhng a hondred years tater 
with reference to. the neighbourhood of Patna, saya: “From the time the Engtish have 
made themselves masters of the country, India js ruined and foodstuffs are dearer than 
ever: where before one could obtain 60 or 70 fowls for a ropes, one gets only 4 or = 10: 
day." (CE Gli cert del P. Marve dolla Toma, do A. de Gobernatis, Flrente, c878, p. 96). 

(278). Churctes of Chiftageng-—Manrique, who was in Chittagong in 1630, mentions 
an Augustinian Charch at Dianga, near Chittagong, and another in the Bandel of 
Angaracale, three miles from Dianga. Sicardo, in his Chritfendad del Jaton ( Madrid, 1606, 
(Ch. TLE) speaks of two churches in the same direction (Chinagong and Dianga?), one of 
them wnder the title of Our Lady of Mercies. 

A letter of Rev. Fr. Barbe, Vicar of Chittagong (Dated: Chittagong, ‘Sept. ¢, 
1843) pointe out the various. Christian settlements in the neighbourhood of Chittagong, At 
the Randel stood the new Church erected by his. predecessor, the Rey. A. Goiran: an 
edifice measuring 150 ft x go ft On the same ground were the Hoys’ School and the 
Parochial House. Close to the Church ground, a large Bungalow had been erected the 

year before for a Girls’ School. The Christians, to the number of 1,600, wore living tn 
Siena peeps: \ahtes Boe tteiry | Hane oak tniles from the town, tome ¥o 
second Sunday, po pe He odiers ria ocdiia fa aie se thal hcl seen In 18g: 
a bongniow was bulls at Khatolliak (mostly at the expense of Mr. J.D. Freias). It wea 4 miles 
fram town, about 100 Cliristinns living In that village “There 1 hart prayer every second 
Sunday early in the morning, and [| came back (o town for High Mass, which begins at 
jo glock.” Turning to the past hidtery of Chitmgong, he writes) “ The Povtuguese pettled 
on the Coast of Chittagong in the year 1609, und entered as warriors in the service of ihe 
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native Princes, The frat Cluirch waa built by them 21 Dany [Dianga), which is at the recut 
of the river. ‘The gpot may yet be traced : i iz on an elevated ground ; the building appears 
to have been about So ft. in lenytl anil 4 in breadth. 12 Christian families tive close to that 
épot, and | was told by a Mosulman, who ie shout to years old, that he recollected the time 
whem same of the villages close to that place were all inhabited by Christiana Since that 
epoch, suine families are gene to Tipperah, some to Neacolly [Noalhali) and the remainder 
are in different places of the Chittagong distric." (CE Sengal Catholie Herald, i843, 
Vol V., 268-271. The letter is accompanied by 2 ketch of the Randel Church of Chittagon: 
Bays' School and Parochial Hous=.) 

(278.] Boctes.—" At a place called Sultanpur,” writes Father Peter Altenhofen, C.3.C., 
from Chittagong, “ tiearly 13 miles in. E direction from Chittagong , there is still a group 
of people, mumbering severn! hundred souls, and known by the came of Bocto or Bhocte. 
They claim to belong to ihe warrior of Kshutriys caste, tut are not reengnised as amch by 
the other Hindus, especially those of the same quite, who regard communication with them 
as- polluting. These Harter are well known ae harile, poets and singers, and ane fond of 
showing their productions They come stil) regularly to the town of Chittagong on the 
great Hindu festivals, take part as singers in the religicas ceremonies, and cater for 
the amusement of the people. 1: sceme that their trade ia fast drawing to an end, cince of 
late many of these Bustos have taken to boainess. 

“ Whether these Boctor have still—or-ever had—any jdea of Christianity, | was unable to 
learn. Kepeatedly I have heard from European gentlemen that they found in the country 
people now pagan and Mosulman who practice still ceremonies closely resembling those ot 
the Catholic Chorch. How far this is true and whether the Avctos belong to them 1 could 
not yet.ascertain. 

“ But, it is perhaps not out of the way to mention that in the direction of Sultanpur, and 
even on the same road (to Hathazin) there were formerly several strong Christian settlements, 
bot all have disappeared except a few now inhabited bry only some 6o° Christiana The last 
of these seitlements js only sor 3 miles way from the Bucdor, anil it strikes me that the 
Church of Chittagong still possesses some land in their neighbourhood. Another large 
village of Christians, called Noaparn, waa likewise near by, on the confluence of the Halda 
River with o tributary, | saw the ruins of the place, where co years ayo there were still 
about 300 Christians. Now there is nota Christian soul eh” 

In view of Father Altenhofen's description of the Boctos, thelr name seena to be 
derivable from #éaét, which, bbesidew meaning an adorer, la dleo a Hindu performer, 
dancer, layer. 

[278]. Bengali Catechi+m.—As far ax | know, the only earties allusion to translational 
work undertaken by our missionaries in Bengal is contained in a letter of Father Francis. 
Fernandes, dated Siripur, a town of Bengals, ryth January 1599 (Ch Eetradt des Lettres 
du P, Nicolas Pimenta..,..... hovers, Trognase, i601) He states that he composed a small 
treatise explaining scimanscliy he points of the Christian religion, and confuting the super: 
stitions of the Moors and the Gentiles To this he added « emall catechism tn the form 
of # dialogue. Father Dominic de Sousa, S.J, translated both into. the “ Bengals 
tongue. 

Frey Manuel de Aséinmpyio composed a Catechlam jin Bengali in 4 Ir 
printed at Lisbon In 1763 In Roman type, and reprimted partially, in Bengal ot 1836 
al Seramptr. 

{2t2.) Lompituide and Jatitusde of Ch —LAee, 61" 54’ _ : 

For Ponitichersy « lamas ® 90" 62 4a" Ey Law, 22" ay’ "NN 















NOTES ON FATHER BARB/IER'S LETTER. 231 


[26s.) Aetwa—Faiher Barbe reported in 1843 that there were 633 Christians at Noak- 
ballee, At Comillah, he wasthe guest of Mr. Courgeon, the rich Zemindar of Comillah. 
At Agartoliah, the residence of the Rajah of Tipperah, lived 118 Christians. Number of 
Christian houses: 7%. Some of the Christians were employed by the King as soldiers. 
Ci Bengal Catholic frerald, Calcutta, 1844, July 1. pp. 3-7. 

fabs.) Desripiion ef Dacta—Cl. Javermer's Travels in /maia, Edited by V. Ball, 
London, 1389, Vol. L. p. rah © The Church of the Rev. Augustinian Fathers ix all of brick, 
aod the workmanship of it in raiber beautiful” This was ia 1666. Fray Manrique, who 
was in Bengal between 1628 and 16g0 notices that the Christians lived in the suburbs of 
Narandin and Pulgart: “ya donde mi sgrada Keligfon Neie wn lind, aungus peguaiio 
Convenio, con wna tuena fgiesia, én (a gual celebrando ef Divino culio en medio de aguel 
vadisine Pagenioes, ie mudire Jambien af verdedsro camino fare ou iadeadon” CL. 
Tiwerarto p.17. The Church was dedicated to Our Lady's Assumption. 

(s88.)] Aongamati—There are several Rangamatis in Assam; one in the Goalpara 
District, 6 miles N.E. of Gauripur town (Ci Aston Dirfrict Gareticer, Calcutta, 1905; 
Vol. 111, p. 55); smother in the Darmang District, which appeary oo the district map os 
Rangamatighat, a station for steamers (Cf. Ada Darremy, Vol. V., p, 177); Gnally, a third 
in the Golaghat Sub-division (Cf fi Sidyagar, Vol, VIL, p #62.) lL beliewe the second 
locality is meant: its position ayreea well enough with fbr seston by. Father Barbier : 
37°.N. It is on the northern bank of the Brahmaputra (Fisca) Division of Gold Alamgarh) 
and was In olden titnes the site of » Mohammedan fortress, of which the ruins are still to 
be seen. (Cf, W. HUNTER, A Statistical Account of Assan, London, 1379, Vol. IL, 
Pp. 47,) 

Frey Sicando, ©. 5. A., wrote (1696) :—In the camp of Hencomatis (i¢}.on the confines 
of Assam, in the country subject to the King of the Mughe [!) “there are two Churches, one 
dedicated to Our Lady of the Resary, the other to Our Lady of Guadelupe” (Cf Of alt.) 
The tem, I belleve, refers to the Rangamati of Father Barbier, and not to Rangamdti, on the 
Karnapkali River, m the Chittagong Hill ‘Tract. On the one hand, Fr, Barbler sintes 
that tbe Church of Rangamati was dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary; on the other, 
howeve:, Sicarde places Rangamati inthe Kingdom of the Mughs 

Padre Marco della Tomba wrote between 1753 and 769: “ Between the lands of 
Cambo and those of Indostan towards DalA, there is another Raja | Magia], called 
Raghmatti, who would seem to be to the East af Nepal, beyond the lands of Kirat, 
where they say there are many Christians, and they say also that the Portuguese Fathers 
lived there formerly, hut have since retired to Daka. (Cf GH serztti ale! Padre Marco della 
Tose, raccolti de A. de Gubernatia, p. $9). 

“ Rangamdei” writes Father Tieffentaller, “ was formerly 4 populous town, with a Church, 
It is situated on the Northern bank of the Lads, 2 miles from the bank of the Premapoutar, 
and rather near to the passage called Aowntagdd, The houses strich to the N., almost 
ep to the banks of the Ayewafowsar, Lt has § a, in length, and 2 in breadth, bs slcearait 
on sandy hills and ju valleys; 20 m. from Gobdthi which separates the district of Deda 
from the country of Archer." (Ct }. Bernoulli, Lvir de? nate, 1, pp 459) 

“Sixty years ago," we find in W. Hamilton's Jae Lact /ndia Gasetierr, Landon, 1823, 
Vol fh, p 45a, "thie place i sail to have contained 1,500 houses, several of which wete 
Inhabited by Mogul Chiefs and othere by Portuguese Ay preaeat, its condition in very 
uilserable, exhibiting anly 250 scattered huts, and of public buiklings the vestiges of a fart 
and moaque. .. ." For Rangariats, ce Rennell's Aeapal Atay, Plates » |x, evil, CE also 
Stewart's Aistory of Bengal, pp. 48, 390 
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from Dacca, the Bishop snd his party pushed into the interior, alony & network of canals, 





being given in the “principal Church of St. Nicholas of Toléntlnn. Manriqne mentions a 
Church and Residence of the Augustinians a4 Catrabe, a place to be identified with Katratah 
or Katibdri near Sdbbdr in the Manikganj Soh-dividion, where there is sil] mo tappa called 
Kiihordbo, (Ci H. BevErinGn, Pree. At Soe, Simg,, 1903, pp 153-34) 

One Catterabo is marked below Sonargaon ty Vandin Hroucke’s map of 1660, The 
Church of Kawaho had probably disappeared in Fy, Barbier’s tome ‘The Church of 
S. Nicholas de Tolentino was at Bhawal. Rennell in hie Deagal Atlas, 1791, PL xvi, marks 
4 Church al Tesgaon. According to Asawarts da Arctid dp Goa, 1997, pp 193-94, the 
Church of Tesgang dates fram i7t4, that ot Nagory (Bhawul) from 1664, that of Hosnabed 
from t777s 

[295] Some of Me ices of Birkop Layers in Bengal—io Nullaréum Patronatus Porte 
 gellige Reguer. . . Vol, ili, by Viscount de Paiva Manso, Lisbon, MOCCOLXXEI., will 
be found four docaments referring to Bishop Laynes' rour in Bengal. 

tat, Letter of Francis Laynez, Bishop of Meliapor, to the Congregation a Prepagaméa 
Fide (from Bengal, ; December 1712, 199) representing to the Concregation the difficulties 
expenenced by the Capochin Missionartes in Lhasa Some of them have returned and 
proceed now to Rome to expose the destitution they have heen exposed to. 

2d, Letter of the Congregation ay Profegamds Fide to Francid Layer, Bishop of 
Meliapur, (Rome, 9 January 1774, p. 133) thatking him forhis kindness to the Caputhia 
Missiouaties on their return frore Thiber, and announcing that new Missinnery ledve with 
the Prefect of the Mission, Father Dominic di Fano The timinber of Missionaries will 
tins be raised 10 twelve, anil a yeariy subsidy of 3,000 scudl ba assigned for their expport. 

3d; Letter of Francis Laynes, Bishop of Meliaper, dated Chandernagor, 14 July 
1704, and signed by his Secretary, Podre Manoe] du Rozarin e Magalhies (pp. 35-157), 
laying the Bandel of Uguly [Hagh) onder interdict | 

ath, Letter cf the same dated Ugoiym, § October i714, romoving he jnteediicd from the 
Chorches of the Bandel of Hugli (p. 138), 






H, Hosren, 5. 


APPENDIX, 
DEATH OF BisHor Faamcia Laywes, S.} 
ay Juma 176s. 


The following is um unpublished account of Bishop Laynes! death by Father Claudine 
Anthony Barbier, 5.)., written about a moeth and 4 half afler the event, 

The original Latin documer!, « egy of Father Batbier’é letter, ie preserved in our 
Roman Archives, and a photographic reproduction of it is in the possession of the tranalatot. 

This letter determines more precisely the exact épot where the great Bishop was buried, 
ft was neither Chandernagore, nor Chinsura, as hes been often etated ; nor wae he buried in 
the actual Charch of Bandel The evidence wupptied by Father Bartier'’ tro account 
(1715 and 6729) a convincing. Alfver spending the Basiey af i714 M1 Dares, Bivhop Laynes 
ritumed to Hugli in April and spent 90 days on the way. Shortly after he visited Chander 
nagore Infact, his letter laying the Kandel of H uyli under interdict ig dated Chandemagore, 
14 July t7id. After this, not luter than August, apparently, he retired to“ the College 
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which the Portuguese Fathers have in the Bandel of Qogt" Here be spest sine or Len 
months, wrote Father Barbier in t722. "ten months conrinuously,” he had written in fps. 
Bishop Laynes was surely in Hugll om 8 October reig, wheo he removed the interdict 
from the Bandel. Ona the morrow of Ascension Day, 1714, he began a ten days’ retreat at 
the College of the Society at Hugli. Here he died, and was buried before the High Altar 
of the College Church. Aathe Portiguese Jesuli¢ had but one house in. Hugli at the time, 
nay in the whole of Bengal, their Church of Hogli must be that of which some rains con 
yet be traced In a cocnanut-garden still popularly called “San Padle," not far from Sandel. 
It is well known that the Jesuits #ere commonly called the Pyolist Fathers from thelr great 
College of San Peale de Santa Frof Goa With the help of Father Tiefentaller's pian of 
the ‘old College and Chorch, already in ruins in His time (1765), 1 ahowld be easy to fix 
on the exact spot where the Bishop was buried and recover his remains, Excavations ough! 


pot. however, to be undertaken by any itresponaible persons ; for, several wher Jesuls 
Fathers were buried in the same Church, 


H: Rostrum, 3.7. 


St. Xavige'’s COLLEGE, CALCUTTA. 
(FeLi). To THe Veky REVEREND FaTHER GEWERAL iW CHRIST, 
Pax] C[htisti]. 


This fetter will brmg to your Very Reverend Paternity the sad intelligence of the death 
of the Very Reverend Father in Choa, Dom Francis Laines, Bishop of Meliapore. Even 
pagan [odia deplores his loss; our neophytes lament him unceasingly, and the militant 
Society bere on earth will long oisa him, while the Soctety tramphant in Heaven has, we 
‘hope, welcomed him and ranked bim among the saimly Prelates which she has herself 
begotten, 

This precious death occurred on the eleventh of Jute of this year 171s, the eighth year 
simce his consecration, and after he had peacefully sat in his Church for about (adweodwm) 
seven months, and had spent the remainder in most laborious journeyings undertaken for 
the glory of God, the salvation of souls, and the fulfilment of the duties of bia office For 
penetration of mind, excellence in the politer ax well a4 in barbarous languayes, knowledge 
ofthe Sacred Writ, prudence in the conduct of momentous affairs, he may with advantage be 
compared to the best, bat, | should be ashamed to praise such accomplishmenta in one who 
* pe fered the lore of all these oP nade that he might gain CAérisi!" 

Indeed, these lust four years, from the time that he made mo the companion of his 
travels, I have seen with my own eyes what | have doi infrequently heard from the 
reports of oibers, what your Very Reverend Paternity, to whom he was specially known and 
dear, had been able to witnesy in Rome ; | have seen hit, | say, combine in such wise the 
accomplishments of a Pootiff with the virtues of a religious a8 (0 prove himself 4 genuine 
apoitis, & worthy mocresscor of St. Thornax The integrity of hie life was such as the 
Soctety demands af fier sans; having entered religion before he had completed his 
fifieenth year, he kept hie lunocence unaullied to hia dying breath, Add to this hie 
delicacy of consclence boriering un ecrapulnucyess, hie remarkable spirit of prayer, 
4o which—over and above Ue devotlone imposed qm cetlesiantica—he devorrd daily 
several hours of mental and vaca) prover, His love of poverty cauped him to refose to 
himself many things which might appear indispensable | what litle was given him for the 
discharge of the duties of hia office, be gave awyy almost entirely to the poor and 
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to widows | and that abstemiousness which he had begun to practise m the Madura Mission 
at the age of iwenty-Gve, no fatiguing travela by land of sea could ever make him break! 
he observed oun «a few days before bin death. And lest he ebouid appear to have fom 
the meritat ebedience when he way ratsed, much against his wish, io the dignity of a 
Bishop, he would, as moch aa poveble, rete ta the houses of the Society, where he was 
for allthis brethren p model of eeligvous observance. 1m shor,such was hrs private life that 
there appeared int hardly any trace of human frailty to be found taut with. 

The poblic virtues of thts great man are enough attested by close on. fifty thonsand 
infidels baptized by jus-hand, by as many oF an. oven greater number whom he anointed 
with Holy Chriam, by his canonical visitation, during which be. trmaversed ail. the provinces 
lying between Cape Comorin and the confines of China—such js the extent if the Meliapare 
Diecese—by tha: good odour of Christ, which the presence of the Prelate everywhere 
exhaled, The sweet fragrance of tus high virtues drew to fam the hearts of all, a few 
excepted, whom long famulinrity with every form of vice had hardened against ail the motions 
of the Holy Spin, (Fol, 2.) And these men, if indeed they were the authors of his death, 
—as report bad frand.cemain signa of poisoning observed here and there oti the dying 
man's. face gave sufficient evidence of (aon obzewre prodocrrs}—pratified the wishes of one 
who in word and deed * deffeered Asmse/f eo often an odlatien for tia sheep,” and added to 
the sacred purple of a Dishop a martyrs lanrels. 

However thar may be, there are secrets to be left to the finding of the Eternal Judge. 
Let me recount im brief what is sure and certain. A feeling of weariness, bronght about M by 
daily wnstance and the solicremcdey of Churches,” bad since long hartassed thie apostolic man. 
Immediately after Easter, be began to feel somewhat worse, antil the disease gamed strength 
and declared itself in a slight duilyfever. He toreboded that ¢4e /ayrag auuty of Ais fobermacte 
was-at hand, and the better to prepare himself for this, be began on the morrow of the 
Ascension, i ten days retreat in the College of the Society, whither he had bemken himself 
after his visitation of the Churches in Bengal, and where he had then spent ten monthe 
continuously ; but, the following Tuesday, while he was celebrating, he had a fainting fit, 
and was compelled to miterrupt his mass. He lived only eight days longer We did not 
expect his death eo soon: To Bim it war not mnexpected ; for, all the time that the fever 
would feave him free, his cumd was fixed on God ; he prayed and, even doring the delirium 
which the paroxyem of the fever al times provoked, words fell from bia lips expressive of his 
devout feelings and his xeal for souls. 

And so, shortly before he lout the usec of his tongue he waa bnard to tiggest te humsell 
quietly and recite meditatingly the formula of Extreme Unction. Amidat the sighs of all, 
alter a last absolutioti and Extreme Uncilon, he rendered up his plows soul to his Maker 
at 5 PML on ‘the Tuesday after Whitsunday, Immediately after, a great HEL people of 
various natinnalitics—of which there are many represented in that plac: | 
College. His olwequies took pince the nevi day, They will he remetmbered sot 99 mich Sor 
thei: exterior pomp ws for the universal mourning and the unwonted sobs of all good people, 
Meanwhile, the remuins of that yeeut Myelute reat in the hope of resurrection before the 
high altar of the College of the Society. Christ our Lord disposed things in such 4 way 
that, having imbibed the Spirit of the Suciety in hia youth, aud: preserved jf oodiminished 
throughout life, though we order fram the Supreme Pant! for a time separated him trom 
her he ahould be restored to ter ly denth 


eee — ——————————$—————e— 
Father Tachard, who dined wiih bin a) Molliapus, somes ie} only vegetalde: and mile 

appeared at tite table, CI. Lette, Biti/. (RA. 4981), Vol XL, pe glu ps ay Cn thee Lala fadliewedt boy 

the Senpai: Misnonarice U! the Madura Migsiun. Ch Lave. Ad (EA. Bi), Val, KILL, pop G7, | 
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F though: | shonld glye pleasnre to your Very Reverend, Paternity by writing to you 
these events; of which | was aneye-witness. Add thal, for the affection which the defimet 
Prelate showed me, though quite a young man In the Mission (mevderrarm wiréopariem), 
I couid not omit returning 10 his memory af least this proof and tribute of my gratitude, 
I shall add nothing more except that [ ack your Very Reverend Paternity to recommend me 
to God in your Holy Sacrifices. 
Bengal, Chandernagor, on the Calende of Aogust [August 1] r775. 
Your Very Reverend Paternity's 
Very himble servant aod devoted aon in Christ, 
CLAUDIVE ANTHONY BannizR, 
Missionary of the 
Society of Jesna. 
PF append a translation of the extract from the whove Inter made by Father du Halde in 
Lettres Edifiamtes; Vol. X11, Paris, i717, p 14 599. | 
"The Mission i the Indies hoz suffered another yreat lots, which all the Christians and 
even the [dolatersdoa deplore M, Layner, Bishop of Metapor, and formerly 9 Missionary 
in Madura, died on the II [sf2}.of June of the year 1715, in the elghth year of his Episacopate. 
He was a Prelate who united in bis person all the virtues of w religious anid a Bishop: He 
had entered our Society at the age of 15, and he kept to his dying breath that innocence of 
life whick he had brought inte it at so tender an age + hiv conscience was extremely delicate 
and he bods particular attraction to prayer : beside the time he daily devoted to the 
prayers prescribed to Eeclesiastics, be would spend still many hours in devotion. Out af 
lave for poverty, he deprived himself of the most atcessary things, and the little they gave 
him to keep up his dignity, he distributed. almost wholly among the poor. Though 4 
Bishop and notwithstanding the fatigues of his apostolic journeyings, he never relented aught 
the vigorous abstinence kept by the Missionaties of Madura. Fifty thousand infidels baptired 
by his hand, a greater number on wham he conferred the Sacrament of Confirmailon, his 
visitation through all the provinces lying between Cape Comorin and the confines of China y 
these are proofs of his real und pastoral solicitude.. He had just com pleted the visitation of 
all the churches of the Kingdom of Bengal, when be retired to our house of Chandemagor! 
was 90 [ll'at the altar that he was obliged to interrupt the H. Sacrifice, and lived only eight 
days longer. His obsequies took place in our Chorch, where he was buried ; there was 
4 great concourse ef people, the inceseant sighs and sobs of the congregation speakiny the 
eulogy of the deceased, These are particulars we have received from Father Herbier who 
assisted at the last moments of that great’ Prelate, and accompanied him doring four 
years in the visitation of his diocess," 
(Fol, 1.) | 
Admodum Reverende in Christo Pater Generals, 
P, C, 
Tristem Rize Par, V". nuncium hee spisiola perferet, de oblin Reverendissimi in 
Xo/Paris Dai Fraocisci Laynes, Epiacopi Mellaporensis quem erepiim gibi fuget/eriam 
infidelis India, neophyti planctn continuo prosequuntur, din detiderablt/militans in Lerns 


Societas, dem triumphans in ccelo, proat confidinrus, excepit/Sanctis ques ipsa parturivit, 
antistitibus annumerandum, 
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Contl gt Ula preciosa/mors wedecitoo Junii hujus anal i715 anag ab ejes Inauyuratione 
netaws | cumin Eeclesla sua pacificas sedieset mennes admodim septem ;: eeligas 
tempot/susceptls pro Dei gloria, etiute animursm, exequesdisque munerts aul purtl/bus, 
aeque ac barbararnm peritli, studio Sacraram Litterarum, / prudentia rebos in agendis 
primarila quibusque virie facile comparandue) sed/iatn landare plgest ie eo qui es omnia 
detrimentam fecit a} Christm lucrl/faceret. 

Sane postremis hiace annis quatunr, ex qoo sive me comltem peregrina/tionis ascivit, 
Vidi mela cutis, quod allis veferentibus non yeme| andieramjquod R™ P“ Tha, cul notus 
imprimia atque carue emt, Roma potoerat/experir| : vidi, inquam, Praesulem hone ita 
Pontificias dotes cum religiovis. virtu/tibus, itm conjunxisse, ut genulnum se apostolom Sti 
Thomae dignum success/orem probaverit ; Erat in co vitae integritas qualem Societas-exigit 
in suis, / utpote. qui nondom expieto aetatie decimo quinto, Religionem ihgres/ims, eam 
virtutem ad ultiam vitae spiritum [liibatam servaverit. Accedebat/teneritudo conscienting, 
quae ad scrapelom oeque vergeret, studium eximittm/orntioni4, cul praeter imperaia iris 
Eclesiasticts officia plures horas orando/tam mente tum voce tribuebal. Faciehat paspertaths 
amor, ut-sibi/multa quae cacteroqui necessaria videril poterant, aubnegaret; exiguum ilu 
quod/ad sustinenda sui officii munera concedebatur, peng dmne In agenos et. vidoes / 
erogaret; abstinentiam quam in Missione Madurensi colere coepil, naiua / aanos vigint. 
quingne nullie unguam itinerum terri marique defatigation|/ bus Interruptam paucis ante 
obitum diebus etlam-nim retinebat. Obedientin/ meritum, ne perdidjese videretur, tom 
cum vel vetans in Episcopum assumptns / est; delnceps guatenue potult ad Dormlcilis 
Societatis divertens. ibi sociis om/nibus Religiosan observantiae apecimen dabay. Ould 
inulta ? Vitam privatam sic/ instiinemst ut quod in eo notares humanar fragiliiatis indiciom 
vix quidquam / appareret. | 

De publicis autem ianti viri virtutibus, satis toquentur bapticaia ab so ferme) 
quinguaginia infideliam millla, totidem wel etlam plote; sacra Chrismate! delibutl, 
peragrate ac |usiratae pet canonicam visitationem tot provincise’ quot inter promontoriam 
Comorinum ad usque Sinarum prope confinla [n/terjacent, tantumdem enim Dioecesis 
Mehaporensis: protenditur: ubique diffiuns/ad praesentiam pracsulis Christi bogus odor. 
Tantarum namque wirtutum/affiatis conctorom animes jucundissime percellebat, | 
nonnullos excipias/quorum nimi diutuma vitiorum calluyin tabestentes ad ommem 
spiritus// (Fol 2] sancti motionem ebdurnerant, Ey isti quidem! motile ejus anctores 
fueron, ut/fama fuit et Indicla quaedam propinati venen| passim Ip alin morientls/vina, bon 
obscure probavere,gane cumulus accesait et |psivg votis, qui/semetipaum hostintn pro guia 
ovibus toties erblefactisque offerebat, et/dignitat!, quam superaddita sactie infulis 
martii) laurea cohonestavit,| n i" 

Utut est, arcana haec sant petern! Judictia [xc] wrbiieo [re] teservanda. Quae 
certajet perspecta fuere paucia commemoranda. Vexatus vir spostolicus diu/tarn! taedii 
molestid, quam instantia quotidians et soilicluide ecclesiarum/lngenerabant, statin post 
paschales ferias aliquanto pejus habere campit; / donec morbus ingravescens (n. levem 
quidem et quotidianam febrem erupit,/Praceaglebat ips! animas velocem depositionem 
labernucull sul, ad quam/ut se meliue accingeret, postridie Axcensionis Domini i 
spirttualiajdecem dierim aggresmzs eat in lpso Collegio Societatis quo we post Ecclesia jrisn 
Berigaiensium visititionem receperat et abi decem menses continmosftunc agebat: wert 
feria tertia consequente cum celebraret deliqtinmn padets sacrifitcivm inverrumnpere cogitar 
hee nisi diebuy octo supervixlt, Mars/ejus quanguam expectationem nostram’ fefellit, 
motienti nequaquam/fuit Improvisa, Qnicquld enim temparis liberum a febr ipui fait mente 
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de fixes In Dem oration) tribuebat, et In ipso dellrio quod imerdam febris aestos/excitabat, 
in verbs continentia sensum devotionis abquem vel sahwem/animarum splrantia erumpebat, 
aique adeo paul’ antequam loquejae asum) amitteret ipse sibj tacitus extremae unctionis 
administrandan formulam/sggerere et meditabondos usurpare euditus est. Sic inter 
omnium sutpi/ria, post ultimam absolutionem ef uncionem sacram, pam ammam 
Creatori/reddidit hora post meridiem trertin: feria pertia post Pemtecosten. Comecursus/ 
tngens ad Collegium illico factus hominum variaram nationym quae! multae Jocum/shunc 
incolust, Exequim posridie celebratae quas non tam apparatus exterior/quam communis 
pianctus ¢t [musitati singoltnus bonorum ommiom posterorum/memoriae commendabunt 
Interea dum reliquise tanti presulit ante aram/majorem Coilegii Soc*. tumulatan in spem 
resurectionis quiescunt. (Christe) Dio cic disponente, ut qui spirttum Societana adoles- 
cens haserat, et con/atantissime tota vitax tenwerat quamvis ob ipsa Societate Pontificio 
mandate/modicum distractns eidem moriens redderetor.! 

Rem gratam facere me potay| R=, P!, V*." hace Ipsi scribere, quorum fui /restis oculatn 
Adde quod, proeo affecty quo me modernum missionarium/fovebat defunctus antisites 
committere non debui ut boc saltem memoris/animl pignos, et quas! vectigal (psius 
moriae omitterem. Nihil Hig ame lemice wveral oe Pr V« [ric] ot me SS, apod 
Deum SS. stls commendatum habeat. Bengala Chandernagoti Kal) Avgusti anol 
MDCCXV 








R=. P, yi 
Servas homlllimus et devotus in Christo 
Abus 
Cland*, Anton”. Barker Missionarina 
Soct, JESV. 
(Fo, 37 

Bengala, P. Barbier, de morte Ep*.! Lainez Malabari¢a 1715 
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morte Epi Laine. 





The Early Coffectorate Records of 
Burdwan. 1786=1790. 


MAOAL THOUGH Burdwan was one of the districts. ceded to the 
i East India Company by Nawab Kasim Ali in 1760, the 
eatliest letter in. the Collectorate records is dated June 1786. 
At that time Mr. John Kinloch was. the Collector.* 
He had been at Burdwan as Assistant from p74 te 1776, 
and returted as Collector in April 1786, His duties com- 
prised, besides the collection and transmission of the revenue, the offices of 
Magistrate and Judge of the Diwani Adalat. The other members of the 
Company's staff at Burdwan were: Thomas Brooke, Head Assistant and 
Registrar, the Hon'ble Charlies A. Bruce, Second Assistant, and Dr, Collie, 
Surgeon. In May 1788, Thomas Marriott, who fs mentioned in an earlier 
letter from Kinloch as the only European British subject, not in the 
Company's service, resident in the district, was appointed Superintendent 
of Pulbandhi (the maintenance of embankments, etc.) Before this he had 
been employed by Mr. Herbert Harties in the purchase of sugar for bits 
works at Amidpore. The only other Europeans mentioned as resident at 
Burdwan were Captain Gordon, who was in command of the Rajah's household 
troops and was paid by the Rajah, and Mra Collie, whose death is recorded 
in a letter dated 2nd September 1787, In one of the letters a reference is 
made to Mr, Ashburnham, Chief of Burdwan in 1765. 

Kinloch, who had been in bad health for some time and had been 
compelled to try a change of air at Serrampur, died on September and, 1733, 
atthe Rumnah,” Brooke remained in charge till December goth, when 
Mr, Lawrence Mercer joined Burdwan as Collector. His former post, in 
which he was succeeded by Mr. G.F, Grand, was that of Judge of the 
Diwani Adalat at Patna: but he went to Burdwan from Kuch Behar, where 
he had been on special duty with Mr, Chouvet. In September 1750, 
Mr, J. H. Becher succeeded the Hon'ble Charles Brice as Second Assistant. 

The Rajah at this time was Tej Chand, who had succeeded his father, 
Tilak Chand, in 177%, His age at the period at which the records commence 


TEE eres 


* Burdwan then incloded, besides ihe porsent custrict (with the exception of the greater portion 
of the Ateneo) Sab-diviaion), the whole of Hooghly and parts of Bankura, Howrmh ocd Milnapore, 
ated extended os far ecoth aa Rajganj, south-west of Calontta. 7 
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was twenty-one ; and he had only recently assumed the management of his 
estate, which, during his minority, was in the hands of hie mother, Maharani 
Bishan Kumari. His real title was Maharaj Adhiraj Bahadur, conferred on 
him by a Fisman from Shah Alum, dated #184 Mijra (1771); but heils 
referred to.in the records as" Rajah" or “Zemindar," 

In 1786 the Dowager Maharani was living at Amboah, on a pension 
of Rs..4,c00 a month, which was paid to her from the Rajah’s estate. Ins 
letter dated May 23th, 1786, Kinloch informed the Governor-General that 
"dangerous and intriguing persons have gained the young Rajah’s. confi- 
dence and are leading him astray.” This belief would account for Kinloch's 
attitude in the Board's dealing with the Rajah. On several occasions he 
acted as a buffer, much to his own detriment, and postponed the carrying 
out of coercive measures to compel the payment of outstanding balances 

in June #756, the balances of revenue amounted to Ra. 1,76,462, Kinloch 
had been ordered to take extreme measures to realize this sum ; but he 
risked the anger of the Board by representing that the Rajah had incurred 
‘beavy losses owing to the construction of the new military road, and that his 
demand for an enquiry was not unreasonable. Hut the Board did not agrec; 
and Kinloch, acting under explicit orders, surrounded the Rajah’s house 
with the result that the arrears were paid up within two days. 

Two years later the Board ordered the Collector to place peons on the 
Rajah* who had failed to pay his Magh \chist ; and, if this plan proved jneffec- 
tual, to attach as much of his personal property as would cover the balance 
due. Kinloch way compelled to take this final step; but he did not do ss 
without making another reference to the Board.. He received a severe repri- 
mand for not having carried out the order of attachment in the Grst instance 
When he proceeded to make the attachment, he complained that “the 
property in the house and its appurtenance is of too trifling a nature to deserve 
the time and trouble which it would be fo make outacorrect account.” This 
isscarcely borne out by the list of property which he forwarded to the Board. 
and which contains such itemsas 7 elephants, 12 horses, 1 camel, t chariot, 
t silver howdah, 1 gold punkah and a large quantity of carpets, furniture and 
tents: After five days the Rajah paid op the khist and was allowed to go tm 
the Presidency, taking with him a palankeen and such articles of clothing as 
the Collector considered necessary. 

Kinloch's successors did not show the same friendly apirit towards the 
Zemindar. Brooke, who acted-as Collector for a short time after Kinloch's 
death in 788, complained that slights were ‘put bpen him and that the 








: “Fim oe ch he Yelaes W appeaca that this fndigaiay wae enliancod ly (he feet that. thir pene 
vo employed erere the Rajah's cwn servants 
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Rajah persisted in avoiding an interview. He lost no time in resorting 
to the extreme measure of placing peons on the Zemindar’s house, In 
November he adopted the same means to enforce the payment of a fine of 
Rs 5,000, which the Hoard had inflicted. Mercer, who became Collector at 
the end of 1788, made similar complaints, He said that the Rajah would 
not visit the Collector, nor would he allow any of his Amla to do so; and he 
pointed out to the Board that the Zemindar, on the occasion of his frequent 
visits to the Presidency, had acquired the habit of transacting his business 
with Government direct, without reference to the Collector. 

In June 1789 the disputes about the payment of the Rajah’s land 
revenue culminated in the first act of dismemberment of his estate. 
Pergannah Mandalghat* was put up for sale to cover balances of revenue 
due from him. Gur Das Sen, Jagmohan Mitra, Radha Kanta Ghose, Radha 
Charan Rai, Pitambar Gossain, and Thakur Das Mitra purchased the 
pergannah for Ks, 66,200 and an annual payment of Rs. 210.749. They 
bound themselves, also, to maintain the embankments in a state of repair, 
The purchasers stipulated, however, that Government should insure them 
against any augmentation of the revenue, “without which no man ‘in his 
senses would tisk his capital in so hazardous an adventure as the purchase 
of zemindari land," 

In connection with this stipulation, there Is a letter from G. C. Meyer, 
Acting Preparer of Reports to the Reventie Department, to John Shore, 
President of the Board of Revenue, in which the Permanent Settlement is 
fore-shadowed, 

“TE had only to lament that the wisdom of Government had not long 
ago interposed to render a'stipulation se injurious to its political character 
unnecessary, consoling myself at the same time with a secret hope that the 
time was not faroff when ....; the benevolent intentions of the. British: 
Legislature would be completely fulfilled by the establishment of a perma- 
nent system on the broad basis of Moderation and Justice. For my own part 
I think it incumbent upon me to declare in justification of myself that if the 
superintendence of these sales were not a part of my official duty which I 
am bound by the most solemn obligation te execute, | could not reconcile 
it to my conscience to be any longer even the involuntary instrument of so 
much evil as 1 am sure almost every sale conducted on the present principles 
must inevitably prodice." 

This sale caused very bitter feeling between the Rajahand Mercer, The 
former complained that, as the date of sale had been changed, respectable 
people who would have bid did not do so; with the result that the price 


* This porgannal was added to the came in 1741 by Maharajah Chitee Sea. 
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realized for the pergannah was altogether inadequate. He also went to 
the Presidency and represented to the Board that the sale would not 
have taken place, if Mercer hacl not delayed in communicating the 
Board's orders. Mercer, while protesting against the Rajah’s ingratitude, 
followed Kinloch in attritinting his conduct tothe evil advisers by whom he 
was surrounded. In March 1789 Mercer had succeeded in obtaining orders 
that Dyal Chand, one of the principal of these, must quit the district. and 
not return to Tt without the Governor-General’s special permission. 

The sale of Mandalghat was only the beginning. The balances 
outstanding were Rs. 1,65,971, and Mercer was ordered to submit a state- 
ment of other properties which he recommended for sale In June 1789 
he was told to make preparations for eliminating the semindar from the 
business of callection and settling the district with the farmers and 
taluqdars. The Rajah was to be given an allowance sufficient only for his 
maintenance.* Tey Chand, however, frustrated this design by spreading: a 
report that he was about to go to the Presidency to settle the bandobast, 
-and that Government had riled that no interference from outsiders would 
be tolerated, This rumour had the effect of frightening away persons who 
might have been ready to offer themselves as farmers, with the result that 
the settlement was again made with the Rajah, But in May of the following 
year there was again a large outstanding balance ; and two more. pergannahs, 
Azmatshahi and Mozuffershahi, were advertised for sale. In June 1790 
Mercer suggested that the Rajah should be charged interest on balances due, 
at the rate of one per cent. per month; but this proposal did not recommend 
itself to the Board. 

The Rajah’s letters are full of complaints of his hard lot. In May 1789 
he wrote that inundations and want of rain had so ruined the district that he 
had been compelled to deprive himself of the common necessaries of life 
and raise money on his clothes and household furniture. Mercer reported 
that this was an exaggeration, as the Rajah was spending large sums in 
building :} although over three lakhs were due to him from the farmers 
for the previous year and he had very little chance of recovering this sum. 

In 1790 the Rajah got into trouble over one of his debtors, Dwarka 
Nath, who took refuge from a debt of Rs, $7,000 in the Danish Settlement of 
Fredericsnagore (Serrampur), Tej Chand sent one of his vakii's, Dowlat 
Singh, in search of Dwarka The result of the vakil's visit was that Mr. 
ii Boalth, Attormney-at-Law, “insisted in a most injurious and menacing 

= Five per east. un the nett collections, from whiets he wai tp promde hia molher's persion of 
Ra, 4,000 © wonth 

+ The tog temples of Nawabbat, fouy miles frum Burdwan, were built by Maharani Bisham Kumagi 
in 178@. Fer a tiew of these templet see Gympel: Past ame Provemj, Vol, UT, pp 
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manner on the delivery of the debtor to him, and not to the Collecter of 
Burdwan.” A copy of a letter which Boalth wrote to the Govemor, the 
Honourable 0, Bie, is inthe records. This is an extract:— 

“Fully convinced that the Danish Government never prants protection 
for frauds of such nature and that Serrampur is not an Asylum for public 
cheats do | hereby on behalf of the Rajah apply to the whole Council with 
humble Petition . , . . , Atthe same time do | hereby render the 
Chief and Council responsible for the refusal of this my equitable pretension. 

"1 must confess to the Koyal Board that I don't ignore the weighty 
reasons which have already procured this cheat so much support in this 
place, and ! shall not neglect with incontestable proofs to make them known.” 

Boalth's offence was aggravated by his writing also to the Rajah, “strictly 
against the standing order of this Government (of Serrampur) that nobody 
shall correspond with natives of that distinction without the knowledge of 
the Chief and to whom the contents of the correspondence must be imparted." 

On the complaini of Bie to the Company an enquiry was held; The 
examination of Dowlat Singh, who repudiated Boalth's letter, is given 
at length in the records. The Rajah also denied ‘that the letter had been 
written under his instructions; but he was compelled to apologize, and 
his conduct in communicating direct with the Chief of a Foreipn Settle. 
ment was made the subject of a very unpleasant Jetter from the Governor 
General, In the end Boalth took the whole blame upon himself He 
was ordered to“ quit the settlement and repair to Tranquebar.” 

Dwarka Nath was made over to the Collector of Burdwan. His name 
appears from May 1790 to February 1791 in the monthly statements of 
persons in confinement at the Kaheheri for arrears of revenue. 

Maharani Bishan Kumari, Tej Chand's mother, had quarrelled with 
her son. Her attitude towards him is described in a petition which she 
submitted to Government in March rySo. el 

“The affairs and disorder of the Burdwan Raj are well known to you. 
The Maharajah is a@ child ....:,,, and other evildnelined men have 
connected themselves with him, give him bad advice and have ruined him. 
1 cannot sufficiently describe the distress they impose on the Ryotts of the 
country, | know not what may some time or other happety and { am 
always alarmed. | have, iti order to increase hls posterity, provided for 
four marriages .....,. that the Maharajah may comprehen! the affairs of his 
country and transact them with my Advice, sy that the names of his 
ancestors may not be forgotten or disgraced." 

There is a demi-officia! letter, dated ist December 178 , from Kint 
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interference in the collections. The copyist’s version of the end of the 

* Will you come up and see usin the day of mirth. | mean about the 
2gth, I shal) be glad to see you. Short and you will see Black and White 
all my happy.” 

In January 1783 Edward Fletcher, Resident at Santipore, wrote te 
the Collector complaining of the high-handed interference of the Rani’s 

wan with the weavers of his factory, Her servants had seized a weaver 
of Guptipara and confined him in her house, Wher Fletcher demanded his 
release, they denied that he was there. Fletcher then put peons on the 
house with the result that the next day the weaver was produced, But h 
was outcasted through the infuence of the Rani. 

The only building at Burdwan which belonged to the Company was 
the Factory house, in which the Collector lived. The business of the 
Company wes carried onin a rented house, Mercer eee 
was very small and very old, and in mare 1789, apptied for permissi 
to construct a building, The GoyernorG , 
ee ESPON The Collectorate, Diwani and Faujdari Adalats were to be 

scommodated in.ons room, a second was allowed for the jail, and a third 
end fourtii for the records. In 1783, the monthly cost of the <r 
establishment at Burdwan was only Rs, 4,985. ‘The items of expenc 
shown in the accounts. 

















J, Kinloch, Collector and Judge of the Dewani Adalat... a. Pay Re 2,500 
| House rent |, = Ife 

Thomas Brooke, Head Assistant and Registrar sie  |Pay 400 
Honourable Charies A. Hroce, Second Assistant iis a! Pay, 20e 
Manshi Allomante " » 

Hou rent - 1oo 

Allowance to the Dewan and Officers of the Collectorate ne » $i 
i" » « Uarogah and Officers of the Dewani Adalat... «  S§¢6 

To J. Kinloch, Magistrate, for Faujdari ... pal = » 3 
fall and Curcherry Rent ave at 7 si « fo 
Factory Sepoy Guard _ ve bia oF » 6 


In addition to the allowances for his extablishment, the Collector received 
commission on his collections of revenue, at the rate of one per cent. on the 
first ten laks and a half percent. on the remainder. 

The officials at Burdwan were frequently in trouble with the authorities 
atthe Presidency, Kinloch, who was well disposed to the Rajat, was taken 
fo task for suggesting remissions of revenue, for making « tour of his district 
in order to ascertain the effécts of the flood of 1787, for appointing as Dewan 
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a nominee of the Rajah, for not resorting immediately to attachment in order 
to realize over+ine revenue, and for delaying reports. On the last account, in 
May 1788, the Board threatened to suspend him for uowarrantable neglect.” 
In 1787, after being censured three times, he was informed that his. repre- 
hensible conduct (in neglecting to attach the Rajah's personal property) had 
been reported to the Governor-General, whose attention had also. been drawa 
ta the state of the Burdwan collections. 

On Einloch's death, Brooke reported a deficiency of Rs. $0,000 In the 
treasury, but in a subsequent report reduced the amount to Rs, 38,000. He 
explained this action, but not to the satisfaction of the Board, who fined him 
one hundred rupees. They also ordered him to pay the cost of the Factory 
Sepoy guard for two months, which would have been equivalent to a fine of 
Rs. 1,238 ; but he evaded this imposition at the Rajah’s expense. 

Mercer was more fortunate than his predecessors; but in May t790 he 
was threatened with a fine of Rs. 1,000 for delay in submitting his list of 
prices current, 

There are a few letters relating to the conduct of the- Company's 
servants and the rules of the service’ On the 6th March 1789 the 
Governor-General issued an order “ precluding all Collectors of Revenue 
and Customs from concern in Commercial Transactions, or in the manage- 
ment of any Banking House or Agency, from and after the first day of May 
next." The Board's objection to a local enquiry in orderto ascertain the 
effects of a flood on the crops is mentioned elsewhere. In January 1789, 
when requiring Kinloch to supply information on which a general settlement 
of the district fora term af years might be based, they stipulated that no 
local scrutiny of the conditions should be made. There Is an order from the 
Governor-Gerteral, dated 25th January «790, that every Civil Servant, who 
proposed to return to Europe, must resign his appointment before leave 
would be granted. 

In a letter dated oth October 1787, Bruce gives an account of a great 
flood which occurred on Monday, ist October. 

“The town is totally destroyed, not a vestige of a mud house remaining, 
and even those built of brick are many of them fallen or so entirely damaged 
that a longer residence in them becomes dangerous, Many people have lost 
their lives and a great number of cattle drowned. Nothing but the banks af 
the tanks remain for the reception of every living animal." 

The whole district suffered, but especially the southern pergannahe. 
The flood was followed by an outbreak of cattle disease, A later letter 
draws the attention of the Board tothe “effects to be apprehended from 

ee eee ee eee 
* Latter dated 16th May 1783. A report, which had been due on ooh January, eras wll) pending, 
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the contagion of the Carnage which is so dreadful in many places as to 
threaten even a Plague to the inhabitants.” 

At this time the Rajah was responsible for the peace of the distvict 
The Thanadars were paid by grants of land, but the Zemindar collected 
from them an aniwal tax of Rs, 5,000 This tax, which was the cause of 
great hardship to the cyots, was abolished at Mercer's instance in 1790. 
The Rajah was allowed to deduct from the annual revenue payable by him 
the sum of Rs, 103,360, for the payment of his Nagdi establishment. In 
June 1787 the Company reduced the allowance to Rs. 50,000, which was 
considered sufficient for the maintenance of a force of Pykes, or village 
Watchmen, throughout the district. The Rajah’s responsibility was by no 
means nominal, In 1790 be was made to pay half the amount of a remit- 
tance of Rs, 30,000 from the Birbhum treasury to Calcutta, This was seized 
by dacofts in Thana Manirampur; and the Rajah's police falled to recover 
any part of the sum," The Rajah complained that he had received no 
intimation of the despatch of the treasure, so that he could not realize the 
amount due, as be would ordinarily have done, by the levy of a fine on the 
pergannah responsible. 

Ina letter, dated 36th September 1788, Thomas Brooke, acting Collector, 
quotes an instance of the incapacity of the Rajah’s Police, A dacoit named 
Jeebna. had laid waste with fire whole villages in Pergannahs Sherghbar 
and Sen Pahari, levying contributions and murdering and plundering the 

“Forty of the Rajah’s Pykes were sent out with twenty of the Factory 
Sepoys. At the first engagement the ’ykes withdrew and oe want: of pay 
returned to Burdwan, and if it had not been for the subsequ 
sent by Mr, Leslie, Magistrate of Ramagur, it is probable the intel of our 
Sepoys would have been cut off and Jeebna never taken.” 

The Company had no troops at Burdwan at this time: but Kinloch 
maintained, for the protection of the treasury, a force of one hundred sepoys, 
ineluding a small drum and fife band. The monthly cost, which he charged 
in his treasury accounts, wag Re, 619, This payment appears to have been 
quite unauthorised ; but no objection to it was taken until Kinloch’s death 
in September 1788, Brooke, who succeeded him; asked permission to keep 
on this force: and sugpested that, as the Board objected to the monthly . 

emia it was utterly impossible for him to defray the expenses from 
his personal property, the sepoys should be paid by the Rajah from his 
allowance for Exon but should not be under his control. Thissimple solution 
of the difficulty recommended itself to the Board, but not to the Rajah, who 


—==— «  ___... 


. This incident fs wentloned in Hunter's Annals of Kore! Beepal, 
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found that he was expected to pay the force, in addition to his own 
establishment, for the two months which had elapsed since Kinioch’s death. 
His protests, however, were in vain, and he was made to reduce Mis estab- 
lishment of Fykes to the extent necessary to pay the Company's force. 

Another of the Rajah’s duties was the Pulbandhil, the maintenance of 
embankments, etc. For this purpose he was allowed a deduction of reverie 
amounting to Rs. Gocco a year. In a letter, dated 26th October 1737, 
Kinloch complimented the Rajah's family on their administration of the 
Pulbandhi ; but early in the following year he was compelled to apply for an 
extra grant from the Board of Rs 80,000. In May 1788 the Company 
appointed Mr, Thomas Marriott Superintendent of Palbandhi. There are 
several) letters from him, drawing attention to the ruinous state. of the 
embankments and asking for funds to prosecute the necessary repairs ; and 
one from Mercer, dated 28th June 1790, in which he complains that the 
Rajah persistently ignores his requests to take in hand the repairs to the 
bandhs of Radhanagar, 

The “New Military Road" from Midnapore to Berhampore, through 
Jahanabad, Burdwan and Katwa, was in charge of a Superintendent, Lieute- 
nant John Rankin. The road was only fifteen feet wide and was not raised 
sufficiently to prevent flooding in the rainy season, The ryots cut canals 
across it and dammed the ditches, to suit their idea of a proper water-supply, 
Cultivation extended on both sides up to the narrow ditches which bordered 
the road. Rankin pointed out the necessity of reserving from cultivation a 
broad strip on either side: In 1788 the Governor-General in Council passed 
orders that the Zemindar would be held responsible for any loss caused by the 
ryots’ irrigation schemes. 

The postal arrangements were confined to a dik service between 
Hooghly and Burdwan, One Munshi, one Jemadar and sixteen Peuns, 
disposed at six stations, were employed at a cost of Rs. 105 a month, The 
service was instituted by Brooke in 1788, There is @ letter from Kinloch 
complaining that a letter from the Khalsa, dated 1786, was not delivered to 
him antil 23rd March 1787. 

The Board of Revenue was a hard taskmaster. After the severe food of 
October 1757, Kinloch made a tour of part of his district in order to ascertain 
the amount of the damage, and supported the Rajah's request for an enquiry 
into the state of the crops in the perpannahs which had suffered most from 
the inundation, But the Board refused to hear of the supension of any part 
of the revenne demand on account of the flood, and showed some annoyance 
at the mere stiggestion of a local investigation, In December they wrote :— 

“We do not think it necessary that you should make a circuit of your 
district for the purpose of ascertaining the losses sustained, the Right 
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Honourable the Governor-General in Council having on a late occasion 
declared they cannot admit of a temporary calamity constituting any just 
ground for Government granting remission on a settled and moderate 
Jumma, it being under such circumstances incumbent on the zemindars and 
not on the Government to grant such relief aos may be wanted to the 

The Rajah then complained of his inability to enforce his demands on 
his ryots, Kinloch said that he must be allowed to do this, if he:-was to 
collect the entire revenue, although it would bring misery upon the people. 
But the Board, while refusing any remission, told Kinloch that it was his 
duty “to see that the demands of the farmers and zemindars upon the ryots 
are rot enforced with-a severity which the engagements or circumstances of 
the latter do not allow,” Before this they had given him instructions “not 
to to prevent the Rajah from enforcing payment of his Just 
demands from his farmers.” The Governor-General directed that "the 
Rajah may be expressly required to grant such a remission to the Ryots as 
will be adequate to the purpose of their relief, and to suspend from the 
demand from his Renters a proportionate amount thereof to be recovered at 
a future period.” But, as this remission was not extended to the revenue: 
due from the Rajah, it can have bad little effect as a measure of relief. 

In a letter, dated 22nd July 1789, from the Public Department, Council 
Chamber, the Governor-General in Council announced his intention of 
preventing the continuance of “the practice which has subsisted for several 
years (notwithstanding the prohibiting reguiations of Government) of 
exporting natives from this country to be sold as slaves in other parts of 
India” A proclamation was forwarded with the letter, but this is not found 
in the correspondence. 

There is 2 report from Kinloch to John Shore, dated March 1757, on the 
relations between the Zemindar, the farmers and the ryots.. He says >— 

“Ido not find that any taxes have been imposed by the Zemindar 
within the Jast three years, nor have the ryots ever preferred any serious 
complaints of undue exactions being levied by the farmers. or their under- 
tenants, and from the mode of collecting the revenues in the Mofassil I may 
venture to assert from the above reasons that no general oppressive acts are 
exercised by the farmers that require the interposition of Government, as 
the existing complaints are easily remedied in the Mal Adalat, being 
only disputes of sucha nature as must ever inevitably arise between the 
under-tenants and the ryots.” 

But this report is not borne out by subsequent letters, in which references 
are made to-attempts on the part of the Rajah to increase a Talugdar's rent 
and to levy “salami.” In August 1789 Mercer drew attention to the 
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unauthorised collection by the Zemindar of the " Marocha,” or tax upon 
martinge, and an order of prohibition followed, 

The Company had many factories in the district. The Residents: at 
these factories were concerned! only with the commercial enterprise of the 
Company, and were tinder the control af the Board of Trade; but they 
received remittances from the Burdwan treasury for the expenses of their 
establishments and advances to thelr weavers, The protection which they 
afforded their own people sometimes clashed with the mithority of the 
Collector. Mr. Wall at Keerpoy, is represented as‘a particular offender in this 
respect; and the slightly bitter correspondence which passed between him 
and the Collector at the beginning of 1787 ended in an appeal to the 
President of the Board of Revenue to pass a resolution compelling Resident: 
to furnish the Collector with a lst of the weavers and Tootia actyietin had 
taken advances, and to refer all disputes to him, Wall was evidently aman 
of strong measures, When he found that the orders he had issued to his 
Aurungs, prohibiting manufacturers from receiving advances. from outside 
merchants, were disregarded, he sent out peons to destroy the thread in the 
loons of weavers who had received such advances. Kinloch also objected, 
very natutally, to the action of Mr, Crommelin, of Ghatal, in Hstening to 
grievances of the ryots against the Collector, and representing them to 
Government. “The powers of the Residents to protect their dependents were 
evidently large: ax Kinloch complains that a murderer, in the employ of one 
of the Aurungs, would probably evade arrest under cover of (he Company's 
regulations. | | 

There is a letter, dated oth December 1787, from Kinloch to. Wall, 
asking the latter to release a gomasta whom he had imprisoned and to refer 
all cases of complaint to the Collector. 

In March 1787 Brooke was sent to enquire into the disputes between 
the Resident at Ghatal and the farmers. After complétion of this enduiry, 
an order was issued that -— 

“The Tootia ryots, who shall receive the Company's advances, are not, 
on actount of balances of revenue, to be seized by the farmers. or confined 
or molested by peons being placed over them; but the lzaradar shall prefer 
his complaint in writing to the Chief of the Factury." 

A list of the Residents mentioned in the letters is given at the end-of 
this note, The extent of the commercial transactions of the factorins may 
be gauged by the remittances from ‘tlie treasury, Keerpoy rmenived 
Ra, 135,628 and Haripal Rs, 64.416 every two mantis, In Jannury i790 the 
Resident at Radhanagar wrote-that, if the Rajah would repair the ernitiaril- 
ments, be would be able to provide 1600 maundeof raw silk, anc 1200.in the 
ensuing year, Tine monthly cast of establishment at Keerpoy was only Ra, 500, 
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In April 1738 Kinloch was told to buy rice for the Presidency, where 
there wassome scarcity. The Honourable Chiarles Bruce was deputed to 
ascertain what amount would be available At the same time, in order to 
discourare hoarding, an order was issued to the Thanadars :— 

"As | understand that there are several Beparis Merchants and others 
who have made considerable hoards of ¢rain which they will not sell, you will 
therefore publish throughout the jurisdiction of your Tannadarry: that itis 
ordered that all such persons having grain shall give an account of the 
quantity of the same and any one failing in this or givingin a false account 
shall, upon proof of the same, be Hable to have his rice seized and forfeited 
to Government," 

This proclamation was the result of an order from the Governor-General 
that if any people were found hoarding undwe quantities of grain, it was to 
be seized and sold at public auction; and it was left to the Collectors 
discretion whether the amount so realised should be paid to the owner of 
applied to the relief of the distressed. Bruce attached large quantities of 
grain; bot in May orders came from Government to release it, “upon 
obligations being received from the proprietors that they will send it to the 
market.” The prices ascertained by Bruce were from 45 to-s5 seérs of rice, 
and 8 to 1605 of paddy, per aicca rupee. But at the end of June there was 
scarcity throuchout the district, ard the price of rice rose to 1o seers for the 
rupee in the southern pergannahs, which had suffered most from the flood 
of 1737, 

There are 2 few references to indigo. In February 1738 orders were 
issued to the Collectors of Bihar, Burdwan and Chittagong to afford protec- 
tlon and assistance to Mr. William Boyce, who was engaged in a plan for 
carrying ot) manufacture on his own account, the Company to be given 
preference in the purchase of the produce, Ina letter, dated a4th March, 
Kinloch informed Boyce, who had asked Hf he could be allowed to hold 
indigo lands in his own name, that the Collector was forbidden to grant land 
in farm to any European. In June 1790 there was some correspondence 
betwenn the Collector and Robert. Jennings, Indigo Planter at Ghyretty. 
The fatter had hac trouble over the sowing of Indigo, and wished to settle the 
disputes by means of his own Amins; bot Mercer replied that he could not 
delegate his powers as District Magistrate, 

The jail at Burdwan was used chiefly for people who were in arrears of 
revere The Collector sent to the Hoard a montlily statement of persans 
in canfinement. Gyaram Miter, the farmer of Ghatal, was confined in ‘May 
1791 for arrears amounting to Rs. 39,144, and in March 1793 he was still 
in jail The list for May 1792 includes the name of one of the Zemindars 
of Mandalghst, whose debt was over half a lakh. The wives ol Rajah 
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Chitter Sen* also appear as debtors in 1791. They underwent imprison- 
ment by proxy. 

Occasional notices of deserters appear in the records, In Jone 1783 
Thomas Quennal and Abraham Barwell, of the sth Battalion, were arrested 
by the Thanadar of Poobdul and made over to the Military authorities. 
There is a tlescription, dated May 1789, of William Whiteman, who had 
deserted from the Ist Grenadier Company at Berhampur.. He was arrested 
near Burdwan and sent to Béerhampur, where a Court Martial was held on 
5th June by Captain Cox, Lieutenants ‘D'Auvergne, Hancour and Falvey 
and Ensign Stuart. Whiteman was found guilty of aksenting himself 
without leave from znd May to 3rd June, and sentenced to receive three 
hundred lashes. In May 1790 two other deserters, William Young and 
Thomas Wellbeloved, of the 5th Battalion, were caught in Burdwan. They 
were convicted at a Court Martial held at Berhampur, but the sentence is not 
noted. 

On tst July 1789 Lord Cornwallis passed orders for a census," His 
Lordship is aware that this statement cannot be prepared with any accuracy 
without minute tedious enquiries, but seeing objections to these, he wishes 
only to have conjectural estimates from the Collectors on the spot.” Mercer 
lost no time in making his “conjectural estimate," and on the ath returtied 
the population of the district at 700,000, This was a very modest figure 
indeed. A ‘year afterwards. he doubled his former estimate, basing it on 
Major Rennell's figures -— | 

“The District of Burdwan contains 8,000 villages which are divided 
into 3 classes, the first is supposed to contain 200, the second so and the 
third § houses, and admitted there are 4 persons to each house, the 
number of souls in the district will be 1,360,000, or nearly 263 inhabitants 
to each square mile.” 

In April 1788 the Honourable Charles Bruce was deputed to investigate 
the claims of the Priors of Bandel to certain lands. He sent Kinioch a long 
report, which is to be found in the records. 

There fg a letter, dated 21st April, from the Secretary to Government, 
saying that the principal native inhabitants of the Company's territories 
were desirous of bearing testimony to Mr. Hastings’ merits, and giving 
permission to Judges, Callectors and Residents to receive and transmit 
such testimonials when offered. 

In addition to the subjects referred to in this note, reports on the 
following ate to be found in the records of these four years -— 

1790.—The cultivation antl manufacture of cotton, 








* The predecessor and cousid of Maharwiahb Tilak Chand, Te} Chand's falher. 
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June 17838.—The coinage of the district and the “batta” allowed on 


the various kinds of rupees. 
February 1790—A proposal to settle the district for a period of ten 


June 1788.—The land tenures. 

June 1787.—The resumption of allowances to the Rajah for the 
Dasahara Puja and the Punesh. 

June 1787—The resumption of part of the Rajah's collection 
charges, (These were cut down from Rs, 68,720 to 
28,720.) 

May 1790.—Abkari. (The Abkari Mahal for 1789 was Rs. 3,274. 
Mercer reported that a still could prodoce So quarts 
of spirit in the twenty-four hours and make a nett 
profit of annas thirteen.) 

March 1789.—The liquidation of the Rajah’s Deori debts. (Proposal 
to sel] the pergannahs of Ambooah, Nully, Sain 
Pahary and Monohurshy to Messrs. Vansittart, 
Hinginson, Bathoe, Lewes and Fleetwood, and 
Husury Mull and Dalchund.) 

The Salt administration. 
The encouragement of the cultivation of the mulberry. 

February 1790—The purchase of bullocks for military transport. 
(Extract from the copyist’s version of a fetter from 
Brooke to the Collector of Midnapore: “I have been 
able to procure two hundred and although they are 
of Pharoah's lean kind, they are very best that this 
district afforded,” ) 

‘May 1789.—A proposal to discontinue the system of keeping cach 
Zeminidar's land fn one Collector's jurisdiction, and 
to include isolated villages in the district in which 
they were situated, 

September 1789,—Proceedings in the Mal Adalat In a suit brought 

by the Ranis.of Maharajah Chitter Sen against 
Maharajah Tej Chand. 
There are also two volumes of letters written by Jas, Sherburn and 


C. Keating, Collectors of Birbhum, to Arthur Heselrige, Assistant at 
Bishenpoor. They cover a period from June ¢788:to October 1789, 


List of persons who corresponded with the Collector of Burdwan, 


1786-1790. 


Lord Cornwallis, Governor-General, 
Honourable John Macpherson, Governor-General. 
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Thomas Graham, 

]. Mackenzie. » Board of Revenue. 

R. Johnson, 

J. Evelyne. 

Edward May, Keeretary fo Government. 

William Cowper, President.of Committer of Revenue. 

John Stables, - 

G. C, Meyer, Adiing Preparer hi Reports ta the Ritshiie Departient., 
Lieut.-Col, the Hon. O. Bie, Chief of Fredevicsnagore. 





John Sherburn owe s+ Collector of Birbhum. 
Charles Keatinge ose wha ” ns nH 

C. Burrowes oun be nv ww Midsapore 
J. Redfern = an » ww dadia, 
Thomas Short, Esq. ... « | Calcutta 

Lieut.-Col, Peter Murray - Adjutant-General 

: John Forbes. 
Mr. John Cheap ie w. Resident at Sonamukhi. 
» Wall w, - i v « Keerpoy and 
Chandrakona, 

» Charles Crommelin = - « Ghatal, 

» Edward Fletcher ... one » » Santipor 

» RobertGosling  ... a aT \, 

‘ James Froshard ... on " " 

1% Edward Close mat oo oF Ph 

" Leonard Collings red aoe as vt 

» C&S Collinsoh  ... “vs - " 

P. Towchet ons oe a" " 

» Be Willcox ae +7 sh a 
Col. Johnson ~_ .- HBerhamprr, , 
Captain Jahn Rankin , » Supetintendent, New Road, 
William Dent =i aw. Salt Agent at Tamluk. 


Thomas Lyon (appointed in 1788 “to make a canal of communication 
between the tums of the river near Cossimbazaar,”) 


William Boyce ibe --« Indigo Manter, 

Robert Jennings ; » at Ghyretty, 
Thomas Marriott ans ta Supertitendent of Pulbandbi. 
}. Telzingh .. +o. oon Chinsurah, 


Bengal: Past and Present. 


A Letter of the Marquis of Dalhousie to Sir Richmond Shakespear. 
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Lb 


CossIMNtZAR, 
gr April 1763. 
To Strawtaxa Batson, Esa. 


Sta, 

The many daily eccurrences here and reports convinces me our Trade and everything 
will speedily be pot a stop to if some measures are mot taken-to prevent it: There is an 
order passed for destroying all the Mulberry Trees in the country, and they have actually 
commenced putting it in. execution, so that we can expect no Silk or Silk Piocg Goods far 
the ensuing year if it's not pot an immediate stop to. 1 bear thera Is the seme Order 
concerning all the Cotton Planta which will be as Detrimental to the white Cloth Trade 
It's publickly talked at the City that the Nabob is determined to get rid of ws axe way oF 
another, that he haa Money enough to pay hia Troops Longer than weshal) beable 14 stay 
in the Country without Trade, for which reason he'll destroy all-the produce of the Country 
which may furnish Trade, for it’s allone to hin whether we are in the Country of not, 
if we won't pay him any Duties, antl he'll either oblige us ta do that or quit the Country. 

Several Parties of Horse and Foot have arrived at the City within these two or three 
Days, and great Preparations making for Defence (n cass oor Army comes this Wayans 
it is reported they are coming, and that they fat marched a hittle way and were recalled, 
I though« it proper to acquaing you-of the Order concerning the Mullerry Trees and Cotton, 
as: | think the Governor and Council should be acquainted therewith by which they'll 
perceive how aue Trade is likely to be destroyed. The Tormtoma have actually been about 
with the orders and several Puople sent to destroy all tho Mulberry fields: Should you 
think “eitli mn it's nbotssary to acquaint the Board with these things, shail be obliged to you 

if you'd acquaint me with the reult. 
' I ami with Respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servt, 
Jxo, Casmnrns.* 

FP. S.—i think it would be highly mecessary to have a few more Seapoys at this, Factory. 
Reporta min very Hijg) ‘and insalent and) 1 believe was the Army to march we should be 
surriunded ‘at this Factcey. Therefore should be gind to Have @ fow Seapoys to defend 
ourselves, “The Arts of thé Seapoys here are very bad, {wish you would apply for some , 
* Jolin Chambers. wat subecyuently captased and taken to Patna, whore he and Lyon were mursucred, 
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a 
To tw Hon'sus Herar Vawarrtaat, Esa. 
‘The 27th June 1763. 
The Phousdar of Rejamall haying seized the Dauks and Letters® dispatched the 


asth Tost. and made them Prisoner, all the Danks are fied from their Posts and 
all the Letters dispatched since are returned. 

We should have wrote o general Letrer, but as i i very late | just take the 
Liberty to acquaint you of it, as also that we have had no Letters in from Patna these two 
Days. 

bam with Respect, 
Sir, 
}xo,. CHAMnEEs, 


Catcrrta. 
The 6th July 1763. 
Hon'sre Ste AND Sras, 

Accompanying this we beg leave to lay before you the Proceedings of a Committee which 
we held the 4th Inst, containing sach articles as appears to us best calculated for restoring 
the Peace of the country and securing the Company's Interests, and which we therefore 
think it necessary the Nabob Meerjaffier Aly Cawn should agree to before he is reinstated 
in the government, 

We are with Respect 
Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 
Wa BILLers. 
jouw Caatien 

Received a letter from Mr, Johnstone at Burdwan dated the 5th enclosing the following 
Note from Mr, Motte 

KEwGont, ath fuly 17ty 
Sin, 

I have just received Advice, that yesterday Mr, Amyatt’s party on their return [rom 
Mongheer, were attacked and put to the sword by Mahomed Tucky Khan, Two Gentlemen, 
much wounded, are escaped to Mahutter, and | have sent Plankeens to fetch them hither, 
who they are | koow not, but they are in a most miserable Condition. 

1 hear alvo Cossimbutar Factory ts surrounded, 

| am 
Sir, 
Your most humble Serv, 
qT. Morre 

* The Rev. J. Long coves that the dike from Caleatta to Betiarex at thin period waa ad Agrulip, 

Murehedabed, Rajnahal, Stkriguil, Bhanglpus, etc. 
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4. 

Reesived the following Note from Cossimbuzar dated the ath July at to at Night. 
How'ate Sin avn Sras, 

We yesterday informed you of the Fate of Mr. Amyatt and his Party. We were then 
in Expectation of being surrounded, and now Forces are all around us with Cannon, and 
we expect to be attacked before Morning; we shall do our best to keep the Factory till 
Relief can be given ws; to which purpose we have wrote to Amboa, or where the party 
reported to be marched may be. 


We aré, 
Hon'ble Sir and Sis, 
6 or 7,000 Men and & pieces of Your most obedt. humble Servts. 
Cannon more are on the (Sd.) jouw Coammers, 
road tis said... . T. FP. Lrow. 


Fort WItiam, 
tha Sth July 1763. 
To Mason Toomas Anams 
Sta, 

We have been reduced to the necessity of declaring war against the Nabob Castim Aly 
Cawn for the Reasons which you will observe in the enclosed Proclamation and which 
containeth Hkewise an Acknowledgement of the Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn, whom we iternd 
to re-instate. The whole Army has therefore taken the Field, and we must desire that you 
willl prosecute with Vigor every measure, Offensive and Delensive, which may tend to 
bring the war to a speedy conclusion and firmly to establish the Nabob Meer Jaffier in the 

Hor these purposes we desire Bret that you will cause him to be proclaimed at the Head 
of the Army. 

You will then proceed on with him to Moorshedabad and alter placing him on the 
tusnud, cause him again to be proclaimed in the usual Form. 

When the Nabob is thus far fixed in the Government it will be mecessary that he give 
his attention to the setdement. of the countries which may have come in our possession 
with a View of obtaining supplies of Money and drawing to his standard the Assut- 
ance of the Officers and inhabitants of the Country. This last Circumstance of making 
alliances, and gaining over to his Friendship some of the principal subjects; is a Matter 
which cequires hin most immediate and best Consideration; and We must therefore beg 
that you will assist, and urge the Nabob not to be delated in thu Business. 

Por your further procerding towards Monghir to effect the entire Reduction of 
Cossim Aly Cawn, you must be guided by the Circumstances which may occur in the 
Execution of the Joregeing part of these Instructions. 

We have ordered Mahomed Aly Beg the Nabob's, late Collector of the Dacca Districts 
to be senta Prisoner with the Army, with a View that you may obtain in Exchange for him 
the Release of some of our Genilemen, who sre now in the Power of Cossim Aly Cawn. 

Agreably to = resolution of Council We have likewise ordered Coja Petruse to accom- 
pany the Army, and We desire you will keep him under such Restraint and make such use 
of him, as you may think necessary for the good of the service. 
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We have directed Mr. Johmatant ot Burdwan to remit te your paymaster the Amount 
of his Collections for delraying the Expences of the Army. 

Major Carnac is appointed to proceed and take upon him the Command of Capt 
Koox's Detachment at Burdwan, and enclosed is a Copy af his Instructions, 

We are concerned toadd to these instructions that by = Letter received last Nigit 
frow the Nabob there je the greatest Reason to fear our Fores at Paina have met witha 
very severe Clieck. ft therefore becomes necessary that-you do proceed with the greatest 
Caution and be careful to leave nothing tn your rear which may in any manner endanger 
the safety ol the Senlement, 

Having 4 thorough reliance on your Prudence, Courage amd good Conduct, We have 
only further to. wish that your operations may be crowned with success, 


We are with Esteem, 
Sir, 
Your most obedicnt, Humble Servant, 
(Signed) H. VassitTTart, 
deca. Connell, 


Fort WiLuiMs, 
The &th July 173. 


To Maron jJoun Camwac 


Sin, 

We have been rediwed to the necessity of declaring War agait the Nabob Cossim Aly 
Cawn for the reasons which you will observe in the enclosed Proclamation and which 
containeth an Acknowledgement of ibe Nabob Jaffer Aly Cawn whom We intend 
to reinstate The whole Anny has therefore taken the Fickd to prosecute with ‘Vigor every 
Measure which may tend to bring the War to a speedy Conclussion, and firmly te establish 
Nabob Meer Jaffer in the Government 

Agreably to the Resolution of the amd Instant you will proceed to Burdwan and take 
vpon: you the Command of the Detachment now under Captain Knox and as s00n as. you 
jotn it you will cause the Nabob to be proclaimed at the Head of the Troops. 

This Detachment we originally intended should proceed and tae Possession of Beerboon 
ara] afterwards if necessary join the Body of the Army at Moorshedabad. But.as the 
Circumstances of Affairs are since much altered, you must guide yourself entirely by the 
Orders which you may receive from Major Adama, | \ 

Aa we have greal redeon to apprehend there may be an Irruption made [rom the 
Western parts of the Burdwan Provinee, We must recommend your collecting and trans 


mitting to us wll possible Intelligence. 
We depend wntirely on your good Conduct and heartily wish you succest 
Weare willy Kisteem. 
Sir; 
Wour most obedient h’ble Servants, 


(Signed). H. Vansirraar 
koa, Covert. 
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Te 
Capy ef a Letter from Lient, Glen te Major Carnac. 
Came at Dimicmatr ty July 176y 

To Mazor Jone Canxac, 

1 exarched [ror Burdwan the oth instant and arnved withm one Mile of Cutwa where 
I receired Orders to join Captain’ Lang, but could not march past Cutwa being in the rout 
of Mahomed Tucky Cawn's Troopa, tut was obliged to attempt iL which we did yesterday 
about y2 o'clock, and, 26 | had forseen, they [all upon our rear ino Villuge, which brought on 
an Engagement about 3 o'clock bs, which tasted till sun sett, when, after several Times 
being reduced to few men and the gun, we got the best of lt, and drove them by heaps. 
headlong inte the Piver and thes pursued the rest till dark, they say there was about 4 or 
7,000 Horse anda great Number of Foot with fire Arms, they behaved bravely, Bat our 
Superior fire andl the advantage we nad of the ground gave it in our favour, for, although our 
Seapoys behaved with the greatest resolution, inspite of fire, they were three times broke and 
as often rallied again, But the Gun was what saved us all, for we fired above So rounds and 
20 Grape out of her in less than three Hours, we made a great slaughter among the Enemy, 
ior the Ditches ware lined with dead Bodys, and our People have got several of their Horses 
and many are lying hilled on the spot. We have lost but few, 1 belleve they don't amount to 
go Men killed and wounded, which is nothing considering the long and hot Action we had; 
we are nowcleaning our Arms amd getting ready against Captain Lang's Arnval which we 
expect will be in one hour and ther we may soon drive the cemaindor of them accross them 
the river. | have no other News. 


Sir, 
Your most humble and most obedient Servane, 
Wituam Gusw, 
z : 
Letter from Majer Adams te the President, 
BULLAPAMRAn 19th July 1703. 
Dean Sia, 


Lhave the pleasure of acquainting you that this Morning I attacked Tucky Cawn and 
entirely defeated him) they have left four Pieces of Cannon in the Finld ; he was joined 
before the Battle by Sheik Hitruttools, Jatiw Cawn & Coja Arratoon with one thousand 
Seapoys We have killed of the Cavalry Lieutenant D’Ellazarte and Lieutenant South 
mortally wounded—two gallant Officers. | will send you further Particulars, a5 soon ay [ can 
find leisure, 

Dear Sir, 
Titomas ApaMs. 


Freto or Barriz, 
aie amd August 1763 
Letter from Major Adame to the President. 
~ Lhave the pleasure to acquaint you of having thie Day obtained a compleat Victory 
over the Armenians and Seapoye ‘They behaved very gallantly, { believe f have taken 
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most of the Patna Artillery. Particulars at present i out of my Power, only that oor Troops 
behaved with their isual Courage; we have lost some gallant Officers, particularly my 
Aide Camp Lisntenant Glen. ; 
lam, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
Thomas Adams 
to, | 
Extract of » Letter from Majoc Adame to the President dated the toth August 1763. 
On the third instant | wrote to the Chicf amd Council of Dacca, to deliver op wo 
Mahomed Rera Cawn whom the Nabob has appointed Naib of that District all the State 
Prisoners and Effects belonging to the Country Government. The Nabob requests of you 
to write to the same Purport to them.” 
i Camp at FULEETPone. 
25th Augusl 1763 
Dgae Sir, 


Last Night we began our first Work after having secured our Encampment by an 
Intrenchment in front and rear, our Flanks being secure by a natural Fence, of the 
River on the right and a Swamp on the left, this being a necessary previous step as we knew 
the Enemy's Intention of attacking our rear with the Cavairy on any Attempt we might 
make on their Works At 7 in the Evening we advanced from our Post in Front about 2,700 
Yards from their Works to within t,208 Vardsof them, and before Morning finished a Parallel 
af Go Yards with a Parapet of 12 feet and a Ditch in front of 5 fest and'4 Deep, This Parallel 
was covered on the beft (the right extending to the River) by a redoubt of two Faces of 5 Vards 
each and two Fianks of Six, containing Six Embrasures, the Merlans of which are 13 Pest 
and 7 high with a Ditch in Front of'12 Feet broad. The Gorge and the rear of the parallel 
Protected by a Ditch of 6 Feet broad and 5 Deep quite to the River. This with Part of the 
Communication to Camp was finished before Break of Day, with a Magasme for four 
Fieid Pieces. A hundred and twenty Europeans and three hundred Seapoys | ordered 

This Morning the Enemy were much surprized at the Work and fired a few Shott at i 
which not being answered they imagined We had no Guns and osccordingly oft 12 o'clock 
marched out two Battalions of Seapoys commanded by Marcat (and covered by the fire from 
their Works) to storm our redoubt ; Capt. Moran, the Commanding Officer, amused thers 
by his Silence with a Confirmation of their Opinion, till within so Vards of him, when he on. 
masked his Embrarares and poured in a Round of Gmpe amongst them and Musquetry, 
which not a little disconcerted them, but a Second sent them all to the right about and at the 
same time a brisk Ricochet firing from Camp, obliged their Cavalry upwards of 2,000 coming 
about to attack our left Flank to retire with great Precipitation. 

We shall finish our Communication to Night and carry up all our Fascines in order to 
advance another Work to-morrow ; the Enemy are in great Confusion ; and lost upwards ol 
a hundred killed at the Battery and a great number wounded. 

Inclosed are two Indents for Arms and Stores, that for the Boats, | should be glad was 
forwarded with all expedition. 





I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
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ia 
Fort oF Suse, 
(SA August ro at Night. 
St, 

I this Morning attacked Surasbeg near Surie in Beerboon, his Force consisted of about 
300 Horses. and about yoo Foot with five Pisces of Cannon, after a short Engagement the 
Enemy run and left us in Possession of all their Guns and afterwards abandoned the Fort, 

Two hours after t received Intelligence from many different People, that Caunder Cawn 
was arrived within @ Coss of me with 6,000 Patan Horse,a few Europeans | suppose 
Poituguere, and Armenians and a thousand Seapoys with Cannon ; thinking myself no way 
capable to oppose so formidable a Force am now making my disposition form hasty retreat, 
after nailing up the Guns, burning the Carriages and the Fort | have lost 10 or 15 Seapoys 

lam Sir with respect, 
Lac, McLean. 


13 
CoLeona 
nif Sepe. 1764 
and Monghcoot 11 Ces, 
Hon'si.e Six, | bead 
inmy letter of yesterday from the Banks of the River Agy, | informed you of my 
Intention to retire to Cutwa and send the Sick amt wounded to Calcuttn, but, finding the 
Enemy have sent no Parties:after me, | have altered my resolution of going to Cutwaand 
will cemain here till) find out the real strength of the Euemy ; and to wait: such Re-inforce- 
ments as canbe spared with « considerable recruit of Ammunition and Military Stores, 
which are greatly wanted; another reason induced me to stay here because tis onthe - 
Frontier of the Burdwan Province. and | can re-enter Beerboon in 4 hours; 1 -muest repear 
that if this Detachment when re-intorced shonld be ordered again into Beerboon, that 
Astillery will be of the utmost consequence as the Enemy are in Possession’ of Nagpore and 
other Places of Strength ; besides it will enconrage the Seapoys, who without Guns or 
Europeans to support them are not altogether to be depended upon. 
1 will send Ensign Bonnaker who ia very ill, with the Sick and wounded off to Day for 
sepa aod will remain here if Vcan till | hear from you. 1 will also acquaint Khodar 
Var Cawn that | will wait bere for him. 
I am with respect, 
Hon'ble Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
Lavoutin Mclean, 


geht Sept, 763. 
Dean Sra, 


Give me leave te congratulate you on our being iv Pomession af the Enemy's Works at 
this Place which | carried by Assault this Morning, with very litth: Loss on. our Side, but 
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a more terrible ore on thal of the Enemy than at Ghyriah, Capt. Broadbrooke is killed and 
Li. Hampton dangerously wounded, about Ave or six other Europeans wounded and- some 
tew Seapoys. 1 will send you the particulars as soan as possible, and am with great Esteem 


Dear Sir, 
Taos. ADAME 


15 

Translation of a Letter from the Nabob Cossim Aly Cawn to Major Adams Dated 40 of 
Sefier of gth Septr, and received the 3d of Rebbee-al-owel or 12 September 1763 at 

That for these three Months you have been laying Waste the King’s Country with your 
Forces, what Authority have you? if you are in possession of any Royal Sunmud for my 
Dismission you ought to send me either the Original or a Copy of it, that having seen # and 
shown it to my Army I may quit this Country and repair to the presence of his Majesty. 
Although 1 have in no respect Intended any Breach of publick Faith, yet Mr, Eilts, regarding 
ot Treaties or Engagements, in Violation of publick Faith, proceeded against me with 
Treachery and Nights Assaults, all my People then believed that no Peace or Terms 
now remained with the English and that wherever they could be found it was their Duty 
to kill them, With this opinion it was that the Aumils of Moorshedabad killed Mr. 
Amyait, But it was by no means agreeable to me that gentlemen should be killed ; 
on this Account 1 write, that if you are resolved on your own Authority to proceed on this 
Business, know for a certainty, that I will cut off the Heads of Mr, Ellis and the rest of your 
Chiefs and send them to you. Eaulinet upon the Success which you have gained merely 
by treachery and night wsagults in two or three places over a lew Jemmutdars sent by me. 
By the Will of God you shall see in what Mamnor this shall be revenged and retaliated. 


J Dated wth September 1763. 
To Cossmw Aty Cawe, 

DP have received from Major Adams the Copy of your Letter to him Dated the last of 
Suffer, Mr, Amyatt and Mr. Hay were sent to you as Embassadors, a title sacred among all 
nations, yet in violation to the title you caused Mr, Anryatt to be attacked and Killed on his 
return, alter having given hin your passports, and Mr, Hay you unjustly kept asa prisoner 
with you. You surrounded and attacked our factory at Cossimbarar and carried away our 
gentlemen from thence prisoners jn a most disgraceful manner to Mongheer; altho’ they 
had no Concern in the War not resisted your People, in like Manner in all other Parts you 
attacked the English ageots who were carrying on their Trade quietly. Some you killed and 
some were carried away prisoners and their effects were everywhere plundered, After these 
proceedings do you ask for what Reason Major Adams waz aent with an Army? Vou know 
the Laws of God and Man; as you had declared you would turn the English out of ithe 
Country and had procesded as far as you could towards It, It became necessary for us to take 
Measures for our own Delence and flor the Care of our Reputation, Thanks be to God that 
Success hay attended our Army thus far and they will continue their March in the same 
manner as far as the Carammnasea that the Country may be freed from Disturbances and the 
inhabitants relleved from the Horrors of War; and alihough we are shocked os must all 
People of all Religions and of all Nations at the Revenge which you threaten to take upon 
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yet the Honor of our Nation and the Interests of the Company will not be sacrificed to this 
consideration oor the operations of cis Army atopt, To put prisoners of war ta death fe an. 
Act which will appear shocking und unlawful net only to Christians and Musseimen but te the 
most barbarous Pagar; auch sentiments are nowhere to be met with, but ameng the Beasts 
of the Forests. After the Batile of Ouds Nulla above a thousand af your Officers and Men 
were Prisnere in the hands of Major Adams who released them without the least hort or 
injury, Reflection this and em your ewn Caracter beth in this world and the sex, and 
remember alvo that }l you had followed my advice this war would not have happened 





7. 
To Majon Toowss Anass, 


Sim, 

The President has laid before t's the Copy of ithe Letter received from Comim Aly 
Cawn enclosed jn your Letter of the roth. 
_ We hope the Revenge be threatens to take on our Chiefs who are Prisoners in his 
‘Hands ts nothing more thana brave proceeding from & Sense of his Incapacity to make any 
further Resistance agaist our Forces or support the War. And great‘as our Concern is for 
the Safety of these Gentlemen We think the more We let it appear to Cosin Aly Cawn, 
the more We stall expose then to sech a Risk Lt is impossible any Terms of Accomodation 
can tuke place between Us, nor should We give him the feast Hopes that the Operations of 
aur Army can be suspended on that Account; Considering thereforn that We have no 
equivalent to offer him for their Release, We have thanglt it proper that a Letter should be 
wrate hiin by the Presitlent, setting before him the Infamy and fnutility of so horrid a Design, 
46 well ai our necessary. Firmpess and Resolution in the Prosecution of the Wan ‘This 
Letter ia sent you enclosed to be forwarded: with an English Copy tor your Information, 

We: could have wished to have had your Sentiments together with Major Carmnac's and 
Mr, Batson's on so interesting a Point, for although We would most willingly embrace any 
possible Meneure to enaire the Lives of those Gentlemen, yet, nothing has occurred to us 
that can be adopted, unfess the cranting of Cossini Aly Cawn Permission to retire unmelester, 
onzuch a Proposals coming from him and the immediate Delivery of the Prisoners, or 
further, the being allowed to ¢ontinii for o year certain ot Rotas, the Place to which lt ts said 
he has removed his Effects and Family within which timg he may determing for himeell 
whether he will retire. “This even We would grant on the Condition of hig remaining 
quiet, | 

Bat apen the whole, a4 you are on the Spor and may be better able 10 judge of Cossim 

Aly Cawn’s real Designs ant: Circumstances, we must leave it to you ta make use of these 
lestructions or any dther Kepedient which may oocur to yourself, in the most proper Manner, 

‘Vou will communicate the President's Letter to the Nabob and in case sny other Proposals 
should alterwards pass between you and Cossim Aly Cawn, We shall depend an your then 
representing them ina proper light ta the Nabob and obtaining hia Consent. 

One Proposition We think may properly come from us on behalf of Mr. Hay, Casyim 
Aly Cawn having declared that he detained him only asa Hostage for Mahomed Aly, We 
desire that you will make an. offer of sending him this Man, on his delivering up Mr. Hay. 





SA277 
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rf. 





Cawr av Sicraaeiwy, 
Oth September 1 763. 
Dean Sra, 


Vour favor of the gath tutant No o arrived lust Night, after lewring of cur success on 
the sth instant. Captain Mclean will have no Occasion to hesitate a Moment, but ame 
diately to enter ancl take Possession of the Beerbhoan Province, 2s | am econvineed the 
Enemy wil) make no stand. 

Our advance Party are in Possession of Tillagully the Enemy abandone:t it anit iz 
Pieces of Cannon before oor Approach, Cousin Aby it |s said ls gone to Mongheer bur does 
not intend staying there, 





Tam with great Esteem, 
Your most obedt h'ble Serve. 
Tuas. ADAMS; 


{ received your Letior amd understand the Contents. The Engih bowing alwaye hail 
tw View the Articles of the Treaty enderoured by pacific Messare to recite all differences 
with you, Ul! the perfidions Massacre of Mr, Amyait, compelled them contrary. to.ther 
Inclination to-declary War against You, Woo ay it was not. pour Intention to murther 
Mr. Amyatt; why thon did you not punieh tho Aggressorswith the atmow, severity T ‘Chere 
are three Months elapsed and nothing donc, ‘We have mow by the Assigumce of Providence 
brought your Affairs to a very low Ebb. tt bs true you have Mr, Ellis ane many ocher 
Gentlemen in your Power; if a hairof theie Hoads is hum you can have ono upleto Mercy 
from the Engliah and you may depend upon the wtmost Fury of ther Resentment, and 
that they will pursue you to the ulmost Extremity of the Earth, and should we anfortaunately 
ot Isy hold of you, the Vengeance of the Almighty cannot fail overtaking you. I you 
perpetrate so horrid an Actas the Murther of the Gentlemen m yout Custody, 

20. 
Car Sin, 

We had a report yesterday that Coja Gregom had been woundediome days ago by 
a Party of hin Mogul Cavalry who motinied for want-al ther Pay between Soonge Gurnee 
and Nabob Gunge, tt is fost now confirmed by & Aircore arrived {ram ihe Envemy with 
this Addition thar he died next Day and thay forty Prmempal People oncerned wer pus 
to death upon the occasion; tho it was jmagined that the Mogula wert unduced to affront 
and assault Coja Gregore by Comsim Aly Cuwn who began to be very jesloos of him on 
Account of lia good Behaviour to the Engtish: this Account should prove tre Coje 
Poetrure can be of no further Service to-us, | therefore wwnld recommend sending him 
dow again to Caleutta, bot shall wait the directions of the Board ow that Head: 

I must confess this Piece ol Newa gives ine some Concert: as by all Accounts he 
behaved very wall to ofr Gentlemen. Abd it waa that only that occasioned him to Tall kinder 
Cozsim Aly Cawn's Displeasure, had he lived he might probably han assisted In affecting 
their Escape, os we heer he frequently was the Meana cf auving thelr Lives ay well am the 
Seats of other Prisonera 

i am, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most obedt, h'hle Servt. 
Taos ADAMS 
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ai. 
Canr a? Bitavrone 
ard Ortober 1763, g fom 
Te Mason ous Caksac 
SIR 

Finding that a Body of Cossim Aly Cawn’s Troops have assembled themselves in the 
Provinee‘al Beerboom. We juige it necessary (o fdrnt a eeparate Army In that Quarter, as 
well to reduce and expel thid Body of Troops from Beerboom and to defend the Burdwan 
Provines: ayalnat any Inrowds or Attenipia ta distur ihe Collections fron any Enernty 
whatsoever. 

We have tharefore determined to reinforce ihe Detachment which | already thers, with 
allthe Troops We can ponsitily spucy fram hens, and chat you shall proceed to tale spon 
| be the Command, ‘This Army when you have jomed pou will find to-conalet of four hundred 

Europeans, abou! a ihousind Seapoys amd four Gums, wy thal in case the Stluation of the 
Enemy or the Nature of the Caumtry should require it, you will be enabled to form two 
Bodies for execuiing the intended Service, 

We have appointed Mr. James Ashburner ami MrWm, Barton to attend you in the 
Capacity of Paymaster and Commissary, 

The Pay and Expences of the Army will bea supplied out of the Collections by Mr. 
Johnstone at Burdwan, with whom alyo you will piease to consult on any Measures which may 
be necessary to be taken for the Safety of the Province. 

You will further observe and follow ail such Directions as you may receive from. Major 

Adams. 


And having a thorough rellance on yout good Conduct We have only add to our Wishes 
for your Success. 





We remain: with Esteem; 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servants; 
(GoveRxor axp Counctrt.) 


Patna, Octuder sth, 1753. 
To Mates Anam 
| Your favor of the 26 we have received with much Plaasure, and will endeavor to parchase 

cur Deliverance, though We think jt impracticable at lenst (ill you approach nearer to us, 
Since our leaving Mangheer wo have been treated very ill, there.are 49 in this Prison, 25 of 
which are in irons and im that. Number is Mr. Hay. We havo none we can cunt to carry. 
intelligence to you, but you may return the bearer again with safety, he knows where to find 
Ue. There iz a Rumor of our going to Rotas, hut we hope that your Speed will prevent it 
In another Prison, there are-8 or g more Gentlemon We have lost Capt. Turner since our 
being taken, 

W, Eira, 

‘W. Hav. 
3 
| Monunres, 
Deana Sin, Lith Deielee 4763. 

T havo otha Pleasure ti aoquainh you that wy) sine new inn Posbesshin of Mongheer, the 

Breuch being last Night practicable } intended to have stormed the Fort this. Morning, but. 


254 BENGAL; PAST & PRESENT. 


the Enemy prevented Us that Trouble by surrendering at Discretion: | believe there are near 
three hundred Pléces: of Cannon 7 of 2 of them #4 |bra all the res, Europe Gui, about tooo 
Stand of Firelocks and great Quantity of Match Locks, with e large Quantity of all Sorts 
ef Ammunition and Grains, 

1 have ordered an advanced Party to proceed lo Singia Nulla, and shall follow with the 
Army in order to push on for Paina with the utmost Expedition. 

I am with Esteem 
Dear Sir 
Your most obedient humisle Bervt.,. 
24 
To ras Mon'ntx Hexny Vawsitraat, Esan,, 
Parsipent aro Govesxor, Erc., Corxcin. 
Hor'sace Sin ano Sins, 

Having Occasion to send a Persan to Patnato collect in and transact the Busines 
Account of the Estate of the jate Peter Amyatt Esqr. | am to request you'll grant 
Permission to Mr, Alexr, Jephson te proceed accordingly whose good Behavior | will be 
answerable for. | 

{ am with Respect 
Hon'ble Sir and Sin, 


CALCUTTA, Your most Obedient Humble Servt, 
24th Octoder 1764. Jawes AMYATT, 
2g. 


Came ar Brana, 
1824 Ofaber 4764, 
GENTLEMEN, | 

The Accounts which | have communicated t the President relativeto the Fate af 
our Gentlemen at Patna, are now confirmed by the Arrival of several of their Servants in 
Camp. One Assock, Consumah to Mr. Albright who gives the mow dlstinct Account, 
I Intend to send down to Calcutta for your Examination, He says that twelve Days ago, at 
7.0'Clock in the Evening our Gentlamen having drank ‘Tea were acquainted by Mr, [iin 
Servant, that Somerco waa arrived with some Seapoys, on which Mr. Hillis inemedlatdly 
ordered a Chairte bebrought for him, but instead of going to the Gentlemen, be sent 
away the Mogul who had the Charge of them, and went into the Cook room, and gave 
Order to the Servanis, who getting Shipper ready to be goue, He then sent for Mesars. 
Ellis and Lushington, who, being acquainted he had private. Business with them, immedi- 
ately went to him and were instantly cut down; alverwards Messrs. Hay, Lyon and Jones 
wert sentfor and dispatched jim the same Manner, aa were tikewise Messrs, Chambers 
Amphlett and Gluston who were next seni tor, with Me. Smith, but he recewimg a Cut 
on the Shoulder escaped inte the Koom, and acquainted the rest of the Gentlemmn who 
defended themselves with Bottles and Plates, (their Knives and Porks being taken Grom 
them alter Dinner) and obliged the Seapoys to retire who immediately loaded their pleces and 
shot them, 35 were in Irons the above mentioned Gentlemen with others amounting to 
a4 more were notin Irons. Headds that Captn, Wilson, Ensign Mackay, Doctor Campbell 
and five or six others were murthored of Chalissioon, where they were confined, with 
Doctor Fullarton who was the only Gentleman that was not put to Death, But that all the 
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English Soldiers were yet alive, ‘This horrid Massacre was perpetrated the Night that 


(Cossim Aly Cawn roccivod the Preeident’s andy Letters. 

All Accounts likewise agres, thal Futta Sing; Rammnarrain’s Brother with.& or 9 more 
of Ramnarran’s Relations were about the same time pot to Death and thar the Seaka? were 
potte Death near Baarand ther Bodies nor permitted tw be burnt but exposed urder a 
Guard of Seapoys; the bodies of our gentlemen were moat of them thrown inte a will in the 
‘Compound of the House thay were confined in. 

Phoy likewise say thal invmnediately Ga recert of the News of our Storming Ouda 
Nulle, Cossin: Aly Cawn ordered afl the English ta be sent out on ‘the River and aunt there, 
but wae prevented by Coja Gregore who had he lived they say would have prevented this 


[ am, 
Gentlemen, 


Vour Most Obedient humbie Serve., 
| Taos, ADAMS. 

&,5.—Petruce can now be of no service ro us, | wait for your Instructions before | chall 
sei him at Liberty, 

ri 
CaMr weak Jarrimk: Cawn's GanpEy, 
rr ath Oclaher 1763. 
Dear Sim, 

Phave the Plassure of your favor of the rott, No. 2g, 1 think the most eligible 
Method of engaging the Men of the Regiment.in the Company's Service is to take some 
ef their own Officers with ther, and agresble to your Hint | have spoke to Captain fewin, 
who ‘engages to -enfist all or most of the Men in the Regiment into the Company's Service 
provided be gets. Majority and Capiains Commissions are given to Capt Lieut Dale, 
Lieuts, Goddards, Fielding, Nelson and Mangin, who ure the oldest Lieutenants if the 
Regiment. There are likewise amongst the ensigns Auchaity, Roper, Knodeon Skinner, 
ancl Carnac, and I befieve more will chime to stay. Should you approve of this, the 
sooner the Gentlemen are uppointed the better, and they may set about enyaging the 
Men immediately ulter they are given out iti orders. | = ie 


1 any with great Estee, 
Dont Sir, | 


Veur moat obedient han‘ble Servt,, 
THos. ADAMS. 


afr. Wiliuans Publeston's Lettee to the Preaudeni. 

CaMp paPOne Fatwa, 

How'nie Sir, 3 Noventber 1765, 
On the 7th October, two Days after our Gentlemen had bean barborously mrurthered at 
Patua, the Nabob sent for me and told me he had forgives me and that { should be sent 
down to Caleutta and he proposed writing ty you and to Major Adams with Proposals of 
inaking @ Treaty | was dismissed chat Day, and ordered to atrend Daily, and f gott my 
Dismission, alter attending four Days the Nabob had fmeshed his Letters and fixed the 
Time for my Departure, he told mo that if we did not make Feaco with him that ho would 


“ut 
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bring the King, the Marattozs, and Abdalla aginst ws, he asserted that he laid na Hand in 


the Death of Mr, Raye eer on Oe Peet eee the Attack of Patna. by our 


Troops he had gent Orders to all hie Phowwary to take and imprison all the English, 


wherever he could find them ; | was ready to sett aut when he was advised by some of bis 


People not to write nor tet me go towards our Army bat the Approach of Major Adams 


with car Troops and the Nabob's sudden Retreat fiom Patna gave me an opportunity to’ 


make my Escaps, 
{ am to request and hope to meet with your Favor in being ountlaned at Patna ay belore 
1 have the Honor to be with (he ismest Respect 
Your moat obedient hirmble Servt., 
Wa. Fortaaron, 
zg. 
Heapquagters. aT Cartary Carstairs 
Desa Sik, | 
I have the pleasure to acquaint you that | this morning stormed Patna, and have carried 


the whole of the Enemy's Works with all ther Gans, ete Th grear object of our wishes, has. 


tiot been obtained without its Ally. Captains irvin, Champion, Stibbert, and Gallier and 


Lientenant ‘Scotland are wounded, poor Irwin mortal, and, | fear, Gallic will not recover. 


Major Sherlock has now the Conumand of the City,whuch | have ordered to: be delivered to 


Captain Windwood, considering its impotiance. We have lost bat few men upon this occasion: 


and it'may be accounted an eaty Conquest Il Providence had apared the abovementioned 

Major Sherfock commanded the Aviark and Captuin Lewin, who mitered the Breach at the 
Head of the European Grenuliers, had advanced aa far a4 (he End of the Kellah in order do 
tale Possessinn of the Gateway and S i Bastion commoenty called Burrah Mootery before be 
received his wound, a grape shott in his Thigh, very high up, whith hes shuttered the Bons te 
Pieoes, l look aw him asa publick Low us well ata particnlar Lees to the Company. ‘The 
obstinate Defence Occasiened the Loss of the Enemy to be puch greater than can be inmagined 
dapon the: [he Occasion, aa they had (he back Voor to walk out of, Ai a moderate Computation 
there are about t,c00 of them slain. 

| am, Ete 
THos. ADAMS 


To tHe Piiksingst, arc., Councit or Font. WroiAM. 
Fort WiutlAs, 


The 7th November 1765 
How'tive Ste asp Sins, | 7 


We ore to request your perurlanion to send Mr, Theale to Rampore Baulesh to collect 
Security lor his Conduct a4 you mary require, 
We reain with (he greatest peepoct, 
Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 
Your moat obedient and huimnblt Servants, 
Ruseent Seve, 
SHLLLONG, ; 
ayrd July wgt9. 


WALTER K, FisMinGes,. 
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A Uofe on Slaves and Staverp in 
ees ee 


2 armen her of very interesting diccantntea in connection with 
slaves and slavery in Old Chandernagore. 

Toynbee in hin A Shetch of the Administration af the 
) =“ ffooghly Disiracé (1883) writes of 3 practice prevalent in the 
year 1786 of purchasing young iligves for the purpose of making eumichs of 
them to be afterwards disposed of by scale. The Nizamat Adalat, with the 
sanetion of the Moulvis, made all F Stonegsinwia on slaves punishable He also 
quotes (p. 14g) a letter dated the igth August: i7o7 from a French official 
named M. Desgranges to the Magistrate of Hooghly, which runs-as.follows — 

Give me teave to address nypself io vou on the subject of a fin away slave gil, one of 
my waiting-womes, who lel me some tims ago anil whom one Mr. Vogel hag taken under 
Hie protection, althaugh by no means udthoticed to |i, bat probably from much reason of is 
oot decent wo he mentioned, and hich | cannot tut be effemled with. | wrote to him.,.... 
to return the creature! But he would mot. 

Toynbee alio quotes from a report of the Magistrate af Hooghly in 1836 
that the only kind of siavery then existing was ofa domestic character and 
occurred only among Mahomedans ; and that Musalinan families of any res- 
pectabllity possessed female slaves and young boy slaves ; these however rarely 
came to the notion of the authoritms, The Dutch also possessed a large 
number of slaves in Chinsurah, who asserted their indepindence on the 
English taking possession of thet town: 

Resulation X of 181) prohibited the eale of slaves imparted into British 
territory. The importation by Frenchmen of foreigners of African slaves 
into the French colonies’ was’ interdicted by a law passetl in 1818. But the 
Convention for the abolition of slavery was only signed by Frince in 1831, 
and by » decree, dated the z7th April 1348) the Provisional Goverttment in 
France abolished slave trade in the Colonics where is had continued up 
till then, From the beginning of the French establishment in India in the 
latter part of the (7th century up tothe middle of the roth slaves abounded 
in the dominions of France in India, 

Among the papers | have searched, the first mention of slaves is found 
in a testament, dated the tat October 1702, of one Bernard Pellarorque, 
“Ohirurgien Major pour la Royalle Compagnie: de France au comptoir générale 











r 
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d'Onghly, Royaume de Bengale After the customary protnie of the 
testator’s declaration of faith in the Cathollc religion, It says — 

“Ltem,  declaré donner Ia liberté aux nommids Monique, Stizanine, Latin, Anique et 
Joan, ses esclaves, A chau des quels | dante ei ldgue vingt cing rouples 

"Iyem, declare danner d Monique son esclave cy dessnv mommé une petitte moce a lny. 
appattenante nommd Bitoa paar la derrir peotiant Mespace de dix monde fed quelles 4 
tant finis la dite Bitow sera Jibre.” 4 

The above testament was recorded by the * Greffier" of the Council at 
"Oughly "—in the testator's house “sise dans In terrain de la’ compagnie 
nommé Chandemagar dans la provinee d’'Oughly Royaume de Bengale” 
From this it is evident that Chandertagore was yet only a “terratn de la 
Compagnie" and that the chief seat of French Commerce in Bengal was 
still at “Ougly,"" 

Next comes another testament of“ ML Noel Anant, Marchand Frangois 
perticulier, demearant dans la lied nammd Chinchura de la ¢ : 
cette ville et Gouvernement d’Ougly, gisant au lit malade dans-sa maison 
‘size au Wit lieu de Chinchura” (27th September 1704). 

"Tem, a declaré avair dix exclives, savoir neat femmelle et ua masie, qui sont Sabine 
André, Romaine, lynacia, Roxd, Murielle, Eljeaheth autrement Gybelle, Marthe, Simone et 
Paul, tonts les quels ii Inivse dame leur esclavage et veut et ordonne quills soleat estimds et 
purtayés entre la femme et les enfants A compte de ce qu'il pourra leur royenir ; si oeus 
Vaiment les faire veadre & FEncan avec ses autres effets” 

The next document I transcribe in fr exfesse. 

“Par devant moy Richard Estlenne Izoul, Greffier de Consell de Justice da Camptoir 
principal de Benyale Est comparue lan uommée Joanne Perera, weve de fey somme 
Mathiews fe Silva habitant dey Bands! d'Oug)y la quelle m'e declare qivellé avait engage et 
engaye par ces pdsentes son Gila bégitime ncmmdé Uynace, Ceesties baptist Age da hiniet ant 
ou environ A Raymond de Fonseque Canonnier an service de la royalle C* de France pont 
la Servic pendant Jes espace de dix ana A commences de ce jour sous few clauses e4 comli] ns 
Quien sulrent, gcaynir 

Que la dite Joance Perers& remiy som file Vgnace entre les mains do dit Raimond de 
Fouseyoe pour le seryir en qanlitd de valet pendant les dites dix années et lity obeir en tout 
ce qi sera de raison, pourra anssi le dit Raimond de Fouseque emmenér avec luy je dit 
Iynace partout of || lea en quelque emdoot que ce puisce eatre et te dit Raymond ile 
Fonseque ere tend de pour elever entretenir ct traiter—humainament le dit Ignace 
pendant les dites dix anodes, A joy mnéeigner & bien vivre et h pouvoir Ragner sa vie sclon 
sa petite condition et an horut des dix années Jey donnera pouvorr de se retireron bon Iny 
semblera. En consequence de quoy lea dit Raimon: de Fooseque w payé a aa mere Joanne 
Perera Ja soma de cing roupies qu'efle a recu et dont elle s'est tenue compthnte, Falt-et 
pate an greffe do dit conseil en presence des temoing soussignés le vingt ot septiqne jour 
“aoust mil sept cent huiet appres midy, 





(S$) RK Forsegve. 
Yoour, 


rr 
*[ For date of the commencement of a French tettlement of Chandermagnr, 1690, ace Aengal : 
Pact amd Propent Vol. 1¥., P, G17, Vol. VP. gaa-4.and Vol. VIL, F. t61.—Eo] 
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Toynbee mentions a practice prevalent in the Hooghly district of a 
person taking Rs. 4o or Rs. 90 and working it out asa slave or servant. 
Such persons were called " Ajeer.” In this case, however, it is the mother. 
2 third person, and not the man himself who accepts the price of his labour, 
The next two documents have a similar tenor. 


“Lian mil sept cent hint le mercredy vingt uniéme jour de November avant. inidy 
pardevant moy Charles Roger Greffier du Conseil de Justice du Comptoir principal de 
Bengale etably 2 Ougly, soossignd sont presente Antome de Rosaire et Mario de Rosaire, 
«a femme lézitime ; habitant de ce lieu de Chandernager lesqueis ont confessé et volontaire- 
iment declaré que le nommé Antoine Manhon Jeune garcdan Agé d'environ die sept ans, 
natif de Balasor, de caste gentilie non encore Baptisé, et qu'il ont Glavd nourry et entretenu 
dans tecr maison pendant Iespace de six années n’ést point encore exclave, mals libre 
absolument ef ainsy quiils n'ont aucun droit ny prétention sur sa liberte, et fe dll Antoine 
Manhon issy présent 2 promis et promet par ces présenter de payer aux dit Antoine et 
Marie de Rosaire ow amres- ayant canse deux ta somme de demy rouples par mois ou six 
roupies pir an cela pendant Iespasse de six anneds consecutives A comumercer dle co jour 
jusqué lentiere payement de ta comme totale de trenie alx roupies qu'il confesse devoir aux 
dites Antome et Marie de Rosaire pode. Ventretien ¢¢ nouritare qu'ils toy ont foamy 
pendant les six années qu'll demeuré dans Jeur malson ¢t pour snreté da dit payement 
le dit Antoine Manhan west-obligé et oblige corps ef biens- genérallement quelconques. 
Fait et passé en presuence des sr ‘Charles Duprez et Richard Estienne Vgouf sous marchand 
de ta cie Royale de France saussignés le jour etc., etc,, 





_ oe 


pour terminer 


Huns aye ena pocession ia jnommée Therese m'a flleure pour fs servir en quallié de 
ton clleve et pas autrement et qu'il prendrai soin de son éducation et Nelovera toujours 
dana la. Religion Catholique apostoliqoe et Romaine et quien outre il ne la pour vendre 
nly engager n'estanl point esclave at moy dit Mathies Hanch promese prendre la <ditte 
Therese pour Ja garder dant ma maison en quailté de mon ‘ellave d’ avoir sain de son 
education et luy enselyner seg prigres et autres chases qui regarde ta religion Catholique 
Apostolique et Romaine, promest de plus que je ie la venderay ny engageray sous 
quelque pretexte que ce puisse estre ot meme je luy procureray un Establissement, qui sera \ 
San advantage, fait’ et passé entre noaa le présent papler en présence da Se Vincent 
Paraberre Chirargien Major en cette loge et Mathieu Hicart tamoin & Chandernagar le 
4 jour de Septre 171% 

In the last quoted document a clear distinction is made between an 
“live” and “ esclave ;* this points unmistakably to a system resembling that 
which bound down apprentices to their master. The two documents repro. 
duced below ss extenso reveal a clirious exchange of property, 

“Mr. Amholne Monier pretre habitant de co thew ile Chandernagar tequel ma decliré et 
declare que comme i a dans Vatdé de Chitaram (7) quatre mosse qui y samt detonaa et que 
comune il luy fauetroit faire de grosse depances pour fey avoly, poor obvler & quoy {l auroty, 
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fait le present contract de Trocqg Anecq Thomés de Koaaire habitant du Chandernagar 
aux conditions qui gulvent scavoir; que Mon dt. Sr, Monier dellulsse an dt. Thome 
de Rosaire te dres quatre esclaves qui Joy apartienent qui-somt bh Chitaram et en outre luy 
a compté la samme de douse ronpies Madras en ma presence : que le dt. Rosaire a regu, en 
vertu de quoy Ila donné a mondit Sr. Labbe trots mosse que le dt.sr. a regu et declare... 
dt. Se. Rosaire, dtes mosses comine......choses a luy apartengates......3 Joillet 170i". 

“Pardevant moy Richard Estienne Vgoul Greffier etc......cont comparos M. Antoime 
Martin marchand et conseiller pour M. M. dela royale Cle de Seer Commerce dew Indes 
orientales dans leur comptoir principal d’Ongly d'une part ; et le Sr. Lorens Argant, marchanid 
francois particuller habitant de ce lew de Chandarnagar d'autee pari les quils......omt fait et 
accordé sur articles at conventions cy apprés specifier d scavolr. 

Le dit Sr, Antoine Martin a donné cede ot accordé la Iiberté perpituelle et irrevocable 
att Ne, Antoine Berraguy son esclave agé Wenviron dix sept ans et autre cela uy 1 fait present 
de la somme de cinquante roupies qu'il a payer comptant et deposer entre les mains do dt 
Se. Laurens Argant qui....,.a promis et West obligé d'en payer ses interests andl! Beragey 
a ralson de doure p. % paran et au bout de dix ans a compterde ce jour Ivy rendre et temettre 
la ditte somme de cinquante rouples nettes et quittes et sans aticune frals, De plus Je di. Sr. 
Antoine Martin a dit feire les dites donations cy eset & condition que le dt Sr, Laurens 
Argant donners la Hiberté a san esclave nommés Cecille et cansentira qu'elle epouse te dit 
Beraguy . . +. em consequence de quoy . . Laurent Argant a donné cédé et accordé ba 
Iherté perpetuelle et imevecable A la omnes Cecile can esclave ayet d'environ de quiatorre 
ans lay promeéttant d'epouse fet dit Antoine Beragay et outre cela luy a fait présentde la 
somme de cinquante roupies qui resterant deposée entre ses mains, mais dont il a promis et 
soit obligé d'en payer ses interets au dit erragay 4 raison de doure pour cenl par an et au 
bout de dix ans & compter de ce jour loy rendre... la dite somme..., 

De ptus fe dit Sr. Argant a promis ef s'est oblige de garder et loger vans sa maison, 
nourir et entreteriir honnestement et traiter bomainement et comme personnes libres et 
dite Antoine Beraguy et Cecile avec toutes Jes enfants qui faltront de leur futur marnage, 
les quels seroant aussy plénement et entidrement libres des le jour de leor naissance et cela 
pendant Fespace de dix ans antiéres et comsécitives A comimencer du jour du dit futur 

marriage ct le dt Barraguy et la dite Cercille estants presents ont dionné de leur coté ibre- 
ment et franchement leat consentiment & toutes les articles stipulés dams la présente ecte qu! 
les ont accepté dans leur forme ef tencur prometiant et ‘obligeant de Ins observer exartement 
ei de servir avec toutes Gdelité et avec tout lejsoin possible le dl Sr. Laurens Argant et son 
spouse pendant les dites dix années sans prendre ancune chose pour leur gaged. 


. (Sh) Manta ALOneET, LAUREN? ARGANT. 
Du LaAURENS. ANTOINE MARTIN, 
DE LA BLANCHETIERE, NOEL Vigina, 


In the above contract it is difficult to make ont the motive that inspired 
Antoine Martin to set free his slave and make a present of Res. 50 into the 
bargain. 

Tn a testament dated the and December 1711 it is put down: “Item: 
declare ceder a son cpouse quatre eslaves nommes Hilaire, Leonore, Simon et 
impatil Ne Jacop. Item: donne a sa fille genetiiice une mosse ne...” The 
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first pilot of the French Company named Michel Fournier leaves by his will 
‘elles a property worth several thousands including a large house In 
Chandernavar and onc in Balasore. He has as many as thirteen slaves “ tant 
alae que femelles ;™ some ate given their Uberty at his death, A Portuguese 
named Anthoine de Mathos of Bande! had as many as 19 slaves of which 
17 were female | 

Antoine de Mathos in bis last will and testament, dated the 29th January 
1712, lays it down as follows :-— 

"Ttem, declare donner en Iherté & Louise pour Vavoir toajours bien servy. | 

irem, declare que Patricn servira pendant 5 ans sa femme, qu’ apres le di. temps elle 
sera \!bre. 

Item, declare que Asgustin et Ramanne sa femme serviromt pendant huit ans son fils 
Philipe, qo! aprés fe di. tamps fl leur donne len Iberté. 

ltem, declare I4coer & im petit gargon sonum? Francieque vingt romples et ansey sa 
liberté, leat, vingt roupies resteront entre tes mains des son fils Nicolas jusqn'a ce quel ¢ dt. 
Franctsque solt enagé et lor il les toy recnettra, 

tte, declare que la mosse nomme¢ Veoulle anra ss Wbert? en payant 5 aes hérhlers 
20 Re 

(tem, déclare qyil a un esclave nommeé Loui qui est marié avec ¢a mosse Seraffine, 
qoe—navlgce sur un Batiment holandois i) y a 2 ou 3 ana, que sitet qu'il sera de retour de 
gon voyage quill apartiendra 1 ses heritiere qui retireront ce quill poura avolr gaigne 
pendant les temps.” 

The following fs one among a number of documents in which the master 
sets at liberty his slave in consideration of good service. 

Pardevant le secretarire de in Cie de Frances.» fet present Jean Brignon Pilot do 
Gange lequel a reconnn et confesse... .. aroi donné {a liberte als né Theodore son esclave 
en recompense des bons et longs service: qtelle Iny a rendos, se desaissisant en sa 
favour de tous dit de propriete et autre qu'il pourrat apolr aur elle, consentant que 
san papler d'esclayage solt de mille valeur pour par ta Dre. Theodore faire et (disposer de 
ln personne aliisy quieile Vavisera bon estre et se retlrera on elle souhaitera— (7th July 
1734}. 





J. BurGhon, 
VAGLIN. 
Lamery DoMONT, 
An Armenian merchant named Coja Daniel, ordinarily a resident of 
Chinaurah, gives up all right of property in Marie “creacon ou eléve de 
Catherine Reposse, habitante de {Balasore” He also promises to marry her 
to a suitable person: and bestows upon her a ‘dowry—all this by way of a 
return for good services rendered to him during three years (20-12-1721), 
Laurens Argans sells for Rs, §t Madras a slave girl named Marielle 
“agée d'environ dix netfans, gentile native dc Sylak (#) aux environ: de 
Chatigan (Chittagong) ta M. De la Blanchetiere; Directeur-Generale pour fa 
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Cie de France" (21st-April 1728), The highest recorded price of a slave is 
Rs. 80. ‘The price varied according to sex and age. 

In a ¢ontract of marriage, dated the 20th January 1723, between 
Felicienne Cabate and John Basspool, the former gives a long inventory of 
her effects, both moveable and immovable ; among the former she moeti- 
tions the names of £8 slaves, mostly female, varying from & to 3§ years 
inl age. 

One Sipline and his wife botrow from Sr, Vaglin Rs, 262 on the ist 
April 1712, mortgaging their house, their slaves and all their property in 

The fast. will and testament of “!'Abbé Monier," dated the ajrd 
November 1719, contains the following :— 

“Item, Veut qu'apres 2a mort tous ses meables et effets en geotrale et In mateo on il 
est gissant malades, soit vendos a Mankan, et fe provenue partagt en cing parties gules entre 
Joanne son esclave et Roge, Marie, Jibeline et Alexandre.” 

In the schedules of taxes, dressed for the guidance of the revenue 
farmers in the middle of the 18th Century in Chandernagar, I find the 
following -— 

“ Les rentes dMeaclaves cont d'une rormpie et quart pour le papier ¢t de cing pour cent de 
prix de Ila vente ile chaqun etclave palisble par todttes personnes de quelque condifon 
qu'eiles sient.” (goth August, 1752.) 

The schedule bears the signature of Dupliex and his councillors on the 
ane hand and of Indinarane Chowdhry, the Revenue-farmer, on the other, 

The next document quoted below is one among a lot of the same kind 
in existence. From the contents it would appear that export of slaves from 
Chandernagar ta the island of Bourbon was forbidden by the orders of the 
loca} Council and every Captain of a merchant vessel leaving the port of 
Chandernagar had to make a solemn declaration that he carried mo slaves 
among the passengers, The passengers themselves had to declare if they 
were accompanied by a native Indian servant, that he was not his slave but a 
freeman. 


" Pardevant le Secretalre de la Compagnie greifisr en chef du Conseil de Chandernagar 
Nottire audit lieu Soussigné fut prosent Le Sieur de Preville Quinette, Cuptaine 
Commandant te valsean dela Compagnie des Iniles, de France La Reine, Actuellement 
Amarré en ce port, leyuel eu execution des ondtres du Conseil d'Administration A li dtueiment 
notifier et donner 4 Entendre, & Promis et #est obligd envers le dite Compagnie, 
pepreseté pat Messier Joveph Duplin, Directeur Generale ponr la ditte Compagnie dans ta 
Rotaume Hengal, Girat second de ce comptoi, Guillandeu, Bourlet d'Fervilliers, de da 
Crote de St. Paul at Groiselle conseiliers andit Conseil, tous stipulants pour eli¢ et aussi 
comparants, dé né faire directement oy indirectement ancus commence (esciaves aux iles de 
Bourbon et dé France, wy d'ancuns vivres, Boissons, ny marchandises d'Earope on des Indes 
A peme de confiscution gu profflt de la compagnie, des dites eaclaves, vivres, Bolssows et 
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Marchandlies et de perte de son port prints ct es slaves de as campagne ® qual le dite 
Sr. de Preville est expressement soumls par ces presentes, dist lea dites Sr. du canseil ont 
regis acte, 4 eux octroi4.,, fait et passe § Chanidemaget en la chambre du-consell tan mil 
sept cent trente deux le vingt tmidme joar d'Octabre avant midy.” 
(Sd) Prive. Qiinprse, 
DurLarx and others, 
srdevant le Secretaire etc., etc......fut present le Siear Frangois de St Hillalre 
Cicer Go valenoacts Gs Ia Mujtaté de present en cette colonie.,.,,.a ydlontaitenent........ 
dectare que le nommé Piére agé de quinee A Seite ame quill falt ewharguer avec tel eur le 
Vaisseaux dela compagnie La Duchess pour repasser en france n'est pas son esclaves mals 
seulement son servitenr domestique et ihre, lequel led! er de 5! Hillaire ne peat my entend 
vendre ny engage. Laqusile Declarntian let dit S' de S* Hillalre a dis faire ginsy pour 
servic et valloir en terms et fieus ct A qi) appartiondm.,,........fa et pamé & 
Chanderagar.....4:.l'an mi) sept cens irente trom fe dix: beotione jour de janvier. 

Aprée micty......-+." 

The following is reproduced from “Selections from Calmetia Gasette” 
Vol Il, page 228. ( W.S. Seton Karr, 1865 ):— 

“We understand Monsieur Montigny, Governor of Chandermagar, has lately issued a 
proclamation prohibiting afl persons within the jurisdiction of the French Government from 
purchasing of tmnsporting any of the nattves of these Provinces as slaves, and in order more 
effectually te prevertt this infamoas practice a reward of forty rupees is offered to any person 
who Shall give information of the offender besides the sum of ten rupees to be given to each 
slave who ohall be released in consequence. Thoth sums to be paid by the offender. 

“The master attendant of Chandernagar In also dimeeted to set that on native be 
embarked without aa order signed by the Governor, and all Captains of vessels trading. to 
the port of Chandernapar are strictly prohibited from receiving any mative: om board" 
ta7th September 1789) 

I have found no trace of Montigny’s proclamation among the papers In 
the Administration here.* The proclamation, however, if actually issued, 
cotild not apply tothe reguiar'trade in slaves; as that was only prohibited inthe 
colonies by the decree of a7th April 1348, as already stated; it evidently 
referred to clandestine transactions and to kidnapping men and women for 
makine sinves of them. In any case the proclamation could never bea 
special order for Chandernugar but only the copy of an order applicable to all 
the colonies of France in India. 

A curious account of kidnapping in connection with the recruitment of 
slaves is given in. Awamdarange Piliai's Diary ( Vol. 1, p. pen unweit 
asth June 1743. One M. Soude was the dealer and one Farms : 
recrulting agent. The Diarist says — 

“M. Soude, who serves under M, Cornet, the kerper of the warehouse In the port, 
commissions Parananandan to bring him daves, and gave him a certain sum af money 
for that purpost Paramanandan ent our his men to collect these; they purchased some 


* {Wide Banat ; Pail and FPrannr, Vol VL, P. t7a-8 (abers)—En. ) 




















264 BENGAL ; PAST & PRESENT 





and inveigled others into their clutches, They cither mixed some deletrlous material ln the 
lime which the victins nsed with their betel and nut, or placed (hem under» spell by means 
of the magic paint, which they carried in ao box in thes hands And then overpowering them, 

redoced them to slavery. Many slaves were thus acquired anil brought into Pondichery.... 

it further transpired these Kidaappers possessed 4 house ina village wear Tranguebar Ree 
that they were in the habit of alluring there the people living in the hamlets to the west of 
that place. Batches of fifty ora hundred individuals were imprisoned atone time {in the 
building. ‘hey were conveyed during the alght, im a boat to Ariyankuppam, where they 
were confined in a house belanging to Paramanandan. Here thelr heada were shoved, 
black cloths were given them to wear and each individoo! had o fetter placed on one leg. 
During the night, they were removed again and broaght to the house of M. Saude, when 
they were pot Into the slave prison anti! a vessel came to take them away, when It arrived 
they were placed in beats and carried on board." 

From the excerpts given above from the old papers it stands out mnie 
that there were two kinds of slaves—those that could be sold, mortgaged 
and exchanged like auy moveable property and thus fulfilled the pathedone 
definition of «slave, and those.that were called “€ltves” or apprentices in 
whom servitude was conditional and temporary; secondly, that all slaves 
were baptised into Christianity either before or after they entered into 
bondage; and, thirdly, that the slave owners were Europeans—French, 
Portuguese, Dutch or English and not a few were Armenian Christians 

There is no evidence of African slaves having ever found their way into 
French India; the indigent population of Chittagong, Orissa and particularly 
the neighbourhood of Pondichery was the source of supply of such slaves. 
as were found here. 

Ithas been pointed out above that in 1845 commerce in Slaves was 
abolished by law in the French colonies including those of India. By that 
time the local trade in slaves seems to have become attenuated and Its 
character also undergone achange, It iv interesting to read in this connec-- 
tion the correspondence that passed between the Governor of Pondichery 
and the “ Chef de Service" of Chandertagar, 





Poxpicieny, le 19 Julllet 1845. 


Monsitcva Le CHer or Service, 

Je vous prie de vouloir bien vous informer, dans votre etabliseement o'}) exinte de 
individus natifs indierts ou autres engagés sult pour la culture de terre, soll pour service 
personnel 4. ninteritur des maisons J! intends parler d'indlvidus enyag& par suite de 
Himpront dune somme dargent ct dont ta jiberté et celle de leary enfants, est ainsi en 
quelque sorte, aliende jusqu'tu paiement définitlf de la somme qu’ile ont empruntéecs. 

Je vous serai obligé de me faire connaitre le plus tGt possible s'il se trouve dane votre 
Etsblssement des individus dans cette position, lear nombre approximatif, les régtes qui 
Jes régissent les suites de lour engagement, ='il est resulté dey dits engagements quelque 
action portée devant bes tribunauz, quielles ont tte les decisions rendus. 


(Sd) Pavizot, Gouverneur, 
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In reply, Colonel Law de Lauriston,+ the then “ Chef de Service,” writes 
to say that ever since the establishment of the “ Tribunal Actual" (1816) no 
case of the kind have come wp for decision; that eagagements of the kind 
spoken of in the above letter “n'existent pas dans cet establissement, 
Us ne seralent pas acceptes par la population..,......la population est ici 
exclusivement ouvricre ou commercante, aucun individu n'y a alitné sa libérté 





ov celle de ses enfans.” 
Cuany CHANDRA Ray, MLA. 


1 [Licwt-Cal. Crawiord tu tile Brief Mistery af tha MugAl District givay a tina of 4 the Adminitratans 
of Coandernagore * in which Cotons) Law de Clapermon appears at Chef de Service 184—th Ep.) 





ANemoir of Cofone? Chomas Deane 
Pearse. 


PART IV. 


Pe SS ACSOETER the unsuccessful affair of Cuddalore and the promul- 
— ees gation of the terms of peace with France, Colonel Pearse 
5 hs ba) obtained leave of absence from the Army. The following 

yee i), (letter in some degree explains the circumstances 

ZZ AGS7-S se attending this application. 








es 


To L, Daneett, Esa. 
“My Deak FRIEND, 

“1 had the great pleasure to receive your bind jewers of the s$th and 31st of January, 
they came to hand on the srt July at Chinglepnt, where | arrived the day before in my 
way to Madras, being driven away from the army by the King’s Brevets : for General 
Stuart had beer recalled, Major-General Hroce was going away to save his life, and the 
command would then have devolved npon a Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, wo Aas a, brewed, 

1 om «quite recovered, that is; my wound, as: such js entirely healed; bot I am 
emaciated and worn down, and am not likely to get better: most likely | shall, not ever 
recover the shock it hae green my constitution, but T must bear it out as well as | can” 

It appears from one of Colonel Pearse’s letters to his Sister, that his 
Father's mother was one of the daughters of the celebrated Chancellor 
Hyde, whose other daughter was married to King James. As this is a 
curious circumstance in the history of Colonel Pearse’s family, we give it 
a place without any apology to our readers, many of whom have given ts 
the most convincing proofs that they feel the deepest Interest in all the 
anecdotes connected with the subject of the present memoir, The same 
letter also mentions that the second wife of Col, Pearse'’s father was a 
danghter of Best, the brewer, of Rochester; another of whose datphters 
says Coione] Pearse, “ was married to Admiral Vernon ; and a third to one 
Miles or Mills, by which I believe came the Swanton connection. 

To L. DakREun, Eso, 
“My Dean Fann, 

" Since my last, General Stuart has been dismissed from the service by the Government 
here, and is closely confined to prevent a civil) war, by his designs to get atthe heml of the 
King’s troope and t set the Government of} defiance, The King's Generals cen, ip 
aremonstrance, and declared that they woold pot obey anybody but Stuart, and they 
would not obey Lang when the Government had promoted him tw be a Lrentenont-General, 
in conformity to an order from the Court, which wae concealed from us, till it was by necessny 
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published, ta convince the Army of die propriety of the premotln ond. its hegality, be 
establish the depemifance of the King’s troops or the Government here, amd th enforce 
obedience to Lang." 

“Major-General Burgoyne was at this time at the heail of the Army) Lieutenant 
Colonel Floyd, of the Light Dragoons, was secont in cummand, ay he iw a Catonel te 
India only, and all the other Liestenant-Colonels are $0.—This Majnr-Genernt who jomed 
the Army after his return from Cuddalore, after the ear was over, amd this breveted 
Licutenant-Colane! found she promotion of Lang sé diigrarcfiel to them, that they dererévd 
fram camp, to avold taking the pests he had. assigned them m the order of march for the 
noxt day.” 

“1 bad been banished from campy fo avpid ahe brevets, that ia, J apeediie te recener 
from sy wound, and. Lwould not have joined wader Burgoyne, who js» anything but a 

“Report sald that the King's troops meant to refuse to obey, and to stand to their arms. 
I then flew tocampta obey Lang, under anybody, but they decamped, and the troops 
obeyed J have now therefore joined the army, andar this time command it, Lang being 
I 0% Theesssecend belitve that 1 now stand of high in Tord Mararneys Opininn 
ae in Hasting’s, When His Lordship arrived, be wae hardiy civil te me : we disagreed, he was 
taught by Coote to undervalue mo 7 have now within these few days heard him eny, 
“HEE had known you ne well before you went to Rengal nz I do now, it might have prevented 
much mischlef” This was in » discourse concertiing the measures and equabbles with 
Bengal | have as far | could, without disclosing the confidence af either, endeavenred to 
preserve peace hetween Hastiogs and Lord Macariney for the good of ihe service: bering 
Fully convinced that man ja not infallible and that one cannot be all rectitwede, the other all 
baseness, gniess absolute depravity |i the characterise of one of the twn, Yet | see that 
peace cannot be preserved, there is sombody who lafitmes: who itis kane net, tor can 
1 prevent jt” | = 

“io regard to the seizure of Stuart, whet he wanted to setthe King's and Company's 
Troops at. variance, Macartney is absolutely tight, we I have told Hestings: and eo 1 think 
he was in dismissing him. If he had eo? heen ceived, there smile biwn teen a-civil war 
here; If he fs enpported, there wlll be one, and the Company will tose the Camatic.* 

“What evil epirit could have pu} it info pour brats th agree to enpercede ail 
your Officers here so crueily, by suffering Majors, Lienterant-Colonelé am! Colenth to 
comé ont In swarms with local brevets? We are men, Darrel, on well pw they, and we 
have like Festings | we have capacity, courage, and expetionce } give them the former, 
then we are superior to then in the enjoyment of the laxter 
To GewenaL Parrrion. 
“My Dear PRoEenn, 

“TD yerote you a tong tntter on the zai of Murch, and sent also a letter to Mrs. Pattison 
We are preparing to go and nttack Cudditore: we went, anid did pot take the place und we 
went saved from being cut to pieces by the mis of the peace. Anybody but Stuart would 
have taken the place, but he was Gifty days guiny one hundred tries,” 

‘The secret history ls this, be imew that he was net expable of undertaking the reige, 
and he threw overy possible obstacle in the way, Coote was daily expected; he wanted 
Coote to come and tke the responsibility, whilet lie with pretended sep! should be dragged 
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aboot in bis cart t make observations, and find cut faulis. Government here at ial made 
him put the army in motion, by telling him that they. would recalf him, make Pearse a 
Brigadier, and send the army under his command,—1 had really presented 9 plan for the 
expedition before thia, giving my opinion upon whatonght te be deme; | gave it afterwards 
va seer before the Council, Stuart howerer moved to save his command, und to mar it 
moved ae abowe. At the time we set off the French had hardly any provisions, and they 
had no works on the outside of the fortifications. When thoy heard that we were in motion, 
they coflected what they could and erected redocbis to defend the river. ‘They got stipplics 
before we réached them. ‘Thitee redoubte were thrown up north of the town; we marched 
wthe gouth side, where there was not eiiher redoobt, of river, lot Instead of (aking 
possession of the bound hedge on the day on whiel) wp artrived, we remained seven days 
withoutany signs Of life ermotion  Lnithe mean time the French threw up redoulsts all along 
the south side, one more tronld have made the dimes of Pailifshurg | Somebody who Kod eyes 
at last persuaded Stuart thot another day would put It ahénlutely out af uur power Go uttack, 
bal igs 1s. Dh iru BE Mt prevent’ Oar Selig ato yeel by ie puns of the enemy’s ailvanced 
renched The attack was then resolyed upon ¢ (he piquets of the army were etreng by 
all the artty that was la Eainp, except che Handveriane and thites companies of sepoye T was 
Uy in bed but tearing what waa going on, I reported myself well, and mounted my hore 
Stuart posted me io the reserve (zs We called the moops lin mentioned), wale 
shaninemeyeritarey Gordon “Thig is whatStuart (alls attacking with ihe piquets and 











Fon es iC EC -b N '  c d Th gon RTL. 
slow of about half a niile of the enemy's works, and of the posts which flanked them. [netesd 
of peahing down on reteree, there they stopped by order: then we attacked what part of 
the enemy's works remained in cur front, and we were beaten off with infamous, becuase 
hnecessary carnage” 

Ih my letter of July, | said the sepoys did all ; now 2 am to deseribe iL The grena- 
dlers attacked a post and were beaten off with great Gummge; they retreated, rallied, and 
wet teady for another atratke 9 Stuari ordered the reserve, that is the Hanoverians, to atinck 
# post ia front, the grenadiers to clo 20 on the! lef, andthe King's toret ana thie 3th Bengsl 
regiment to do 20 on the right of the sume post. The grenadiers either mistook the signal, 
ér were delayed, for they did’ pnt theve ; the Hanoverians reached the toot of the Pav 
[ warwith them, and not thiny ards from the parapet; the rots on the right, ran 
away and teft the sepoys who retreated in good order : this created confusion in the 
Hanoverians; | Was worded at this time, and T did not know that (he roset had disgraced ue 
wo mach till afterwards. Hine could! they do better? Jails emptied had furnished the ment! the 
half pay int gave @ Major from the Cavalry who had lain by eince the last war, and who, 
when he joined, declared to the Lieutenant-Colonel, that he was totally unableto assist him, 
being entirely ignorant of Infantry disciplme: however he is a Major-General, The senior 
Captain waa about so-years old! the second Gapmin only t8{ ‘The Lieutenant-Colonel wae 
taken away to Command jn the lino, umler his brevet of Colonel in India, The Major was a 
Majoe-Genera! as {before said, mod Av wey left near Madras te command sick quarters! As 
soon as the men were embodied they embarked for fedia; and so made a King’s regiment 
to instruct the Company's Officers In their duty, Six hundied and eighteen Europeans were 
killed and wounded in this artmack; and al! nor die, (for T ati alive and anme others.) hut thete 
were more Killed than the number who survived their woutide. The French pursued the 
nen aet and fought in the pinine: she? vowld wot odveiaad the tolls The ihre 

mpanies of sepoys onder Lieutenant Dist, seeing the redonht enrpty, mirched round after 
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they rallited (for they hast been defeuted), aud took possession of it The French then moved 
of to try to recover it The Europeate gronadiers came op also, they had again attacked 
@ post which resisted most furiously, they hed to support them, the 13th Bengal regiment, 
aod o Camatic battalion. These sepoya were on the onght, and seeing two bodes 
ef Frenchmen coming down, they formeil to receive them The grenadiers, 
(grenadiers, overcome with heat, farigue, want of warer, and the enemy’s fire, gave way 
again, and (Ook shelier behind the sepoys iki ¢oiered them usd moved duck tm perfect 
ord / The right did pot do unything for want of orders! On the 25th of June the enemy 
mace a sally iy three columne > they Gl ppon the ayth Bengal regiment, the 24th repulsed 
the French with their bayonets, and took prisoner the Colonel who commanded the attack 
The grewadiess were behind the cath, they muude a retrograde motion, seni f4 by fo ennake 
rorng : it may beso, but it was an odd way tO repel an enemy who had come round to the 
tear of the trenches, Whilst & part attacked in front, a Bring ensued from the rear, and the 
poor sepoys were forced to lie down for a time > however they repelled the French, and 
preserved possession of the trenches,” 

“When Suffrein teturmed from fighting Hughes, he proposed landing all his men, and 
if he had done so, it woald have gone hard with ux News of the peace came just im time 
io save ta* 

“ Sit John Butgoyne was not at the salve, inthe got well enough to oly the army the 
day it reached Torrarum, which is one short march from the Mount. There he took the 
command, and he made the whole discomtented with their fate. After toiling to defeat the 
enemies of their country, whenever they could find them, they were now doomed to be 
reared to death with combetdion, 41 drarm Aon fo ran tromgh @ puddle be atlack prg-siies. 
Ligutenant-Calonol Floyd, a Colonel in tdi, joined also with the Light Dragoons ; 1 was 
in Madras, to get well af my wound, Rneeeg ciriataly St shield neue, ies Dara seet) antaee 
for meto.Aawe gone amd joined fo afteck Aogs? =“ — 

“General Stuart at last mer his deserts ria Cavarmabas Siew a teed Wid Se 
the Company's service ;—grown despernte, he declared that he would contime to command 
the Eing’s oops, ani he attempted to net hinwelf at thei head, but the Government seeing 
char-hlood must be-spilt if he was.not stopped in his proceedings, wisely prevented the evil 
by. peising bis person.” 

“The Company had ordered that an Officer of their own should always command in 
chiet Lang (who together with myself have and others elsewhere had been sqperseded by 
iliegal toca) brevets} was accordingly made a Licutenant-General The King's Generals 
declared that they would not obey. him—the trogpa talker of resistance—I flew out ta camp to 
put myself under Lang. Lang ordered the anny to march, immediately after an. onder had 
appeared from the Government explaining the reasons, and the legaliy of their act and 
requiting ali. officers of inferior rank to: Lieutenany General Lang: to obey hin” 

“The King’s troops withdrew ther orderiies from the Adjutant-General’s Office— 
Sigade.Mtajor refused to go for ordera—the Officers anid the troops sboulid not move, ‘Sir 
Toba. Bargoyon went x fete ty tang te deene that: he would, pcatpore the partis ould As 
had time te.censider, Lang refused w-comply, and Sir John Burgoyne and Colonel Floyd 
Jef the: comp.enhoutteave at midnight Major Mchensie, a local Lieutenant-Colonel, went 
20 bang afterwards and said that he was ready. with Hie Majesty's onps to obey his orders, 
acoortingly the army marched Thus Sir John Burgoyne, who never yet saw an enemy, 
and. Colonel Fioyd, (who ij] be got 2-jocal brevet was below me) deserted from camp to 
avoid serving under a Company's Licutenant-General. Since it a go great a disgrace to 
them, we, who before had been tolerably passive, cannot alter this any longer submit to the 
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indignity of acting under local brevets, | have therefore written a narrative of my sevvices, 
and gentit tothe Board, and | have asked im plain terms for supetior rank, And 1 have 
written ‘to my Attornies in England to get it if momey can ‘boy interest, or frenda will 
give inwithout the money, Yoor interest 1 have always had gratis, thanks are the Teast of all 
possible retums. und yet they are not always paid 29 punctunily as they ought to be 
T do not however fear being charged with not having endeavoured to shew my inclination to 
pay my debt; bu! poid it never can be whilst T live ; therefore a like desperate bankrupt 
1 will run a3 deeply loto debt as | can, and 1 beg for what lateres: yoo may have in our line, 
to get ime superior tink. [-ywant the commend in chiefin Bengal,—i dare not say more— 
nt I will take 1 IT can get it, and 7 am certain 1 could nor do worse than my prodecessora, 
so probably I might do better.” 


Manmas ; fam, my dear Friend, 
a7 September, 1785 fo. he, de, 
(Signed) T, D, Peanée. 


The following narrative of Colonel Pearse's services is the one adverted 
to In the above: letter, 


To The Hon'ble WaRkKER Hastinos, Esq, GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND SUPREME 
Council 


“HOMSURANLE Sra AND Sins, 

“ Permit me to lay before you two orders, issued here two days ago; and in consequence 
of then) to ctive your nitertion to a settlement of my own case, and your benevolence 7 
ald to relieve me from the bortheng I labour tinder 1 had the hononr to address you on 
this kubject some time ayo, ant ay | have not had the happiness. to receive an anawer, | 
dare lo falter wiyself that the subject, if not before you, isnot finally closed ; asl even if if 
then. was, | will venture to hope it may be revived, and that the vigorous inessires talon by 
this subordinate Presidency to extricate itself from the dificuliins occasioned by the deluge 
of Areva, giren by the King, and (o relleve their Officers from the consequent disgreefal 
aad fumilliating situation, will induce you jo (hink more favorably of my pmyer and petition, 
than any merit Ini myself might uinge une to bop yor would da, from thet considerations 
cts! 

Ny inarched with my detachment ls 178i, and in August joinal Sir Eyre Coo | 
foond Generals Manny and Stuart of the Company's and Colueels Lord MeLeod and 
Crawiord of the King’s, with the aryiy ; the { (ea i Gaesat commanded the lines, Crawford 
the Burnpean brigads, and leas posted to the third. ‘Oy the sth August we fought ‘Hyder 
at Pollyloor, In the boginning of the uctinn | was detmctved from the lefy of the frst fine 
with 4 force, to velnforce « post pocupled by Lidutenant-Colanel Owen As we dens : 
General Stuart jounted ua; we went under his command (u the place, and within live minutes 
after otir arrival, le loet his buy j ‘the command of (he left (hen devolved apon me, Positive 
otters ti sopport that port at all events, prevented any achvanciyy cy Hyder's right, where 
he commande! jy perein, a4 might have bees done before 4 q/ciock- The forces 
1 fad, todependént of those of ihe poor itself, 1 interposed between Hydere anny 
aad the pow ; who! §celuck Sir Eyre came tm, anil finding the post lee consequential 
than he had! omptioned it, he gave permission for wa to advance, from where | was 
We did oo, and wept.on the very) ground that Hyder had occupied, ‘Thus though, 
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in the beginning of thut day'I Kad three Officers above mie, | had the chief command of 
halfof the army the greatest part of the day, arid beet the line to victory.” 

“General Munro quitted the army ; Genera! Stuart wae wounded ; Colonel Mcleod was 
sick, therefore | became the second in command imiler the Conmandes-in-Chief, or the 
third Officer of the army, Colone! Cranford commanded the first fine, and-myeelf the 
secon at Sholingur, | did got get any orders from the Comimander-in-Chiel that | sould 
possibly obey; therefore acted, during that whole action from myself. You have the orders 
of the Communder-in-Chief on thar aubject; thie wasin the month of September 
rai” 

“tn November we went 1 Vellore, relieved i, and tock oot Coloné] Lamg, by which 
(leet the command of the second Ene, and had not any command till we reached 
cantonments, then | was posted at the Mount, which covered the whole” 

| gee ereren Coelewietar. Berne ove NeSY, USD to Europe ; and Colonel Lang, m disgust at 

superseded by Colonti Horne, in December ; by which | became second in command. 

ayer 1 iilabed the artay. Gani Mado fo Pondamaties an the amd Jannary 1782 ; then 
Str Eyre Coote joined, and we went co Trippasore: jon the sth, Sir Eyre was taken with a 
fit and supposed dead. News waa sent off jm secret to Madras, im conseauetice of which 
Coionel Lang offered his services, and wae suffered to retum ; even Sir Eyre Coote was not 
pleased with it, butns he had arrived i: camp ond-was my senior, be waa posied to the 
first line; myself to the second" 
“We: proceeded to Vellore- and relieved it On our way Hyder mtincked our rear; 
the baggage and convoy were cot of from the army by a Gwamp; fortune had placed mic 
ui the reat, when, withoat orders, | took post with three battalions of sepoys and the rear 
guard, till all was safe acrosa = ft wae my felicity’ to atop Hyder a second time, that bery 
day In hie attempt to get round through antler roud, to which Sir Eyre had sent me 
with a force forthat purpose You hive Sir Eyre Conte's letters ori thai sobjoct before 
you, and now the flict ali Wo hed another attuick in. our way hack, and a day of 
manieuvres tr the presence of the enemy. | till commanded the second Ine ond it was 
by my happiness to direct those mancuvres.” 
_ “From what T have related concerning myself you will learn thai tinder Sir Eyre 
Coote I never was lower than fourth Officer : aid, within « imimil after my functinn, was 
second. ‘That im two general motions, nwo attacks, and one day of manoiyres, | commanded 
‘a wing of the army, and Sip Eyre Coote had declartil that | did jt to bie paticaelicen 
Agter my returmt from Bengal, | was second in command, and declared #0 in orders An 
Hanoverian Officer, who had Breve of Colonel, was ordered by General Stuart to join 
us; be commanded the right wing in the oxpeditinn 10 demolish Wandewuh and 
{ fy—wais recalled when we returned, arid | went under General Stuart to the relief of 
Vellore It is well known there wos only uw |itile mcketing on elther expedition: bot it 
shows thot all thin time | way second in coumiand, and Linuwenant-Colonels Stuart and 
Gordon, of the Kiiy’s, were derving mderme* 

“In April we marched for Cuddalore The day beforg we marched, the Brevets 
arrived | atid from decond) in command | become fourth, by being pushed dawn by two 
Lieutenant-Colonels on of Weven, who had bed» brevetted over mé& Since that five 
Colonels, Limutetint-Colunels Gr Majors, having MajorGeneral's menk rr Jala only, and 
a string Of Lieutmuant-Calanéls anil Majors, having rank 2s Colonels sw /ndia only, have come 
above mc” 

"I doubt the legality of local Hrevets, under the Act which limite our rank to that we 
bold with King's Officers; but § am conyjuced of the injury | reveive by being commanded 
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by Liestename-Colonels andl Majara, whereas by the /(rticles of War, I mught not to be 
commanded by any but Colonels or their superiors," 

“The Government bere finding the inconvenience of thia sate of double commissions, 
have at last been forced wo remove General Swart ; and actigg uniler the authority of thas 
order of the Court of Directors which directed that Srevets should be given to keep the 
command in the hands of their cw) Officers, they have at ence promoted Colonel lang to 
be a Liewtenant-General” 

4 Asreeahly WwW aclause jr he Act of Parliament. all orders seul tc India, ure lold before: 
ihe Secretary of Suave. therefore (hie order alluded uw i au urder approved by His Majesty's 
Ministers: comsmyuently, the power to give itrevets was known, aud thought to be o proper 
ght, by the superincs of thoye whyse rank 4 yrievouily oppresses the Company's Officers, 
and most 40 myvelf, who, having served thromh the whole war with Seep RT 
empluyers, gm pushed down from the object of every soldier's wishes, and ao disgr 
instead of mecting the coward which | have Ldboured to merit. But this is sot sig LE 
meataré of my grievaices, | aim abuul to wiffer another of a different mature, as | shall 
now state.” 

“In 1768 | cams oat a Major to Bengal—Horne, @ Captain of Artillery, to Masdras; 
to which rank be was resiored, having gune home in cunsequence of having been deprived 
of his coumnission, 1 wae made a Lieutenunt-Colonel in, i7ig—Horne,s Major in 177, 
After that, be obtained the ‘Lrevet monk af Lieutemmi-Colunel, ani went home again} 
there he obtained ff removal to the Infantry, with orders to rank above Colonel Lang. On 
his arrival he was appomted accordingly, with rank of Colone! from the 1th October 
i772, but ihe had cemained in the Artillery he would only. have been e Lieutenant-Colonel 
fram rv8z:and a Colonel from bis arrrval, then he woald have ranked from the zame 
year, or if he fad come. on direct im the fldet that was captured, from since tine in 1781, 
‘consequently, in either case he must have been below mo” 

= Orsipe nen ence. ANGINAL SCPE Lang to his rank above Home; if chat had been 

seed by taking away the extra rank given solely to pot hunabove Lang,! mast have 
Fae thew tent but the orders remain in force, and.so he ranks as Colonel, fom a pened 
before be was even a Liewyenant-Colonel, by brevet; and, when be amnves, will except 
to command me, sor can ft help myself, or avoid () unless you take pity on my 
case.” 

“From ‘all that | hove written, i pppears, thal though | have served with credit 
during the war, | have been continually thrust down by breveued Officers, who have 
‘not served at all, or not ti) near the close: of 1) and now tam about w be pushed 
still lower, by an accidwntal arrangement concerning the ranks of Horne and Lang, which 
has heen overtured by subsequent orders from home, though the order given m consequence 
of the arringertient reauins in force.” 

“That the falling iower by the promovon of juniors jv deemed intolerable in the King's 
‘service, may be gathered from the conduct of Mcbeod and Humberstan:on the Malabar. 
Coast, who retired from the army sai/iom ervice, ‘because Mathewe war promonmd © a 
Brigadier General, which prevented bis being superseded by: the brevets of those-Linute- 
‘nait-Colomela at that tume-expected, but which had not besa recenved i and by: the: conduct 
of Niujor-General Murgayne aod Lieutenant. Colonel Mloyd (@ Cofome dy Seeoe in Jetia 
wily) who have now quilted ie atmy i consequence af Colonel Lang's promotion io 
Liewteuunt-Geperal” 

“Our feelings, as Company's Cicer ar precisely the pame ) Loon ad Meat easwer for 
ining, thowgh | submitted for the take uf Continuing ty do ny duty lo my singhga > uit ange 
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stung by the examples Gy pretedenty just exhibited, I feel more than over, the indignity of 
the eupersession by local rank." 

“| therefore pray you t grant te oie superior ramk, ti -enpport the dignity of the 
Company's service, utal tt yetleve me from « burthiew which Kiigés Officers deeat intolerabic.” 

uy Fly 
“Mapeas. dc, See. Moe. 
y7th September, 1783.” (Signed) T. D. Pesngr" 

“ P.5.—Since | sent off the original, | have learnt that the order, giving power to iippoint 

Company's Officers ‘by brevet, above the King's wat estigned a9 the cause of Lieutentant: 


Colonel Crawford's going home; who though caly a Colanel by local brevet, could not bear 
to submit to the thoughts of fature sxpersession, a4 be term |" 

It-is probable that the termination of hostilities, and the return of the 
Bengal detachment, were the only reasons for non-compliance with Colon 





Peurse’s solicitation for superinr rank, as his claims upon the Government 
were of no ordinary nature, and the boon but an act of justice to have: 
bestowed upon him. 

The mind of Colonel Pearse was not, however, to be altogether borne 
down by any:supposed or real grievances or disappointments ; and the follow- 
ing letter, written about this time, shews that the interests of science were not 





To THE SECRETARY OY THE RovaL SOCIETY. 

“ SIR, 

of a vary Incge-one in the same Language, entitled “The Wonders of the Creation.” It 
is iv fact a kind of general pacom) fistory, extracted by the compiler, from the books of 
scinnos, and from voyages and wavels perfurmed by the Arabians ) wir, it le well known, bad 
not only mw great foreign trade, but exensive settloments im the Ielamds of the East Indies, 
where their maniers axd religion do mill ‘prevail: “| beg of yoo to present it to the Society 
im fry Mac.” 

“The bouk opens with an. account of the wonders of the heavens and the celestial 
spheres. Tho system is the Prolemaic : to cach planet, except hiart anil Jupiter, figmres 
are annexed, and tank spaces wore left in the book, to be used for the Agures of those 
planeta You will ses that the sn and moon are drawn as among as,———~Mercury, iw 
ropreem|mited as in the act of writing with paper anid peu im hie hupod, and jhe ink-pot before 
hits.—§\— Venus is awoman sitting down and playmy upoo a etonged Instmment reeemll- 
ing an Irish limrp, but thatwhich occasions thls fetter, je the igure of Saturn. By inquiry 
ainvorgst the learned of these parts, Mars ought.to be represented uso warrior, and Jupiter 
as att old nian aitting down, with four girls daocing round him. The book saye something 
contrary to thie: I never saw the Ggure, therefore simply relate. what) was told) me.” 

“The book: was written ia the fifth or sixth century of the Hegira, and tat whoch | 
borrowed, aad from which iny copy waa taken, ie in the possession of Mr, Palk, in which the 
Gyures are all paintings | but the age of shat copy 1 camnot tell.” 

* tt ie now time Io tell you why T trouble you with this book, though | mest Gt inform 
you, that I had it copied: solely for the sake of the figure of Savura, and had begun translate 
the part that treated of celestial bodies, to send home wih a copy of the ongmal w tbe 
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ed'my carrying my desien into execution i however, In the year 1780, having got what | 
wanted, [sat down todomy part. The war with Hyder All hownver, caried me ‘from home 
into whe Carnatic, and thotgh [have hae! the part thal was Intended for the Society withll 
me al) the time, yet I really hove noi hail me to translate It except the small part 
tha? aicertains the age af ihe hook-nnd the account of Saturn) I which however there 
ix not any mention of the aatelliue Gr ring ; and the account of this periodical time ls 
erroneous, and plainly relates ta the emeenth planet, fae Beelad af eobtch jp abun! adety peers, 
eal whtcd fe npsy seldom spen, etd when seen, deemed ancien fe the merld én general » 4q 
ay cays the learned Brahmin with whom | eanversed. ‘The instant 1 saw the figure, It 
strc’ meas emblematical of Stem, and as representing him possessed of what, tll very 
lately, we were utterly ignorint of, 1 mesn his satellites and ting Hitherto only five 
satellites have been seen hy Europeans, he fs there cepresented ne having oix, and their 
names, 1 preenme, ant expresses] by the foores held in the handa ; the arms shew that these 
bodies gre morahle, tint cunot separate from the planet, and are capable of various motions 
within certain distances; the-srventh bolde the crown divided into fomr porta, and this I 
sippese to mean the four cancenrrical parte of the ring ¢ the darkness onder the ann which 
holds the ring denotes thar the ring does not everywhere tooch the body of the planet } thie 
legs folded beneath the horly, | imagine to relat to the ring, aed to intiinate that the ring 
eupports the ‘body of the planet: or, nt least, that the hody appears te feat upon of within IL 
T conceive that the long beard and emncinted body, denote age and represen) the slowness 
of hie motion.” 

* TF ft be arged that thie explanation cannot be fost, for the ancients had pot inatroments 
capable of shewing them, T onswer. it le more than we can prove and If ever a sixth 
satellite he discovered. [t wi he a strong argument’ in favour of the contrary’ ‘option, 
T ait much Inefined te believe they had better Instroments than we hive fast 
Me een rf fim at brevity, therefore ghall only any (ha! Alkazan wrote on colour 

and catoptricks, and the problem of finding the figures of objects: reflected from 
a convex Specila, is called) Alharon's to this day, 1 ture not ssen Alhasan j if 1 could 
get i I could with the lssistance thie country would aford me, come at the knowledge 
of its contents, and perhaps might find telestepe; bit Hf not, i: doce not seem‘ any 
argument against there having been euch inetruments ; for we know how easily marmscripts 
are lost, ariel of such books as those which treat 6f eubjects in which only the leamedt In 
particular aclences are concerned, the mumber of copies eill have heew feed even now 
when-mck nimbers of copies af most hacke are published, do we not-find that many are 
Inst, or only to he found in very extensive libraries? “Much more easily then might the 
same thing happen before, when only manuscripts were in uae, anid when we refiect how 
few men In any cowry make ute dof telescopes, « (piarclerts, and such fivtmaments, we may 
easily canteive (hat the ciples of hooks treating of auch matters would he very few, con 
pared with aatromomical tables, which were in greater ave on acount of thelt utility jn 
astrology: but thes nre scarce, anil | is shifficull for Exropesns to get then" 

"] shall now adduce senethiny Tike os proof of there having been telescopes, though 
perhaps not like our's First, then, I asked « learned Mirssulman with whom | had frequent 
conversations on these subject. whether they had atiy mention of ouch jnatroments 8 we 
now use ; he said “he did nos recollect shat there were any, except Alhazan among the 
Arata, who had ever, thar “he bnew, written on euch subjects; nordo | know! added 
he, ‘that he did describe such instruments, bat he treats of the principles on which they 
depend" 
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*] must here observe, thot since Alhazan wrote on coloors and reflections, if not on 
- refractions throngh prisms and lenses: the not finding of any wes to which the specula were 
applied. will certainly prove that there were not wiescopes.” 

*Let us suppose a treatise on refiection and refracnon, and of the places of figures 
formed by either to be written purely scientifically, without any mention oft elescopes, or any 
application of the uses of the theorems: that by some accidents, possibly from the evolu 
tions of time. all other books in which telescopes and theic cece are described, and all 
telescopes had perished; if such # treatise were then to be fond in any remote period, the 
finder wnuld tict easily discaver the use of those theorems, and all less the instruments 

“Alhazon delivered pririciples—artista might possess the application, perhaps mot even 
commitied bo writing, Litt learnt a5 tradés are now lefrit, by working and practice.” 

“A Brohinin, with wham | discoursed, and waked how they made their tables, said that 
they ware formed o long while ago, by moans of great pits dug in the earth, in which the 
celestial bodles were made visible, but whai means they use to sec them be did not know; 
he said be could only we their tables, but could oot loom them—that the sun had 
formerly delivered the tables to a learned Dmblmin, who had contimied above sixty years 
constantly adoring him, asa reward for bis labors) This Brahmin agreed that what he 
sll was allegorical, arut simply meant that they were formed by a series of observations 
deligently made: but so Ltile equld | make of them from their distoorses, that instead of 
gaining light, { seemed rather to lose them And though the Mussulinan thonght of 
Alharan as | do, and moreover told me that the observation of the transltof Venus made by 
our Horrox, which I reduced jo the Hegir, was nol the first, for that mention |s made of 
one a long period before that in am Aralie book (he quoted the name of it, which 
I bave fargutten, bul f have the mame in Bengal amongst my papers), yet the want of actual 
knowledye of the use of telescopes, threw all into doubt, However one day as | was 
ees English translation af the “ Aralean Nights” TD mie¢ with mention of these things 
as common a5 apples and carpets Three princes went to seek for corjosities, and the Fairy 
Purree Bannao, furnished each under differeu shapes with what ht wanted; to one she 
give a small carper, for an: TTSHSe price, not from its corlous texture, but from ity property: 
of transporting him who sat onitto the place ip which he wished to go; to the second an 
apple that would cure disorders by being laid on the sick person ; andfor the same prica she 
sollte the third, atelescepe that wasendawed with property of slewing to him that Inked 
through itwhathe wished to sce if he looked through one end, unil objects as usual if he 
looked throught the other, and it is described 44a amalltube of ivory, having a glass at each 
end, If then that book was written before telescopes were in \se in Europe, aisd that is ascer- 
talnable, then telescopes were things in common tue before wehad any idea of them; and 
they are not described ay being euch as Dolland has since made, they. were telescopes, and 
ainmagst those who even now mente titescopes occasionally, bow few will describe those 
eaquisite ones applied to astromomical observations | ‘That useful inventions perish in time, have 
we 001 instances enough # the mrammies vulhice. Even m cur own days have wenotseen Dol- 
land perfect telescopes by the’addition of three object glasses? And are we notin danger of | 
losing them again from the want uf the matenals to make one of the kinds of glass wed by 
him ? Gunpowder ia alvo- thought to be, as f may call it, compared with great antiquity, 3. 
modern invention ; amb yet'in ' Gray's Gunnery, there je a quotation. from a Greek author, 
that gives reason enough to suppose it was applied to guna evon.in the time of Alexander.” 

"Much more | coald addon the subject, and had writen when in Bengal to send to you, 
but in my present situation | can only add, thatthe joss of any science is not proof that it 
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never was known, und all.) purpose is to present the figure of Saturn as I loundit, and 
to give you my reasons for explaining the emblem as { have done, whith yet remains to be 
made out by some fumre discovery of the sixth satellite, the existence of which is not thought 
1 be totally chimerical” 

] ¢hall not scruple to inform you of things which may seem wonderful, which 
come withm my own knowledge. [ tare the prediction of three comets and an earth: 
quake, which | received jong before the events : the earthquake did actually happen, and 
devasted the extensive regions round Lahore————unfortunately thatpaper is in Bengal 
Mr. Hastings has a copy of it; signed by me, with day marked upon the paper, 
to éhew when [ received it, which was in June, and ? think the earthquake happened 
in September, or the latter end of August 1779 or 1760." 

“Bot 1 send to you the copies of the other two predictions one of which was fully 
verified at Bath, though bemg on my march, I had not time to look ont for) ts as | certainly 
shoald have done had I been settled." 

“The Brahmin haa promised mes table of 10% comets, and when | return to Bengal, 
Wf he ja Tiving, 1 will enieavour to get them; he saya they are of different lands: some 
have straight tails, some crooked tails, and some fan tails—some are encircled with a burr, 
and some without ony—aguin, some are retrograde, some direct, and othera crose the 
heavens | hardly dare tefl you that the books wae, os he says, written in the jugg 
preceding this, and that thie bean with what we call the Creation.” 

“When we admire at come knowledge of the Shanserit, we may make discoveries of 
gome importatice, and either verify the assertioit or contradict them I relate what 
waa told to me; I do pot pretend to vench for ony thing, but the man had not any 
interest in deceiving me | ssked for informiition after the tmanner of a disciple, proposed 
Questions arising from the discourse, and making comparison of what he said with our 
system for further Information. He replied, you and the Musaulinana differ From each 
‘oie: anil from us: the Mussilman supposes the sum to go fotind the earth, daily and 
mnnually ; but the earth turma roid ite oxie daily, mecording to your system and oors— 
the Mussulman follow Ptolemy, we the ancient books, and you o system of your own, 
Wf not derived from our's, | 

“Here | niet pul an end to letter, which | fear, will prove tediow, more especially 
as lt concerns mutiers Which | relate merely to shew ome part of the belief of some of 
the mea of science of the Hindoo tribe, who are not very commfnicative,” 





“1 am, etc... 
(Signed) T. DD. Prange." 
“MADRAS, 2omd September £783," 

The following ia @ transiavion of part of the Book that accompanied the preceding 
letter — 

"The Section concerming the Liane the Sun: 

“As the mum js the largest of all the celestial bodies, and ie called the great luminary, 
#0 the astronomers call mt the king of the siara—the Moon, the wisioe ; Mercury, the 
secretary; Mars, the commandet in chief; Jupiter, the judge; Saturn, thé treaenres | 
Venus, tha musician servant—the spheres, they cull climates; the sodineal signe, cities ; 
degrees, towns} mutes, parizhes ; und eerends, hovbes | and thle comparison lsu yood 
one, and through the wonderful yoodness of the Almighty, it la plaged in the Gourth sphere, 
to ‘the etd that the ‘productions of value may be prevarved in A moderate temperate 
Por, if it bad been placed in the sphere nf the fixed stirs, the elements would have beer 
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far removed, and the products would: have suffered from the excess of cold ; and had it 
been fo the first sphere, they, would have been barmt np by the violence of its heat. And 
it Is another mark of his kindness, thot the sun wasendowed with locomotion ; for it had 
stood still, the heat would have been intense jm one place, and the: cold in. another, the 
detriment of which is well: known. Hut it moves moves over-all parts in one day and night, 
that every part may enjoy a portion of its rays, and in the space ofa year, i inclines 
two ways, once. towards the north, and once towards the south, to the end that both extrema 
may be benefited by it : than praise be the name of God, for He ia great? 

"The body of the son fsonn hundred and cixty-six times greater than the body of the 
exrth: and the diameter of the body af the sim ls forty-one thotisand nmé hundred and ninety 
diz miles 1! remaine fs each sly, thirty days and o part of a day, according to estimation and 
daily moves through a degree” 

“One of the powers of the sum fs, that i makes all the other stars vanish; gives light tq 
the moon} and of the properties of the moon that have been mentioned, all are derived from 
the Inflaence of the ran | 

“ Another of its powers {s, that when It shines.on the sexs, and the heat operates on 
them, vapours arise from them ; and these vapours when they reach the alr are condensed 
by the colimesa of it and form clouds: the win transports these clouds to distant places, and 
produce: rain, and sa the dead earth becomes animated, and rivers and springs How to enliven 
vegetables and antnzilé till. the next year, According t the word of God” 

MAnd it is that God who sends from between the hands of fils mercy, the winds to 
declare gind tidings, that ‘ when the clouds collet the cain, we will drive them to the dead places, 
and bring down. rain from them, and from that water will le produced all Kinde of froite” 

* tts power over minerals la, that the jiricet are collected within the earth, und when 





the pun acts on the drop: of rain nil the earthy particles, it produces the bodies of the 
metas, such az gold, silver; copper, tin, Tron—anil alao risbles, emeralds, and other stones— 
and quicksilver, sniphur, arsenic, galt, and the Ike, am{ the benefit of those tuiireral 
bodies Is well known. And. another power of the sum over the earth is, that yeyetables and 
corn and trees grow in soch places as the light of the sun can yeach them, And itis owing 
to the power of the sun, that the water-lillies ond mesereon appear abows the water: accord. 
lng os the sun rises, thelr etalics. rise, anc the leaves keep opright; and when the sun has 
reached the meridian, then it i¢, that they also are jn, most perfection, anil as the mn declines 
from the meridian, these alsa Kegih to fade :> and when the aun sets, they close till the next 
day, And the power of the ann over animals js, that when the morning light begins to 
appear they aléc begin te move, to look abent, and become lively; and when the is 
highest, they also do these things most perfectly till the deciine ; and so the sum falls, their 
pluce of rest, céase tp move, anil are ax it were, dead till the sun rises again." 

“ And another power of the sun Is, that Hi thoae places where the #un reaches the zenith, 
as in the Ciunteies of the Zangus and Abyssinians, the inhabitants are parched and black, their 
countenunces ore ugly, thelr bodies ate dry, and thelr dispositions are ike those of wild 
beasts: and those people who Ive where the suit is far from the zenith, auch fs——and—-, 
have dat fates, are white In colour, and their dispositions are like these of domestic 
cattle” 

“Barnhrat tells uo thar the vertex of the aun remains three thousand years m every 
sign, and mores round the sphere of the beavers in thirty-six thousand years, and at this 
tine, which ts the elyhth atid liftieth wid aix huindinedih of the Hegira, it (the vertex) te in 
Gemin!, and thut Is towards the sorth; and when the vertex reaches the sign Sagittarius 





278 BENGAL; PAST & PRESENT. 


which Is in the south, the regions of the north will become waste and deserted and the 
southem quarter which now is waste, will he inhabited, and the parte that now are seas 
will become dry land, and the dry land that now ia, will become sea, and the north will be 
the south, and the south the porth.” 

Here Colonel Pearse remarks as follows -— 

“In this patsage the chatige of obliquity is as clearly mentioned ag words can express 
it, and yet this cireurstance also was unktiown Hill lately, and even now le doubted hy some, 
who do not diligently explore the depihe of astronniiy. 1 shall shortly trouble the Suciety 
with a"paper on this subject = time’ will not admit of it now.” 

“Section concerning the Eclipses of fhe sus." 

"The cause of eclipsés is, that the body of the moon is interposed between the'sen, and 
our point of view, and the body of the moon hides the sun from us, and the raya of fight which 
proceed from the eye, and extend to the body viewed, farm x cone ; the apes of Which lies 
at the point of view, anv! the base of it at the body viewed” 

“1f then the moon have not any distunce in Latitude from the «phere of the eclipile, the 
whole body of the moon will (All fito the conte the whole body Gf the sim will be taken in. 
But if the moon have’ some fatinde, then the cone ld turned aside from the sum, and 
according to the degree of fanitude some part only falls fnto it." 

" Division the fifth:—of the Sphere of Mari" 

“It has two suriices, the superior surface i4 qurned towaritsthe spheré of Jupiter, ani the 
inferior one towanls the aphere of the aun; and the motion which belongs to if, Is frim the 
west io the en5t, and in one year, two months and teenty days it iz completed; and the 
figure of its sphere ix like that of the sphere of the moon or Venus, and therefore it is 
unnécessary tu repel it. ‘The thickness of the aphere of Mars, according to the opinion 
of Ptolemy, that 14 to say, the distance between the upper anrface and the ander one, 
is twenty thoukand and three hunelred miles; snd the diameter of the body of the sphere 
ia seventy and ez thowwnd and nine hundred and twenty miles," 

Section tuncerming the Propertizs of Mars." 

" Astrologers cull Mars the leases evil, because the malign inffuence of Mars is lets 
than Satum. Violenne, conquest, and Tapine are attributed to him. ‘The body of Mars 
bs eq! to ome-half of the earth nearly, and the diameter is nine thoutand, eight handred 
and thirty-five miles Andat the tint it is direct, it remains forty daysin each sign, and 
mores throng h forty minntes! nearly in each day,“ 

“ Division the sixth -—Conctrning the Sphere of Jupiter.” 

“ft has also two surfaces, the upper one touches the sphere of Saturn, and the lower 
one that of Mars, and the motion that belongs to it ié from the west to the enat, and fs 
eleven years two months and fifteen days, it ls completed: Am! the thicknesd of the 
sphere, that is, the distance between the wpper and lower surfaces, is twenty thousand 
three handred and thirty-two miles." 

4 Of the properties of Jupiter.“ 

“The satrologers call him the great good, because he brings good, and (hey attribnte 
to him great chowity and felicity ; und his body ts equal to eighty-four times and one-third 
and one quarter of the earth.” 

* Divison the seventh :—Of the Sphere of Saturn. 

* tt also has (wo surfaces, the upper one touches the sppere of the fixed stars, and the 
jower one that of Jupiter, and the motion that belongs tb i, Is fro she West to the abet 
and in sixty-nine years and five months and tix days it is completed j and B 
that the thickness of the sphere is 21,603 miles, and this is the figure” 
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“ The propertizs of Satern.” 

“ Astrologers call hin the grater evil, because in malignity he ls greater than Mors, 
and they say ‘that from bim proceed destruction, and murder, and sorrow, and great griaf, 
and all {te accompaniments : Goel preserve us from hiny! And the body of Saturn is one 
and eighty and one-sixth tives greater than the earth; and they say that the behalding 
of Satum produces grief, in the same manner as the sight of Venus floes joy, God knows 
best.” 

* Prediction of two comets, extracted from a sraal] Almanack, inta which | copled 
them from Mr, Hastings! Almanack before | left Calcutta, which waa before January, icles 

* First—rorh January, 1781, One ghurree before day 9 comet will appear te the form 
ofa Bag, é¢, square; it will be seen fiftecn days: it i of the kind calhedt dwuilge, or dingr } 
ite period lz eighteen years: thle will appear a little to the north of the aon.” 

" Second—March 1781; On the sth of this momh another comet will appear of the 
kind ealled vocker, ot crooked, from the sphere of its tall: twill appear ea ghorrees 
before qunrise near the planet Satori and south of i, Wn the 25th it will appear in the 
evening ; lis period ls 22 years.” 

We cannot pass this interesting communication without offering some 
reflections upon the subjects ft embraces. The circumstance of the four girls 
dancing round the figure of Jupiter, as they ought to be according to the 
Brahmin’s statement to Colonel Pearse, is. a strong argument in favour of the 
sn eel Roemer of the heavenly bodies which the ancient Arabians. and 

possess: The four dancing girls evidently represent the four 
satellites of Jupiter. These arewmjovial satellite (a3 they are styled by 
modern astronomers from the quick of their motions in their orbits) were 
not known in Ban ope before the year 1609, and the third and fourth only are 
visible, and this but rarely and in the clearest atmosphere to the naked eye, 
But it ia truly interesting and curious that the figure of Saturn should 
be represented with seven arms, At the time Colone] Pearse wrote his 
letter to the Royal Society, the sixth satellite of Saturn had not been 
discovered : it was first discovered by Herschel on the 25th August 1789; 
and the seventh satellite, which the seventh arm of the figure, without 
dispute, must be intended to represent, was not discovered by Herschel 
until he had completed his grand telescope of 4o fect focal-length, when it 
was first observed by him onthe 17th September 178. All the satellites 
of Saturn aré so small, and the planet is so remote from the earth, that the 
best telescopes are necessary for observing them, May not the seventh arm 
having hold of the sing denote a circumstance connected with the orbits. of 
these planets, which is that the planes of their orbits so nearly accord with 
that of the ring, that the difference ia not perceptible? Undoubtedly the 
ancient astronomers must have possessed the best instruments: probably 
differing from modern ones, but fully as powerful. 
‘We are not aware that the Roya! Society in any of its printed papers 
have noticed Colonel Pearse’s communication, but our imagination, warmly 
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interested as it has been in all that relates to the subject of the present 
memoir, has pictured the probablity that Colonel Pearse's paper may have 
met the cye of Herschel, and may have been an additional spur to the indefati- 
gable and wonderful labours of that great mar, The thought is too pleasing 
to us, as connected with Colonel Pearse's posthumous fame, to let it rest 
ee to our readers. We will now proceed with the memoir, 
e Bengal detachment remained encamped near Madras from the 

Sas = hole return from Cuddalore until the end of April 1784. During 
this lapse of time negotiations had been incessantly going on with Tippoo 
and 2 treaty of peace was at last concluded between this Chieftain and the 
British Government of India. The army was at this time many months in 
arrears, and discontent began to prevail in the camp, which at last wore a 
very serious aspect. In one or two Instances the conduct of the troops was 
highly insubordinate ; but the following letter to Major-General Stibbert, 
while it details an unwarrantable proceeding on the part of the troops, still 
speak in favour of that character of attachment to their Officers and- to the 
Government which the Bengal sepoys have ever deserved. 

To Majon-GeNenal’GiLes"Stinaret,” COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 
“ SIR, 

“1 have the honour to send the retire for February, and have struck off those officers, 
concerning whom f had received your orders.” 

"| imagined my letter concerning the mutiny had reached you; there was a cistur- 
hance, and Amongst aur people only ; it was petasioned by a payment made to the Madras 
troops secretly, when ours were omitted.” 

* (had obtained part of a motth’s pay and sent it out; but they refused io receive the 
part, though 1 had declared that the rest would ‘be lesued In the course of the week * 

“They surrounded my palkee on the Christmas evening, und as ! judged fmm the 
numbers and appearance of things, that lt wae a general mutiny; | jumped out of it, and: 
selred the sword of the man who had laid hold of my palkes, he struggled with me for i, 
but as the hilt wae in my hand, | became madter of it, and ther eelred him, and declared 
I would put him to denth on rhe epot, fa single man more Approathed, aud to effect it, 
t threw off the acabbard" 

“Being questioned what was meant, heeald, | was going away, and they should be lef 
without protection ; that the Madras troops-were paid fora month, and that 1 had offered 
onjy part of the same month's pay, though both were eight monthi! in arreare After this I 
committed the tm 1 the care of my orderlies, and intended to lodge hitn ln fort, but. the 
rest rescued him and let me go on" 

“The next day Lieutenant-Colone!. Dlane sent to desire 1 ayould return to Trivatore, as 
the man had declared they would not receive les than four or five mantle’ arrears and. canis, 

that they would have the whole 1 returned instantly, and eras received with shouts of joy 
That evening | sent emissaties amongst them to declare my Gepleapure at behaviour which 
isgraced both them and me, am! was to no purpose, because the money could 104 be 
obtained, it could, they wold tot have been kept in arrears} and more th (he sume 
purport Captain Wiiliamscn pald hls buttalion that alyhi, th igh two men of the nich 
regiment threatened to fre at them if they did receive it, The nest day the whole were paid, 
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except ome man, whom | instantly dismissed from the service, and banished from cantan- 
ment’, and forhad any tran of the detachment associating with him; they submitted to i 
quietly, and then ordered the tan whe seiced me, and ome whom we had found of the tem who 
threatened to Gre at my orderly, to he tried and punished which was done, and peace restored, 


and haw comtimed ever since” 
“ MADRAS, WT kave, ete, 
roth March, 173." T. D. PRARcE” 


By combining that necessary decision of character, which will ever up- 
hold. subordination snd disciptine, and at the same time command respect, 
with an amiable and ever zealous interest in the welfare of all ranks under 
his command, Colonel Pearse had acquired an ascendancy over the minds of 
his native soldicry, which proved of the utmost value on the present occasion, 
By a mixture of severity and kindness, of punishment and argument, judi- 
ciously applied to the circimstances which called forth the exercise of cither, 
the discontents were allayed, the real hardships were patiently bore, and the 
condiict of the Bengal detachment, at the period of their final departure 
from Madras, was such as to call forth the warmest ecomiums of Lord 
Macartney and the Government of the Madras Presidency, for their past 
services and their conduct both in field and in cantonments. 

After resisting several propositions on the partof the Madras Presidency 
to send back the sepoys by'sea, which on account of their prejudices at that 
time the native soldiery protested against, the happy day at length arrived, 
on which this gallant band of veterans were to set out on their return to 
their own country. 

On the 22nd April 1784, the Bengal detachment moved from Currimgur 
to the red hills, and the next day to the Cortelarriver, which was the first 
ibe See! stage on the route towards Bengal. On the 24th the detachment was at 

assoodic | on the 30th of April at Korwari; and on the 4th of May at 
Nellore. At this place orders were received by Colonel Pearse to leave all 
his Artillery and Ordnance stores behind him, and to send back the European 
Artillerymen and the Lascars to Madras, in order that they might be sent to 
Bengal by sea. 

On the toth May the army left Nellore, The following letter ‘will 
explain Colonel Pearse's situation at this time, and as it contains a clear 
description of the country through which the route of the army lay at that 
time, it is interesting as a record, aa many changes in the lace of the country 
may have taken place in thirty-riine years, 

TO THe HONQRABLE WARREN HaAsTING3, GOVERNOR-GENERAL AnD SUPREME 
CouNciIL 
"HONORADLE 31h AND Sips; 

"The orders sent to mo by your Secretary, and their explanation by General Stibbert, 
leave me equally in the dark as.to your intentions concermmg cur further progress.” 
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“J had the honor to state to you rease 
route Thad marched, and why { thought Cuttack had another route if the ahraites would 


consent to.our exploring i" | 

#1) therefore beg to trauble you to inform. me. before we reach Ganjam, what yoo 
require me to do, because Chat | will do, if it be- possible.” 

Chitca Lake opens inte thn sea very wide and rapid in the rains, for f} receives 
branch of the Mahameldee at the sotth end, end all the torrents from the hilla mhich 
bound it west and South, From: (hence to Tugzernanth is 3 yart plain of sarc At = amuall 
distance from Jaggernamuth, there is a bride with many arches, which is a-cantinuation of a 
conseway, that rons half way to Cuttack ; it is in many places above, fen feet high, and yet 
in the rains it is barely above water. “Agrer this the country is intersected with a great many 
rivers, quite to Bhuderuck, at which place the Mahanuddee is. above two miles broad, the 
ecutbern (branch being the shallowest, and about half the breadth of the northern, which was 
barely fordatle ot the time we passed In the rains therefore it must be ermssed in boats 
and co must several others between that and Bhuderack most af which have connection 

W The rainy soason sets in at Caleuttn, in fall force shout the day we should have neath 
ed Ganjam, how far seth ‘the zist of Jane is limited, 1 cannot say; bat it is reasonable to 
sappose that the rivers are affected before the rains begin to fall ia the country, The Goda 
very and Kistna rise In the very beginning of june, without any rain in the Circars, If the 


Sishamudidee inkes its rae tear the Soane, both will be alike affected, and the Soane is full 
in June Whenever the Mahsnudiee ts full, all che tow country is im cultivation, and of 
course fa quagmire. Soch (4 yhe cmuntry we afe to pass fn the dry season if took us 
itty days to pass Cattack—in the ruins it wild require a longer time to get to Bhideruck 
i 1 may judge from what {saw in the dryseason. Bur Juggernanth and the Chilka 
may be left on the ett, onl the detachment could, if parmiltved, munch throegh the mnun- 
tains on the western sale. { had hirkarrahe who had travelled that route. The Mahrattz 
deny it existence, und yet they passed Tato the Ganjam district through this route 
once, with alarge baly Whan we marthid through Cuttack, Chinmajee was there with 
a large army, He wis to the west amony the hills, and he hort wantered there with 
all Kis'army ; but in the plains through which we marched, he could not have wintersd 
Fhe bad desired \¢j. unless he had tured out the inhabitants trom every twa and village 
all alot the road to Cuttack. Siner then he did winter among the hilla, 1 15 (emomeratile 
shat’ in those parte the country j# dries, and produces fodder for horses in the rainy 
season.” 

“The Pollams near Madras were deemed Inacessible, till we entered them with our 
whole anny. ‘The mountains on tbe west of this Chinn Lake, are of the same sppestunes 


the Aniter are passable. tn circuite and winding rounds, and soare al) ihe Polloms neat 


” The Cuttack bills appear like the Pollome ets Wisinnee: We entered them at the 
Cocmreah river, and there they were preclely the same, so was the cultivation ; aod sioce 
Chimnugee did winter there, and bla army (id much behind Lilli parnfiel to ue all the way, 
with gum, etc I judge there vs 4 road quitt dimen to the Midoupore provinces, passable tn 
the value. ‘Such m road t2. worth knowmg ; beer if the Makrattas should te our enemies, 
and pilies of n foreign power, they might lead an atmy to yrntr | jes, ai the time you snughi 
suppose the country impassable. Therefore if the Mabnattus would lets foam at jarge 
to seek a route, i, would be advisable to order ux to move, wet or dry.” 
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“faut now puke inform you thal our iherspameters are iluily at bao” Tut tog” by the 
time we get to oar grand, anit mot below gf? Gl after five o'clock. To plunge mt once 
into the fuina, and continve through Cuttack, would be little ehort of x certain ‘deatn—I 
has alarmed most people, nud been thir andject of discurte ; theréfore I relate tbe fact, and 
tubmit the merits of the cave to yom, witht even pretuming to express @ wish one way oF 
the other ” 

“Aa an individual [should pet dm,—as u Public Offiter I ehall regulate my motions 
by my order. | shwulil he truly sorry tf sce these brave imopa, whom 1 have ted from | 
Benga! through rrany difficulties, ant whe by guing have done honour to this. service and 
nation, exposed to desttuction from climate. 1 fear It would be impossible to get through 
Cuttack early erough to avoid this evil ; and | lament that ff we ure forced to stop, they 
andall of we must be kept (ram that home to'which we all look-stedfasdy with longmg 
ayes. 

The remainder of this letter-treats upon the distress which the troops 
may be exposed to Hmoney is not provided to pay them their arrears on 

On the rth May the detachment was at Mamilidoroo, Here an order 
was received by Colonel Pearse from the Select Committee at Madras, for 
the Artillery ancl Ordnance Stores which had been left behind at Nellore 
to rejoin the detachment with all despatch. 11 appears that & mutinows 
spirit had broken out amongst the troops in the Carnatic in two or: three: 
places, and the Select Committee deemed it advisable that the Bengal 
detachment should be again In, its full state of efficiency for actual service, 
by resuming its artillery and field equipments. The following letter in some 
depree explains the circumstances :-— 

To tur Howonance Wanarn Hastincs, GovERWOR-GENERAL (AND SUPREME 
“HOWORABLE SIE ANP Siks 

® About g o'clock Int might | received the letter of which the inclesed ts 4-cupy,” 

“1 presame that you are duly informed what agitates the councils of this Presidency, 
but ua It is possible’ that they may nor yet have sent any officint accounts to you, T shall 
commuticate what has come to my knowledge trom the private letters af others,” ‘ 

TAL Presidency having resolved to keep up the Cavalry, who, were turmerly the 
Nabob's, and who tad served in our pay dunng ibe war, te Cxvulry tlaimed nearly two 
years of arrears hin from the Nabob for time antecedent af then being taken inte the 
Compaoy'’s service. The demand om beng complied with, they moatined, stired thelr 
Officers, Evrtpear anil Native md took possession pf Armee. They fired at General 
Lang from: the walla, and threaten to put thelr Kuropean Officers to death if their demand 
lp not sathefied. So Late as the Sth they were (at Madras) reported|ofholid out, and ii was 
sold that a force was annt to reduce ther.” | 

“This is the story as 1 have ir from others: for though upon bearing It I wrote to 
‘Madris, culating whil hed come to my knowledge, | have not had word on the sxbject 
addressed to myenll” 

“Nellore was ane of the Wabob's military stations: there were im the fort gooo men 
when & waa there, ln 3701, ‘They were then in orrenrs as. far as the vest, and muutioons 
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and discontented. Having occasion to employ part of them, three days elipeed before 
before their demands coulil be satisfied; at last the Fouzilar paid them # sum for their lmmia. 
diate use, andl into my hands a farther gum, which thiy were to recelve when Wey jolned the 
grand army, [twas paid to thelr Sirdar, though very few of the orjgmal Cluiments remained 
atthe time. After this itwas faemd pecetsary to blow the Sirdar from a gun for mutiny, and 
latterly the whole were disbanded. "The greater part of them live in or near Nellore, some 
have gone to Kurpah, and engaged with the enemy; but so many remained, that 
the ease found it necessary io writs to the Officer in ‘Nellore to be upon his 

"This will, presume, auficiently explain the cause of the order * pot to leave the pond 
at Nellore’ But 1 had already lefi them, and therefore to prevent any bad consequeoces, 
I bave halted, and have sent a sufficient force to tiring them to me." 

“Between Kurpeh and Veucatagherry there lies country subject at this time to the 
Rajab of the latter place ; but it is claimed by the Nabob of Kurpah: As it wasan appendage 
of Vencatayherry before the war-and of course came under it by the peace, hostilities ought 
to have ceased ; but the Kurpah Nabob till caries on the war, and in this country, and has, 
V hear, taken the principal fort. I searnt that on out moving northward, he had retired, 
but on hearing that we had passed om he retrmed intait This Nabob ia the san of Mbeer 
Sahib, who was killed atthe battle of Coddalore im 1981, and the contest about this very 
cuuntry introduced the late war, as 1 gm told All this is hearsay, and not on public 
authority, but f believe it is fact" 

“Sech a situation of affairs woald account for the desire expressed by the Select 
Committee, that i chould halt near Ongole.” 

“In Masullpatam, ope Rajah bas retired to his fnemesses; and | understand that the 
Soe veenmnaees Watmed ha) tithe hat focal: trope, md. to) repsace: tbara: By, tence: OF cae 

bhehment generally, These may be the reasons for my directions to wait for firther 

orders at Masulipatam.” 
“i thought it my dsty to convey to you, all that has come to my knowledge; for 
though [ presume the Government have more clearly, and from actual knowledge of their 
own views, informed you what directions they have sent to me; yet as there is » possibility 
that they may have waited for the issue, | thought it mecessary to fay before you the 
probable causes, when | reported what I had done.” 

4) have written w the Committee, telling them that | have sent for the gums, that 
I shall not cross the Kistna oll the and of Jone, nor then if they direct the contrary, bat 
that J shall not smy later without an express order; because the river fills about that time, 
and cannot be passed afterwards without yreat difficulty und ditiper: I have aloo said 
that afterwards I shall wait their orders in the Masulipatam district, and | have appriced 
them that they ought to determine ultimately concerning wy because If we get to the 
north of the Kisina, cannot even flatter them with bopey of being able to get the troupe 
back to the southern side, should they be wanted.” 

“Thus for | hove, Gentlemen, ac far os in me lay, obeyed every onder that bas 
reached me, and 1 hope it will not be deemed pressumpion in me tu reqjirest you 
will be pleased to Jet our guns be once more an object of your consk | 
Wher [ asked for them from Lord Macarmey, it was on o maxim, which, 
if erroneous, is nevertheless filly estubilisheil in my mind from the history of ‘this 
country, our own, and every other that | have read, ‘That the English in Indie 
are always to be considered In a state of warfare, and ought mot to quit. thelr 
arms io time: of the most profound pewce; because peace in India is only apparent 
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and cannot from the nuture-of man be solid) and because the instant they sappase it 
real and act accordingly, they will feel & blow which most Hkely they will not he able 
to recover, Let ime apply what has happened, os ahove related, to this :—Afier a 
war of long continuance, on the conclusion of q peace, [twas apposed thay the Bengal 
detachment would not want guns to march throvgli the dominions of the Company to 
Bengal, His Lordship (Lord Macartney) held my maxim to be too peneral, not well 
founded, and alitest ridiculous: and yet Gentlemen, within a fortnight {1 was found 
necessary to direct this detachinent to retain possession of the guna, and mot to leave 
them behind, althotigh secured in one of the principal fortresses of this part of the 
Company's territory, fram fear of intestine fea And though = peace had lately been 
signed, there was just causs to apprehend that the ratification of it must be completed 
by sirma.” 

“Were I to relate what more hai come to my knowledge of rhe commotions 
amongst the Rajah: and Sirdars dependant upon the Campany, ! might possilly expose 
myself to ridicule for my credulity; and yer I fear ultimately they will afford good 
mily be fottnl necessary to send more after us by cen“ | 

"Cuttack, Gentlemes, is in the hanils of our allies, and yet there may be foes before 
we reach thelr country.—| own this js not likely, butit ls possible—and supposing that we 
were to attempt to pass Cuttack, and that they should change in the interim, we should 
fin |t neat to impossible to get through or hack agairi without guns; but if the change 
were premediated, and we had our guns with us, we could not be supported in cur progress, 
and therefore should in all likelihood avoid the maul’ of the attempt" | 

"In regard 40 the expense, jt really iano more than the hire and feed of the bullocks 
sible to travel faster without guns than with them; and the same would be the case in 
wet weather: for the baggage camnm travel faster than ‘the ordnance, and where the 
baggage carriages can yo, there can the gtins travel also." 

"It was your pleasure that the gums should be left behind in the first instances.T now 
walt for them by your onlers They shall be obeyed again in the next district: but 
foresecing as | do, that it may be found advisable to have guns with the troops, 1 have 
presumed to give my reasons why [ think so, and 19 support these reasons by recent 
facts, that you may have before you the new matter that has risen, and which I hope may 





induce you to think the subject worthy of further consideration.” 

“Permit mo to add, hat it cannot be any personal objection to me to ask for the puns, 
further than.itiamy duty to consider all that may contritrite to the honour and dignity 
of the Company, and to actual safety of the troaps committed to my charge, 
arid since it does appear tome that keeping the guns with me will best inswer thoee ends, 
hope you will pardon my having ventured to send this representation. Ip support of an 
opinion contrary to that which you held, when you thought proper to give your orders for 


“From the interrmptions we have met with and shall meet, I think it will appenr, that it. 
will be impossible we can get to Curtack before the raimy season is too far-actvanced to make 
the attempt advisable without permission, to seek a roid through the mountgine” . 





“ MOMILINE ROG, “T om, 
tith Wop pty with he greatest respect, &e, dc, 


T, D. Prarss.” 
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A few days after this, orders came from Lorcl Macartney and the Secret 
Committee, ordering the guns to be left behind, when the detachment 
reached Masulipntam. On the zand May the detachment was at Ongoli, and 
on the 24th at Kutepollam, The troops at this time were ten months in 
arrears! On the 26th the detachment was at Chandole and on. the 27th at 
Siccacollum, Here Colonel Pearse mentions a melancholy accident which 
happened with the army as follows — 

“Yesterday Licutennot Dowe was killed by his horse fatfing back upon him ; be expired 
ina few mimites after te acctient: He was a young man much esieemed. in. ins corps” 

Exposed to these dreadful heats occasional chills from rain, it might be 
anticipated that the army would not be free from.sickness, Colonel Pearse 
in a letter from the north bank of bank of the Kista, to Mr, Tastings says, 

“The rains have caught usalready, and the consequence is groat sickness—We had 131 
gepoys who reipiired to be carried when Wwe set off, und we have now 150, besidea European 
and Lascars” 

The detachment was at Moodinoore on the 29th May and at Ellore 
on the Ist June. Repeated applications for money lo pay the troops: had 
been made both Bengal and to Madras; but the distresses of the treasuries 
at each Presidency were such, that immediate relief could not be afforded, 
At Ellore, the detachment fell: in with a‘body of troops who were paid up 
to the day; the comparison excited some discontent and ¢clamuur, Colonel 
Pearse writes from this spot to Lord Macartney gs follows ;— 


To THE Ricut HONOURANLE Lonn G, Macartyey, 5-0, GOVERNOR OF MApDRAZ 


"My Lord, 
uf I have pluiyed ini distress where | bad least expected il and GConecquently was but 
I prepared to mmieet it, We have 'talian in with troopa paid ap io the day, and it has created 
‘ifeetion in minds which before thia, were contented and liagpy.——l have beard the 
sepony sna," Si, ws are tort mieths in srrears—we came Freon Denyal to the Cannatic—were 
there [in dangers amd Gitigues daily—far front our homes, and oor frmilleaarestarving. These 
crops have been alesse lo these catitantienty oF garrisons, during the whole war, yet they are 
paid. up to the day! Je this juntice For what jiaticg Le chiw!' pees a luc of Rupes 
was procured at this station, aml) the trys were paid ong month's pay.” 

"In a loug letier io R. Johnson, Esq. writted om thie zl Of Jini, Colonel! Pearse 
writes ; ‘On the s6th if last month, we were within iwi marches of Uke intra, afm 
place called Chiundole, where the Prouch destroyed « moyulicen, Hindoo jemple, the 
rains of which are not yet carried away, They exhiiit a Gwe eight id an antiqeerian Agongat 
other cums circumetnce, thie i a rodlac eculyured ei > pellag, with the signe tie 
same asus except Sayithariug, which Jb eagwesved by a how emly, aml anmethiig cbefaced 
about (he Ae of a dead ata distances from li, and except Capricoms, which iy capressed! hy 
the head uf the Aliyator ofthe Ganges, (the Goria!) ther ane mumy other crrioda figures 
which Fcunnct now deserilin 

? Coton! ‘Pearse mentions in weveral letters (he ardoty of mind which ie felt) im eon 
werpabnce of the chutresses which the troops of hia dewchment were subjected fo, not only 
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from want of pay but from, the dreadful heated the seasom By promises and arguments, 
Colona! Pearse had allayed the prevailing discomtetits aa much wa was in his power, and 
earnestly \implored from the Madras Government and from Bengal, that supplies of money 
might be collected to meet them on the toute {ft appears that Mr Daniel, chief of the 
Factnry at Masulipatam, who had behoved en well 0 his sitennion on the march of the Bengal 
detachment 10 the Carnatic, wat one of those who wor carmecty solicited on the mbject of 
homiating money for the payment of the troops, aod fo hun Colomel Pearse hat oot: only 
detailed the actual state of things mn the detachment, bur had openly made him acquainted 
with bis feelings and pnareties on the subject.” 








The following letter to Mr, Daniel on this subject must not be passed 
over :— 


To James Danret, Eso, CHF oF MAsttivaTam. 





formed that the Kista was riemg, I have by a forced march of at least 
a3 miles, got across, and we shall all be over by dark ; here we shall stay tovnarrow, perhaps 
the next-day, a2 I tmust allow thne to restafter¢o great an exertion.” 

“Our sepoyt have learnt that your's are pald op io (ie day—~we are ten months je 
arrears; they draw comparisans und say, that tose who have enjoyed the comforts oF 
peace all the war, and have not been exposed either to fatigue or danger, are paid up to 
the day—we, wid were dally exposed to danger or evceasive Extiguir, are tes cionths in 
arrears > what justice is this {with mich moreto the same effect” 

“ These discontents have arigen eince we passed Onyule, anit came to my knowledge 
‘only 2 day of two ago, when J wrote to the Board at Masnlipatam, stating this fact, amd 
desizing to have another lax of rupees which, with the one we got by draft, will eqnal the 
remittance which | hear was made for us from Bengal” 

"DT shall liquidate three months by the rire and balance ; wll seven will remain. If | can 
Ptomise a epeeiy payment, ay, for instance, one on our anival at Vieac, and another at 

Ganja, t whell be able to keep peace ; hut { fear it will be impossible unless | am assisted, 
I therefore tug your ail on this occasion, and I hope you will see the necessity of exertion, 
Deannot answer for consequences if I do mot get itand | think Wcertainly can ifl da 
‘Whether 1 got the money or tot, Pshall gee my utmost endeavours to. suppress the ferment, 
bat if 1 cannot succeed, the blame will be off my shoulders; and I shall have anken every 
mep porible in my prevent situation.” 

“The circumstance of your being paid tw the day, was anknown-to me fill the time | 
mention 5 if I haceven suspected it could be so, Pehould Have stated it fully to Lord Mucart- 
ney before 1 set out Theferment that happened ut Trivacore, which wae nexito 2 muting 
was occasioned by a payment of only aoe month made to the Carnatic troops in a secret 
runner ; how then can | answer for consequences, when there are ten months’ difference in 
the present case and ivust be seven after all my exertions, anlesa further aided }” 

“Thave sent an escort for the lac due for ile Will, and. bope for a faveursble anower from 
the Board here, So mich depenite on (that | chal have very little ense al) | hoor: and 
Wthen it proves mor to be such an answer us f eisl), t shall hope that this further appli- 
‘cation may be productive cf whit | 26 enrpestly solicit.” 





“FRom uy PADANKEEN, 7} "1 om Sin, atc, 
SICCA, 370A of Afar, 17g." ) T. D, PuaRsa! 
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The answer from Mr, Daniel to this letter, called forth the following 

To James Danten, Cur oy MusvLiraTas. 
‘Sin 

“This dity between 3 anc 4 o'clock, at fable, | received the hanour of your letier of 
the jot intent," 

“The high respect 1 have for your siatinn and person, makes it extremely painful 
to me tt be under the necessity of giving the letter just recelyed 2 purticular anower ; but as 
it bears very hard on tho troops | command, ani even.on syself, 1 find it incimbent on me 
to reply to the several parts of your letter, in vindication of both” | 

* You are pleased to say that ‘you are sorry to hear that the troops under my command, 
after the indulgence of a lac of rupees at Ellore, and every necessary provided for them on 
their march to their native country, shoub! breathe a spirit of discontent, after 35 much has 
been done for them.” 

U iesettan webcast rcapp symptonre of discontent ; but they did so, and it was 
my duty to prevent the realizing of i, 1 am-stil wore-dorry that they have but mo much 
cmute e ‘ba tispleased Bt the difference of their ginabon, compared with the troops of the. 
Circars, and of the King’s and-Camatic troops serving In the Circars; for you, and all the; 
world will allow that there isa wide difference, because ours are now Hint Months m arrcan, 
and the others are all paid for April.” 

“When the King's troops left me at Tovatore, they were in arears ; ther Commanding 
Officer told ote they are now two months in advance: and when the Carman troops left the 
army, they were several months in arears, and they are now paid up." 

“The Kites and Catnatic troops were paid up by this subordinary, it ia therefore 
reasonable 69 suppose, that you sind the Council did it to destroy distinctions, and because 
it} was a hardship for troops serving together, pot to be an equality.” 

“Hence, then, it te by your own act acknowledged, that you deemed it a hardship that 
there should be any difference It x at Jeast as great o hardship fora greater difference to 
exit amonge troops of ihe axme service, hath oF anctliek docabllahinent's aod 16s sk 6s 
be considered as wonderful, thai ours, who labour onder these disidvantayes, express their 
displeasure by tmurmurs ; nor that], hearing those murmurs, endeavour to dhacharge my duty 
to the service by seeking the ways and meant fo prevent public discontents anil thels 
Conpaquences.” 

" Whea we set: out, wre rpcarves! one swonth's pay, and were then nearly nine months 
in as we kad been for many months before ; having heen above a month on out 
shila ecncbtrumone: Gt oaciens Gorm: tha: Setect (Gennmnitinel wich stopped Ot progress), 
the debt. due of the troops when they arrived al Ellore was ten months At this time wwe: 
received the-tac of rupees to pay one month ; that lac was all expended in the payment, and 
vet some Officers are not paid; and I myself bave not had a ropes, though | am mm very 
great need of cash, even for my table." 

“It ia not ony indulgence to pay troops regularly, but je by al] Governments deemed 
moritoriau, when they will suffer their pay to be withheid, and arrears to accumulate, in, 
eases of necessity ; and consequently it is not any indulgence to pay the Hengal ethetnt 
a madnth’s pay, at the end of six weeks, in which they have been exposed to such heats and 
consequent fatigues, ae are yery trying (0 ihe hutran constitution. If then any indulgences 
has been shewn to them, it le only ln getting wood and straw, for they have paid for the rice 
as they took 1." 
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“ tt is the custom of every service in Europe to firrnish the troops with provisiony,. fuel, 
and fodder ; aod it is an mdnlgence In counties in which armies pulssiat, toda its for, if it 
were not done, the troops momt-forthea Gen preservatron, take from the country articles, 
withont which they must periuh ; but by their being supplied with them, the country is left 
wahurt.* 

“ It does not appear then that our troops have had more indulgence than all other troops 
enjoy: yet they are nine months in arrears, and all the other troops we meet, are paid up.” 

“The part that bears hard upon me, je the jJast of your letter, in which you say, that 
‘if any money had been sent from Bengal for the ase of my detachment, it woold certamly 
have been received for us—I do not doubt it would, but if you will please to turn to my letter 
you will find that T only said, 1 understood it to be sa." 

“Threo lacs were gent to Madras expressly for ue: Lord Macarthey told ne so, and 
offered the bills tome The same letter announced nwo lire sent to Mesnlipatam, and that 
letter shid the remittance was for usa Mr. Tyler saw the letter said and he unilerstood: from 
Lord Macsrmey, that when we arrived here, we should find another lao ready, This shews 
why | understood the rooney you have lately received, giz, two lucs of rupees, was all fur 
olir troops, and consequently clears me of he imputation of inventing < 

“1 gin very sorry you find lt mil coneenientto sepply our wante—that ts and all-powerful 
reason, and of lteelf was sufficient, without any reflections on ue for pleading the notorious 
minh ilar es ourselves anil the troops we meet, to endsavonr to get more 





| “4 wrote to Lord Macartney from Ellore, in consequence of the answer from Masuliptam, 
laying before him the irae statement of tho monmuors, ai the reasoné for my application ; for, 
‘be assured Sir, if 1 had wot heard the very wonda recited) or others to that eftoch, yon would 
not have had the trouble of answering my letter, nor I the mecessity of vindicating the troops I 
comma, against the imputation of being discontented without a cause: * 

“| again assure you, 1 shall do my utmost to keep the moops at ease in their minds ; but 
| cannit say, twill bes. One lac and the rice accounts, would pay off three minths, ond 
liquidate a very long and intricate account; therefore, so small a aum would enable ne to 
say, that J shall not hove any further occasion to give trouble of to bear iL” 

“ Before I close, 1 mest just ald, thar in comsequence of the letter I have received frum 
the Board of Musulipamm, I had so far depended on an actual supply, thet | bad given 
bopes of the adjusiment I-mention, though mot an actual promise of it” 

“T found it necessary to set the minds of the troops at ease, if | could by words effect 
ty the letter was sufficient warrant for trying words, whith answered my expectations, nul 
the troop relying upon receiving the balance after they cross the Codavery, aro now in the 
most perfect state of tranquility. But when they find chat | fail, DP cunvot may they. will 
remain 20 ; and every word I shall aay afterwards will have lees weight than my assurances 
were wont to have. However | dhull strive to the list; if bad consequence ensue, | have 
done thy duty to the service, and | con only lament rhat 1 falled, when | thought | was sure 


of success.” 
“GESTRAGOODAM, “| am, etc, ete, 
Sth af fina 6784" (Sch) T, D. Pearse? 


On the Gth of June the Bengal detachment reached the banks of the 
Codavery, and Colonel Pearse with a part of his staff got across, but the 


rise of the river at this time, and the want of proper boats to cross the 
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tachment delayed them untill the 13th instant, on which day, the whole of 
rie ici having crossed the river, the detachment proceeded to Rajah 
naghor. On the 14th of June the detachment was at Peddapore, from 
whence the following letter was written, 





To Craupe Russet, Eso. 
“Deak Sta, 

4 i willl ae oblige me bby seni the two fetter lo Vieeram Rauze and Siteran 
it weet  iboshagh ha seni, ‘ymully her‘ta tery wftuatldn Gi bait pis, paid wif Gomse: 6 eine 
through whom that was shewn to ws” 

“Siteram wis then the principal, mow | find the otber in; 1 wrotetto bath J should be 
hurt much were | to alight either ititentionally ; most 20, (f | passed over him why is fallen. 
it is. a -misfortene to fall—but it aa woond to be alighted; on tha: accoant, and after his 
studied politences to mv, | should be criminal to do so." 

“Thus, my dear Sir, | fairly sate my reasons for being so very antediluvian, as to write 
to him who isin disgrace. | mm only o traveller, and therefore not competent wo enier info 
the why's and the wherefore'’s and consequently have not any business io know. of internal 
changes which may be produced by crimes or by party : be very justly deserved or not-at all 
We eee it is so in life, end enough of [tin lot §2° north, aud therefore aa: 7 do not know, your 
sentiments, I hope my whking the [Iberty to tronble you with my request, will not be an 
(ienee.” 

“| halt to-merrow to pay Me Daniel the compliment of ehowing our Hine to him, i he 
pleases to see |); and when we come within reach-of you, | hope to display it to-yon alice. 
We have not any guna with ws, bot we ore what we ore, and | hope worth looking ot” 

At this place a further supply of cash was received from Mr. Daniel, 
and the troops were paid for August, September, and October, 1783, On the 
aéth of June Colonel Pearse received instructions from the Supreme Govern- 
ment to canton for the rainy at Chicacole. The following letter 
exrplaing the roders 


To C Russe, Eson, Corer ann Councit OF VIFAGAPATAM. 





“ GENTLEMEN, 

“Yesterday I received a letter from the Supreme Council, by the zod paragraph of which 
1 an directed to camton at Chicacole, daring the rams, whiell have cut off our communics- 
tion with Bengal = the wortla ure as beneath.” 

* The arrival of ihe lost mnkes a partioniar reply fromus to.any of the former taneces- 
dary, Lt will therefore be sufficient for is to noquaint you with our directions that yon 
canton your detachiient at Chicucole until further orders, or anill the seasen will adnile of 
your marching omwards, without risk ty the men uniler your crtamannd! | fire we are entitely 
of opinian with you, that the healt of the troops who have served he Company with such 
distinguished bravery am! honour, ie at essentia) primary consitleration, to which every 
other bui necessity should give way." 

“f inke the earliest opportunity of commmnicniing to you the orders which 1 hare 
received, and requess that you will be pleased to grunt jo me your permissim to canton 
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the troops uoder my command, in Chicacadle, and to give such orders aa may enable me to 


do so." 
“SAMARAS, “Pam, etc, etc, 
26th fume 1784." T, D. Peassn” 


Qn the 2oth of June the detachment was at Vizagapatam, where it 
remained in camp until the cantonments near Bimlipatam were ready for 
the troops, which was inthe middie of the month of July, The detachment 
remained in cantonments until the gist cf October, when, the rainy season 
having terminated, the march towards Benga) was resumed. 

The detachment was at Viztanacram on the 1st of November, at Ganjam 
on the 22nd of Nevember, Cuttack Island onthe toth of December, on the 
25th at Midnapore, where the troops. were assembled to proceed on service, 
which circumstance Colonel Pearse reports in the following letter to’ General 
Stibbert, 

To MAJOR-GENERAL StinsguT, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 

“ Sta, 

“| have the extreme pleasure to inform you that the detachment under my command is 
just arrived at the ground near Misdnapore, where it first assembled to proceed apon. service." 

“We thal tesome our march on Wednesday morning next, anal proceed, agreeodly to 
your enters, vid Handwan te Ghyretie, My halt till that time will, [ hope, be approved | of, 
as the troops were all at different times long at this station, and have many connections round 
about, whom they wish to visit after so long an Absence” 


™ Aiio TA POE “T am, etc., 
stat December 178! TD, Pranse* 


In the middle of the month of January 1784, we find Colonel Pearse 
arrived at Ghyrette, and encamped with the veteran remains of his gallant 
detachment ; and Mr. Hastings honoured the camp with his presence on the 
24th of the month, The following General Orders and Minute of Council, 
are the proudest testimonials of the estimation in which the services of 
Colowel Pearse and the Bengal detachment were held by the Supreme 
Government -— 

“(GENERAL ORDER BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
“Dated Fort William, the aad of January, 1783." 

“The Governor-Genera) and Council: direct, that their thanks be expressed tn General 
Orders to Colonel Pearse and the European Officers, and the Native -Officers and Privates 
composing the detachment iately returned from the Carnatic, for their gallant behaviour and 
naeful services in. the defence of the Company's territories in the Carnatic, during the course 
of a long and unequal war; and as & lasting mark of their approhation, they bestow upon 
each of the Sepoy regiments a pair of hondrary stundardy ; on each of the Subdilars » gold 
medal, and on each of the Jimadars a silver one, with such a device, motto and inscription 
ai shall be judged applicable to the occasion ; and medals of the same sort 10 the Cificers 
of the Golundauze company ; also similar badges of inferior value, to buch of the mien, 
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warrant officers and privates as have served with the detachment from the commencement 
of the expedition until ite return inte the provinces” 

“ The Governor-ieneral snd Council lurther direct, thar jo acknowledgement of the 
servions of ihe tro great detachments witch have served tn the Carnatic and the west of 
India, am additional pay of tra repeea per month be gminted to each non-commissioned 
officer and private of the European corp ; and ane rupee per iiomth (6 each oon-warmot 
officer uml sepoy of the Native corp) composing these detachments, who were orginally 
attached to the same on the march to thelr respective destinations, and returned with them” 

“ This additional pay to commence from the first of the present year,” 

“GENERAL ORDER BY WakREN HAgiines, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
Camp af Gayrefte, 25th January 2785." 

"The Governor-General, having already testified his aense in the General Onders lewed 
by the Governor-General and Counrll, of the meritorious corddliet of the troops lately retuumed 
from the Camatic, am add nothing to the credit of thei services hy any a¢knowledgennent 
which he, as an individual, can make them ; yet they will not be displensed to receive from 
him the seperate tribote of his particular ancl personal thanks, for hie ehare of the repatation 
which their actions have reflected| on the Government of Bengal, in.its original appointment 
of the detachment to the relef of the Carnatic. Great as the exertions huve been, which 
were made by the gallant troops employed on that service, m will in oo degree from them 
to affirm, that to this aid the Company's possessions and interests under Presidency of Fort 
St. George owe their present existence ; and tha: with every report made to this Government 
of the successes of the war, the most honourabie mention was uniformly made of the Hengal 
detarhment, as primarily distinguished by its pauence of hardship, #s generous sub- 
tiilssion to the pressure of those wits which affected every corps of the service, bat which 
wete w them, acing at such a distance fron their mative homes, the cause of aggra- 
vated distress ; and by its steady discipline, activity, and effective valour,” 

“The Governor-General has deemed it incimbent upon him to visit the detachinent 
thanding Officer, whem he la pravd to cull his friend, will joke them koown In public 
orders to the Officers, his coumtrymen, and to the Native officers and private sepoys of the 
det: it! 

“The teem of his public existence i+ now within afew days of its clove. [Mutitiaa 
comaolation to him thusto mix with bis regrets, for the loss of a service etileared to him 
by many years of care, attachment and vicissitudes, declaration of justice and gratitude 
warking its last period.” 





“ (Signed) WARREN HasTinas.” 
" Minsles of Council, 26th January, 1785." 

“The following minute by the Governor-General, bemg so constant to the ideas of the 
other Members. and creditable to himeecif, they requested and obtained hia permission for 
the ptiblication of it at length, in General Orders.” 

SF ad ar one Gowernor- General.” 

“The detachment sent from this Presidency to the relief of the Carnatic comsiated, in 
ita original formation, of above 5,000 hein j and iy now reduced by the service It has seen, to. 
leas thaz 2/000. These small remains being vetumed to Ghyrette, the Governor-General yes- 
terdsy visited their encampment ; and he hopes that the Bourd will allow that indulpence to 
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his feelings excited by the mixed ventiments of gratitude and regret, which were ompressed 
by the occasion, aa tu accept with candour the following recommendation, which it-has 
Induced Kim ty mated ti their behaif.” 

“The Board have [herally rewartled the services of the Native Officers and privates of 
the detathment, and aiforded such testimoninte of those which lave been rendered by the 
Evtropeon Officers, as will lee fell hy mén professing the spiritof honoor which they have so 
sighally disphiyed, with sentiments superior to such a8 are excited by the pledges of substan- 
tial bounty—neithar if la easy jo devise others. Such additional honours a3 may be bestowed 
the Governar-General pow begs leave to recomme ied ee see oes = 

* 1—That a.eword be given to Colonel Pearse, the Commuindir Orps. 
and aoe to each of the Linutnant-Colonels, iia paecuid ail tain conaiane Lieutenant 
Colune!_Edmonstone andl Lieutenant-Colonel Blane, both as testimeny of their faithful and 
meritoriogs services, and for the incitement of example to others, their junior" 

“sndlly.—That the Officers who ane now attached to the corps, itt whatever degree of 
commanil, may be confirmed in their etatione and commands, notwithstanding the general 
roles of appointment. Such an mdalgence will be equally grateful to the Officers themaelves, 
and to theomen who have served with them, as the removal of the former for the sakeof a 
literal wchertnce to general.culc, would appear like the privation of the right, which the 
change of hard and severe service has given to the surviving Officers of the detachment, in 
favour of others who have enjoyed a long season of repose, and should be a cruel separa- 
Hon of the sepoys from the Officers, and operate as a more cruel hardsinp by placing 
them under strangers, to whom: their ments will be unknown or unfelt.” 

**grfly.—That the names ot Officers be cnteredon record, forsuch fiture marks of the 
favour of Government og the rules of the service may adinit ; and to this Tist may be joined, on 
the same principle, that of the Officers who have lataly served with the other great detach- 
“ment retormed from the other side of India” 

“ This ig the last appeal which | shall make in my present colleagues in (he adsminiatratio 
and I ventore to declare, without consulting diet thst the soniencis of tab srs Ginlier 45 iy 
own, from the same impluse, excled by the personal mesting with men £0 deserving, and 
among them some vetermuis who were once his associates in the same cureer of military en- 
terprise ; and that those of my successor will pot he tess favourable, when to the spirit of 
liberal discernment, he ¢hall have joined the same personal motives as those which | have 
ascribed to niyself and Mr Stables" 











“ (Signed) Wakken HASTINGS.” 

Such public records as these above quoted are the most gratifying and 
heart-consoling rewards to the breast of a soldier. And no doubt Colonel 
Pearse and the gallant veterans who are alluded to, received these public ex- 
has of Mr. Hastings’ feelings towards them with the most heartfelt 

Independent of other circumstances, our readers have only to reflect upon 
the dreadful exposure to an Indian climate in the seasons in which they were 
on their march, to be convinced that these men, both European and Native, 
were deserving of their reward, Colonel Pearse's health was now beginning 
to decline, and when he arrived at Ghyrette, he was too unwell to’ pay the 
accustomary round of visits to his friends, and the settlements of the accounts 
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of his detachment became now a painful and wearisome toil to him, Every 
expenditure necessarily incurred on the march, which was not literally 
allowed in writing, became now a subject of litigation: and Colonel Pearse’s 
own personal allowances wert made a subject of dispute, while he was called 
upon to answer in person for innumerable items of necessary expenditure. 
Colonel Pearse, however, took the earliest opportunity of accounting for all 
expenditures, and earnestly soliciting an early settlement of all accounts, 35 
the bad state of his health rendered this act of justice absolutely necessary, 
Amongst other sums the payment of which was disputed, was the allow- 
ance to Lieutenant Colebrooke, as a Surveyor ; and ft appears that Colonel 
Pearse first brought forward this young man in the line of his profession, in 
which he subsequently became so distinguished and eminent. Ina letter 
addressed to the Honourable Warren Hastings, Governor-General, and the 
Supreme Council on the subject of accounts, Colonel Pearse writes :-— 

“On the 15th of November, 1783, I appointed Lieutenant Colebrook, to be siirreyor of 
the detachment, then about to march ns it was supposed Into Kurpah, On the 18th of that 
month | notified it by letter to the Honourable Board, but was not hanoared with an aswer ; 
therefore | concluded the appointment waa approved of by them In April, having occasion 
to write to the Honourible Board again on some further appointments hectssary for os on 
our march, I mentioned thar | ordered our Surveyor to officiate as second Aid-de-canp 
on his Surveyor's allowances ; that is, without any increase of expense. The Honourable 
Board approved of the new appointments, and did not object to the Surveyor, or intimate 
that bis post was not allowed ; this confirmed me in the opinion 1 had formed, that it was 

“At Ganja t first learnt that the Commissary General bad refused’ to pass his bills, 


alledging that the appointment had not beet notified to him by the Board, and that it 
therefore did mot exist! 


“whe survey was made as faras that place, and js since finished with Astranomical 
observations, which prove its value to be far superior to any thing of the kind | have beard 
of If Mr. Smith's, made on the same foundation is superior, it ie the anly one” 

“TF request the Board will be pleased to order the bills to be passed," 

"By order of the Governor-General I add for the information of the Board that when 
Lisutenant Colebrook entered upon his office, he was pot acquainted with the astranamica! 
part; he however very rapidly acquired it, by means of the lnatructions [gave him, and has 
without any further aid from me, carried the survey on from the cantonments to this place.” 

“ The plan ia finiuhed as far as Ganjam, and 1 could have had the honour of laying it 
before the Board with these papers ; but | thought it would be better to keep it back, until 
the Surveyor has completed it, and this shall be dose in a few days." 

On the 26th of January, a Major Moore of the Bengal detachment 
destroyed himself by discharging the contents of a fowling-piece into his 
mouth. This melancholy circumstance was reported to Colonel Pearse 
(who appears to have been absent from Ghyrettee) by Captain Williamson, 
and we find the signatures of the undermentioned Officers to the opinion, 
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that “a violent depression of spirits, almost bordering on insanity,” caused 
the fatal act. 

*D. OCHTERLONY, Lieut. 

“T.. EALES, Ligur, 

“G. A. Swisey, Lieut. 

“Epwin Lioyp, Lrevr. 

“A. HENNESSY, ADJUTANT.”* 

On the 27th of January Colonel Pearse forwarded the survey of Lieutenant 

Colebrooke to the Council. 

" Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

"t have the honoar to lay before you the plan of the route from Maxiras to this place, 
together with an abstract of the observations, and a comparison of the survey with them." 

“| avow having had a share in the labour, and what [did I have. noted: and I held it 
to be a3 much a part of my duty to conduct a regular plan of my route, 1 have knowledge 
of the modes, a5 to make a true return of the number of meh." 

“1 bope the accuracy of the survey will entitle it !o your approbation.” 


=| am. 
“ CALCUTTA, 2904 _/aswary, 1785." etc, etc, etc, 


T. D, Peanse” 
A comparison of the Survey, with the observations of emersions of 
Jupiter's first Satellite. 
By observation, dy Surver. Di gevasces. 








Madras 7 we to" of oF5" 
Camp near Nellore ist Im- 
mersion «6 OP SS as? 
Deduct to redoce it to an 
Emersio ... io" 5" 
77 044! ao! 7 «(39 18s” * g' a5 
Peddapore 1st [mmersion 62 16° 365° 
Deductas before... 10’ 55° 
OE ess: 
* [it the compound of = habs"s villi ut Champeleni close to the River there ars two European 
giaves, With epitapha as ioliowa i— 
To the Memory of Major Janes Moore, 


Who wo gatlantly distinguished bimaelf in the late way in the Carnat! 
Ho died the a6th of January, 172s, aged 39 years, 


To the Memory of Robert Wilton, Eaqr. 
Mansy year in the Service of the fon'bie Company, 
Who departed this life on the oth June A, D. 1813, aged 94 yearn, 
The Ocluerlony who signs this letter is, of equrie, the famous hero, commemorated by the pila: on the 
Calcutta Maidan. —Eb., Bengal, Past cnet Present. } 
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| f 0s Pas" Ba or a7y 
Viragapatam bel os & $;° ‘s ag" oe OF 95 365° +o 
 Bemulwilsa nm ie Be i 4435" oe By" a ors + 
Kalingapatam ve BEy ogo’ 37” ae Bg a egs* — 
Ganiam = oe t—S5° oa" 4s” ow SS of ops + 0° 
Jebanjipore bi oe $86" oy os”. BB" rg! ages’ = 
Soobianreeca 57 Oo gee By" Jos’ gest to 
Caleutta o oe CSP 1S gels! BS OE ogre? + of 
Ay om Belipss af the Moon, 
ishapore ase ee gg Sg Bg? gz’ 55” - 0" 9) girs" 

“The latitudes were daily abserved, and the result is entered Gn the tables From the 
difference of latitude of the places where the satellites were observed, and ihe easting and 
westing of that place with respect to Madras, taken from the tibles, | caleulated the angular 
difference of longitude, which, added vo the longitude of Madras, gives the longitude of the 
place by surrey,” 
degree of uttention, will give different longitude for the same place ; and these differences 
will sometimes amomt to 10 or 12 minutes of a degree, but the differences on this survey are 
all fess.* 

“From what t have thus shewn, | will venture to cay, that this survey excels all | ever 
heard of in accuracy, if not in extent.” 

“Should the Board be pleased to order it be published by their printer, it might serve to 
shew to others how surveys ought tobe made and how they actually can he madé, with 
Little trouble, by the surveyor of any detachment that may march into remote parts. And ! 
should very willingly see that it'was prepared ina scientife manner, and pot into aform fit 
to be laid before the public. The Surveyor's journal is large and that would shew any future 
detachment every’ difficulty it would have to encounter, m a march of above 1,124 miles: T 
might have saved much time and fatigue, if t had had such information when I went towards 
Madras ; what | did get was really very deficient." 


3375 
ozs" 
2y35° 
33° 
24's" 
i28” 
o2’5" 


oo 8 6M 


me 


in 


o 


“ (am, etc., 
(Sijned) T, D. Paarse,' 


(To be concluded.) 
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Sie RMI SAK EET An 


Shakespear. 


= ey’ our last issue we published an extract from the Diary of 

Ar) Mrs. Emily Shakespear (ade Thackeray): we now publish 
some letters by her son, Sir Richmond Shakespear. Our 
interest [s, of course, in the writer's personality, and these 
letters are published here in connection with the comme- 
? it moration of the centenary of the birth af Richmond 
Shakespear's first cousin—William Makepeace Thackeray, it being a part of 
the Society's programme for the coming year to collect together and publish 
the Indian records of the Thackerays and their kinsfolk, 

Richmond Shakespear was the little cousin who journeyed home with 
the future novelist in 1817.. A passage from the Nowndabont Papers was 
quoted in my tntroduction to the Diary of Emily Shakespear ; the whole of it 
so far as it concerns Richmond Shakespear, may now be given :— 

“And now, brethren, may I conclude this discourse with an extract out of 
that great diary, the newspaper? I read it but yesterday, and it has mingled 
with all my thoughts since then. Here are the two paragraphs, which 
appeared following cach other :-— 

“" Mr. R,, the Advocate-General of Calcutta," has been appointed to the 
post of Legislative Member of the Council of the Governor-General,’ 

“'Sit R-S., Agent to the Governor-General for Central India, died on 
the 29th of October, of bronchitis" 

" These two men, whose different fates are recorded in two paragraphs 
and half-a-dozen lines of the same newspaper, were sisters’ sons: In one of 
the stories by the present writer, a man is described tottering “up the steps 
ofthe ghaut,” having just parted with his child, whom he is despatching to 
England from India, 1 wrote this, remembering in long Jong distant days 
such a ghaut, or riverstair, at Calcutta ; anda day when, down those ‘steps, 
ta. a boat which was in waiting, came two children, whose mothers remained 
too, is just dead in India, ‘of bronchitis, on the 2oth October We were 
first-cousins ; had been little playmates and friends from the time of our birth 
and the first house in London to which I was taken, was that of our aunt, 

* Wilkin ‘Eirtoh i he ‘authorship 4 - bncserkptk cael 
Ritchies" iinuarct CR PURO at ecee Tinchy 7 oe 





298 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 

the mother of his Honour the Member of Council. His Honour was even 
then a gentleman of the long robe, being, in truth, a baby in arms. We 
Indian children were consigned to a school of which our deluded parents 
had heard a favourable report, but which was governed by a horrible little 
tymint, who made our young lives so miserable that | remember kneeling by 
my little bed of a night, and saying, ‘ Pray God, I may dream of my mother | * 
Thence we went toa public school ; and my cousin to Addiscombe and to 
India. 

“* For thirty-two years,’ the paper says, ‘Sir Richmond Shakespear 
faithfully and devotedly served the Government of India, and during that 
period but once visited England, for a few months and on public duty, In 
his military capacity he saw much service, was present in cight general en- 
gagements, and was badly wounded in the last, Im 1840, when a young liewten- 
ant, he had the rare good fortune to be the means of rescuing from almost 
hopeless slavery in Khiva 416 subjects of the Emperor of Russia; and, but 
two years later, greatly contributed to the happy recovery of oor own prison- 
ers froma similar fate in Cabul. Throughout his career this officer was 
ever ready and zealous forthe public service, and freely risked life and liberty 
in the discharge of his duties. Lord Canning to mark his high sense of Sir 
Richmond Shakespear's public services, had lately offered him the Chief 
Commissionership of Mysore, which he had accepted, and was about to 
undertake, when death. terminated his carcer.' 

“ When he came to London the cousins and playfellows of early Indian 
days met once again and shook hands, ‘Can! do anything for you, I 
remember the kind fellow asking. Hewas always asking that question of 
all kinsmen ; of all widows and orphans ; of all the poor ; of young men who 
might need his purse or his service, I saw a young officer yesterday to 
whom the first words Sir Richmond Shakespear wrote on his arrival in India 
were,’ Can I do anything for you,’ His purse was at the command of all. 
His kind hand was always open. It was a gracious fate which sent him to 
rescue widows and captives, Where could they have had a champion more 
chivalrous, @ protector moré loving and tender ? 

“| write down his name in my little book, among those of others dearly 
loved, who, too, haye been summoned hence. And so we meet and part ; 
we struggle and succeed ; or we fail and drop unknown on the way, As 
we leave the fond mother's knee, the rough trials of childhood and boyhood 
begin ; and then manhood is upon us, and the battle of life, with its chances, 
perils, wounds, defeats, distinctions, And Fort William guns are saluting in. 
one man’s honour," while the troops are firing the last volleys over the 





"'W. E. obiit March 2, 1863, 


HOLOGRAPH LETTER OF THACKERAY’S GRAND FATHER. 
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other's grave—over the grave of the brave, the ‘gentle, the faithfal Christian 
eoldipr” 
it has often been conjectured that Richmond Shakespear was the 
original of Thackeray's Colonel! Newcome. From Lady Ritchie's biographi- 
cal introduction to the Mewcomes, however, we learn that India provided the 
great novelist with not one but many original models for that beautiful 
portrait, It cannot be sjid that this is a disappointment to us, for the 
character of Richmond Shakespear is too well established in history to need 
a portrait in fiction to add to its attractive gracefulness. 
_ Inthe “Extract from the Diary of E. Shakespear! there are some 
unfortunate misprints, which the reader is asked to correct in his copy -— 
P. 133, 5 lines from bottom for “Law " read “Low™ 
wi%4,22 « = » “ Laycork " read“ Lacock " 
nTS%23 ip »  » “Haltred "read “ Halbed " 
» 138, Last line but one of note 12. after * Burton” add“ Bennett.” 
The lady to whom mostoof these letters were written was Sir Richmond's 
sister, Emily, wife of William Fleming Dick, who had retired from the Civil 
Service (appointed 1805) on February 27th, 1838, his last appointment being 
that of Judge of the Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut Adwalut at Allahabad, 


WALTER K. FIRMINGER, 
Liditor Bengal Past and Present. 


13 Oct, 1836. 
My DEAREST EMIcy, 

For some months there has been a talk of an army for Cabul and directly there appeared 
good grounds for the report, | wrote to Genl. Lumbey begging he would get me. appointed 
to. Compiny or Troop going. He retuned tin answer, and, feariog that my being tm Staff 
employ was an impediment, | sent in my resignation of the Survey, A day or two afterwards 
appeared an order granting Ae// the staff allowances fo all officers wha were ordered to join 
their Regiments from Staif employ, and soan after my n&nve appeared in orders Among 
others 

Government have take no notice of my resignatinn, so that | hope | may be allowed 
etl) 1o draw my half staif allowances, e's, Re 125 per mente, | 

I am posted to the experimental Camel battery from which great things are expected ! 
I leave this by Dik for Delhi em the sth, My marching establishment is gufie complete 
ue { havea good horse (Coveriey), tent; gun, five camels; and na Dogberry anya “ Everything 
handésame about me." Add to which | have not one rupee of debt, and shall start to the wars 
wih Rs seooin hand; so you will be good encugh to express your approbation of my 
financial arrangements during the last year. ‘The army will assemble wt Feroorepoor on the 
ist of December, when the junction with Shal) Seoishs will tke place, and the meeting 
between Runject Singh and Lord Auckland will occur—au aceuunt, of which | will send 
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you in my next After this the Army oroves to the South-West jo Shikapore and from: thenee 
to Candahar and Hert If the latter fortress has fallen before we get there, we are to retake 
it from the Persians and Russians Nepant hay been intriguing, bur Government are very 
anxious to avoid wrupture with that State or Hurmah just now. However by making over 
Mi vow: bo Bombay they get troops to atrengthen this frontier, and the Madras troops mutt 
manage Hurmah: Shah Soojah's force has been taised within the last four months and is to 
consist of two Regiments of Cavalry, two troops of light Artillery and five regiments Infantry, 
They are to be under Macnauyhten, the Private Secretary to Govermment, who is to go as 
Envoy ona sulury of Ra $000 2 month ext. This force is to proceed uhead of the main 
force, it ia difficult to ay why, unless it be-to give the appearance of Shali Soojah having 
placed himself on the throne, which is jyst such & piece of quibbling as delights the 
or Ho Fane: jn person commands our portion of the army, which will be most complete 
and consist of 3 Regiments of Cavalry; z troops, H. Artillery, 3 compaties Foot 
Artillery, 05 Kegiments N. infantry and the Sappers and Miners, and a Btigade of Irregular 
Horse. 

Should the otiter Commander-n-Chief come oul, Sir H. Fane is til) to cominand the 
army, and to receive his full pay, hiz'successor king command of the rest of the troops 
We are going to a most interesting country, andl on a most Inieresting cumpaign and iuly 
fortunate do I consiler myself in heing appeinted to onn of the company going. 1 will keep 
you well informed of all our movements, but yon nist not expect very Jong letters, though 
gratitude forall your kindness and love for your own idear self will make me exert myself. 

Low has gained great credit a? bume for bis conduct at the death of the list King of 
Oude, and forhis advice t Government an that occasion, Suyely this campaign will affect 
Russia and England most materially. 





‘OVE 








CamMP. Moomun, 
Now. 1664 1338. 
My DEAREST EMILY, 

T write this in the hope thas it will be in time for the next mail, You will find the place 
onailthe Maps. It ison the Northern bank of the river Kuggur anil about half way to 
Ferorepoor from Dehli, We ant getting on very quietly, have a nice little mesaof four who 
pull well together and all agree in having soch.appotites. I told you in my last-that ] wos 
posted tothe Came! Watery, from which the Commander-in-Chief expected preat things: 
My opinion i@ that it will give wa 6 instead of y camels tw each gun that we may act with 
Cavalry, provided there are.no fadaies on the road | Weesrene REntneS the OFISE Oy three 
hours by a watercourse not four feet in width: You can have no idea of the | 
splashing, etc., roaring of the poor goad (camels), One comes dowtland the others drag his 
on and in a moment the poor beast is doubled lip inte thremalleat posalble space, head along 
neck (9 one side, lind lege to the Trent and) forelegs to the rear. | had no 
idea a Camel could be rolled op so picely, aid all the the the innodri, creature is os 
silent aa @ sleeping babe, while the rest roar a requid) iy concert over him But the most 
surprising thiig ls that on being unharneswed und extricated, ony fallen friend is found to be 
uninjured, and Wf anything, rather refreshed by hie roll lin the eand and water. We yestedduy* 
(15th November 1838) crossed the Kuggur tiver without» single stip amongut the whole of the 
long-legged chiels, but the ell was particularly sandy, andof coutse favorable to 
them. it was wily delightful to see them over safely, for | had been ordered on ahead to 
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We are with the 16th Lancers and 2nd Cavalry and the whole together form the Lefi 
Column of the Army of the Indus, bemg under the command of Brigadier Robert Amold, 
who makes 4 most magnificent Brigadier. He was very nearly dying at’ Meerut a short 
time ago, that round shot which he got in the Peninsular, fmust have injured his lungs mote 
than was suspected, for without any apparent cause or previous Illness, he anddenly broke a 
blood-vessel and was for many days in a dangerous state. He looks now very well, and 
sayt he never was better in his life. Coionel Persse iv also here and | ste him often, We 
haveall sorts of reporis here, but they are so contradictury thal |t would be useless to 
mention them. The only thing that is at all certain is that the Persians have finally retreated 
from Herat. This very materially affects our hopes of a long campaign. 

The whole of the Army of the Indus is to appsar at Ferozepoor on the 28th instant, and 
a splendid sight it will be. It is expected we shall halt there about ten days, and then 
move down the banks of the Indus to Shikarpare, where we cross. Nothing ts known that 
Auckland and Runject takes place two days before we assemble at Formrepocr, and Roopur 
ia again to be honored by the meeting of the great men, Runjeet is to send a Force ro act 
in junction with the one raised by us for Shah Soojah. They talk of the Ameers of Scinde 
having refused usa passage through their country; but as ! said before the reports art 
eontradictory, One day we hear were to return from Ferozepoor, and the next day nothing 
but the Caspian isto stop us. If l can manage jt I shall be glad to be exchanged to the 
H, Artry, but 1 would: sooner be a subaltern with my present Company than a surveyor in the 
Jungles, [hardly think there is anything of importance in this letter 18th November 1838 
to repay for the expense, bit a letter too much iso fault-on the right side, ond ope which | 
never commit to anyone but yourself, God bless you my dearest Emily, give my kindest love 
to Dick, kisses many to Tooney, and believe ever your very affectionate brother. | 

R. C. SHAKESPEAR. 
5 | 
CAMP NEAR THE INDUS, 

MY DEAREST E-MIcy, 

At length the commnmication with Bombay is opened, and J basten to address a few 
Ines to my old Ladye. My last was from some place ew route for Ferorepoor, so 1 must 
commence us far back on our travels To Ferorepoor the march was uninteresting, At the 
latter place we halted 14 days, and here the meeting with Lord Auckland and Runjeet Singh 
occurred. We wert all gut in full dress conts in this fortnight, and were glad to move 


was something to be imagined but not described. 

A few days after thix we went to ace Runjest review his own iroops, and certainly most 
of as were surprised at their discipline. His Infantry is capital drilled by French Officers, 
end well equipped, his Artillery is not very bad though far from “ the thing,” and his Cavalry 
ls miserable. 

The force went throogh.some complicated changes ‘of position with great precision and 
the whole effect was imposing, From Ferorepogr to Bukiur the march was through one 
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incessant light jungle, with scarcely a single acre of cultivation, and no town of any 





consequence suave Bahwalpore which you will find in most of the maps. Bukkur you will 
At this place (Bhawulpore) there is a most beautiful istand of white rock, fortified and 
in parts well wooded, 


the uninteresting banks of the Indus. 

The bridge of boats was not finished a¢ this place or we should have moved across ty 
Shikarpore, and while halting here 1 appeared that the Khyrpere Ameer had shown spmp- 
toms of a disposition to oppose ux The fortified island was bis, and it was decided to take 
this atany rate “The purtison, sume s20 knaves, vowed to die at their posts, etc), but as our 
boats neared io blow opes the yate, they slipped into their own boats leaving the gate open 
and the guns loaded! “The night before we had been ordered to be ready for an attack, us 
it was discovered that a large hody of troops wad in our neighbourhood. The troops all 
slept al their arnr, the gunners at their guns, and an officer in the Battery all night, 
My watch wat over at half past ten, aod | had just begun to dream of Emily and 
Tooney eto, when “tuwoo woohoo" went the alarm and off ran myself to Battery. ft 
proved a false alarm, but for my part the conduct of the troops well. repaid me for the 
night's rest which Plost. By the time f got into my pisce you might have heard a pain 
drop, though every man was where he ought to-be; who five minutes’ before had heen Eat 
asleep, 1 had-no idea that natives wonld be sogusef on such an occasion. All the nest day 
the Camel Hattery was harnessed, expecting to have to go fer to blow open. the 
gate, but they thought 2 bag of powder would do better, and the result ! have told you, 

All this time Sir John Keene had been detained below Hyderabad, and until we 
effected a Junction with the Bombay troops, we could not move on to Cabool Every hour 

At length it was decided that to make a ilemonstration in favor of Sir J, Keené, the 
whole of our force excepting the 4th Brigade, ihe Park and half the Came! Battery should 

1 was the first for duty, no one would change, and off went mp mess-mmtes with the rt 
Brigade. Well two days after when | thought things sufficiently decided to enable me to 
write to you with snine sort‘of certainty, ‘snd when | had gone to bed to think about doing 
40,822 A Mt. came an order for me to take on the three guna at 6 a, M..to the and Brigade. | 
had J eartstotempty, 2.to load, incents'to make out all in four hours, and this in the dark ; 
however that was bothing. Anything better than remaining and being one of the ® Bulleur 
Brigade" But yesterday came an order to halt until further orders os the Ameers of 
Scinde had agreed to all our demands | 





af 
CaMr CaNDAHAR, 
| April 2th, 1835. 
My¥ Deak Dice, 

I trust that my letters to Emily from near Ferogepoor and from near Shikarpoor have 
reached you safely, Since leaving the latter place the whele of the road has been oo 
infested by plunderers that there was Tittle or no chance of & letter arriving at its destination. 
It is now intended to open a Dak from thie to Moolusn, and 40 through the Punjab to our 
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I will now proceed to dewil our movements up to this date, morely promising that, 
though the campaign has been interesting at ieast toa wandering youth like me, it has been 
altogether unproductive of giory, as | have not see a single shot firdd diving the 
whole 1,250 miles which we have passed over since leaving Delhi Fram Shikarpore 
t Dachee ts igo mules and the whole of this track of ground ie almost a. desert 
We made a march of 26 miles across part of this desert without weing a tus, 
tank, or ¢ven oe blade of grast A cule al sea if the only thing in mature which 
can give you the slightest idea of the desolation of this track The Desens of 
Shikawunt and Bikaner are very striking for vheir dreariness, buy there the ground is abeays 
broken into sandlilts, and the stunted bushes in gome measure break the monotony of the 
scene. Dut dere aa far as the eye could seach in front, in eear, and on either sie all wis 
level, all was still! We started on thie march at sunsed and reached Gur tente at sonrive. 
We had « beautiful moon the whole way, und | enjoyed the scene amch. There is only one 
town, tvz., Ishay between Shikarpare and Dadur and there le but very little symptom. af 
agriculture along the whole distance. Indeed the inhabitants of which there aro few, seem 
to be Gohappy knaves who live byy plunder. ft js the direct road of caravans from thu 
place to Scinde, and thence to Bamibay, and { fancy the roqaes finil it easier to. make 
travellers yield their property, than the wretched gail produce its crops Every man, who 
strayed fram camp, or from the line of match waa sure to be plundered, and many were 
muntered. My property hal a most narrow escape, being rescued from the hands of the 
Philistines, just as they had commenced operations on it, by the gallaniry of an ofeer 
whe fortunately came up at the time 

Dadur is a place of some consequence, beng surrounded by cultivation, and having «n 
abundant supply of water, notwithstandmg which advantages wheat was very scarce, and 
only to-be bought at 4.seers forthe Rupee. Jets situated at the foot of the Bolan Pass, and our 
expectations were greatly mised on approaching the lutter, Aboot three miles from Dadhir 
you enter the Bholanc river and follow its course Hp to its senor o distance of §3 miles 
The Gry boll of the sive varios facet rele bo 50 youd In Bepailthy 250 through thie chanoe! 
the beautiful stream twista and tamis in a thousand fantastic shapes, these same wirnings 
render it necessary to cross the stream sanielimes ay often a 17 times intone march, and the 
ascent being great the gun camels had hard work to drag ane 9 pounder through, but right 
gallantly the ald “oonts” did their duty, The 53 miles over you arrive ai the fountain head, 
where the stream gushes out of (he rock in one copious floud. It is only from this epot. that 
the rocks un either side are precipitous and the passage narrow. From hence the track which 
is sometimes not more than 5 feet wide, passes between stupendins rocks, which towering: on 
either hand, appeared prepared to crush our bngade as it winded through the serpentine 
mates Of the steep defile 

Ha! Seriously some parts of this were rally very grand. After leaving the fountain head 
you have 12 smiles of this sart of work, and ending Inone hard pull which brings you to the 
top of all Up to this our guns kad required no assistance from the Infantry, and when ihe 
H. Artillery had frequently been obliged to use the drag ropes, we had toiled along untired but 
very slowly, However the last ascent very nearly at an angle of 35", it waa netessary to put 
on the drag ropes amd pull every carriage over by the nnd. 

Having now brought you to the top of the Whioland Pasa, we will just halt for 4 few 
moments, and, while you recover breath, we will revonilier the difficulties sirmounted. 

To tell the truth these difficulties liad been much overrated, for | cannul: conceive 
apass which crosses so high a range of mountains having fewer nutural obstacles. The 
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ascent is great certainly, but far from inmurmonntable, and the mad was naturally so good 
that the Sappers had nothing todo but pick cut some of the largest stones, and throw them 
on ome side. The rock, | believe, was only blasted jn ome place, and that at the last ascent, 
andevery this miyht have been avenled by gainy a few miles round. Having water so 
abutdant it also m very great advantage. Bot notwithamnding these advantages our 
anmy suffered munch in peesing through, for from Dadur to the top of the pasa (where you 
aré now sitting) ia 65 miles, and owing to the steepness of the aacent we could HH get 
through it in bese than atx marches, diurme the whole of which time our horses and camels and 
bullocks, &c, had nothmg to feed on byt sme coarse dry grass which grows now and then 
on the banks of the stream, wing to this and some heavy rain, the mortality amongst the 
baggage camels waa dreadful, the road was lirerally. sirewed with them; the poor beasts 
Wentonto the last moment, then stopped and on a few paces, and at last sat down, and . 
when once down nothing can move them. They make no struggles or noize, bot wail 
patiently till death putz an end to their sufferings: Many a-poor fellow after having thrown 
away everything he could possibly. spare, was obliged bo born his only tent for want of caz- 
rage. Our friends the thieves were very bisy during the whole time, but they are great 
cowards and wretched shot. To an army invading India it would be but a small obstacle, 
as they woukd have the descent with them, and with light loads they might pass through 
in two, or certainly three days. 

From the top of the pass you make a slight descent inte a fine plain covered with great 
bushes and surrounded by mountaias, the tops of which were still covered with snow, The 
tap of the pass ix 3,100. feet above the level of the sea, and Dadur is only foo! The 
temperature wes most delightful afier the heat of the desert. We maile three marches 
from the sumimit 1¢ Quilta and. chen halted for eleven days, until Sir J. Keane and the Shah 
arrived, It was at Quilta that our supplies failed; an order was iseued placing every 
fighting inan on half a seer, and every camp follower on a quarter seer of Attah It now 
became necessary to make the best atrangements we could w prevent our unfortunate 
servants from starving, and || was fortunate-enough to secure 3 maunds of Anah, a bullock 
to carry the same, amd (2 sheep, so that my ‘Tail which has t grieve to say 18 joints 
reached this in fine condition, The Dooly Bearers have suffered most, but the country 
fortunately abounds m sheep, and asthe knaves get splendid compensation (money in lieu 
of gram), they are not so much to be pitred aftor-all, 

You will no doubt seein the papers heartrending sccownts of all our sufferings, 
but you must imake allowance for poetical imagination Bui to retura i Quilts, 
This place is situated it a delightful valley, which is shout the same height as 
Mussooree an well wathred, the valley is about 14 miles North and Seath, by 8 
East nd West, and all the birds Bowers and plants, are exactly those of England, 
By the way it is just a5 well here to point out what all travellers, wher praisity the valleys 
of Aiyhanistan, have failed guificiently, I mean the Absence of trees It is true that here 
andl there you meet with orchards, hut these are few and far between, and with the exception 
of fruit-irees, | dan’t think between Dadur and Candahar yoo will pass more than) two really 
good sited trees, Vou) muke several marches succersiyely without seeing anything but 
sui!) bushes, and thaugh on some of the hills you may tod a few stunted bushes, bearing 
by the way, lovely flowers, yet genrally are masses of bare rock or heaps of coarse gravel. 
This desesiption will hold good for the next seven marches, on the first of which you deseand 
a sinall ghatt, and passing throogh the Pishin valley, ative at the mouth of the Khojak 
PRLS, The Pishin valley is \n purrs well cultivated, hut if 10000 Hindoos were settled there, 
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iW would produce grain enough for all Candahar. The Khojak pasa is only 3 miles in length, 
bur the natural obstacles are mich greater than m any other partof the Bholand. Jt took us 
4 whole day to get » battery over, and the drag ropes were obliged to be used tie whole time, 
hot iw ascendimg ani descending, We were fortunate enough to get over without an 
accident to the guus, hut |both the tmopy of Horse Artillery euffered, ane fram a wheel 
smashed, and the other a waggon Injured, We were obliyed wo halt for some days until the 
Park come up to assist it over, and you may imagine how steep must have been the ascent 
when goa Europeans and a double set of ballocks took 4 hours in getting the firet 18 pounder 
up the first aanent. “The descents were meurly as roublesome and indre dangersua One or 
two men hal heels over their legs, bat were not seriously injured ; by the way ! was one 
among the number, for awaggon breaking loose from the dray ropes, when descending 
abngk of 4 nulla, knocked me down. and both wheels passed over me very lightly, 
The grouml was ¢oft, and after two or three hours | war uble tn to walk about, and 
in two ar three deys aa well as ever again. From’ the foot of the Khojak 
Pasa to Candahar eleven marches, and with ithe exception of the ligt 12 a ithe 
whole i almost a desert, water being very scarce and benckish ‘The Candahar chiefs 
FAve Ws great ermoyance hy cutting off the water, and had they tianaged well, might 
have made this part of the mad almost imposuible, bur it appears that they are 
Getested for their tyranny, and being poor they were obliged to fly ad we advanced. This |s 
a [ortified place afer the mative fashion, having a wall and ditch all round, but it is mot a 
place of any strength The bazar it a very good one and grain is coming in, 

_ ‘Candahar May 6d, 1839 1 have jont heard that there {s a good opportunity of 
acodinig this off with pome chance of its safe arrival, eo I must bid you adieu, God bess 
you, my dear Dick, aid yours. Emily ahall hear from me ut Ghurnee, hut we expect a 


KR. ©, SHAKESPrAR 


Leth June 1359. 

My DEAREIT Emity, 
I trust that you have received ty many letters for if so you will hive heen kept well 
informed of all our movements op to this Bm the Dak is so very inceriain, that | can 


thers will be a lone one My salary iv fixed al 78o rupees a month, and | fondly hope 
this will prove a good opentny. If Tt cxn gota Foundry and Powder Manufactory esta | 
Takal. certainly pass my time more pleasant fily and weefully, than in performing the 
routing of duty in one of our stations The climate is very fine and the country a new 
Gna; im short, it is the olf story, and Ihave built many castles on this baseless fabric | 








SOME LETTERS OF SIR RICHMOND SHARESPEAR, 307 





In & few: days, we lave been herd two month owing to the want of mitppling, and om 
Oppogition is anticipated, 

The natives of Aighanistan are the worst race-of natives we have ever mot, they Have 
erery vies, and we have not yet discovered ons redeenting quility. They come inte Camp, 
louh and tall with our servants, entice them out inder the plea of selling grain, and then 
murder them moch after the fashion of the Thugs Sot only Wave they fever opposed 
the advances of the army, but whenever jialf a dozen of cot ite have boot oppieed to 
treble the number of Afvtans, the latter have iuvariably shown great eowardion 

A poor young fellow Inveraruy was thie moniored a fow days back, and one of my 
servants i lithe: before fad cen enticed ontof comp and niurdered. The climate la very 
fine. Tam now sitting at? rstoon thi fine eunshbiny nmivereary of Waterloo, li one of 
the common mud huidof the country, and really lr leas ool as | coulif wish, In tent we 
are obliged to have tittle’ in the day, but the nights ure always cool, and the momings 
delightful. Owing tothe want of wood the houses large and inall are all ‘made with 
Ofched rook, the whole building being cutcha beicke Such o building would ool stam! ons 
miny seavdh in dur Provinces, bot here they lave no periodical coins aml ever a showe 
le acarce. You mint hot believe the mporte of mr linndlahips, de §=6Qur trials have been 
chiefly of purse and pitienos, nothing trom, I cannot help thinking that lt was o mistakes 
policy which indiced dur Govermmant to cross the Indus, for, if ever the Rusiians can over: 
cone the passive resistance offered by the natural obatntles, they will be [tile dnwrnd. by 
the 5000 men keptnp by Shah Soojak. Bot] am a poor politician expecially with pen and 
paper. God bless you dearest Eimily and give un. happy moceting: 


Aigust tit 4859, 
My nkanesy Ewuy, 


{ wrote from Candaliar telling you of all our movements, and of my having accepted ad 
appointment here as Artillery Olficer in thi Fort on a talary of foo Ropees per menaem, 

We are building quarters againet the cold season, which is aii to be wery severe here 
Our party consists of six, and we pull weil together. This clitiate is splendid, uml has 
done uaall. much goo! ‘There ig no chance of the Persia coming against thie Fort this 
year, and by mest | trait we shail be able 10 linigh aa both Rewelans and Pereintic. 

Phave just bought o carpet here fur 25 rupees, it is ry feet by ¢ feet af vary finn pexture 
and good pattern, its made here Would you tke sme similis? | con easily maraye to 
have anything conveyed to Goinbuy and thence horn, 1 have only jit teard shay a 
man stars for Candahar to-day with letters, and I have this & Henrietta's i great has. 

I will write Dick a Political leer beforeiony.” Kiss your children on my setnuut, joore 
particularly Toomey, J am sorry I can't comply with bis request a8 we have uo Elephants 
here, Sut they jake excellent svigfa in the City (a fict) and | daresay one will be useful 
either to or for him} 4 -veally mruwt come and see you all next yess, far | mm getting quite 


= alive ae your very aeons brother 
RC, SRAKESFEan, 
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7. 


To W. F. Dick, Es. ATE OF THE BENtaL Civil, Senvice 


HERAT, 
September 1839 
My pRAR Dick, 

You will be surprised after the disgust | have shown for surveying jn all jis branches 
to hear that | have unde rtaken the survey of the valley of Heraut Puy the fact that nothing 
else was left for me and | did not come here to be ile, why I chowght boul tre once 
nore te ovetootie my diclike to the work (anyveying) and mes glad J did on 

The climate here ie moet delicioan ant) 1 am entirely mny cwn manet, {harp gal 
(lirotgh) alent 4a supuare niles shil met to fave doo chore dine before the Winter began. 
The cold is said to be intense here in December, and now lies Oo the ground for many days. 
We have made srg quarters, and being a pleat party! look forwanl to my may here 
with much pleasure, | 

You have of course heard of the assault of Ghomnee. Wher we loft the Amy: no euch 
affair was anticipated by any one, and Sir J, Keene himself recotitiended one of our party 
not to remain with his corps in the hope of seemyg service, so that we cannot blame ourtelves 
for havmg left, but i ts unfortunate that by having done so, we missed the only thing. worth 
seciig im the whole canipaign. 

Dost Mahomed has fied to Ballsh and the army haz emtered Cabul, oo everything ia 
setiled in the fighting department. At this piace we are so to speak amnipotent, and thus the 
wishes of our Government. They have gained a barrier ‘against the advance of Russia oF 
her slave Persia, but it has been at a tremendous coat. ‘The question in that having made « 
treaty with Dost Mahomed amd the Candahar chiefs many years back, we might now hare 
avoided sending this force across the Inidlas, Dost Mahomed tried to muke a treaty with us, 
(ur yuaranteering him against aggressions of Rimjeet Siigh, but this waa refused, and) wo 
then applied to Persia, and thua the Russians found an epportunity of opening commmunica- 
tion with him and his brothers, the Politicals say that none but. Douranee con govern the 
Afghans and that therefore Dost Mahomed was not the person to sult our views 

Ghorian i still | held by the Persians, and we still occupy Korrack, the former je 
within 4o miles of this, and the people here are very anxiqus to attack it, bor Major “Todd 
prevents them ontil be can hear what are the views of the auihoriies at home [n Persia. 
they are gald to be making great military preparations, but jt can hardly be with the inten: 
tion of attacking this Fort, Russia and Persia both eat dirt ty the inst failure, and they 
would hardly make another attempt woav that our army ia.ay Cabul, We wre repairing the 
fors bur in the native fashion, “The name of Heraut has always been great, and this lia) 
successful resigiance has mised the conceit of the Hlerautees io a great degree Bul 
between ourselves the place ough) not to stand sgminct 2 repulay lurce of 9jo00 men andl 
a few heavy guns for more thana week The Persians oayht to be ashamed af themerlve: 
I believe they fought bravely, but their modeof breaching ond their failing to enfilude 
the work, shew a contempuble ignorance of ull the Aindamental rules of Artillery Practice. 
What with thie siege, the former disturbances, and the oppression of ite own Government, 
the walley of Heraut is at present atielancholy spectacle You may ride for miles through 
deserted towns, without seeing a soul, and (he town iteelf does not conthin above §,o00 men, 
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The sienery is most beantiful, and I feel almost inclined to agree with the Herautees, in 
saying that in climate and sai) Hert is cnergualled. But what are these withoot the society 
of the falr sex? Answer me that Mr. Brooke! Tho women here go about with huge 
theets ted all over them having « piece of fine game work throogh which they can sen you, 
hat through which yet camrot forge the mort distant idea of the value of the jewel this 
hiddes. Even their fet are always encased in cloth, and beth hands are always used i 
keepling the sheet tight round thier, so that they look [lke long pillows bewitcherd more than 
anything tle You have heard & great deal of the Turcoman horses, and we expected to 
mount ourselves cheap and well, but I have not yel seen a. horse for which I would give 
Coverley. 

By the way | surprised the Natives much by spearing a hog the other day off Mr, 
Covarley. The hog charged three times in good style, and Coverley behaved very nobly, 
The Afghans had po idea of the sport, ard thelr horses came op after the death. They make 
enormous marches on these nags, and they ceruiimly are capital rondaters, bgt nothmg onder 
an acre of ground will suffice for them to vurn round in, and if Slomner's Horse ever gets 
amongst them the Afjhane will have the worst of it, 

If you love ine write frequently a letter is a great treat and onefrom you or from Emily 





&. 
MY DEAR op LapyvE, 

Here | am sorveymig at o great rare 1 have been so kicked about lutely, that T hesitate 
to predict anything as to ery futnre plans or prospects, but at preserit |t appears probable 
that t shall remain in this part-of the warld for some years. Major Todd tells me that he 
has work for me in the spring near Subgaon and Farrah 

The ciimate here as 1 fave eaid already is excellent. The allowances | receive al 
present are handsome, and there te a prospectof their hemg mcreased. Sach bemg the 
case, Tonght to remain here as long az they will let me, butt never did ws prodent thing tn 
amy Ife, ao dont be surprised if T rush home next spring and take my furlough. 

We have neither cheroots nor wine, have set ap the pipe of the country, and my servant 
has Helsters for it and follows me wherever 1 yo. Through mecessity To am ff Mussilman 
regarding wine, and from) necessity, | fear, 1 shall soon be o Musstiman in dress, for my 
European clothes arp fast disappearing and there is no chance of replacing then, I have 
already grown a respectable beard and am ih short a very disreputable looking persan. 
L trast a good inilor und barber will be able to remove all bail customs acquired by 2 
fesidence in Afghanistan. , 

‘The Afghans are proverbially dirty, and uwir ideas of independance and frankness 
approach very much to what we comsider jmpradence and rudeness, s9 that they are not the 
pleasantest people ie the world ta Jive amongst. Wik ull their independance they, -stibmit 
to gresier tyranny. thas that of Nero, aud are altogether a cirinas entipound of coumge and 
cowardice, of candour and decelt, Things are at present in great confusion here, but our 
agent is gradually restoring order, and jt ts to be-hoped the valley next year will amite with 
verdant crops, and “natire's fairest form be seen.” The valley ieabont Go miles by an average 
of 15, and the river Harn Rood rar through ite whole length. All the inigation » effected 
by canils cut from the river aud the soil fy mgt productive ifthe valley waa anly wooded 
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it would be # lovely place, but even now the colouring of the hills ly pretty, and the utr 

delicous. Lom trying to pick up the language but geton Alowly, | have Hailleca and 

Khana in my seryice, but they are notte be compared to the servants of India, and expect 
very high wages | | 

The people of the valley look upan me asa harmless maaiax who hava curlows habis 

of ‘dragging a chain abou the coumry locking throegh a “Dooching* aa they ute 

plessed to call the theodolite. Write, write, mite God bless you anc yours je the constant 
RK. © SHAR ESrEAR 


HERAUT, Nevr. 1624, 1839. 
My pEAggsT Emity, 

We havea pleasant pariy here with comfyrtable quarters, and pleaty of hog -hunting: 
close at hand, the climate li delicious und | have. just sufficient employment, eo that the 
exchange froni the Revente Survey of Hindostay ia decidedly in my favour. 1 have com- 
tenced saving money, and Uecidedly think 1 shall grow avaticiows 

There is every probability of our having a contingent here shortly, In this cae my 
friends tell me | am sure of the command ofthe Artillery, Ihave told you in some. former 
Istters of my employment here in surveying part of the valley, The ficld operations have 
closed and Iam now settled for the winter, This surveying has made me acquainted with 
the valley and the natives, and has also enabled me to pick up the language without imoch 
trouble, but lam very slow jn Jearning languages. | 

The affairs of Persia are in sad confusion, and the Shab anxious to make peace with us 

Colonel Stoddart has been released from confinement and appointed Comdt. of 
Artiilery: they gave him the option of thisappointment or death. It la difficult to soy what 
our Govnt. will do in thie affair, they can hardly pass over the lasult Dos) Mabomed 
fs gear Balkh ond trying to get up a parity against us, bot our Force ln Afghanistan ja far 
too strong for him. At whis place we re aupreine, but between ourselves, this Govui. 
fa am absurd caricature on Royalty. Why the King, the Ministers, the Moollals, the 
shopkeepers, farmers and even the beggars areall jn our pay, and at the Revenue of 
ihe whole country is only about ¢ Lukhs yoo muy imagine that we are sad losers. This 
country fs-in the last stage of degrarlation ; for thitty years it hay bean the scene of war-or 
misrule, and the tate giege was the crowning blow, in furmer years they say the population 
of the valley amounted ta 260,650, and from the greatsire of many of the villages 1 con 
quite believe ii, but at present 1 should say 30,000 wasa fait estimate, Let ua hope our 
presence here will restore order and confidence. [1 ls a fearfully long step we have ‘tiade 
tothia! And the worst of it Is that we are as much involved with the States bordering (his 
us we were lust year with Scindia, Holkar, Jyepore and other newhbaurs. 

I lony: to hear from you, why { have not yet heard how you pass your time whether yau 
wall, tlde, paint, or what you dy, tnt he 

-_— Hehove me dearest Eunily, 
Vout very wlfeet. brother, 


— Kk. C. SMAKESPEAR. 
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Hanaur, Det, sth, 1850. 
My pean Dic, 


We have juat heard of the loss of the Cossids, and.) fear | must have suffered aTooo gat 
the rest. Not @ lie have | had for on age ether from England or the Cape. | oat my 
letters 10 yon aud Emily have reached you. | have made an arrangement with Messrs. 
Ritchie, Stewurt and Co. ar Bombay to receive and forward all letters for me, so pray direct 
in future to their care. 

We are all well at this place and very busy, and the climate is delicious and 1 fear I 
fatten, Jf the dks were only regolar | should like the idea of remaining bere for some 
years well enough. J wrote a short time back to Emily and mentioned that there was a 
chance of a contmgent being formed. | caresay this will be carried mte effect next spring. 
In fact uutil « force is exinblished bere totally dependant upon i, the whole of the money 
which haa been laid out of late, may be considered os aquanderel, for we may be tured out 
of the place by the Minister any day, and wlso these Afghans have received more money 
from iis than thrir whole ofuntey la worth | fear thelr falth ond attachment to oi cannot 
be relled oo. They are a sation of beggars literally, and 28 a facetious friend observes the 
Bationiel fas ie “Ai Saheb at bural kuds.” Young and old, rich and poorsay the samy, 

idependance is very closely pllied 19 insolence, and they ave very dirty: of honesty 
hip maple etn: ignorant, #0 thal a4 faz as the people go f would give the preference 
to Hindusians, But ja climate this 4 indeed superior. It nevet mains; but snow sometimes 
fles on the groond for three gr four days Wehad the thermometer at 24 the other morning 
after sunrise, Our quarters are very snug and like the party well, We have lately had 
reports of a very large force of ‘Russians moving towards Khiva, bot 1 should doubt it, atany 
rate the number which js said to be 300,000 must be exagerated. 

Gur tatest news fom Calcutte io the 7th of September, and war with Burmal seers 
inevitable, We hare jovt heard that the Bombay portion of the-Army of the Indus have 
on their retum taken by assault the fort of Killit Ghileee, ond that the owner of the came 
Morad Khon was killed inthe assault. 

This man richly deserved his fate. Several detachments have been ontfrom Candahar 
and Cabool, and some plunderers have been seized, but many years must pass belore the 
country can. be got into order, 





RK. €, SHAKESIERAR. 


tf. 


HERAUT, Dec, sock, 1839 

Puri OE present atting asx political axyistant here, this may ultimately turn Out tomy 
alvantage, btit do mot let pour lithe bend imagine strange things bot this appointment 
gives me inctrsant employment. t do oot know whethen you hinve discovered it but 
1 di like employment, and work away with aright good will, We have fins cleap 
freezing days now, and hare not fad @ shower of tain since our ariival, We bave 
ordered skates and intend to astonish the matives, if the ice ls only strug euough 10 bear 
voch stout gentlemen, My quarters are most comfortable pot to say superb. 
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1 
Hamat, Apri 2oth, 1840, 

We ore having a very pleasant [ile here, plenty of office work, and we find inmocent 
private amusement in Laying out o mew garden, and farming an estate. Vou will do mea 
great favour if yoo will send me ont all kinds of Hower seeds, with all particulars as to soll 
and Seaaco forsowing, Lf the seeds are sent to Messrs. Ritchie, Stewart and Co, they: will 
teach te jo a shorter ime than by ony other route. 

1 should have Viked to have seen the afzir at Ghurnes, but the. Battery to which Twas 
attached had wot much todo. I would rather remain-in imy present situation here than 
take any other appointment, 

r}. 
Herraut, Way 10/k, 1840. 
My DEAREST Esty, 
‘| bave now to inform you of a most important change in my prospects We received 
dispatches yesterday evening, and this morning Major Todd informed me that he desired 
me to start for Khyva the day after to-morrow | 

Capmin Abbott, who was sent to Khyva, has feft that court for St. Petersburg, and Laat 
evening's patches brought documents, authonzng him to acton the part of the Supreme 
Goveroment of Indium. He having left, Major Todd thinks it of great importance, that I 
should reach Khyber as soon as possible and during the absence of Capiain Abbott, that | 
should carry out the views of Government. Never man yet had a fairer chance of ap 
opening. Let me have your prayers dearest Emily, and may God preserve and protect 
you, dear Charlotte and Dick, and may every blessing attend you and your children, 
has and ever will be the constant prayer of your truly affectionate brother. 

RB. C. SHARESPEAR. 

P.5.—You will | am sure the necessity of a short communication this 
time, Oo not run away wilh the idea thar | going to be sold tnto slavery: Affairs 
have greatly changed since Conolly published his work. Captain Abbott has already been 
At the court of Khyva and an ambassador from that Court has gone to Cabool and I go to 
Khan Hazrat of Khyva, ato time that he is in dread of tmminent destruction from Riissia. 

There is of course.some danger, bat not so much as i] was going on a campalgn, 
where service was to be seen, and infinitely more hope of distinction. Once more Adieu. 
God bless you. 

ta 
To LikuT, RC, SHAKESrEAR, 
PoLiticaL Assistant Envoy at HEnat. 
*. CanooL, roth Netewber Sat. 
as 

! am commanded by His Majesty Shah Shooja Out Moolk to acquaint you that he has 
been pleased as a mark of approbation of your services in Afghanistan, to confer tpon you 
the third cliss of the Order of the Doorance Esppire 

| have the honor to be, 
Sit, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. H. McNacGcHnren, 
Eaves and Miniter. 
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re 
BaArvA, fine s4tA, LS go. 
My fTAREST EMILY, 

| arrived here om ihe sath well and hearty and hove been very favorably received by 
ibe Khan Hocrut, 

My journal has been regularly kept and shall be transcribed for my dear sistes’s perusal, 
but at present | am engaged heart and: sonl in weyotlations which pocupy every thought and 
entail much tesponsibility. ‘The explanation ta Government of my views and proceedings 
require much labour, and writing despatches takes op allmy time Let me have your good 
wiahes. Never had Lieotenant of Artillery sach an opportinity of emitle-building, but how 
it will all end Heaven only knows, My caotles ore political, | have not had time to think of 
Mary Fair looking ont.of the casement high | | | 

‘The Kossian Force has been driven back by sickness, [t is inypossible to ny 
bow tong 1 shall remain, but this: ia most deliciogs climate. [ have capital quarters in 
a good gardes, and the Khan Huzrut finds me everything | con possibly wish for, 

Ever my dearest Emily your very affectionare brother, 


R. C. SHAKERPEAR. 


‘OLD Ooncunsn, TURKESTAR, 
August zie, 1840. 
My DEARnST Emuty, 

This place Is 109 miles on the road to Dasht Kulla, and as I shail not have another 
opportunity of seading a lever antl| my arrival atthe Caspian, | will not allow. this conrier 
to depart without writing you.n jie, 1 have been sadly plagued and bothered collecting these 
Russian prisoners, but | trust the chief difficulties are now vanquished, and certainly it falls 
to the lot of few men, to have the releasing of above yoo people from slavery, and willingly 
would | undergo a thoosand times the annoyances I have suffered, to have the satisfaction of 
seting these poor wretches on the line of march. Every two inen have a comel, and my 
own tail being considerable we form rather a large “ Kafillab. " 

In addition to the pleasure of releasing these poor wretches, | have been able to secure 
‘orntera which will prevent thousands of unfortunate wretches being seized and sold by 
Turcomans. 1 humbly hope that (his |e the dawn of a new era in the history of Turkestan, 
and that the English mame will be blest with the proud distinction of having put an en tn 
this inkuman traffic through the whole of Toskomania, and of having civilized this race, eo 
long the curse and dread of Central Ania! ‘This ia all very fine and grand, but perhaps the 
poor patitico will be well wigged for hiv afficiousness, instead of receiving thanks, and be 
hooted by every Jack) in-Office. | would give all I possess to know what isthe opinion of the 
Power, that be oa a letter I wrote just a month ago, lt is very painfal waiting (wo or three 
months fora letter by which you must either live or die, particularly when you have not a 
goul te consult with ot console you. 

fut whether noticed or annoticed by the great ones, the prayers of these poor creatures 
are surely of waluc. 

| hall have to return to Turkestan whatever be the resuly of all these suange events; 
and { fear | shall have to remain there some years: t shouid infimtely prefer returning to 
Herat, as the natives there are not quite savages, 


= i} 
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If come home this trip and ger a peep ut my oldest ond deqrest of ol] Lityes this 
winter, E ahull be traly a happy man, but 1 fear there 14.0 chance of jt. | 

Ln two daga I fesvethia to macch steadily accross the Desert in the Caspian. This place 
ie down in Burne’ map, itiethe aite of a very.ancient city tm the time of the Fire-Worshippers. 
For nuany yeard it has been altogether deserted, the-niver having changed |t¢ conrse, 

A prophecy has descended from generation to generation thay m the lattes days 
Corgpang shall be inhabited agam, and within the last five years the river had retorned to this 
side, and Glled the beil of a considerable atream ; from this cauniy have been cot for ittiga- 
Hon, and people are fast collecting here: There are now nhoul 1,000 families, and a8. eati- 
siderable bazaar twice a month, 1 tell rhe Turcomans that the sooner they repent of 
thele alive-dealiny, nnd ‘other aine the belter, for that the falfiiment of the Frophecy 
evidently appranches. 

There ie a very high tower here and the ruins of four or five tombs. Treasure has been 
found here, and four mommies. Altogeiher it iz a fine fetil for the Antiquary- Ah | Emily 
{ shall have much to tell you of when we meet, in the interim if you five me write; direct 
to Mesers. Stewart & Co,, Bombay, who will forward the letter to Herat. 

Love to Thackerays, Ritchie, and to Dick. Kisses to the dear children, 

Ever my dearest Emily, your very alfect. brother. 


R. C SHARESFEAR 
a4. 


Dastir KULLA ON THE Carian SEA, 
Saptember 13th, 1849 
DEAREST EMILY, 

How shall I express my joy and grativede at having been enabled to tring all the 
tugsian prisoners here in safety. Vou will see.old Oorgunj on Burns Viap, and from a 
little North of this (Qudagur) the road leaves the Oxos, and crosses a smooth hand plain to 
the Caspian, ‘The only places where water con be found on the jast part of the road, are 
at wells which are 30, 49,60 and 7o miles apart. But Heaven had mercy on the unfortunate 
wretches under my cere, and granted us mont détighifal weather, nether cold or hor, amd I 
thank God, neither man, woon,'or child suffered from this most dificult.march and T was 
enabled to make them over to the Russian Officers in health, and with all their Tittis 
property, have been most truly fortunate, voto horse or camel even bas been fost! The 
Rostians geem ats loesto express their gratitude, and bave hardly yet recovered [rom 
theirastonishment, Not Napoleon-crossing the Alps, was halfeo happy a follow ax I at 
the head of my 4i6 prisoners approaching Dasht Kella. ! sent one of them with & Corack 
on ahead, to give information of my approach; the people here would not credit thelr 
report, they Could not tead my Setter, arid it was very tong before the mag / geat coulit induce 
the Governor of the Fort to credit him, and: send people io meet me Such 4 shaking of 
hands. and mising of kata} Let media when | may. | om sow contented, and have aut lived 

in warn. 

The rest of the journcy will be a party of pleasure, and | wlmost beyin to hope | may 
visit Old England, and see my dearest of old women, Khoda Wordee ani Fasil Khat are 
tbe only mien I shall take from this; Khoda Wordee begged me with tears inchis eyes to 
take him, and Fosil laughed, and began a long and incomprehensible story about his Sar, 
The rest of the (ail bave behaved admirably, and [shall send them all back to Khvoa (o 


Dee wh. Patol Bl Pb oer 
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wait orders ftom Orenborg: From Qrenburg | will write agam to you jat present | am 
io the greatest confusion, the courier inst starting, I hope to Teave this in § days at the 
Larest. 
Eveo Emily thy own affect brother. 
R. C. SWAKESPEAR. 


F | 
Russtax Capirat. 
Oeter suf 84a 
DRAREST EXvny, 

Hotes, Huse | Look at the date of that Old Ladye! And some pope of coming pearer 
home a3 well, if'1 do come loakont if 1 do not torn your house topsy-torvy | Well, Emily, 
my top from Khiva to the Caspim with the Russing prisoners has been accomplished 
without joey of man, woman, or child, The Kussians are much annoyed, but hove formed 
inendly relations with Khyva, at feast have commenced doing so, and no Army advances 
this year on Khyva, Jats was all that was wanted. And who did it { Eb? Not a’ Lieuten- 
ant of Artillery sorely ? Excose-this boasting bot my head reels with delight) to think: that 
Dave been successful. Ab, old woman, | have plenty, plenty, to tell you, but at preaemt | 
am tio confused. L annved here only this tnorning, and they are sending off a courier, Write 
to ine by all manner of ineans = Love to Dick and o merry meeting to us | must remain 
berm much to my joy, =” 

Ever dearest Emily thine own affectionate brother, 


33 
PETERSEURG, 
tof December 1840, 
MY DRAREST EsiLy, 

l have waited in the hope of bearing something decisive earcae my destination, 
but they seem to have forgotten me altogether. The anly thing; och in 
which | have yet received, leuds me to think | shall be detained here a month longer, anil 
after all very possibly not be allowed to return to your roof, This will he 4 great trial 
and | shall feel it mont deeply. I ama. very lucky fellow te have been employed in matters 
of such impottance, and In havlug had even the holiday of a month's stay in this city, I have 
been fétéd by all or nearly all the English families here, and have roared “ like any sucking 
dove.’ but | confess | begin to Lire sadly of the place. “Ob but i'm weary to get heme," 
1 welll make almost any sacrifice to visit England, but the matter does not test with me, 
anil met be decided by people who can little onderstand the pain it will cause me to retrace 
my eps ‘There are some very pleasant families here, and 1 have received much kind 
hovpliality from many-ofthem. This typ tothe Russian Capital tas made rather a large: 
hole in my puree, although Government do pay all my current expenses. | am living very 
comfortably in Mr, Wilton'’s Pension Galernin Sweet, where direct to me. ivia a wery 
good houseand the people very attentive. 1 don’t think | hove mentioned that Fazil Khan 
whom you will fad mentioned jn my journal has accompanied me and be fs a most faithful 
honest fallow, and gives no trouble, bus is not very ueeful, hut T could not send him back 
ro Ahyva, 
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The thermometer stands af 22° below freezing (Reaumur), but the houses are 
admirably warmed, andl in fir ivere bs no difficulty in warming omeself out Af dione = | have 
ant liad ome «hiner cine! | came here, and ihe cold does we much goad, brewing my oerees 
anil coming eith an appetite | 

Your very affect, brovtrer, 
K. C, SWAKESPEAR, 


ST. PETERSBURG. 
‘gra Janwary Vals 
MY DEAREST Emi.y, 

Many, many happy retures of the season to pot, and all ontr kith and kin. Lord 
Clanricarde assures me that | shall be allowed to viait England before returning 1m Asia, but 
requests mé to remain here same time longer, The cold i¢ excessive averaging about iv 
betow freezing (Reaumar) The Neva has been crossed by the heaviest carts for «long time 
and-all conveyances are cledges, seated in whirh ome glides alony ever the snows, with eate 
to one’s horse as well as to oneself 

{ have. been since my last-to o very magnificent Ball ot the Palace, this wus a most 
splendid aight, indeed | oelieve few Courts are so gorgeously grand. as the Retsian The 
room) was of Hrobdignag proportions, and was beautifully lighted, | have had the honor to 

be introduced to the Emperor, Empress, and Grand Duke, and to-day went through the 
ceremony of kissing the hand of the Grand Duchess Helen, wife of the Emperor's brother, 
at Teast T ought t have kissed her hand, but f only managed tomb my fore against Her 
Highness’ knuckles! She |s a very intelligent looking person, of very pleasing manners ; 
indeed all the Royal Family are remarkably bandaome and affable. Lord Glanricarde has 
been very kind, offering me a seat at his table, and has spoken very finiteringly about what 
he is plased io call my services. 

| have kept this open in the hope of hearing: eomething certaiq on the arrival of the 
cogrier, he came last night but only bringy me a letter from Captain Abbor, who says that 
1 am sureto be ordered henie, tut thar no precise tine ls fixed Letane hear from you and 

Your very affect. brother, 
BR. C. SHARESPEAR, 


1 
(Commandant at Novo Alexandeoffsk fortress, 9th September 1840, No. gog7, 
To Tre Exvoy to THE KWAN AKDUNS AND OF THE ENOLISHMAN SITAKESPEAR, 

On the soth August liat you delivered here from Khiva, Russian prisoners in number 
according tm A detailed [ist imales, females, and children ander age, forr hundred and 
sixteen, When you collected them from amongst the Khivana, Tirkoniains and oihers yoy 
yave to exch one dical ond filly pounds weight of four. 

On ‘thele arrival at this fortress, in onswer in my enquiry, they expretced themselves 
iianimenely grateful to you, a¢ Fathers andl Benefactors, frum the time of their being taken 
ant of bondage, during the journey fmm Khiva to thie fortress, of which | aball make 
a report te the Governor-General of Orenbourg, Adiutant General Peraffaky, 

‘Sine Commandant of Nova Alexemediofisk fortress, Colonel of Artillery Sikhaghinetiolf, 
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The Viscouiit Valmeriion,. oY. PETERSHDKOH, 
GC ik t ya Fréruary (841 


My Lorn, 


As the Khivan Envoy has left St. Petersborgh and Captain Shakespear's services will 
be no longer required here, | have directed him to proceed to England with my despaiches 
of this date; and | have to request that yoor Lordship will be pleased to yive the necessary 
directions forthe repayment of the expense: of Captain Shakespear's journey. 

Thia gentleman appears to me to have executed the duties that were entrusted to him 
with remarkable ceal, steadiness and judgment. | 

During bis stay bere he had maintuined w vigilant although diecreet watch over the 
Khivan Envoy and kept me constantly informed of all that related to that person, 


I hare, etc, 
r (Signed) CLANRICARDE, 


True copy, Aare Juekanan. 
Attached to H, M's Embassy af St Petersburgh. 


To CArtain SHAREEPEAR 
Foautcy Orrick 
faly th 184. 
Sra, | 
T have the satisfaction to acquamt you that the Qoeen has been graciously pleased to 
signify Her intention of conferring upon you the bowour of KRiaghthood, as a mark of Her 
Majesty's approbation af the manner in which you performed the service on which you were 


employed last year at Khyva. 
You will have toattend at the Palace for this-purpose when next Her Majesty holds a 
Court there. and ‘you shall have due nouce theréot. ‘ 


J af, Si, ; 
Your moet humble obedient Servant, 
PALMERSTON, 





Capt. Zobn Wacfarp’s (Privatecring 
Career, 


PART Il —{Conecéesron,) 


1752: 0. &. mh July Nao.-35 
To THe Hox'ntk Warkks HaASstTines, Eso, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL axp Counci., Fowy Wintaam, 
HowowarLe Sie Ano GENTLEMEN, 


Two Portuguese ships belonging to Mace, one the 5S, Atoary Maro, the other 5 
Maria Mayor vind Afeas have we find been stoped: on their Voyages anil brought into 
this Port by the Privateers vdidalry Capn. McLary and the Death wad Clery Capt, Beey, 
and as we understand thar neither of their Capis. are brought here or come. of themselves to 
claim their Vessels and Cargoes, or give. any account of the causeof their éemure, We 
humbly request that your Hon'ble Government, would order enquiry to be made concerning 
it, that such measures may he taken as weil most effectually prevent any interruption of 
that free trade and tarmony which subsists, between the English and Portuguese, The 
circumstance of no proper person having come in either of these ships to claim then (4 a 
uncommon that we are confident i will apologize for our craving the interposttion of your 
Hon'ble Government. We wished to have informed ourselves better of this matter before. 
we took the liberty of addressing your Honours, bat we cannot find even an officer of any 
kind in either of the ships to give us the necessary information ov arsistance, and we could 
not defer thie address longer, as the ships are nearly onladen, and their Murinera will soon 
disperse 

We ore with ike most profound Respect, 
Hon'ble Sir and Genlemen, 
Your very obedirnt, and 
most homble sereants, 
JOHN CCTTSUANN, 

Supra-Cargoes of the Shipe Mies of 
Brestfand the Alfani de Carma. Domingo Zoaguw Danas. 

= ‘ite Abele Betoed PILiPPk Kouseac, 

Sup Carnor ofthe Atanas Prince. ot | Pee clic Tate 
- oo) VibonIO TALEAG, 

JoOzn Roe? PiIntme 


Capn, of the Afow se Goria, 
Cape. Ofthe Princes: Brass! 


7sa06 | O. Ciioth March No. o. 
In THE Nae oF Gon, AMEN 


Be it known that Cupiain John MeGlary has applied i me in public for, 
on the i7th September, in the year, of Our Lord cone thousand, seven hundred anil-eighty 
iwo In this Town of Macuy in Ching, for a copy of the Petifen Aled against him by 
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Messrs, Anthony Betelho Homem and Bernardera Postono, Agosynho Antonio Spada 
merchants of this town, in consequence of thia application, |, Jose Maria Pereira de 
Castro, Judge Ordinary and empowered by his moss Falthfol M afesty, whom God preserve 
have agrecable to his requatt taken a fitte copy’ of the same fo enable him to answer the 
charge fald agalnat him in the said petition, which is a9 follows, e=>— 





PrUTTMyH. 

The hamble Mciltion of Anthony Botelha and Agostinho Antonio Spada, inhabitants 
of this town, nwners of the Ship Saava Jfuria J¥ayor, bunibly sheweth that, it bemg of the 
Limos) consequence {6 G3, we request that the accampanying declaration of Captain John 
MeClary given to the Commander of the said ship, after he captured ber, we bombly 
request that the Judge Ordinury be pleased to direct the Secretary Jose Muria io apply to 
Francis Anthony Mourie, requesting him totake his oath that he will make true tranela- 
tion of the declaration written by the said McClary in English. 

Asd your humble Petitioners will ever pray. 


RESOLVED that the above request be complied with, as applied for 
(6d) Roza. 
MM ACAG 
ret Ampaat 1755. 


FORM OF THE APPLICATION. 

Ream the above Resolution of the Jodge Ordinary Simao de Ananjo Roa ; anil it 
Was RESOLVED, in consequence of an application made by the Petitioners Messrs, Pesson 
and Spada, 10 get translated by Francis Antonio, Mourie (sc) a written declaration in 
English given by Captain Joho McClary, which i annexed to the Petition. The sid 
Mourie (rc) having AGREED to the request, |, Jose Maria Pereira de Castro, have written 
this und registered if.on the fist of Auge, 170% 

(Sd) Jose MAMA Pereira oe CAstnd, 
fudge Ordinary, 
ForM OF THE OATH. | 

On the srt of Augtist, in the year of our Lord one-thonsand seven bundred and eighty: 
two, in this Town of Macao In China, I, Judge Ordinary, went to. Mr. Monne, and requested 
he would take his oath of making & irtie translation of a written declaration Mm English 
vgned by Captain John McClary, which he did, making a true translation, 1, Jose Maru 
Pereira de Castro, have writtes this and registered ir. 

(5d) Joak ManiA PEREIRA DE CASTRO 
(Sd) MOURIE: 
DECLRATION, 
Ship Sava Sarda Afieye, 
27th Fibroary, thee 


The following declaration ip delivered to Mr, Agowinho Acton Spada, Command 
of the above-named ship, ets j— 


That having, in grons violation of all the rules of justice by which the actions of 
civilized cations shonid be woverned, hen, jp an anheard of manner confined in the prison 
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of Macao, and deprved of propeny to a ruinouw amount, by the arblirary and illegal 
decisions of whe der and Seonte of iit place, sod. the channel for legul redress 
being barred up -by the principal actors holding the: supreme power there; | have 
determined ta procure a personal indemnificanion by seizing. wheorver. t bave the 
epportnny the propeny of the persons by whom ! have suifered, until | shall be wholly 
rembursed, to which eod | have detained the-ahip Sata Jfaria Afayor and such 
cargo as has been poton board by the declared owners of the said ship, Mr. Francis De 
Casto, Governor of Macao, apd Messrs. Tottelho and Agostinho Antonio Spada, members 
of the Senate of Macao, from the fillest conviction thar by theie means, I om put 
to the present mode of offaming satisfaction. 

(Sd) Jown MACKLARY. 

MACAd, 
The gia! Amputl, 1783. 
(Sd) Mourn 


‘The humble Pirro of Spada and Botelho, humbly sheweth that they are jn want of 
three coptes of the transiated decluralion. We humbly request that the Judge Ordinary will 
be pleased to direct und the Secretary to comply with our humble request. 

And your humble Petitioners will ever pray, 


RESOLVED that the above request be granted—ae applied for, sak i 

(Sd) Roza 
' M ACAD, 

fhe oth September, 1762 


Attestation: follow, 
172. -O.C. sth Augiar No, 23. 


Ti Messha, for Corraany, Db. J. Dawras, Puruipe Roysaac, Roveiae ‘Lb Cave 
Victonm FALAG AWD Joze Row Pinte 
GENTLEMEN, 

1 win ditected by the Hon'ble the Governor-General and Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your address fothemaf the ph ultime which would not huve temalned so long 
wnaniwered had pot the Gowernvt. General walted the result af the information which he 
gave you that, hererevet well disposed this Government might be to enquire into the 
ommplalnt and redress the parties aggrieved, |S would be imposible far them to pursue any 
legal measures fur thas purine olest ihe leiformatlon were given upon oath before « 
proper thagistrate, which mode of proceeding be dooordingly recommended, 

| have now to mequest gem, jn fhe fame of the Moard, that if any witnesses can be 
prodice (0 ywear to the ficts contained in your representation so that ihe cause may be 
put into & regiilat course af trial by the only jurisdiction which can take legal copnisance of 
matters of this mitare and a person feft to prosecote this claim, the Board will readily 
forward the business oo that @ proper investigation may be made, bw they, are sorry: to 
inform: you that i i not in their pywer to proceed upon any ingal inquiryinto yout compluint 
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on a representation of the (acts aasupported by any pouilive orto upon dath er other 
sroat which might te abmitted in & Cont of joetice. 


I ait) ete 
ji B. Aveo. 
we D | 
wes. 0. G. September path No. & 
(To Howsta Waseey Hastines 7 
itl 
Tuesday, 


Sin, 

1 have the honor to acquaint you that Mr. Green the Pilot teft the Madalay on Tintraday 
jaw in seventy fathomp of water, after having conducted her with great care and perfect 
‘safety throogh the new channel, 

[ have, ec. 
JOHN McCLagy, 


1783, O..C. roth March. No. & 


Protest made by Anthony Botelho, Homem Bernardes Pesson, and Agostino Anthony 
Spada against the Hon'bie East India Company's Soper-Cargoes, in the year 1782. 


(Signed) Joaquim Praarica, 


The Protest of Anjhony Botelho and Homem Bermardes Pesson, and Agostino 
Anthony Spada, against the Hon'ble East ludia ‘Company's Saper-Cargoes, contained 
twenty four tibes, and ihe petition twenty hes, aml one third, ath withont being amended! 
or interiined, the Repoitrion three lites, with the signature af the jurlye and Ordinary. 
The said Protest was pat under cover by cine the Secretary and delivered ta the Petitioners 
io jntitle them to them claim ; in falth whereof 1, Joaquim Pereira, hia, have written and 
berennte put my signature. 





(Signed) JOAQUIM Pereinas 


The humble fetition of Anthony Botelho, Homem Bernardo Pesson, and Agostinho 
Anthony Spada, inhabitants of the Town of Macao, owners of the Ship Sfe Jari Mayer 
humbly Sheweth thar Captain John Mctlary, Commander of the Ship Madloy, enbdject 
of the King of Gren Brimin, Capiwred the Ship of the Petitioners, whose Cargo was 
entirely Portuguese property, as clearly appeare by Bonds passed on the same ship, the 
money being borrowed aa. Respandentin from the Treasury and Merchants of this Town, 

The said McGlary, some time before this, had Agreed, Setied-and Ballanced an 
account in this Town with the owners of the Sloop Say Avta dv Castia, which the afore- 
mentioned McCinry had directedto be captored, and in his possession was lost, This: 
Affair had a regular Conrse jin the Court of this Town, and both parties were attentively 
heard, as appears by Extracts of the Proceedings hereto annexed, 
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For alt this, Capthin McCinry bas availed himself of a pretext of beyng aved with 
violence in this ‘Town, ind to pay himaelf tas captured the Petitioner's ship. Ad the said 
McClary was set at liberty in thiv Town in consideration af the Letver of Marque that bre 
presented, yranted by ihe Hon'ble the Governor General and Sopreme Council of Bengal, 
seated with the Seal of the Hon'ble the united Company of Merchants Tinding vo the 
East Indies, mbjects of the King of Great Britain, of course the Han‘ble Company 
should be PROTECTED agalnst for all damages and disappointments. hat the owner? 
are experiencing by the mbuse that the sald Me.Clary han made of the Lener of 
Marque beface mentioned, and also Captain Bracey, Commander of the Drath or Ghovy 
Privateer, who had likewise 2 Letter of Mangte granted him by the Hon'ble Governor ani 
Sapreme Council of Bengal. Those proceedings must be represented to the Court al 
Judicatare jat Bengal, or wherever else they can be proved. It ts requested of the Judge 
that he will be pleased to order the Secretary to forward to the Hon'ble Company's Saper- 
Cargoes this protest together with the uccampanying restrictions that are annexed to the 
Extracts of the proceedings of the Composition, a9 alsn the different Depositions thal were 
taken afver Capturing the Vessel of the Petitioner's with the Accounts belonging to ber 
Cargo and disbursements. Lev them all he provised, with the extracts taken from the 
proceedings, in the presence of the Hon'ble Company's Super-Caryoes, that they may witness 
the signature of the said Jahn McClary aud of his Attorneys, Mevsra. David Lance anu 
William Fisher, returning only this Protest to the Petitioners signed by iem tcl all other 


Deeds wo. be forwarded to the Supreme Council of Ben ‘al 





(Sigaed) FONCECAL. 


The 14th of August 1782. 

On the sixteenth of the month of August in the year, one thousand and seven hondred 
and Eighty-two, in this ‘Town of the name of God of Macao in China, the Secretary before 
mentioned went to Dinamarca Muschi, the House of Residence of the Hon'ble Company's 
Super-Cargoes of the English Nation. There were the following Gentlemen ;—)omes 
fivadshaw, Henry Browne, and David Lance, Esqrs. 1 read and explained to the: said 
Gentlemen the contents of this proteat in compliance with the order I had received from the 
Grdinary Judge, Manuel Pereira Fonseca. These said Gentlemen acknowledged that the 
signatures of Captain Jol McClary were three, of Fisher five, and of David Lances, Esq, foar, 
which they wiiness'd a3 being Whe true signatores. They received a copy of the recerpt that 
was given at the time whan the S/o Mario Mayor was taken, a3 also a copy of her Marrifest 
of her Cargo, and the whole of the Proceedings relative to the loss of the tloop Séa Nita ule 
Cartia, and as the said Gentlemen received the aforementioned Papers, and being eensible 
of the cootents of the eald Protest, | ainde this note registered in thnie presmce, and the 
said Gentlemen, jointly with me, have pat their respective sigaatures 

(Signed) JoAguia Panis. 
F. Matrite. 
Jatine BuADSHAW, 
Heyay Brown. 
Davin Lasce. 


The above is. a true copy and the whole can be believed with a great Faith in Court of 


out, as if the Original had-been presented : and thie was copied by a Falthful writer; and 
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signed in the Office by me Joaquim Pereira, Secretary to the Jadge OMinary, who directed. 
It to be copied. 
(Signed) JoaQuim PEREIRA dw Courd 
Jose MAntA Pa pe Castano 
joaQguim PEMEIRA fm Cowr?, 


Simao Aranjo Roya, Citlen and Ordinary Judge, empowered by his Moat Faithful 
Majesty, whom may God preserve for many years, | do hereby certify that the Signature 
of the Composition is of the Secretary Joaquim Pereira, for Faith whereof { have herewith 
signed myname, Given in the town of Macao in the Teath day of September, in the year 
one thousand, seven hundred and eighty-two, 

(Signed) Jose MARIA PeRgina ne Castro. 
Siatad Dr AnANTO ROYA. 


A troe translation, 
STEPHEN Sua, 

To 

I P, AUVRIOL, Eson., 

Secrefory. 
178s. P. P. 3983-33986, ©O.C. 24 Oct. No. ro 
teath October 1782. 

Sim, 

Absence from town prevented a timely acknowledgement of the honor of your letter, 

I beg you will be pleased bumbly to submit to the Hon'ble the Governor-Creneral and 


Councll that altho! | cannot but greatly condemn myself for the impudence of an act which 
has caused oweh teonble to them, and might possibly have embarrassed the concerns of 
the Factory at Canton, yet | must at the same time contend that the capture of the ship 
Good Hope onder the commission granted to me was justifiable on the ground of national 
hostilities. 

The paper No. 1 preserved for the purpose of ascertaining the property, and No, = 
I bope will be equally satisfactory in proving the charges of Mr Sluyskin to be ill founded 
and Weberal (rie). 

From first to last of the business in question | sever had a word of communication 
with the Dutch, The offance was tothe Chinese Government and to them I was to make 
reparation for violating the neutrality of thelr port. ‘The ship and cargo were given np to 
Mandareens who were ajpointed for that purpose, and that I gave them every kind of 
satisfaction, the translated paper will, 1 think, clearly evince but in further proof I beg 
leave 10 acquaint you that the first members of Government were so well pleased with my 
peaceable and ready compliance in making restitution, that they remitted a customary 
charge of near Ten Thousand Rupees meararement duty on my ship, 

[ am, Sir, 
Your most obedient 
[hombie servant, 
Joum McCLary, 
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Ta 
Tne Hox‘erce Wanees Mastixes, Esa, 
Goversor-GENomal &cs. Sirens Coon 


GEnTLMnn, 

By tha Nosseck, which arrived in the Roads of Macao, the grat July last, we had the 
hotior to receive your several Lowers dated the end January and 5th February. 1792 and 
dih October 1781 addressed to the Conncil of 1yde wherein you mention that you had 
shipped on her 1,601 Chests of Optam for this place from the impracticabrlity of disposme 
of it in the tisual mannerat a reasonable rate, and that ite produce might supply us with 
funds lor purchasing our Investment, that you hid entered into engagements. with 
Mr. Cudbert Thornhill for paying into our Treasury (the produce of 1,466 Chests of Opimm 
laden on the Metiry to be disposed of by hit at the Malay Porte for the same purpose, and 
that Certificates had been granted to the amount of ten Lacks ol Rupees din ‘each concern lor 

lor which Bills were to be drawn by ws at the Tete of the Sessan. 

We are mow to inform yi, thal the Opiam by the Veatch had been disposed of after 
numerous difficulties at (he rate of ato Head Dollars P. Chesta o0,c00 Dollars to be paid 
un or before dhe and February 1783, the remainder in the course of 12 Montha. "These were 
the best and only ferma we were able fo procure on acconnt of thn great quantity bronght 

to Macao in the Ships belonging to that City. We lament that whea your Board determined 
to send this Article here on the Conrpany's Account, so much waa permitted to be brouglit 
by individuals, 25 that circumstance may be said with to have ruined the sale of the Vous 
sucks Cargo, and defeated in a great measure the intent of 8 Sty Oe Ue pee ree 
by laying as under the necessity of allowing auch a long Credit. to the purchaser, whe ent 
have no prospect of sailing any considerable part of it here 

The benefit resulling to the Hon'ble Company and the relief which we are sensible it 
must afford you, have induced us to wae every possible means to dispose of this Cargo to the 
best advantage, we must nevertheless beg lave to represent to you, that he difficulties and 
inconveniences attending it are so great, that we could wish you would not in (ture pursue 
the same method of supplying os with Funda, except in the hast necesuity, i which cae, no 
diligence and care ehall be wanting on our part. to insure sucess. I the urgency of affairs 
should compell. you to euch a step, we nequest you will effectually prevent individuals, ether 
Foreigners or English, from exporting any Opium for this market, as the only ground on 
which we can flatter ourselves with any hopes of relieving you, in the disposal of this Anicle 

You mention that (tis yoor intention to send us List of the Certificates, distinguishing 
euch 'as are granted on the WVewsweh from those granted an the Betey, One List only has 
been recewwed by usand in that wo soch distinction |e to be found. We have therefore been 
under some difficulties how ta determine, and are yet far from being certain there may not 
be some mistakes, as the subseription for the ANossnct wae opened sometime after that for 
tha Mefeey, we thought the most adviseable mode of distinguishing would be, to adjudge 
those of a fate date to the MVensecA—for these amounting to Ks. 553,488—Dollars 222,947 — 
177 Dees—We shail grant Bills, the remainder have not been presented, therefore a5 wo aro 
jgmormut of the amount of the subscription, we have not been able to make a proportionate 
deduction Wf it should exceed the produce of the Cargo an inconvenience you must be 
convinced that could not be avoided unless we had deferred granting any bills till next Season 
which would have been a great hardship on those whose Certificates are already come to 
hand as wall a4 loss to the Company. We enclose o [ist of Certificates on which bills 
are to be granted, that youmay be enabled to clear up any Mistakes we may have committed. 
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Captn. Rebt, Geddes hos paid into our Treasury, Pillar Dollers 59,600 for which we 
have granted him three tectipts—the unfortunate capture af the 2érey you will have known 
long before this reaches your hands. 

By the 4ee Packet which sailed from Europe in August 1781 the Court of Directors 
informed as that jt was their intention to send at feast 12 Ships to China this year, and that 
they should order four of the Ships destined for the setilement in India fo be Whewise 
dispatched for this place |i po investment was ready. for them, we were from hebee Induced 
to provide Canzors for fourteen Ships; four onlyare yet imported Here, miz., the Lorka, Caterly, 
Atiqand £ssex, so that we have ten Ships Cargoes isying on hand to their great detriment 
and ata great risque to.the Company and Merchants for which we are under the necessity ol 
drawing Bills: which must be severely felt by tho Company, who depend greatly on the 
Investments from hence at this very critical time. We therefore make W our earnest request 
that you willas muchas lays in your power accelerate the dispatch of any Ships that may be 
under your orders destined forthis place, that they muy arrive here ln time to prepare for 

The non-arrival of expected ships these two successive years haa also involved us 
in the greatest perplexities tespecting our Tuture measures } the disappointmunts we have 
experionced rendlors it insprudent In us to provide Cargoes which noverthvless cannot be 
had af a short notice if many Ships should arrive. 1¢ may therefore cantribute much 
to our successful management of this branch of the Company's Trade, if you would not 
divert the destination of any Ships intended for this Port. 

We have setiled the exchange lor thin eeason at 5-6d, Sterling P. Dollar from « convicy 
tion that thir trade to Chinu wants every cuicouragement in cur power to grant. 

We have duly hignoured the Bilis drawn upon us amounting 1 Dollars. 76,tot.s—but 
oliserve there arg sreors in them which we shall rectify in aur Books 

We beg leave to bry befire you the following circumstances in addition to what we fad 
the honor to relate revpecting Mr, MeCtary's conduct last year, to which we have feceived no 
anawer, indeed we must take the liberty to obverve that we have not had the pleasure to 
receive any anawer from your Bourd to any of our Letters these four years past, Captain 
John McClary sailed from this Port the céth of December last, wish a determination as: we 
nines find to wets ot the Ships belonging to the Portuguese City of Macao: wherever heshould 
meet them in feturn for hat Governments anjustifiable trentment of him 5 uccordingly near 
the Straits ul Banca he met two Ships which he tools, the one on 4 pretence of having Dutch 
property on board, the other belonging to the persim who had a principal share in compelling 
him to make restitution for the vessel lost, These Ships were bound to Batavia, the ate on a 
trading voyage to Muurities, the other ta raoeive a Cargo for which a considerable aum. hnd 
heen paid down to the Dutch Council residing here.’ We do not preaume to point out to you, 
Gentlemim, the ruin (hat tas aftended these people by such unheard acta of violence in Captain 
MeClary, and how much, it concerns the Honor of yoar Government and the Nation at Large to 
see justice done in this case, Applications have been made and Sundry papers soot os on the 
aubject which we do oursolves. the honor to trsmuinit, ad have only now to request that some 
atteation may be paid to them. We: likewise beg leave to profer another complaint against 
this Gentlemen for going forcioly-on boardia Chinese junk near Banca belonging w a 
Principal merchant.of this place, which he plundered for [our days and tok out yoods to a 
very considerable amount On pretence of their beiny Duteh We have been boon applied to 
by the Owners who declare the goods to be Chinese property und from the nature el the 
Ssxirtinent we are inclined lo credit them, Enclosed is the accouut delivered to us The 
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Dutch Council have bkewise represented his conduct in a memorial which we enclose 
ot their request. ' 
Enclosed you will receive a price Current and List of Ships at this Pert. 
We have the honor to be 
Noverber 26, 1782, Your most obedient & most humble seryania, 
Ja Baansuaw 
Tuo: Farxmax, Gro: Roonmes 
Tomas Karce van Micnor, Age, Roroce 
Henny Browne 
Jonmw Hannison 
Grosce Comine 
CHantes Lown, Pigoo 
Hewny Sant 


Davin Lance 


med OF SES aT CANTON, 785, 





Gustaaus the <i 
Runnbold ey Ship i 
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(On thin 27th Day of April 1783 appeared before me Danicl Dfedrick Van Haake first 
Sworn Clerk in the General Secretary's office of the Hon'ble Surpreme Indian Government 
at Batavia, inthe Presence of the aftermentioned Witnesses, assisted by the Transiater 
Leendert Goosen and by the Interpretation of the Chinese Secretary Lira Jongkong ; 
‘Tan Hoatko Anochado and Ting Jongko Purser of the Canton Junk TAatjaaw lately 
arrived here, who together and each separately for himself for the sake of Truth, declare 
to be true, 

That they ‘sailed from Canton on the issih Feby. this year in the said Junk and on 
the afternoon of the asth March following being arrived in the Streiyhts of Banca, they 
then AGE ey Sail, 2a well Ships as <malley Vessels who oll showed Dutch Colours 

That they being under sail, were saluted by an Englishman witha Shot in ardor to 
bring them to an anchor, and having done this, a Boat manned with 50 Persons os well 

Eiropeans a&é Moors, came on board of the Junk, giving out that they belonged to the 
Company, and were come with bonvuralle Inientions to visit the said Junk. 

That oot of these 30 Persons, + Englishmen and 2 Moors remained on board of the 
Junk, ond the remainder of the People rowed back with the Boat to the Enylish Ship. 

That oo the Day following about 2 O'Clock at noon Seven Englishmes came ov board 
shit erhriates Gila whether there were any Letters or Goods on board for the Dutch, 

and jimmediately thereupon opened all (he cheats and Tronks, and took with thew to thels 
own Ship the Invoice of the Loading together with the first ofthese Deponents and to 
Passengers by name Oeij Toako and Njouer Kheng. | 

That the first of these Deponents saith that the Captain of that Ship then declared unto 
him: and the aforesald twi) Chinese by the Interpretation of a Camtan Chinees¢, who was on 
board of the Ship, and called himself Osnako, but who, he the Depanent was informed, 
wad properly named Jap Akoat, that he was an Englishman, adding, “1 took last year 
at Canton a Duich Ship, but the Great people of that Empire taking the part of the Dutch, 
compelled me by anned Force to restore the Ship and pay far the Cargoe, to my great 
ehame and Loss, and as | cow meet with a Canton Jimk, € will moke Reprisal” 

That the first of these Deponents on the third Day of his beisg on board of ube said 
English Ship caw from out of the windows of the Place he remained in pis. the Cabbin, 
driving behind the Ship about Eleven Matometane who on his coming on board, were 
already bound within the Ship and that such of them 4s were not immediately discovered, 
were shot to Death by Moskets from the Ship, whereof not only he the Deponent and the 
two aforesaid Chineese were wiinesces, but also the Chineese Lij Taanko and Oo)) Pianwko 
(who had already been taken and Made Prisoners by the English Captain, particularly the 
first Anuchado from the Vessel] of Line £fke a Chineese Inhabjtam of this Ilace coming 
froin “Macao, and the other or second Ancahado from o Java Vessel returning from Jehor to 
Samarang). 

That the Day following he the first Deponent desired Leave from the said Captain to go 
away, which was- refused him, however that on the Sixth Day the Captain caused him the 
Beponent to be brought back to hia Ship, the Hatches to be opetied and the greatest Part 
of the Cargoe to be taken out and transported for four Days successively to a Macao Ship 
which be bad wnken, these Goods contisied in— 
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That onthe goth March about 5 o'ciock in the Miming the whore said Captain 
wanted to send the Boat again tothe said Junk. to take mare Goods out of her, bur 
there being none left of any consequence, he only tock away with all speed the 
four men, whom he bad left on board of the Junk, and huving brought them on board of 
his own Ship, be immediately weighed Anchor and got under sail taking with him the 
four beforementioned Chingese Qeq Toako and Mjoun Khing Li Tanke and Oei) Peauwko, 

That they the Deponents on the same morning about 7 o'clock got in sight of three 
large Ships and a Grab, which shewed Engtich colourn, @ Boat from which came ty their 
Junk about 12 o'clock at noon, whose Commander enquired afer what had occorred to 
them and signed the Relation of him the first Deponent, further assuring them that the 
last said ships were Durch Ships and that the Rear Admiral Schryver was on beard one 
of them, 

That the same immediately-pursned thelr Voyage, Steering towards the above ssid 
English Ships, and he the Deponent continued his Voyage to Hatavia. All the foregoing 
‘Things suted the Deponents declare to be the pure and genuine Trith, and to be ready 
if tequired thereto to confirm the same on Oath. - 

Thus done and passed in the Secretary Genotal's Office on the Day first above written 
in the Presence of Dirk Renevenkamp and Jan Hindick Dorren Sworn Clerks ag Witnesses, 
Underneath siood (some Charncter put thereby) Jan Jfaadte anid djing Jongho (lower). 
In Token of me (waa signed) D. D. Van Haak firsy Sworn Clerk (on the stile stood.) In the 
Presence of us (was signed) D, Renevenkamp and J, H. Dortin (lower forthe Interpretating 
was signed) L. Goossen and Lo Tjoenkong (further stood). The tilnute of this was duly 
signed by the Deponents, the underwritten Grat Clerk, the Witnesses, the Translator of the 
Malay Language Goossen ond ihe Secretary of the Chinese |. Tjotnkong for the Interpreta- 
tion, (undergeath stood). Quod Atvestor (was signed) D, Dran Haak First Sworm Clerk 


0 


A true Translation, Conformable to the Original of ihis deposited 
A. L. GILpEEt, ti the Dutch Factory at Canton jn China. 
Dutch Translator. ]x. Bewtite, 
Secrefary, 


On this 27th Day of April 1783 appeared before me Daniel Diedrick Van Hunk 
Srat Sworn Clerk in the General Secretary's Office of the Hon'ble Supreme tndia Gavernment 
ai Batavia, In presence of the Witnesses hereafter mentioned; Aide! Salih Nattve 
of Samarang and there serving under the Captain of the Malays, by appearance of the 
Age of 18 or 19 years, who lor the take of Trith declared, that he went in the Beslaning 
of this year a4 Passenger on the Vessel olone Aroha: Afeda from Samarang to Sind and 
there afterwards hired himself aa a anilor on a Vessel of the King of Siac, which was on lie 
Departure from thence to Samarang, to bring a Cargoe of Rice, commanded by the 
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Asacteda Kaaija and a Mate named fatje Moessa (beside the Anachoda Native of Kamper) 
and manned with Nineteen Sailors, One of whami he the Deponent Was 

That he the Deponent having sailed from Siac with this Vessel, to the hestof his 
Recollection an the 1th or 1th of March this year, after sailmg twenty days met aboot 
Palembang oppasite » certain River called Ocepang, two Ships lying at anchor there, a Goat 
from. which. rowed to his Vessel, and having approached; the People in it who were 
Englishmen, ordered his dmecdoda to beat down upon these Ships, to come town anchor 
by them and to shew ikem = Pass. 

‘That this Vessel thereupon haying come to an anchor near these Ships, the Anachodsa 
with four sailurs, among whom he the Deponent was ime, the names of the other three being 
idian Chatlep, and Jurahatod were rowed'in a Chiawmpane to ame al the English Ships, being 
followed by the said English Boat. 

That-he the Deponent having come along side of one of those English Ships with the 
Chiampang the Anachoda went on. board of that Ship with the Pass and he the Deponent 
together with ins companions remained in the Boat, but were afterwards ordered by the 
English to come aleo on boand.. 

That he the Deponent and his three Companions having in obedience thereto climed up 
the sule amd got mpon the Quarter Deck of the Ship without finding the Anachoda 
there, were asked io the Malay Language by one, whom he the Deponent tock to be 
a Boggis, and had the appearance of a Slave, from whence they came and whither going. 
That be the Deponent with his Companion thereupon answered that they came from Siac 
and imended guing to Samarang for a Cargoe of Rice, the English Captain who, he the 
Deponent was informed, was nomed Maclary, im consequence ordered them to go into the 
Hole of his Ship, which having accordingiy done, there came some Englishmen with’ ropes 
to bind them, That he the Deponedt with bia Companions protested against it, saying what 
have we done amiss, that we should be bound, however that the English notwithstanding 
proceeding in their Inteation, they got loose from them and jumped into the Sen, with the 
Intention of swimming to their Vessel ; that He, the Deponent atid his eaid three Companions, 
attempting to do this, the armed People of the Eaylish Ship who rowed afer them, abo. his 
three Companions dead with their Muskets as they swam, ao that be only returved buck to 
hia Vesse) nnwounded. | 

That a little Time after there came alsa on board of that Vessel a large English Boat or 
chatoupe with fifteen urmed Englishmen who ordered hiin the Depanent with the yet remain: 
ing sinteem men to get iato it, and afierwards took everything our of the Vessel that suited 
them, and bavmg madea Hole in the Keel, sunk her. That he the Depanent with the 
remaining Sixteen men were carried inthe Boat to the English Ship, ani having got to the 
Ship (as near ad he can guess) about rz o'clock at noon, they went in ane by one, and were 
vistted hy armed men, who took away from them whatever Arms they had soch geare of 
ATewang and were carried down with both logs fastened ina Block, which made him then 
Perceive, that oust have been the Pate also of thy Amarhoda. | 

That after they had thus sat for an Hour in the Stocks on board of the Engtish Ship, the 
English Captain Maclary came below, visited them, and aher having spoken with his People, 
catised him the Deponent, with one other of his Companions named Tjeno to be loosened 
from: the Stocks, and: Ieft them at Liberty, as be imagines on account of theit youth, to go 
loose about the ahip, however bound them (owardé the Evening to the Mast with Ropes 
about their waists, in which situation they were obliged to pass that and the fallawing nights, 

That a small quantity of bad black Rice and # small dry Fish was given daily to each 
of them for their Food and that whenever they had occasion \o go to the Ship's. Head, they 
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were always accompanied thither and back again by two armed Englishmen, who followed 
them with Pistols read} cocked and Immeilutely put into the Stocks again all the others of 
the Crew except him the Deponent and Tjeno That after they had thus passed five Days 
on board ol the English Ship, about jo o'clock in the morning, the Amachida Kaija was 
brotight up, and stretched oat upon the Deck, beld fast by some Europeans ; and his Head 
chopped off by another with an axe, and afterwards thrown into the Ses, that the same was 
afterwards dotie ta the Chief Officer Jutje Moessa aod that immediately after that, the 
remaining fourteen mon were brought up one by one with their arms tied behind them with 
Ropes, and eo thrown overboard into the Sea, such of them as did not immediately sink, 
being shot to Death with Muskets, which be the Deponent imagines may very well have 
been seen through the windows by the Anachoda of the Chineese Junk, whom he recognised 
at the Time of passing thie in the Person of Tan Mosthe who together with other Chineese 
were in the Cabbin, That he the Depanent together with his Companion Tjeno, were also 
laid hold of, to be in like manner throws inte the Sea, but-were afterwards let loose at the 
solicitation of the Macao Captain and delivered over to him who brought them hither, and 
hail a little before come on board of that ship, and bees a witness of these creel murders 

That the English commitied these crest murders, langhibg, sporting, and making them- 
‘selves drunk, without being inthe least moved bythe sopplications and eryings of ‘these 
unhappy Victims to thelr Cruelty, 

He the Depanent farther declares that nothing had been undertaken or done by his 
aforesaid Unhappy Ship Companions, that could be constructed into any Resistance and by 
which they might otherwise endeavour to find Excuse for this cruel moteacre, and that such 
was also altogether impossible as they were constantly kept without Armsor Weapons, and 
watched Night and Day by an European with a Draws Sword. 

And further deposing-to have beard from the Anachoda that the Pass was signed and 
gtanted bythe King of Siac The Deponent declares all the aforewritten siate fo be in 
every Respect conformable tv Trath; and to he ready, if required, to make Oath thereto, 

Dane and passed in the Secretary General's Office on the Way mentioned in the fret 
Part hereal, under the Interpretation of the Malay Translator Leendert. Goossen and in. 
the Presence of Dirk Rawekamp and Jan Hendjck Dorrien Sworn Clerks as Witnesses. 
There stood under—some characters pot by Abdul Salek, and tower in Token of me—was 
signed ID. Dvan Haak C..G. Clerk ( fn the margin) to the Presence of us owas signed 
D, Rewenkump and Jan Heniick Dorrin (lower) For the Translation (was signed) L, 
Goossen (further an wtood). The Morate hereof was duly signed by the Deponent, ihe 
Sworn Cletk at witness and the Translator Goossen for the. Interpretation and me the 
utider written, Underneath stood Quand Attestor (was signed) D. Dyan Haak fire Seom 
Clerk conformable to the Original deposited in the Dutch Factory at Canton im China, 


Fe. BERTieen, 
A, L. GILpert, Secretary, 
Dutch Translator. 


i78s. P. P. 3999-3391, O.0., agth October No, 14. 








To Bompay, 
FORT WiLtiam, 
24th Cotoder 1784. 
Having called apon Capt. McLary to reply to the charge alledged ayainat him 
io the petition which you tranemitted to us from Mr. Slnyskin, we recelved the enclosed 
letter and papers trom Capt, Maclary which we take this occassion to forward to you that 
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you. may communicate them ta the parties who think themeclves aggrieved ; and, if they 
ahall not be satisfied with this explanation, we request that pou will aceubint them, the 
Courts of Justice are open for redressing thele wrongs if they shall think proper to commence 
2 prosecution against him, hut that itis not in our power Lo interfere further in this matter, 
We are dear Sir, ete. 
(Unsigned draft letter of Governor General and Connell at Fort William). 


1783, 0. C., rath Feb. No, a, 
To WARREN Hastinas, Eso., GOVERNOR-GENERAT, OF INDIA. 
Sik, 

Pione Junk béing dispatched from Canton, wlth goods ae per inclesed list amounting 
to 35,390, Min Canderim, to be delivered at Batavia, was stopped by Captain MacClary and 
flundered of all the cargo abe had-on board. 

[hope yoo, as Great Governor of the English, will see justice dane to me, as my nation 
aré in peace with the English everywhere ; and it is very hard and eroel that | mug suffer 
this great loss, whe f have for many years back been kaown ta all the Super-Cargoes at 

As tam informed that Captain MacClary is gone to Bengal, | hope you will make kim 
deliver up the goods to you, and the produce thereof to remit to the English Super-cargoes 
at Canton with orders to pay me (he same as also the damages that | have avetaimed hy my 
vessel being stopped and plundered by Captain MacCliry. 

Be assured [shall always be glad to render every service iy my power to you and the 
other English Super-Cargoes here, for thls especial piece of service in seting justice donna to 
me. 
| (No signature, 
[Enclosed In the Letter from Canton 26th November 1782.) 


172% PLP, to69-1085, 0. C., 24 Feb. No, 6 
Macao, 
Howie Se, 

The pitacies committed by Captain John McClary, after his departure from the Port of 
Bengal, | pretume, your Honour his been informed :—It being imcombent on me from the 
‘Sppaintiment, J hold ander Government, | cannot ayoid addressing your Honour on so 
important ¢ubject. The heavy loses that his most faithful Majesty's Subjects have suifered 
‘being represented to me are as follows ;—He captured and almost in sight of oor Flag, » 
sloop, entirely Portuguexe property, which had sailed from this Port bound to Manilla 
Without attention to ler pass or manifest, immediately bore awny with ber fur ihe China 
‘Lslands, where unfortunately a strong gale came on; the vessel struck, went te pieces, and 
moat of the crew perished, 

The President and Members of the Senate of this Town belng empowered to: jodge of 
causes of this nature, and tosee justice done to the parties:—Captain: McClary at the tithe, 
being coder arrest, his cause was well examined into, und |t was resolved that he should pay 
the amount of the sloop and carzo to her owners, to which he agreed. 

_ He-then proceeded to Canton, where he pablitkly bragged that he would be revenged 
of the inhabitants of this place, that he would take and plander every vessel of thelrs dll he 
Phafully repaid himseif: 
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Having been fully informed that these were his intenitlons, | made a protest, and laid (t 
before the Hon'ble Ctanpany's Super Cargoes, for thelr consideration, a copy of which, with 
thelr answer 1 now have the bononr to enclose for your perasal, 

Notwithstanding the steps | ‘took, Captain McClary bas captured since two chips 
belonging to the inhabitants ofthis town, under most barbarous pretences. | am confident 
there is no law in the world that can warrant such mode of proceeding. This ia not only 
what lato be considered, but the many disagreeable consequences that may attend the good 
understanding that has so long subsisted between the two nations. 

1 hope you will prevent any future misunderstanding ; aa 1am sensible your Honour is 
possessed of every quality, that can adorn one to fill the: appointment you held under his 
Britanick Majesty; I shall not take ap your time, as the President and Membera ‘of the 
Senate of this Town intend to address your Honour more at large on the subject. 

(Sa) Fras. X. DeCastro, 
CASTAS ANKER, 


Macao, tle @fA December 378, 
To ‘THE Howste WARREN Hastinas, E52, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND COUNCIL. 


Howse Sm AND GENTLEMEN, 

The behaviour of John McClary has been the cause of great losses to the Subjects of 
the Crown of Portugal ; inhabitants of the Town of Macao. 

John McClary on the 19th of May captured a Sloop, that was bound from this place to 
Mannilla, property of two Merchants, inhabitants of this Town ; She had been purchased by 
the Said Portuguese Merchants—in June 1779 before the Publication of the war between 
Great Britain and Spain. 

The captured people were used contrary to the rules of hospitality by the Command- 
ing Officer on board of the Privateer, he did not a3 much as examine her pass or manifests, 
nor wou'd be permit them to correspond with each other, norto write to thia Town, where 
Caplain McClary was at the time, and for whoin the Commanding Officer was waiting. 

By accounts that the Chinese received af the captured Sloop being totally los, and 
olneteen of her people drowned, among them was one of the Owners ; on the receipt there- 
of Captain McClary was confined. 

By virtue of a representation made by the Owners, Captain John McClary was delivered 
over to ye Court, who enquiring very particularly into this affair, found that the whole 
‘ofthe Sloop's Cargo belonged to Subjects of the Crown of Portugal, Emperor of China, 
and Armenian Merchants, residents of this Town 

John McClary, being ordered to deposit the Amount of the Cargo, and damages; A 
bill was Gled, and Johu McClury appointed as his Attormeys Messrs David Lance and 
William Fisher, Super Cargoes of the Hon‘ble Company, and he declared, that, he would 
ablde by whatever they shoud do. 

John McClary being |aformed of every circumstance in writing —his Attorneys having 
desired to have the perusal of the Sloops Accounts, Bonds, Xe. They accordingly were 
immediately presented to his Attorneys Messrs. Lance & Fisher on the 6th of July ryt. 
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The Deeds were revurned by his Attorneys, with their answer No. 4~Signed by them. 
John Mc Ciary being informed of the whole of the proceedings to that Period “Said, if the 
Proprietors of the Sloop woud agree to take 200 Chests of Opitim, he in the meuntine 
woud give as hie Security for the Delivery of i, lis Attorneys jointly with James Bradshaw, 
Esq., first Super-Cargo to the Hon'ble Company ; provided they wou'd leave him at liberty 
to goto his Vessel, which was off Tiger's head near Canton, and that be afterwards wou'd 
return to fulfill his Agreement which was signed by him the said John McClary. 

At the repeated request of the Atiornsys of the said McClaty, the proprietors of 
the Sloop accepted of the 200 Chesta of Opium, the Duties to be Discharged by them; by 
which they are great losers, as the Cargo of the Sloop amounted to 6a,yo9-95 Aros, the 
Cost of the Sloop, Disbursements, &ca. added amount to £9,600 pe ae 

The Letter of Licence waz reyisternd before the Judges, bya Notary Publick, and 
signed by ihe Hon'ble Company's Super-Cargoes. | 

Oa the loth of July McClary embarked to go on board of his ship, and on the 19th 
instant deliver'd 200 Chests of Opium, in conformity to his agreements, with the Proprietor 
of the Sloop, who were equally satisGed ; The cause then was extinct at pr Copy No 1. 
The Judges behaved with great Candor on their sides. That Captain McClary might the 
better defend himself and prove that he was not a Pirate, he presented a Letter of Marque, 
passed and signed, by the Coancil of Bengal, with the Hon'ble Company's Seal, being tran- 
slated loto Portuguese, it was joined to the Deeds, and (im Consideration’ of his being pos: 
sessed of the said Letter of Marque, he waa not treated as a Pirate. 

In the Monsoon of ‘1782 the maid McCiary sailed from Canton for the Streighte of Banca, 
where he mde prisoners of many Chinese and Captured several Malacca Vessels and 
Crnelly murder'd many Malays; He also Captured Twe Vessels belonging to this Town ;— 
The Sve. Maria Mayer, and the SAs. Aetonte Neve, making Prisoners of the Cap- 
talns and Ship's Company, and Obtiged the subjects of the Crown of Portogal, when at the 
Ports of Mallacca to stand to his Guns, and Fight against a French Privateer, and a 
Dutch ship,—the said McClary went on purpose after into the said Ports, all this agains: 
the consent of our people. 

The reason he gives for having captured the Sta, Afaria Mayor is as follows, after 
nine days, as appears by a receipt No. 4; he declared that it was to repay himself of the 
sumy of Eighty Thousand Dollars, that was taken from him at this Town ;—After using the 
Captain ada prisoner, he put him imto a small sloop, which he the said McClary had 
Captured—and which he had before this an intention of sinking, in consequence of which 
he had taken her sails and stores out, and in this manner delivered her to the Captain of 
the Sante Maria Mayer, who with great risk went in her to ianavin. 

The aforesaid McClary jointly with Captain Bracey captured the ship Ste. Anfomig 
eve | giving no other reason for this strange manner of acting, than that, they were 
informed ahe was Freighted by the Dutch; because she happened to have a small part of 
her Cargo on freight for Battayia; Which was unmediately declared to them, on their 
coming on board of the Ship Sia, Anienio Novo: But there was not the least attention 
paid to cur Pass Port or Flag— They declared that they had a Letter of Marque granted 
them by the Supreme Council of Bengali: Sealed with the Seal of The Howt'ble 
United Company of Merchants Trading to the East Indies’ Vassals to the King of Great 
Brittain,” | 

We think what we have related, respettiiig the iwo Privateers, demands pour most 
serious consideration, and a complete satisfaction to the Vassals of the Crown of Poursngal, 
as likewise for the Affront done to His most Faithful Majesty's Flag, ial 





434 BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT. 





A Resalution passed em the Bik July 2780 expressly orders us to support liberty in 
Trade, but in the meantime, not to let an Insult be offered to our Flag. | 

His Majesty was alaa pleased to declare to his aubjecix A Resolution of the Neutral 
Powers—the Sth May 1761, 

The King of Great Brittain had published a Resolution of 24 Articles for the better 
regulation of Privateers—ander date of 2ret Uncember 1780, There was one article added 
after, under date igth February 1751 to pay particular Respect to the Flag of Printes in 
Friendship with Great Brittain; being subject to make the most ample, and complete 
satisfaction to the parties offended, and be severely chastized, shoud they In. the least 
deviate from the roles laid down, | 

The Senate expecta of your Hon'ble Board compleat satisfaction, for the Ipjories and 
severe losses caused to the Vassala of his most Faithful Majesty,—likewise for the affront 
done to our Flag. 

The subjects of Great Brittain have ever. been rreated in this Town, with all the atren- 
tion, equal to the great Friendship that has ever subsisted between oor Monarchs, tho’ the 
Inbabitanta of this Town, have severely felt the beavy Josses—thar Captain John 
MecClary haa heen instramental ta—Yerit has mot altered til) this period the good and 
friendly understanding that stibsisted. 

The Vassals of His most Faithful Majesty confide in the Justice of the Howble Jadges 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Bengal, aa most Faithful representatives of the King 
of Great Brittain. 

The Senate of Macan. very justly expects entire satisfuction, not only by the restitution 
of the two ships, that were Captured belonging to thia Town. The Santa Maria Mayor 
of Messrs. Antonio Botelho, Homen, Bernader Pessoa, and Agostinibo Antonio Spada, and 
the Ship Sama Aatonio Neve to Mr, Simiaode Aranjo Rom. Ag also lor all the damages 
and disappointments caused to the Inhabitants of this 

We have the Honour to conclade with esteem, 
Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 
Your most Obedient humble Servants, 
(Sd.) MawoxL VicENTE Rots Prrkeina 
ALFERES M08, 
Seorefary fo fhe Senale, 
jor: DE MImaANDA De Sova. 
JOore ANTONIO DE AnRKOD, 
Joxo RIBEIRO GUIMAREINS. 
Joao Pisto pe Castro. 
SIMAO DE ARANSO ROZA, 
MANOEL PERSIA DA FONCECA. 
A true Translation 





(Sd.) 


To THe Hon'ale WARREN HAstinas, Esq. 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL, &CE, SUPREME COUNCIL. 
GENTLEMEN, 
By the Neaswch now diapatched We do oarselves the hinor td enclose Trigticate of our 


Letter to you dated the 26th Noveme last, together with the several) Papers enclosed ber 
Expences here we have not yet settled, which is the reaton we do not forward them by her, 
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We are sorry the Chests of Opium were not covered In the usual manner with Gurmnies, 
it would have preserved the Cheats, (which are wow ia very bad order? as weil a4 the Opium 
from damage, We bey leave to inform you that only fifteen Cheats have yet been delivered 
tw the purchaser, ont of which one has been returned, being leaves and dirt mixed with a 
small quantity of Opin, 

We request your care of the enclosed Packets for Fost St, George, Bombay and 
Bencovlen, and 

t have the Honor te be, 
GENTLEMEN, 


CANTON, Decamp sath 1782 Your most abedient h’ble Servants 
jas. BRADSHAW 
GEO, ROGERS. 


Auk, RORSUCK 
HENRY BROWNE 
Gronce Cine 
PS .<—We have been requeated to CHARLES Enwp, Picow 
lose you a letter from the Owner of the HENay SANE 
fonk plundered by Captn. ‘McClary in Davin Lance 





which he represents his joss, and begs your Too. FReeMaN 
protection, Taomas Korck VAN Mrcnop 
785 0. G a7th February, No. 18 8, 
To THE Hon’sLE WARREN HASTINGS, 
GoverNor GENERAL. 


i take the liberty to inform your Honour of my artival from Macao at this place My 
only object in view la that your Honor will canse: jestice to be done me In my claim of the 
ship S?. Antonie, captured by Captaing MacClary end Gracey aa also the great joss | have 
sustained ; which I presume the Hon'ble Companies Super-Cargoes at Canton have more 
folly informed your Honour, 

When it will be convenient to your Honour (6 favour ime with an andience | shall have 
the honour to walt upon your Houour. 
(Sd.) MANUEL VINCENT Rozane Banros. 


i783. O..C, roth March, No. 12, B. 
For? WILLIAM, 
roth March 1743, 
To Jaues BkansHaw, Es9., | 
CHinr awp Strna-CARGOES, AT CANTON. 
GENTLEMEN, 
Our last letter to you was written by the Worthwmieriand ander date the 26th Angust, 
a copy of which we enclose 
We also enclose triplicate lets of the certificates issued by us both upon the Curgoes of 
the Seiey and Verret and a list of those by the former for which you will be pleased to 
grant Lille of Exchange on the Hon‘ble the Count of Directors agreeably to the desire 
expressed in our letter to you of the 26th August las, and apon the tenms which we had 
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agreed upon with the holders as condition in the present certificates. We have only to remark 
that some names have'been added to the lai since that period and we have granted fresh 
certificate, the former being rendered vold. a 

We have lately received your letters by the Vomsuch dated ibe 26th of November and 
12th of December last. 

We are concerned that the oplum which we consigned to you by the Vemswh did not 
turn out to better account. The competition of private Macao merchants for the sale of 
their opitim would no doubt impede that of the Company's and we were aware of this cir- 
cumsiance before we diapatched it, but we knew that the traffic of ihe Macao ships in 


general was not extensive nor could be in this article when the greatest part was engrossed 
for the Company, besides jt would neither have been just mor proper te lay a sndden 
embargo on its exportation for the sake of favoring the Company's risk. 

As you have not appriced us of your wants for the ensulng season and discouraged as 
from any further attempts to supply your Treasury by the produce of opium shipped on 
the Company's account, we hare not resolved upon any plan for alfording you aszisiance 
In the point of supplies from this place, 

We observe your expected deficiency of tonnage for the transportation af your invest- 
ment to Exsope and shall endeavour to obviate this inconvenience by forwarding the 
following ships to their destination at Canton In time, as we hope, to be laden in December 
next. They arrived too late to be able to effect the voyage to China in the course of the 
last season, and have consequently been employed in services most essential and necessary 
tothe public |nteresta. 

The appearance of the French fleet so near to the mouth of this river as Ganjam, 
while our's wis at Bombay, has forsome time past prevented the ships from sailing, bur 
they have now cargoes wf Saltpetre and Grain for the use of the Presidencles to which they 
are first bound and we have desired that they may be dispatched to you from thence withoul 
loss of time, 

Ships salling for Madras and China— 


TAe Avent 5 sei hie hen «» STOAKES 
Latham ani au: ot en = ROUERTSON 
Caleta eee ane oot ane » THOMEON 
Chesterfield Tr aan den +7 «: BOSWELL 
For Bombay and China— 

' : aoe faa ed ina is DEMPSTER 
Alfred - Sey. 11 ret «. BROWN 
Hawke ww» COTTON 


Ceres and Jalbot, loviead of coming here, have been obliged to rail for Bambay. 

The letter, which we have received from you of the 26ih November being marked 
triplicate, did not contain the papers which it refere to concerning Captain McLasy: we 
nevertheless read with attention your former representation of the 1gth November 1781, 
respecting his proceedings at China accompanied by a protest against him toy welzitig 
Dutch ship in the river at Whampoa. At the tine when We received this letter, Captain 
McLary being absent, we could not take any notice of the complaint which it contained Ip 
the month ‘of July fast, soot after his orrival, os charge was preferred against him and 
Mr. John O'Donnell accusing them with having ordered several Malays Jn the 
mreights of Malacca : we caused them tn be imaediately apprehended, and entered into a. 
jormal und “particular examinail of the evidence produced in support of hls 
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accusation, but released Captain McLary fot against whour there were proofs or valid 
qromais for = indictment, and Mr, O'Donnell waz sent to take hin gtrial by the Court of 
Admiralty at Madras by whom he was acquitted, 

We likewise received a memorial and complain} against Captain McLary from Mr. 
Sluysken, « Dutch prisoner of war at Surat, desiring our assistance to obtain satisfaction for 
his property in the Gold, Pearl, evc., anid to have been detained by Captain McLary from on 
board the Dutch ship which he captared at Whampoa, We called upon Captain McLary, 
and received his reply thereto, a copy of which we enclosed. 

Complaints were about the same time preferred to ux by the Super-Cargoes of some For- 
tugoeze ships at thia port against Captain McLary for acta of piracy said to have been com- 
mitted by him (and to which you allude m your jetter now before us), in the seimure of two 
ships of that nation near the sireights of Banca. 

In reply to the memorial from Mr. Slaysken we desired the Prendent and Council at 
Bombay to impart to him Captain McLary's letter im vindication of himself, and to acquain 
him that the Court of Justice, which was the only power in this country competent to grant 
him redress for the loss he had dustained, was open to any prosecution he might think pro- 
per to institute against Captain McLary or others, either for the recovery of his property in 4 
civil sult of ta punish a criminal offence. 

With respect to the Portuguese Super-Cargoes, we informed them likewise that we pos 
sessed ho judicial powers which could enable us to satisfy their claim, bat if any one of them 
would remain here to prosecute it in the Supreme Court, and procore the evitlence of the facts 
which might be necessary to establish the allegations, we would grant hin all the assistance 
and eupport in our power to obtain a legal decision, but none of them were willing to under: 
take the prosecution nor to atay here to give their evidence, In It not being ad we presume 
sufficiently interested to engage in a measure of this kind {to the prejadice of thelr more 
immediate avocationa. 

Within these few days we have received a letter from the Portuguese Government at 
Macao pan the subject of these claims ; and persops, a5 we believe more nearly concerned in 
the property of the captured ships, have come bere to assert their rights to a restitution of 
their effects, and to seek a compensation for damages by whom also we have been addressed 

We have submitted a state of the case to the Company's Advocate-General with’ all 
the papers (ransmitted to us by the Government at Maca for his opinion on the properent 
and most effectual means to be pursued for obtaining complete redress to the injured parties 
and we shall act Immediately upon hig report being determined, in vindication of the national 
honour and in support of the complainants, who have # right to our protection, to grant them 
the use of the Company's Law officers with every proper leyal assistance and support in the 
prosecution of thelr just claims which may be necessary to attain @ due redribiction, 

You must be seasible that we possess no judicial powers to enquire into complaints of 
this nature We feel ourselves exceedingly distressed in the appeals which have been made 
ta os, and whick can only be heard and redreased by a regular process of Law. :At the same 
time we have done ell that depended on us by (nstrycting the parties in the necestary forms 
and granting them the assistance of our attorney and advocate to carry in a civil walt, but if 
a criminal prosecution is intended |t will be necessary to refer them to the prisoners of Fort 
St. George, where a competent admiralty jurisdiction exists by the old charter, tho’ its 
powers are defective al this place, We have written a reply to the Government of Macao 
copy of which we enclosed, 

We areconcerned toobeerve the differences which haveanbeisted betweenthe rieepedipeen 
pacy's Super-Cargees and the Portuguese Government af Macao as a good undetsty 
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between you ls so material to the success of the Company's concerns i» China and so 
necessary to your own gase and welfare, We have transmitted copies of the papers which 
we received from you to our Resident at. Goa, with directions to lay them before the Governor- 

Generalof that place for the interposition of his controlling power to secore a proper 
attention te your privileges, and to bring about a perfect reconciliation between you. The 
Resident will take Gest opportunity of notifying to you the success of his application. You will 
see by our letter to the Governor at Macao what we have written to them on thig subject, 

We cannct aveld taking notice ofa passage In your letter of 26th November wherein you 
say-“ that you have not had the pleasure to receive any answer from our Board to any of 
your letters there four years past. We have referred to the letters which you have writes 
tous within the period, and find that we regularly acknowledge the recelpt of them by the 
frat dlispatches after their arrival and advised you as regularly ef our proceedings and 
determinations in consequence whether to supply you with fundy for the provision of the 
Company's investment or ta perform other acts which regarded your establiahment ; and, 
though we did not take ip paragraph by paragraph fer the purpose nf entering into the 
detaila of along and circumstantial reply to all of the letters, we kept yoo substantially 
informed of every arrangement and circumstance that {1 was requisite for the peblir service 
you should be acquainted with, except In the single instance of furnishing you with our Assay 
Master's report opon various coins which you sent us to have the real fineness and value 
of them ascettalned—which report owing to un accident was nol delivered in to ios till lately. 
We have now the pleasure to enclose a copy of it which we hope will prove satisfactory 
to you, ? 

Mr, George Templer, having represented to ua that his certificates granted upon the 
Nonsuch Cargo, were all lost in thelr way to Canton, we have given him afresh set taking 
from him an indemnification against the appearance of the furmer, and. have inserted a 
clause totitlling bim to Bills at the same rate of exchange as the former Bills granted by you 
upon this consignment with interest at Rs. 8 per cent, from the date of the said Bille, “ll 
the period when Billa shall be granted to him. As we understand that some others are. in 
the same predicament we have made the rule general. which we observed io this instance 
and request your complaint with it, accordingly. 

Since writing the above we have received your original letter of the 26th November bya 
Portugueze ship with the papers concerning Captain McLary enclosed. 

Mr. Abraham Lister, who js now here, has presented a memorial jo wa complaining 
of oppressions from the Macao Government, but, as it appears from his own representation 
that he drew them upon himself by the violence of his behaviour at Canton, we cannot 
think him entitled to the interference of my Government. 

We remain, Sir, etc. 
(Unsigned draft of the GowrnorGeneral 
and Council.) 
1753. 0, ©, ro Mar. No. 13: 
To His Excet.encey Dox Xaviex DECASTRO, 
Govurnorn, &c., MEMTENS OF THE COUNCIL AT MACcAG, 
GENTLEMEN, 

We have had the bonour to receive your lettor of the 4th of December lust « 
of acts of Piracy said to have been committed upon ships of your nation in the sinvatis of 
Borneo by Captalo John McLary, The Governor-General has also received and laid before 
us a defer from your Governor of (he end of thal month upon the same subject, 


CAPT. JOHN MACLARY'S PRIVATEERING CAREER. 339 


We could not help feellng concern aod indignation at reading the circumstances of 
Captain MeLary’s conduct as set forth im these letters, Willing as were be, to afford yor 
all the assistance of our Government in panishing an offence of this enormous nature, spon 
sufficient proofs of the fact being produced, we can only lament the want of powers in our- 
selves to prant yor this immodiate satlafaction, bot the nature of our constitution ls anch that 
delinquents can only be tried by certain legal forms before a competent court of judicatare 
and by a process of lawful evidence. 

In the month of fast the auner-cargoes of some Portuguese ships, which were thea in 
thia port, preferred a complaint to us upon this aabject against Captain McLary, and being 
desirous to afford the most speedy and effectual redress to the persons aggrieved, we readily 
offered aur support and the assistance of the Company's Law Officers to prosecate their 
claims; If any one of them would remain for that purpose and collect the evidence required, 
hut this they declined to do, aad It was not possible to proceed upon bare information, 

We declare ourselves equally inclined and ready at this time to grant the advice .and 
sesistence of our Law Officers to the patties who have been injured, if they or any person on 
their behalf will attend with proper witnesses and proofs to establish the charge; and we 
have no doubt they will In that case obtain ample and satisfactory redress, but, without these 
precautions, any enquiry must doubtless fall to the ground, and rather tend to the acquittal of 
the person accused than to his conviction. 

We are varprized to find by letters which we have received from the Company's Super- 
Cargors at Canton and by coples of-a series of correspondence which passed between your 
Gavernment and that Cooncll that you have menaced them with reprisals for the acts of 
Captain McLarty and others which you had reason to find faclt with. 1: appears to na that 
auch a conduct ja you would have been equally criminal and reprebensible with that which 
you complain of in Captaia McLary, as the Law of Nations requires that the rights of jadivi- 
dusts should be invariably respected and protected aniong all civilized states. Indeed we 
cannot suppost that pour Government would be guilty of any infraction of iti For our own 
part we joia most heartily with you in wishing to bring those definquents to justice wha 
have been accused of acting in defiance of the Laws, We therefore anxiously wait to be 
possessed of the only means by which it can be done—we mean the evidence required 
by a Coort of Law, that a regular suit may be instituted by the parties here im the supreme 
Court of Jadicature for the recovery of damages or crimlnal prosecution commenced before 
a competent Court of Admiralty, but neither of these Courts nor the powers of our Govern- 
ment are sufficient to grant redress forthe injury which yoo complain of as suffered by 
your fag. If you think it necessary to Invist upon the point we must bey leave to refer 

you to a higher authority in Europe, 








We are, ¢te., 
Fort Wriiiam, fe roth Afarch £723. (Unsickap Daarz.) 
783, 0.0 , both March, No, 14) 

oth March, 1753. 

To Ma. CHAgtes ChomMELtN, 

RESIDENT AT Goa. 
Si, 
Wo enclose copies of a letter and sundry accompanying papers which we have received 


from the Company's Super Cargoes at Canton containing a correspondence between them and 
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the Portuguese Government at Macao of whose conduct and threats towanls them they 
hare complained t9 op. As we agree with the Super Cargoes in the opinion that the jemers 
from the Governor of Macao are highiy disrespectful, we desire that you will lay them before 
the Captaln-General ot Goa, with o desire thar he will make proper notice of them by 
the authority which he possesses, and that be will be pleased to prescribe euch a line of 
conduct to be observed by the Government at Macao towards the Company's Super-Cargoes 
that they may oot be subject to like indignities in future. Woe enclose an extract ofo 
letter which we have written for the Government at Macao on thik anbject, the parport of 
which may be repeated in your remonstrances apon this occasion. We desire you will 
acquaint the Super Cargoes at Canton as well as us with the result of your negotiations on 


We are, ete., 
(DRart OF LETTER OF GOV.-GENE. AND COUNCIL.) 
6783, O.C., toth March, Mo. rg. 
CaLcurra, 
1otk Afarcl, 1783 
To j., P. Aurion, Esq. 
Sik, 

Understanding that by the ship lately arrived from China, complaints have been made 
of my conduct as commander of the Dadaloy by the Government of Macan, | hope that the 
Hon'ble Board qill not deem it improper in ue to request that { may be allowed 10 have 
a-copy of the charges which have been taid against me, in order that may be enabled to 
prepare @ justification. 

{ am, OCs, 
Joum McCLaky. 


1783, o.c, soth March, No. 72 
| 18/4 dfarch, 1783. 
To JAMES PETER AVRIOL, Esp,, 

SECRETARY TO THE Genenal.. DEPARTMENT. 
SIR, 

Irequest that you will please to acquaint the Honorable Board that, in purumance of 
their orders ta me to assist Messrs Francisco Navier de Cuatro, Agustinno Antonio Spada 
and others in their demand upon Mr. Macklary for seizing the ship Santa Jferia Mayor 
and cargo, an attion of trover has been brought for them agsinat Messrs, Keble, Patrice and 
Pulaley, to whom Mr, Macklary sold the ship, and judgment given this day in favor of the 
former for 1,10,000 sicca rupees, at which price jt appesred*Messrs,’Keble, Petrie amd Parley 
bod purchased ber. An action ls now showt to be brought against Mr, Macklary to recover 
damages for the value of the cargo and the loss of the voyage. 

1 request you will please atthe same time to acquaint the Honorable Board that 
Mr, De Barros and Mr, D'Royar, op whose account the Board have also directed we to ike 


legal steps to recover the Safat Antoni» and cargo, which have bean seimed by Mr, Mclary, 
bave agreed to sobmit their claims to arbitration. 


[ am, ¢tc., 
GEO. WeottoHTON, 
Atty: for ye Hon'ble Company. 
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1783, O.C., 22nd May, No. 3. 
OUpom the Questions 

In what manner ihe Board shall proceed to afford the redress required by the Portuguese 
Governor of Macao for piracies stated to have been committed in the Chinn seas by john 
McClary upon the subjects of Portugal? 

iw Advocate-Geueral's Opieion, 

The papers cefer'd do oot appear to me to contalo criminal matter sq charged as to 
warrant this Government in taking any Immediate measures against the person who je the 
object of this complaint. 

Ifthe charges they contain were verified by an information upon oath, it niight then be 
proper to refer the complaints to the ordinary) administration of Justice ; but, in that event, 
it were also due to the honor of Government to inform them that from a» defect in the 
constitution of the Supreme Court of Judicature, it is thought to be, in such cases, totally in- 
adequate to the ends of justice, and that ii were, therefore, adyiceable, if they meant to 
prosecute that they should at once resort tothe Admiralty Jurisdiction of Madras which is 
beyond question competent to the cognizance of such offences, 

_ And here a fair occasion offers to correcta former opinion of mine, upan a reference made 
to me, soon after my arrival in thi country, ofa similar complaint from the Governm 
Batavia, 

then declared that the Admiralty Jurisdiction given by the commission of the sth 
George the 2nd to the late Government, survived to this. Upon better conald fation, | am 
now convinced that there is not any Admiralty Jurisdiction bere that can be exercised with 
effect. Flaving thus retracted this error before i it had any consequences, I would, in the case 
how befor me submit to the Governor eral and Council the propriety of answering the 

oniplaint and demand of satisfaction t to ‘the following effect :— 

That the redrece Jemanded can tot, from the nature of cur constitutim, amd from the 
legal restraints, under which bs must in all its branches and at all times or it, be render'd in 
the summary way which the coniplainants ceem to expect, but that if the parties aggrieved 
will send chose witnesses of the outrages complained of who can establigh them upon cath 
to the satisfaction of the proper Judicatare—from motives of special amity to & People ar all 
times friendly to Great Britain as well as fiom regards to the general interests ofcom- 
merce and respects to the tights of Nations, the complainante ahall receive from this 
Government every proper encouragement and support while from the equity and wisdom 
of our laws, and the known impartiality with which they are administer'd they may be 


alsa assured of redress adequate to. the jojury they may beable to prove they have 
sustained. 














Jous Day, 
Adzovale-General, 
O.C, r7éy. §th July, No. 22, 
To ExwaAkD WHELER, Esgok: AND MEMNERS OF Tne SUPREUE Councit, Tc 
CALCUTTA, 
Hon’ate Sik & Sues, Yast, 
The heavy calamity which has befallen to the ship St. Anméostto-ie firieee, on which | 
embarked with 19 soldiers, aia guard to the property on board, consisting of about goo 
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pines of Madeira wine, and cargo of cotton for this Settlement from Bombay, being totally 
fost at Gosper bank ir this river, together with upwards of go Europeans, and of my mmail 
corps remains now dnly seven privates. 
This misfortene compels meio bope the Hon'ble Board will be pleased to consider 
oor unfortunate situation and order us some relief. 
1 have, etc, 


r7é3,°0.C,, 28h August, No, 3. 


Te His EXCEL acy 
Dow Faeperico GUILLAUME bE Snvza, 
CarTain Geweeal of Goa, £TC 





Fort WILLIAM, 
18/A Augeit $72 
SIR, 

We have been honored by the receipt of a letter from you enclosing the. representa- 
ions of the owner of the ships St Afarta Sfayor ana S$, Anioaté and Aims, with several 
papers and docoments, which, being very voluminous and requiring to be translated before 
we can take them into consideration we can only acknowledge the receipt of them mow and 
assure you that we shall give every attention to them which the subject may demand aa 
£000 as they come completely before ux. 

We can venture also to assure you that the parties have already obtained complete 
redress from the Judicature of this piace, and you will be satisfied of the assiviance and 
support which we have given them In the prosecution of their claims by & reference to the 
enclosed papers, witch contain cur proceedings on this aubject, in consequences of letters 
which we received from the Governor and Council of Macaca. 





We have, ete | 
(Unsigned draft of letter of Governor-General and Council) 








Bengal; Past and Present. 





Ri Las Gir TANTS IP hil rony AT DaAskMARTIAND A 


> OF CUARNERNADORE 


Che Chandernagore Papers. 
SELECTION No. IV, 


I. NICHOLAS pg CALNOIS. 








af: Real tS ICHOLAS pe CALNOIS and his brother Nicholas de 
ear) iy _ Merliere were the sons of old Mr, Nicholas. Nicholas de 

> ae te Calnois wits the husband of Marie Anne Frangois Xavier 
is Ba ei | | My Veride, the eldest daughter (born sth July 1746) of Pierre 
; =? Jean Verlée. She was thus half-sister to the famous Noel 
my Catherine, and after the fateful night of 1773, it was 
Nichoias de Calnoie and his wife who were sent for from Chandernagore by 


G, F, Grand to take charge of hia dispraced child wife 


Ta. 
1778, O.C., 24th August; Novo 


To tite Howvonaniz Warerw Hastines, Esa, 
Goveanor-Gewenal AT CALCUTTA. 
CHANDERNAGORE, 
The 944 August 3778. 
Sim, 

I hal the Honor to wtite you the iy3th of July last and in my quality, heretofore, of 
Ordewatiaur of the French Setilersents in Bengal, required from you that the papers of 
account locked up in the Magazine, which interest those in the service of His Most -Citristinn 
Majesty and several others of his subjects, might be returned to me, to enatile me to cause 
them to be paid hereafter what might be duc to them. Hitherto, Sir, 7 have received oo 
answer from you On this subject I have room to ‘believe that your occupations Have 
occasioned this delay, and that | shall be more fortunate this timd, the Chief of what 
ition sever owing Certain altentions to each other, 
| claimed also by that letter the Notarial Papers and those of the Register concerning 
the different affairs of the French individuals who have resided at Chandernagore or who 
etl) reside there. | have wlse to chwerve to you, Sir, (hat |t inmot possible for them mn setile 
those which may arise between, at ihis jumciure, on account of the total suypersiin of Justies 
occasioned by the capture of this place. (n consequence whervef I cannot, as President of 
the Council which was established here, dispense with requesting aa bah sapere! pry 
officers to continue their functions in the actions which individuals may hare occasion 0 
bring before theen for settling amicably their affaira There were two perso employed in 
this busyness, but thay might be reduced to ong, and Mr. Calnois who wes the Register af 
the Council would alone perform the functions of Register and Nutary.to, recrive anc! putes 
the agreements and conventions of individuals, Licutenant-Colonel Dew in te write you in 











aa 


ot 
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his Favour, 1 fatter myself, Sir, that the demands which | make: of you will meet with no 
difficulties, inasmuch gs I chould not wake them if 1 did not think well founded. 
I have the Honor, efc., 
(Signed): Descnocuzs pe St, Caors. 
A. L. Greener, 
Franch Treastetor- 


r3T, 
1778, O.C., and September, G (1), 


CHANDERRAG ORE, 
The a7th August 2778... 
SIA, 

[ have seen with the greatest concern that the choice which you have made ol Mr. 
Nicholas de Calnoia for exercising the functions of Notary In the Colony of Chandernagore 
which had been entrited to me before its capture The loss of my appointment. has been 
the more sensibly feli by me os if constituted the whole resource of subsistence and support 
of my [aimily and of my wife's father, who is of an age too advanced to gain his Ivelihood. 
The satisfaction which the public received from my services did not seem to promise such an 
event,jand 1 thought I had so much the les reason to fear seeing my mieans of subsistence 
taken from me by Me, Nicolas de Calnois as he is certainly in condition to dispense with the 
advantages attached to my appointment and as thove which he draws from his Registership, 
joined to the subsistence which he receives in quality of Register, are more than sulficent 
to constitute his welfare. | nevertheless find myself deprived, by his nomination to my place, 
of the only means I had of subsisting myself and family and consequently threatened with 
the toast dreadful want. 

You thought perhaps that the duties of Notary and those of Register were mearly the 
same, and that is perhaps what has determined you to unite them in the same person, but 
them to two different persons, which had been observed, This proves that these two places 
aught not to be anited, 

{f you would be kind enough to restore la me my appointment and to authorise me to 
continue the functions of it, you would succour an unfortunate man, without domg prejudice 
a i a anand is certainly very well ina situation to dispense 

The Equity which reigns in all the arrangements which you hive made in the colony 
of Chandernmagore, and the generosity with which you treat all lis inhabitants, gives me every 
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1775, 0.C., 16th November, No, 22. \ 


To ree How're Waeers Hastrives; Esa., 
GovEnwos-Gasenar axon Presment or Supreme Covuncit. 


CHANDERHAGORE, 
27th September 1778. 
How'are Str, | 

Monse. Le Conte bee delivered me the orders of the Hon'ble Board, signified by the 
‘Secretary's letter of the 2nd Inst, directing that the said Monar, Le Conte be allowed to act 
as Notary Publick in the room of Mr. Cainois, and to exercise the functions of ‘hat station 
in the same manner as before the capture of Chandernagore. 1 have, therefore, placed him 
in full possession of his office. 

Grefher, with an extract of the different acts appertaining to that Office, and request to know 
if it i# the pleasore of the Hon'ble Board to continue him in the Excercise of them, 

The Hon'ble Bosnd were alsa pleased to signify to me, by their Secretary's letter of the 
and Inet, that they had claimed af Monar. Chevalier the performance of his engagement, 
made in a Parole given ta Mr. Eliot.ot Outiac to repair to Calcutta and receive the condi 
tits, which the Hon'ble Board might be pleased to prant to French prisoners of War, bul 
that In the oieantime they loft it In his option to determine on the alternative of taking bia 
passage to England by the first ship, which might ail for that place, and in case of his 
consenting to this measure, which would be notified tome, be was ta be allowed to remain 
at Ghiyretta til| the 1st of October; and he was then to be required ty come down to 
Calewite. As that time approaches, and | have mot yet bad the honor to meeive any 
directions concerning lim, | take the liberty to request the favor ef your commands 
regarding him, and am, ete. 

‘P, Grant, Captain, 


423 
©.C..1779, 181h Match, Na 3 


To Wrusas Bureny, Esq. 
ACTING SECRETARY TO THE COUNCIL. 


SIR, . 
Tom favored with your letter of the 18th Instant, informing me of the Hoard’s 
permission for Messrs. Chambon, Calnls, and de la Merliere to remain in Bengal. 

I dic myself the honor to address Mr. Auriol on the t7th Instant, feqneating to be 
informed of the destination of the other lohabitanis of Chandernagore who presented 
memorials, but are refused permission to remain In the commtry, These people are very 
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anxiges to know their fate, that they may bold themselves In readiness to comply with such 
farther orders as the #fon‘ble Board may be pleased to give concerning them. 


I have, etc, 
Captain Crsmtmcanalin eg. 
34. 
O.C, 1779, mt November, No 4 
CHANDERNANORE, 
2644 Cetoter 1779. 
GENTLEMEN, ” = | 

Forced by the death of Mr. LeComte Desmarets, Notary of Chandernagore and by 
the desire of the inhabitants of this Colony, Jo take epon me the charge of the Notarial 
napers, 1 have not bees sble to find any sufficient excuses to alledge for 4 ensinyg to 


continue the function of this public office, an employment af delicacy, az the fortnnes of 
individuals often depends thereon. 1 shall only take the liberty of representing to you, 
Gentlemen, that these papers are very cumerous, that their preservation fa of the utmost. 
importance for the security of a grea: number of families and for foreigners who have bad 
affairs in this form since the retaking possession of it, Moreover aa it is caid they are 
quch ow! of order, I should require a considerable house to place them in. the state which 
is requisite for such essential papers. | shall not neglect them, bot this will require a 
convtant labour and residence on the spot. Permit me-to tell you, Gentlemen, that 
whatever desire | amy Have to render myself wsefal, Ido pot think it just that | ebonld 

take wpon me aach assiduous cares without some advantage. [ shall be obliged to hire 
» house to lodge the papera In, or be considerably streightened for room in my own honse. 

{ have already several times performed the functions of this charge. I have complied 
with the desires of my fellow cltirens, when 1 was authorised hy superior orders; those 
which wert given me by Messrs. Dow and Grant, at the immediate requests. of the inhabitants 
of the Colony, ptove what [ have advanced, Jam not ignorant of the heavy complaints 
made by Me, LeComte Desmareta, He endeavoured to turn into midicule the orders fram 
which lected: advancing that I had in view to do him-a prejudice. His death docs not 
permit me any longer to disclose the motives, which guided me.. The presging sollicttations 
of bis widow aud of the citizens of Chandernagore destroy these bald assertions’ Deign, 
Gentlemen, to consider my representations and the situation in which we ore in. I dare 
hope from your equity, that lo confirming the orders which I have jost received from 
Mr, Catlimgs, you will be pleased to allow och o salary as will encourage mre to perform this 
office with the eqactness It deserves, Koowing your generosity, | ventare to cay thar my 
gratitucte will mever equal le is 

I bave, etc., 
rz}. 
rar, O.C,, mth March, No. A. 

In the year one thotsind seven hundred and fifty-one, the Ninth Day of March, being 
in my Clisot, W. Guthrie, an Officer of the Battation of the English Sepoys in Garrison in 
this Colony of Chandernagore, came into my House, and said to my servant thot Twas to 
cal) upon Captain Chatfield, the Commanding Officer, and a moment after went away before 
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1 could have any explanation fromhim, About an hour afterwards another Officer, whose 
fame is, as | believe, Fontingam, came tw signify the same orde¢ to me, | answered him 
that Lhad oo Moubt that the intention. of the Order was to seize me, and to carryme to he 
Gaol with the Rest of the. Frenchmen to Calcutta; aid | requested the favor of him to 
inform Capiain Chatfield that | was not a rebel, but that, allthe public papers belonging to 
the Officers of Register and Notary being entrusted to my charge and which | could not 
abandon, it was out of my powerto obey the order. However that he could take me away 
by force, if he thought proper and had any gucli Directions. Upon which the éficer with 
drew. Soon afterwards the European Sergeant-Malor of the Battalion hrought me the same 
order, and ruceived the same reply from me As | had every reason to believe that they will 
| Sotne to same extremity, | have prepaired the Verbal Precess by which I protest against 
whatever Parson or Persons it may concern for all the yiolenees that may be used against me, 
I diclare them ansueruble for all the public Papers of the Register and Notary's Office, 
which hove been entrusted to my charge ma well by my own nation as by the Supreme 
Council of Calcutta, also fur the Registers, Minutes, Acts, public and private Bills public 
and private wccounts, and other Decds, paper and. money and whatever elie is under my 
Charge both in my own Howe and in several other private Howes [y bemg absolutely 
impossible to me te do any thing else than this Protest at ihe present juncture when it appears 
to me that no Regard is paid to the Laws, Usages, and Customs of Nations, and tn order to 
make this Aci as authuntic as circumstances cannot permit, | have requested the Subscribing 
Gentlemen to sign it with me In Truth whereof | have made this Verbal Process, and 





NICOLAS DE CaLNors, 
Grepur & Nofaire, 
(Signed) T, Necowas. 
DE ROCHE 
NICOLAS DE GIVONNE. 
DURAND. 
DELAVAL 
DE ta Cove. 
De FoLMtuinic. 
SALSON MEssrs 
CAMPAGNAC 
L s£IcNky 


136 
i7fi, Oc, sth April, No, 37. 
Tae Hov'ste Wannen Hasrincs, Fea, 
Goverxon-Gennrac axn Mewnuns or ron Scpreue Couscte,, 
Catcurra. 
CHANDtRNacone, 


GartTLawen, 


tam charged with @ letter of Attorney on the partof my nephew Mansr, A, Caryatho, 
td recover from the Registry of Chandernagore, the suin. of fourteen or filteen thousand rupees 
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which were deposited there by virtue ef an erties of the Supreme Council of Pondicherry, 
dated joth July 17761 gand which was inade the $1) August following. 

The said order signifies that this sum shal! remain deposited in the sid Registry antl 
Monsr, Carvalho produces sulficient tithes for the recovery of it bearing the said titles, 
and being possessed of every requisite form, \ have made my demand to Monsr. Nicolas 
de Calnols, the Register at Chandernagore, who replied, that charged with this deposit by 
an order, it was necessary to have another order to authorise him to retarn it and foe these 
two years past {have not been able to obtain any. thing else fram him, 

This reply, gentlemen, fs {he more astonishing os this deport was only made at the 
request of Mr, Deverinne in whose lmnde this sum was, who finding the tithes of which Tam 
poss@ssed very regular, not only made no objection t6 Mr, Calnaia delivering it up to me, 
but even thought-it very just and right he should dowa, Every deposit/has. always been at 
the disposal of the depositor, and Ucannotconceive what can be Mr Calnois* motive: for 
returning it when those who are concerned want to withdraw it. 

tam afraid, Gentlemen, [shall make you lose ume by a more circumstantial detail of 
this affair, I beg you will authorise Mr. Motony, commissary, to take cognisance of it and 
to make his report tayou. tf he finds my. demands to be just please to order Mr. Calnots, 
to give op the said deposit on my receipt for the same which [| am authorised, ro 


give by my power of attorney. 





tam, with respect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your very homble and obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. De&Lasar, 


A true fransintion, 


[zs 
678), O.0., cast May, Noe. 59. 
Tao 
Tox Hor'ane Wanner Hastisos, Hxaon,, 
GOVERNOR GENFRAL, ETC. 
Mrwnres oF tite Suraeern Covsen. ar Foer Wiliaam, 
LEAK DERSAGDER, 
1th appre! 1901. 
Hon’ane Sra At GENTLEMEN, 

We have the honor to Inform you that in reply ta the intimation which we advised you 
in our Jatter of the 7th instant of our having yiven to M, Catnols; he has refused to give any 
account whatever, referring us to him or those wha lave charge of the papers and offices. 
We presume he means you, Gentlemen, as constiniting this government, and therefore request: 
to be honoured with your further commands lo the weantime, that no opportunity should 
be lest of getting what accounts we can [rom the individuals (hemselves whose coheern are oF 
ought te be in M. Calnois’ offices, we have thought priident to issue a notification of our 
requisition te M. Calnois by your orders, and bis refusal. Ove of these publications we bad 
sant ta the Government of Chinwurah to wham or to which Government M. Calnots hed 
delivered or sent in a protest similar lo one which we nderstand from Captain Chatfield, the 
commandant here, his been forwarded by hii 10 your Board. We beg leave further to remark 
that M, Calneis in his letter to us mention the Greffe ur Regisler having been broke open two 
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days.after the capiure of Chandernagore, on which occasion he tock the necessary measures 
to exculpare himself inthe apes of his superiors, Front this weconceivg that he meana to set 
forth (mdeod hia letter says he has done‘ae much) that there were several things lost out of 
the Register office at thar time. We hope and beg leave to request, gentlemen, that if we 
should be ordered to wike un account of the papers de, in M. Calnois’ house, and all other 
places where there may be any deposited, that you will be pleased! to direct some ol the 
qeatiomen of character ol the French nation who are indolged with the pormission to remain 
in Bengal, to attend with us at the forming of the Inventory, for Wicate M. Calnom 
should not come ap here, or that you aliould not deen it peoper to end him up bere and 
oblige fim to five accoutt, we Carmo! be toa citeimaport in the mode of conducting « com: 
mission of the kind entrusted to ws, For aa Englishmen, th be polely employed in examining 
aod taking (an inventory of auch @ number of varivws and old papers which relate to 
foreigners wha have either quilted or been sent out of Bengal, we should be lable to imputa- 
Gons which the evir so unjust and unnyerlied, would nevertheless be very vexing and hurtful 
tous. We hope cur apprehensions on (hia matter will appear fuunded on propriety, atul beg 
leave te asaure you, that we shall cheerfully fulGl to vhe best ol aur abilities this duty, which 
iasa very necessary for the securing the property of 20 many individuals whe for the most 
part have not the power of exerting their endeavours lor themselves, 
Wie have the honor to be with respect, 
Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 
T. D. Canivaars, 
A. Moromy, 
Commissary. 





135. 
#731. O.C,, 21at May, No, 49 
To 
THe Hox'ace Wanran Hastines, Esani, 
Maeupers of Tue Suracus Councit ar Forr Wittiau. 
Tie Tin April 1731. 
How'nte Sin axp Gewriaaen, 

“Having this day received i Letter roti your acting Secretary Mr, Hay informing is of 
your having appointed and empowered us to demand ani recelve hom M. Nicdlos de 
Cainoia, a closed account of his charge 28 Registur at Chamlernagore all (he Papers. 
belonging to his office, and the amount which is or ought to be ln bis hands, We have 
in consequence written to M, Nicalas de Calaols informing hin ol the authority vested in us, 
and requesting him to inform us immediately, when it will be. agreeable and convenient to 
him to attend us on that husines, as soon ea we rocelye his reply we will do ourselves. the 
honor to inform you and will makethe necessary application for his being sent ap here. 

We have the honor to be with respect, 
Hon'ble Sit and Gentlemen, 
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12%. 
: 7B, O.0,, gist May, No. & 
To 
THE HOW SLE WaAkken Hastings Eson,, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL, ETC, SUPAEME Colwei, 
Fort WILLIAM, 
ANILPORE, 
The 24th May 1981 

How ste Simm ann Sms, 


As { have been anable to replace with Englishmén properly qualified, the two French 
who established and conducted my lodigo wocks at Campokur, [ hope it will mor be deemed 
Improper that I solicit to be indulged with their temporary enlargement, for the purpose 
only of manufacturing the crop, now ready for a first carting and which was sown before their 
confinement. 

Mr. Nicolas the Elderoffers bis parcie with theirs, and t can venture from thelr past 
good conduct and discretion, to be answerable for their gratelul and implicit obedience to 
any Restriction you shall be pleased to lay them under, and for their return or appearance 
when called upon. 

Your acquiscence will save me from a heavy fos, and | bope enable me to instruct 
Britlsh subjects to carry on the Works ooxt season. 

{ain most respectfully, 
Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 
| jJoun Parser. 

Thelr names are M. Fairie by Profession a Surgeon and Nicolas de ia Meriiere, 

youngest son of Mr, Nicholas, farmerly of the Council at Chandermagore. 


17. 
74s, P.P. 18p-197, O.C,, 14th June, No, 23, 


'o- 
Tus Hush Wasnus blastings, Esq, 
: | fal Ano Mermpees oy Tor Surname Covecrt at Fora Witt 





bth June 175I 
Hox'sis Sin asp Gavriiwen, 

We have been honored with your commands of the ath Ultimo directing wste take an 
inventory of the papers, etc,, in the Register’s office at this place in- presence of four of the 
principal inhabitants here, and advising us that M. Calnois shall be put up iitider a Guard 
in order to. give an account before such persons assembled, 

We beg leave to represent to yow that we do not think the sending M. Calnala up here 
under a guard to give an wocoen) can be of any means of gur getting a voluntary and troe 
account itany at all, for as he will conceive bythe manner of being put up: here that it is 
merely to get the accounts of his office, and then to return him to the prison, tre will adhere to 
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his first. mode of referring ws to him or thowe who have possession of the papers. (Meaning 
this Government). In which case as it 18, not merely the papers in M. Calnois" House which 
Ought to be secured, but many others of consequence to private faniilies which: are ladged in 
different houses aboot the Town, ard only known to M, Calnois, we beg leave to offer as our 
opinion that it would be better M, Calnoie should be allowed to come up bere, that when he 
arrives, the foar Gentlemen whom we may call upon to attend, may be present to hear and 
see him acknowledge the receipt of papers, etc, of his office without any less smce his 
absence. This will at once set aside the protest he has delivered in, and will leave the 
Government to act hereafter au W may seem proper, 

From conversations which have at diflerent times passed, we conceive that the inhabi 
tants Hf left to their choice for a Geefier and Notary, they will chose Mr. Calnom inpreference 
io any other person in the sentiement aa il je the general opinion that there je nol any one 
ainong them equally capable of conducting the bosiness ag Mz. Calnois. 

The waht of a poblic officer of this kind appearing wl present peculiarly inconvenient 
since the death of Monsr. Desgranges we beg leave at the request of the widow to repre- 
sent to you the anbappy situation in which she finds herself being unable to examine into the 
sinte of the deceased's ¢oncerns: = She-has taken the precaution to have the doors, bureaus, 
Re, sealed op ln presente of gor 4 French Gentlemen inhabitants: of the place, im which 
state everything might remain untill the Hon'ble Board are pleased to point out in what 
manner she ls jo proceed. If the Greffer and Notary was hete she could act agreeable to the 
French Customs which would prevent trouble to berself or children at any future period. 


We have, ctc, 
T. A. D. CaAMPEELI. 
A. Monony, 
31. 
n7et, OC, 26th June, No sa 
CALCUTTA, 
a5fa fae 1781, 


How sit Sin AND GERTLEMEN, 

Mr. Calnols, having in consequence of oar intimation of pour orders acquiesced to 
belng removed on 24 hours notice from the prison to Chandernagore, we request the favor 
of you to order auch u guard and such sort of conveyance as you may deem proper, 


We hare, ete, 
T D. CAMPBELL. 
A. Movowy. 
13 
To THE How ne Waneen Hastinos, EsQ., 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL, eTe.. MEMERES OF THE SUPREME CoUNCIL 


AT ForT WILLIAM, 
CHANDERNACORE, 


bth fuly r7Bt, 
Hor'eLe Stk AND GENTLEMEN, 
In consequence of your last orders of the altimo Mr, Calnoiu” has bem brought tip here 
under a Goard, and four of the Hrincipal Inhabitants of the Colony, ts., Mesirs. De Bretel, 
0 $e 


* So in copy, bar probalty De St Croke ba the person referred to. 
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Chambon, Mille, and Arrean Pere have attended with meat Mr, Calnoie’ House where 
the Papers of the Grifle were lodged, after having fully explained your intentions that 
Monsr. Calnois should give in Inventories of all the Fapers and Deposits of his Offices as 
Register and Notary, Mr. Calnois expressed his Loclinatien wo comply in -every Respect 
with your orders as Gir as lay in his Power, at the same time beg'd leave to offer the 

following Remarks :— 

‘That with respect toevery transaction of the Greffe fram the Capiure of Chanderagore 
to the present Period be would give in Inventoti¢s of ull Papers, Deposits, ate, and ever 
give up the Papersand Deposits to Mr. Molony und myself if required, bui ma io the Papers 
and Deposits which concerned the (reffo during the time of ihe Freech Goverment, he 
could not of his own free will give up charge of them aa the icoure on which he held, and 
the Manner in which he was invested with thar Office, were of such Natures aa reodered jt 
impossible for him ta expiain them to your or my Sailafection, being ao entirely different 
from anything practised by tha English Govertiment However he would take a particular 
{nventory of everything as soon as possible, und would deliver jt. in to your Hon'ble Board, or 
agYy person or persons whom you might chuw to appoint. That if that would nyt do, and 
you should still insist upon his yiviag them wp, he could aut withstand your authority and 
Power, but must submutto hare them tuken from him At (he same time he added what 
there was no foventory of them in bis Office, aod that lt would take an immense time to 
from one, which even when douse could not be of any Service to our Government, as neither 
your authority or his ews inclination could be sufficitat for satisfaying claims am Different 
Estates of Successions which remained unsettled. Bur with respect to the deposits even 
during the time of the French Government, such as Monsr, De Labat's and others that 
imight be in the office and which might be demanded, he would satisfy the clalmants by 
paying them the money, provided you should think proper to order him, after the angwers he 
might give Into aby claims or Representations, He informed me that the Reason of there 
being oo Inventories of the Papers, ete, was owing to the Room wherein the Papers ete, 
of the Greife were contained having been broke open, and wantonly thrown into Confusion, 
aod partly destroyed at the taking of Chandernagore ; that the trath of this assertion js well 
known (9 those who were here on Command atthe time, to whom as well as to Mouer. 
De Corsh the French Commissary he represented the Matter, ‘That the fororer as well as the 
latter being so fully convinced of the Fact would not besitale qo confirm his wasertion should it 
be necessary, and that it is well known he received charge again of the Papers by theoriler af 
Monsr, De Corsh on condition to give an. eccount only of suck as he should and (without being 
Responsible for any others), rather than they chould be entirely lom: That he does not men- 
fion this with @ view to take any advantage of such confession® for bia Conduct aver 
since in being ready attend to satisfy uny applicanons made to hiin willfully evince the 
Contrary, he ouly means to submit to your Consideratation how iumpossilile it is for him ls 4 
short tinre to furnish you with the Iaformation you require. The above was tho Subject of 
what passed in presence of the four above mentioned French Gentlemen and myself, at the 
Conclusiog of which | applied to Captain Chatield for leave to open the Doors of the Rooms 
in Mr. Calnois House, which were under a Guard piacedahere from the time of Mr, Calnois’ 

move! tothe Prison for the Security of the Papers—when we opened the Doors and went 
into the Rooms we found allthe Windows perfectly secured and witliout the appearance of 
having bees opened, or anything touched, forthe Rooms, Windows, Tables, Papers, etc, were 


* Tant defaced. 
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covered with Cohwels which we limke in passing from one part to the other. Mr, Calnoid 
took a particular Survey of the Rooms, Papers, ec, and allowed and delared before the four 
Geatlemen and myself that he had found everything in the order he had Jefi them, that be 
was ready to take charge of them again lf the Hon'ble Board would permit him, or if not be 
would as soon as possible give an luventory of them, ‘This to: me 2s well as to the four 
Gentlemen appear'd & Business which qill take up a vase length of time Indeed | really 
slut that even Six marl constant allendance withoul ascstance would not be sufficient to 
perform At. There belnjg auch . Quantity of Papers Iq great Confusion, the Gentlemen 
therefore expressed a desire to give in thelr oprminn (mwriting which | very gladly arquiesred 
in thinking it would be the best Voucher I could have for what they had geen and what had 
patsed between its. 

I had the pleasure to enrlave you a copy of their opinion, to which | beg leave with 
éubmission to offer mine, which |e, that, af Mr Calnoia by his acknowledgement of having 
found things in the s2ats he left them, has. set avlide the Protest of Protests he may have 
given In; as the taking the Inventory would be an Endless and unnecessary undertaking so 
far as concerned the ume of the French Government, and as the Colony sulfer moch from 
the want of a Public Officer as Greffier, and are Unanimously of Opi nian that Mr, Calonis is 
the fittest person for the Duty, it waild be better in every Respect that he be allowed to 
receive charge of the Papers and his Offices again. Far it ja not only the Papers, e1c, of the 
Grefie bat also those of the Notary's Office, and many other Papers, ete, which regard Sec- 
cessions:to Estates of Individuals which are sealed opin Different Houses about the Town 
known to no other persan bur (torn tn. original) known cannot be of any wee but (torn in 
original) whe in ease of having any enquiries to make concerning them would prefer making 
them fram Mr. Calnols, ha being better able ro inform and assist them in a tniform manner 
dhiould Letigations arrise at any future Period. 

Lhave been applied to aguin by the widow Madame Desgranges, who has represented 

her present situation ai a very embarrassing one, praying that Your Hon'ble Board will 
‘Qutborize Mr Calnols to take an account of and Register the Papers, etc. of her Deceased 
Husbond'y Estate. us (hey are till sealed ap in the Rooms of the House and Exposed to the 
Depradarions of White Ants, and linble to be hurt by the Dampoess of the weather. Besides 
she does not know whet to do, with Rewpect to eitixfying Demands of Creditors or receiving 
the Amount af Clyines an Debtors until the Forive of the Grefiem Office are over, This 
lastance aml may othere whlch could le wentionnil tend to chew the disrress the French 
Inhabitants ate in for waut ofa Gree. ‘Tle Gemilermen whose. attendance 1 required to be 
present, erraingly urged mot) Represent to yom. what peable in General euffered. How much 
they winked for Mr Calnais to be aflowed io cuke Charge again, as being the only Person 
who could, 
Lhopeto be hamor'd with your Commands Ho inventories of the old Papers and 
Depodite in the Office antecedent to the Capture of Chandernagore must be taken It will 
require as 1 uheerved before an immense desl of tie and Labor which does not appear 
necessary from Mr, Calnois atknowled ging to have found all right, and promising to give in 
an Inventory a soon as ame can be firmed. Ar any rate, however, I it should not be agree, 
able to your Hon'ble Board to adenit of Mr. Calais retaking charge of, and performing the 
funettows of hla Offices, The inhabitants who have clally occasion for the Services of such 
Public Oificer pray you will nominate «. Proper person te act, 

Mz. Molony with whom | was nominated Jointly in the above Commission, not being 
able to leave Galoutta at thly tims on Account of other Public Business requested that I 
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would take upon me to act untll he should come in case if Mr. Calnois’ arrival from Prison 
which la the cause cif may now addressing Your Hon'ble Board singly. 


The honour to remain with the Greatest Respect, 
Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 
T. D. CAMPBELL, 


133. 
781, P.P. 655-663, 0.C, zoth Jaly, No. rg, 

In the year one thousand seven hundred acd eighty-one, this fearth day of July at nine 
ol¢lock In the morning, we De Dretel, Audebert Chambon, Mille, and Arrean Pere, having 
‘been requested as Inhabitants of this colony of Chandernayore by Mr. Campbell's letter of 
the 5th instant to meet in the honee of Mr. Nicholas de Calnois to be present at the 
inspection which he |s to do jointly with Mr. Molony, Commissary appointed by the Hon'ble 
Governor-General and Council of Calcutta, 10 examine and verify all papers belonging to 
the office of Notary and Register of this country, which were in charge of Mr, Calnols by 
the Board's orders, before he was sent with the other French men in confinement at Calcutta, 
from which place be ls now returmed under a guard to this colouy by order of the Supreme 
Council, that he may give the necessary [nformatinns and (nstractions, In consequence 
thereof we have called at the house of the said Mr, Calnois and have entered lt in company 
with Mr, Calnols and Mr, Campbell authorised to act alone until] Mr. Molony’s return, and 
there wt have ascend a guard of sepoys placed by the Government's order to secure the house 

and particularly the papers. Desks, trunies and other effects contained in two rooms to the 
left hand, which were for these fourteen years the office of Mr, Calnois as Register, and as 
Notary from the time he was appointed to the charge of it by the Supreme Connell of 
Calcutta after the death of Me, Le Conte Desmarets, who when olive had all the papers 
belonging to the Notary office in the house of Mr. Tienera, his father-in-law, and where bey 
are still deposited. ‘We have accampanied Mr. Calnom and Mr. Camphell Into the hall 
the said house, and wishing to eee the atate of the said (wo moon, Mr. Campbell having 
obtained from Mr, Chatfield the Commandant permission ta enter them, ws went in with 
Mesers. Campbell and Calnots in presence of the Havaldar and of the Guard. In the first 
footn the key of which was in the door and which was the place where Mr, Calnnis used to 
write, situated at the weatof the hall, the door and lock were in good order and antouched, 
riot appearing to have been forced ; the ten windows to the south and west, which have 
Iron Bars, were well closed ond the venetian windows opening at the outside were also 
found in the best order, az well as the doors, windows, and the venetian windows of the other 
room next toit All this was acknowledged by Mr. Calnois himself, who has doctored 
that all the Bureaus, Desks, Trunks, Tables, Drawers, &c., in both rooms were untouched 
and entire, without having suffered any fracture or alteration, all being in good and in the 
same order in which be had teft them when he was taken to be sent to confinement in 


Upon this Mr. Campbell having desired us to tranemit'to him our opinion and desire 
by writing, we comply with his request, and our opinion is, that having found in his presanes 
the two rooms containing all the papers, Bureaus, Desks and trunks belonging to the 
regiatet's office, as well at the papers belonging to the Notary's office, since Mr. Calnols 
had the charge of it, in a very good order, weli-locked, and mot appearing to have 
suffered any fracture or to have been forced, in short in the two rooms being in the same 
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order in which Mr. Calnois had jeft them, (aa he has acknowledged), and this owing to the 
guard pinced over them for the gecority of the public interests, that he said Mr. Calnols 
thould be possessed again of the offices of register and Notary, If the gentlemen of the 
Supreme Council are pleased to reinatate him im the said offces, or be may act in 
them aa before and take charge again of all the papers, ae he had them before his confine- 
ment, with the restriction of making a general inventory if ordered by the Board, which. 
will take op a considerable rime. | 

With respect to the demand made io Mr, Calnois by Ms, Camphell to deliver to him 
the accounts of his offices, he answered him that be was ready to give all those belonging 
to his offices from the time of the atirmg of the Chandernagore which js from the time of 
the English administration, and aise to deliver all the paper and money fram this time but 
with respect to those amterio: to it and during the time of French administration, he humbly 
obsarved that he could mot give any without cunning the risque of incarrme the displeasure 
of his own nation, by giving up wccounts, or delivering papers which might expawe the 
interest of it; as he took charge of them by the orders of his business. Ouropinicn is that 
he fa well founded in his representations on the subject. Mr Catnois has however affered to 
give all'the accounts of deposits, which belong to private properties, and settle thelr 
tights with the properties themselves. This appear just po us. | 

Consideting tho indispensable neceseity of having contracts of marriage, wills, and 
other acis of similar a nature, of making Inventories of the effects of the persons, deceased, 
which are ‘of very great importance to the individuals of this colony, and to their families 
which may be in Europe, and observing that Mr Cainois,who has tong occupied thore 
offices patiicularly that of Rojister, is the ablest person in the country to fill them. We 
beg that the gentlemes appointed Commissary will join us in the request, which we take 
the liberty to make, that the Sopreme Council will be pleased ta permit Mr. Calnols to do 
the duties of his offices in the same manner os he did before hra confinement, 





(Sd.) De BRETEL 
AUDEBERT CHAMDON. 
P. MiL.e. 
ARBEAU, Pere. 


UL. 
yaa, PP.-aqpt-zara, O.C,, goth Jone, New 48. 
Tne HOn'OLe WARREN Hagrincs, Esge., 
Governor. GENERAL 
CHANDERNAGORE,, 
The 28fh June 1783 
Sik, | 
I have the honor to represent to you thar 9 monthe of the salary allowed me by the 
| ) teme Council are now actually due to me vic —soe Rupes per month for my office of 
Trustee Gennral for this Colonie for the due execution under that title of those fonctions 
which were formerly exercised by. the Freach officer tndee that of King's Sollicitor & tn 
virtee hereof attached to the court of Justice established at Chinsurrah as well for the 
French, xs for the Dutch, & of which Mr Chambers is president. 
Permit me ale to. ntimfe to you that 250 Re Per Month fer the same space are also 
due te Mr, Nicolas de Catnnly for his office of Notary ish the same Court & to Mr. Lanniroy 
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a8 Bailiff wha executed the trust under another title at the rate of 20 Rupees per Month. 
These theese the lant of which of an under class were employed a4 necessary for the French 
jortedintion. 

I helieve that the billes or orders for the last three months of the foregoing year have 
been sen} in. and signed and that. they are nnw in the postession of Mr. Chambers to 
recelve the amount that it may be afterwards disturbed to each as formerly. 

With regard to the 6 months.of thie year which are expired in consideration of the 
removal of Mr. Chambers from the place of President, a new mode of issuing of makina 
the payment was necessary & that may have occasioned the delaya 1 tke the liberty of 
requesting that you will order auch as you may think proper for the payment of the said 
nine months. 

GSigaot) 1 De Baeret. 





1, LIST OF THE FRENCH INHABITANTS OF CHANDERNAGORE, 
SPECIFYING THEIR SITUATIONS IS LIFE, THOSE WHO ARE MARRIED 
OR BINGLE AND THOSE WHO HAVE CHILDERS. 








Names | | Years Ol) Wife | Children. 


Pere Fancois.... Cor) Cupuchin who Offciates ar the | 
Parish Church, at whith many’ 
hundreds of Chretians attend exehi- 
sive of the French Inhabitanta, He 
has been for many months extremets 
if, amd con now hanily go throug 
the Duties of hia Office 

L'abbe Rousse... Priest. Officiates at the above Church 

Culan ) Lieotenant Col, from the Coast js 

. it search of a Passage home 

Nicholas .» S&¢hior Councilor m the French 
Service, has been 47 years in India, 
41 years Married, has a wife 62 years 

hid -eaey lnficn whe hes never been 
out of the Country, Mr. Nicholas 

} himselfia also very lufirmy and is ..., hts WwW “s 

Deagranges .. Formerly Chief ot Dacca, was Senior 
Merchant next to Council in the 
French Service, Hos heen 42 ats 
in India, 27-vears imal | 
Wife and 4 Children, Two in Rarvpé 
and one a Daughter abou! o years | 
old bere, Mr. and Mra Desgranges | 
‘are both Infirm, and are pacoraie 
of eat Chamcters and of 


. Distinct 4 Ww Cc 
De Bretel Forroety 3 Cmamsiioe of Joatlce Has 
been 12 or f4 years in India. Was 
consilered as a Person of Ramk and 
‘Family in Europe aod je bere 
elasa kK able Character 


We a 


3 
a 45 





Brue Ws Formerly.a Council t, has been abont OF [P ssceat 1} / ase 
2 years in Bengal. 1s very infirm. |. 
Lives ai present at Chintsurah = .,, | 50 or 60 





De La Bat 


Nicholas de 


Nicholas de la Sin of Mose Nicholas. Born in 
Mellere. india. Fi 


Devert|nes 


Fournier 


Bedos 
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A Private Gentleman, Born in India, 
His father was many years Ago 
Governor for ibe Freach Company, 
ls very infirm, Hit Character much: 


Bog of Monar. Nicholas. Born in 
India, formerly Griffis or Notary 
Public. [s married and hae 4 
Children 2 of them Boys im ie ta 
The two others Girls ‘at Chander 
nagove, He has Charge of Sundr 
Public Papers of the Nenare’s 
Soren of mince eros to 


ormerty in the French 
prnpany's - Ls married int 
“ap Children. ‘This Gentleman 
— for sare thee? time been eer eniaese 


Campa- 
cor eat Ghyrety which at reat 
ce an woah ls neal Com 
a ey Madu a par Far oena) 
Tesi ve of great 
utllity in making if Indico. athe 
king seems to be very great 
Tashatty oF Mighly metiorions 


Formerly Senior 
qo years in India. Maret about 
7. re Has 4or§ Children, the 
part of them in Europe His 
wos bor in this Country und 
bas cere Deea vespecable charac 
a res charac- 
ter, and Tvathen bntiri 
“hay “Hise bees as Precurens ue 
oO 35 or $0 years in 
ed between jo and 12 | 
yee Henk his Wife and q Children. | 
with him. He has, together with his 
Uncle Sahn Ce Bars, bern 









and Danes that it is ed eine 
for them to afford them Passages | 
the Ships being all taken op yo or 4s Ww 
Born it India, Now living inthe greatest 
semis Mt Err up in his Horse, 
ih: Dg from no pSreon, 
tau fiend te Doctor even to give 
him Medicine tha' Sick aboni 95 
de rogy Fie a Senior slg he i Has 
2 yeard ah i] 
Wile and ‘Children In Batige Hin | 
self Very infirm m ~ | 50 of bo Ww 









358 


BENGAL; PAST & PRESENT. 











Aurcan, Senz.,,. A Merchant has been Satin at 


Des Marchais «., 


Verlle 


Assen as 


Le Selgmeur ahd 


Le Pellitler 
De la Cour 


Ral lbe 





in Indis of a very teepe 





acter, 


e Son with bien 
The San of Minsies Raresh Shovewen- 


tinned Irving with his Father 74 
Merchant, Has been 10 oF 12 years in 
India. Married but no children... 
Formerly Master Attendan (in Capi- 
tine de Porth Har been 41 years 
ar india, a Wile and a Son 
between 
Europe. 


und 


ff at 


present & 
. Capitaine of the India Ships. Has 


heen about t2 or 15 years in India 
Married aod has § of 6 Children of 
whom a Boy and 4 Gils are here .. 


Formerly employed Hie Company. 


hn been 25 Indin. Olar- 
ried, but po Children. 


Euro 
employed by the Com 
Possess eto or: peers I nell 
Mariel, terns: il 
Copii of a aoe Pasig with SMonsr, 


urtan, Senr. 
Econome of the ital. Has been 


_ bt na Chl i ee 


rac i G ls arg) 
eter e torn on 
Scoond-S1 er (Pasmige tra about 72 
or 14 years in India ou 


any. 


. Sm Mlurried, but oo Cijidren. 


His Wife very Ill, at the at of 
ls pines in ra the 
“1 ee go Manulctory Eciral Manager 
a i é princi SnAg et 
Officer of a Ship Bors. in Toda 
Married and 2 young children 
Born in India 


Merchant: Born at the Islands. Many 
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iil. PETITIONS FROM THE LADIES OF CHANDERNGORE. 


’ 
13t. 


To Tee Hon'aln Tuk Parsinest asp Covrciiiors of THe SUPREME COUNCIL OF 
ALL THE Pattisn Sertuawenrs iN (aia, at Calcerra. 


CHANDESNACOCRE, 
tA Aweust 4778. 
Hon'pur Sins, 

Mrs. Menta my mother, whose affairy | havethe Honer to conrluct, and what only 
‘Resource for Subsivtanre has always comamted in the Bente of the Huwses which she hia tn 
Chandermgerte: That,in which Liewtt. Coll Dow lived daring the stay which he omade 
here, aod oo occupied by Capt, Grant, was lett heretofore by ecreeuvent with the Council 
of this Colony at aso Re P. month to serre asa Goverment Hois, and vince to the 
Royal Administration at 150 Re and very lately af roo Areut Rupess, and That when 
Mc. Hodgson lives and in which Mc. Dow kept bis Horses ox likewise those of the Gentlemen 
ofthe Regiment, was.a lithe before the Capture of the Colony also Lett at too Arcot 
Rupees P. month for three years to Messrs. Looe and Arreau Merchants of thie Calany ; 
these two objects furnished a enbarstance to Mrs. Menésund.a Pan of ber Family ; bot now 
that the Royal Administration of this Colony being annihilated can no longer pay the 
Rents of Goreraments, and thar Mr. Hodgson's. liwing jo the other. Howe prevent 
Mrs. Ments from Letting 1t; She would necessarily come to the greatest want, if you are not 
kind enough to cause to be paid to her ae soon as possible the Rents as well from the Day 
of the capture of this Colony, a3 from the Time to cone. 

The Residence of Mr. Dow in the Government: House at Chandernnagore,: a3 in the 
other House mentioned hereabove, has cccasioned considerable Damage vo be done to them 
by the Servants and Horses of those Gentlemen; Doors have been cut to Cieces to make 
Fire, Bars, Bolis, window fastenings and Locks of Doors carred off, the Terraces of the 
Chambers beaten up by the Horses. In short a considermpie Damage for which 
Mra. Menta ought to ba indemnified, She conseqocntly hopes that you will be pleased to 
order the House to te repaired, of to be-examined to form an Estimate of the Lostes she hus 
1 and to order her tobe reimbarsed forthem. The Equiry of which the English 
Nation makes Profession and the Generosity which the Friend have hitherto experienced 
from their Conqurrer dots not permitt Mrs Menés to doubt an Instant but you wil 
render the Justice due to her demand and leave her inasmuch Safety as the State of 
want ints ewlich she is fallen, can admit of. She only waits the answer which your Justice 
may be pleased to give her in order to set an Kod to it: 





Chandernagore Monday the r7uh August 1778 
(Signed) Francis Mewes. 
A teve translation from the Original, 
A. L. GILRERT, 
French Transiator. 
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137. 
‘ 79. OC. foth April, No. a. 
To The Hon'pLe® WaRREN Hastines, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL: 
CHANDERWAGORE, 
Fr ta. fer i778. 
Sim, 


The widow of Mr. Mabiiie -who has remained since the death of ber husband, who 
was Notary at Chandernagore, in the most deplorable situation, maintamed by the generosity 
of the French Government, who gave her a subsistance and lodgings in the apartnients of 
the old fori, having no other country than Chandertiagore. enireats you will be pleased to 
continue her the saine subsistance, which you granted to her and the lodging which she 
occupies in thea old Fort. She will sever cease offering up her prayers for the continuance: 
of your bealth. 

(Signed) De La FOSTNELLE MABILLE 


135. 
i77@ O, Cy 28th June, No. 13 


To THe Hom'ite Wakken Hastiniis, Esor. 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND THE GENTLEMEN OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL, 


Hor'se Sik AND GENTLEMER, 

The two houses that Commandant Grant and Messrs. Hogdson and Hopkins ocecopy, 
in this Colony belonging to me, require some very ongent reparations, which have been 
already pray'd for. Permit me now to observeto you, that the rent of two hundred Kapees 
a month which you so kindly ordered me-to receive for them, is not sufficient to defray the 
expence of repairing them, since the late capture hath rendered them in 4 reined: situation. 

The disorder which generally follows the event of a capture, whatever discipline may be 
made to observe yet jt will caves a dreadfull waste aa hus happened to those two houses ; the 
doors, the windows, the hinges, the Iron works, the Bare 4c., have been carried away, and 
and the horses that were lodged in ane of them without any sort of attention, hag occasioned 
a considerable damage, 1 complained not.at thar time, as the terror that naturally seizes 
one who finds himself under the conquerors mercy, had kept me ellent, bor the clemency 
and the equity you have now shewn through all proceedings in this colony emboidens me to 
make a representation on that subject. 

The rent of one of the hooses which served as Government-house in the time of the 
French, had been paid to meat the reestablishment of that nation in Bengal, at the rate of 
two hundred and fifty Arcot Rupees a month as was settled by Mr. Laws, order, bur it has 
bean guecinctly reduced by Mr. Chevaiter to hundred and fifty and at last to & hundred per 
month The Ecdnomy that the French Government put In all its operations, ao well as some 
other reasons which it is unnecessary to expowe hera, had occasioned this immoderte diminu- 
ox which my citcomstances had forced me to put up with: bot at leat they had the 
consideration w keep those houses ln repairs, and noi (o suffer that they id oot fall in rule 
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| Rtas Sencrace a0 inevitable event has chanyed all, and | cannot wlithoot hurting orysell 

, undertake the reparatlons which those houses require since they are become 

more chargeable than they Ought generally to be, by the reason? that | have had the 

honour of alledging to you above | hope thay your equitableness will suffer that those two 

houses be cepaired at your Expence as |t will cost you s great deal leas than to me, since 

there are here fn the ruine of the Old Fort, materials more than sufficient to do lt, or else 

that you will be so gond to restore the rent of tha! house that serves for the Commandant’ 
Residence on the same footing |t pras on the restablishment of the French in Bengal 

{ farther beg leave to observe on this subject, these two houses? rent, of two hundred 
Rupees a mrmth, thongh #0 little, has bees the reason thai | have been refused, as well on 
my fon, of that subsistance which was given to all the widows and ([nhabitants of this 
Colony, believing that those two hundred Rupees were enough for my subsistance, and that 
of my family, and without considering their living burthen to me. 

Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen you will have the glory to satisfy both justice and hamanity 
ponte pd Gey hd hsie data aes ag Rahs loaded with a numerous family such as 
myself in attending to my ene cries, and supplying with my real want which act of your 
Commiteration | shall ever recommend in my prayers to God. 

SFr etic eile Vorhel an stbiatas bea this my humble address which ! 
have the honor of submitting to you, as {t is my custom to 10 do ip all my affairs, 

l am, stc, 
Franco MEME. 








149. 
_CHANDERNAGORE, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Maria Teixeira, Widow of the Count Demares| formeriy Notary at Chandermagoré has 
the Honor w address herseif.to you to acquains you with her apprehensions in the critical 


aitvation to which ahe ts reduced. 
On Oe Geoenes of her Bopha’ which happened op the with, a yinRan pa 


make an. baeliters to ) ensatsttal her sree eat ea eel being ok Nas eee Sete to this 
affect she calied on Mr. Nicolas de Calnois, the only Public Officer at present, who having 
Wulfilied these primary duties and began the Inventory, wanted to set about the Public 
papers that were found in the closet of her late Husband and pretended even after the 
separation of ail those that concerned the deceased to gee in preference (to contribute 
to the quicker discharge of the widow) that of the said Public Papers accomplished 

On wiking him who would support the Expence of such a work he replied that all the 
eald Papers being found at the deceased's house it would be at the charge of the Successor. 

The state of distress in which yoor Petitioner is placed by the litle esource sho has In 
the effects of her Hishand who is Insolvent, tho privation of ber property which has been 
clearly demonstrated to her to be little better than lost by the Defects and flaws that have 
been foond io her marriage contract throws her into the greatest difficulties as she finds 
herself not only deprived of what she brought in marriage but obliged to sell to the last 
article of ber effects in andr, the expences of Justice which the Notary has notified to har 
must be executed at her charge 
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The cause of har being at preseni exposed to this burthen isthe necessity she was 
under to evacuste the office which contained the said Papers before ye capture of the 
place in order to make room for your troops since ye paper woulll still have remained 
there bur for chia onfortmate event io the Nation. Is It posaible, Gentlemen, that stich a 
circumstance mast cause the entire destruction of a widow and her Infant Son? She cannot 
concelve that you would consent to reduce her fo thia tate of distress, ber existence a5 well 
as her Son's can oaly dspend in future on the sabsistence that she Aatters herself you will 
grant her in consequence of the petition she had the Honor to present you the atst October 
dast, and which is but a moderate pittance to procure the necessaries of life 

She hopes then, Gentlemes, from your Generosity that, having regard to her Petition, you 
will elthee order the sald Inventery to be made gratis, or allow the Notary [who says be is 
authorieed to take Charge of the Publis Papers none other appearing to be appointed for this 
purpose) such gum as shall appear Pe 99 mt at, poceanney, Ss Ne Reena eee 
that are required for this Husiness which eill certainly be considerable, and which will be 

secured to you if you provide for the reimbursement, of them Waséator froin the French Nation 
asthe helrs of the deceased wd. not have been obliged ta support ye. charges of this dury i 
ye public Papers had not been where they are now d 

Yoor petitioner expects 4 favourable answer to her request and flatter herself that she 
shall obtaln |t fram the Humanity and Justice that regulates your Councila | 


(Signed) TEINETRA Wipow. 





140. 
178, 0.0., agth May, Na 48. 


CHANDERNASGORE, 
glk December 1779. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Your natural goodness which has inclined you to grant a sobsistance to widows and 
those ladies of Chandernagore who husbands ore absent induces mo to appeal to the same 
bounty to entreat tha: 1 may be pennitted to enjoy the like favout of which I have been 
deprived ever since the month of February last. 1 cooceive {t should naturally be allowed ) 
me a3 my husband waa |p the King's service and was in consequence obliged to depart before 
jt was possible for him to adjast his affairs and provide the = ce of hit wife and 
children, 1 do not want to troable you with the purticolars of my situation, flattering myself 
that the justice alone of my cause will have its full eifect ina Tribunal abounding with equity 
as yours does If you will vouchsafeto grant me this favour! shall incessantly offer my 
prayers to Heaven for your preservation, 








(Signed) Rawtr 
tat 
178, P.C., th April, No. 33. 
zand Afarcé i7it. 


GENTLEMEN, 
If it le permitted to the unfortunate to complain, who can have & great right to thar 
unbeppy and only resconrce than wel This reflection emboldens ui to represeit to you: 
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the excess of grief with which we have been impressed, slnce oor husbands have been 
forced from us, for no crime, or even trivial misdemenniour whatever. Our feelings are 
easier to ba conceived than expressed! However, it ja easy for gentams of sensible minds 
to judge of our consternation, on finding ourselves separated from those, to whom we are 
nitached by Laws homan and Divine, of that which is mom dearto us In which our only 
consolation Is from what we received and from whom alone we can expect to receive the 
nacescary aécistance to the support of corselyes and families. Such 's our terrible tituation 
which cannot fail of becoming more distressing by its continuation. 

Delgn therefore, we beseech) you, Genilemen, to throw a favourable and compassionate 
eye on iis, who are wives and mothers In affliction: Let our tears have influence on your 
bearts to excite your pity and compassion, that humanity may operate with you to restore 


» a 


the husbands to thelr wives, atid fathers to thelr children, This we implore of you in 
the most earnest and pressing manner, 


We have the honour to be, Gentleman, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 
VANQUYAN SEIGHEDR. 
Lucas DE. SOLMINTRAC. 
Le-Gov Nico.as oF MERLIERE 
VERLE Nrcoiss DE CALNOIE 
DE La TOUCHE. 
DESMAKCHAIR, 
VouLEE pe La Cour. 
Mpg Famrin. 
G Paper. 
DUNEGRAC 
DURAND. 
D&ETOUCHE 
DEVERINE. 





£42. 
= sore i782, PP 107-108, O,C, yth June, No, 37 
TO THe HON'eLE THE GOoVERNO®-GENERAL AND COUNCIL 
April 1rd, 1781. 

‘Angelique Menes wife of Me. Jean’ Michell Chaillet formerly in whe King’s service at 
Chandernagore, has the honor of making ber humbie representation, saying, that her 
husband la obedience to the orders of the Supreme Council issued to allthe French af this 
colony it March last year 10 leave Bengal, determined himself to go to Europe on @ Dutch 
ship having a pase which the Hon'ble Governor-General was pleased to grant him in 
December last | and bas left (he humble petitioner with two children without any resource, 
and in the greatest distress. She bad before & aubsistance of so Rs. Pp. wt. allowed to her 
by thé Govern og-Gemeral at the request of Mr. Bretel the Jemindar, who was acquainted 
wlth het situation, bot she hes been deprived of it sinice the departure of M. Collings the 
tate Commissary, snd now is reduced to yhe list extremity with her children. This has 
obliged her to take the liberty of representing her distress, and to clalm from your hamantty 
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T4 je 
To THs Hosttz WarRREN HasrTinos, Eso. 
Govtrenor-Gestral anp SUFREwE Counci: oF CaLcurra, 


4th july 1781, 

Sensible and mercifii! souls possess a true happiness which nothing can alter, It le 
founded on Generosity which wishes no other reward than the Pleasure Imelf of doing good. 
What sirer means, Gentlemen, to merit and obtaln the Poblic Etteem, than the actual 
Exercise of that yirtde? She is your favourite, and Indices me to make you a description of 
the misfortunes which | have Jahoured under since the war by the confinement. of my 
Husband IT have the honaur to represent to-you Gentlemen that since 22 years he is out of 
Europe, and was never since in the service of the King no¢of the French Company. Trade 
was his object for these twelve years passed, he has contracted new engagements which 
tmust be abendonned, he haa dispersed his money in the Aurungs, and during his Confine- 
ment | cannot get from the workmen a single Piece of Cloth, and shonld even the Goods be. 
returned to me, | am not able to valoe ther. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that the whole of my Property consists in Houses and 
gardens which require considerable repairs, being fallen in Ruin by the absence of my 
Husband—Doors, Windows ete. of my Houses have been lately taken away, and the Authors 
“af this Robbery have nothing to fear from a Woman Without assistance and support. 

1 will not take np your time bp a Detail of the mumberlezs losses austaioed by me vince 
the Confinement of my Husband. You may perceive it well enough. I have only to mention 
to you that lam jointly with my Husband charged with many Estates, and with the case of 
providing for the wants of the Heirs who are partly here partly in Europe. Our resources 
are not great, their happiness depend on our Care of their interests, and if we are not able 
to take it, the Consequence must be a certain ruin. All this could be prevemted, should my 
Hosband be released and permitted to transact his Business. Be so good, Gentiemen as to 
let yourselves be moved at my deplorable situatian, having n¢ither Father or Mother nor any 
other support but my Husband, for whom | implore your clemence, and solicit hia release. 
You may be assored that he will make jt bls Duty to submit to the Orders which you will be 
pleased to give him. 

f trust on the Goodness of your Heart, which is known to me by several acts of pour 
Homanity and particularily by those which some of the French Prisopers have Lately 
experienced, He pleased to shew the Same Indulgence to me who shall never cease lo pray 
for your Preservation, and has the Houor to be with the greatest respect, Sc. 


(Sd.) Simeone, 


144. 
1722, tyth fume, No, B 





bth May 78a, 


fal Phone de voor eptaester de repcineamen qua js wove fe 
Samos Secoess & rs bone isis Mostleure, demande dune moamme de Geol par 

in augmental celle de cinquante que vous m' aver accondee, trouvant denufe 
ie }out secours depuls la prise de Pondichery. ri 
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Mon mari, Chevalier de St. Louis, Capne d'Intantine avec le brevet de major, a &é 
prs a Pondichery, a étd obllgé Waller en Ecrope avec Mr. Le Governenr Balcombe. If ne me 
fot pas possible de le suivre, me trouvant enceinte de quelques omis? atant In outre un 
effant Sle mamelle. Le me vis forcée de venir ici avec I aggreement du Consel| do 
Marieas, et aux fais de lad Compagnie le defant de fortune anx pertes que la guerre occasions 
natureliement, me permit pag Aamem mari de oe lalsser les fonds ass¢a considerables pour 
pouvolr vivre et subsiater ddcemment depuis plus de trols aus purée des secours que mon 
mari) compl me faire passer comme desses nouvelles depuis si long temps Le me yois 
aujourdhul gedulte 4 vivee, avec [es° cinquante roupies per mois gue Ihonnorable 
Compagnie ny'accorde, ce qui nest par suffisent pour vivre avec decx enfants J'ose esperer, 
Messieurs, que vous prendrés en consideration l'état ou je suis réduite que vos boutes me 
serout accorder tes cen ruples qui je pourral sustenter mm petite famille, qui, comme mol, 
sera remolle des sentiments de la plus vive reconnaissance. 


Je suls, etc, 
MDur De CARRION, 


m45. 
78a, O.C,, mth Jone, aA. 


Nu. MaLony, CHANDERNAGORE, 
Commicnaire, 26th May 1732. 
Monsinux, 

Permettes que je prenne la liberte de vous representer qu'il ne m'est pas possible de 
vivre awee la modigne subsistence qu'on me donne. Ei gard & la nombrevx famille que 
Yai. Dieu salt tontes lea peines et chageins que je souffre depuis un an qui jal en be 
muilheur de perdre mon epocx. fe vous prie de vouloir bien representer ma desagreable 
situation an Comseille et m'obtenir ime subsistance conforme 4 mon etat et ma famille, 
Vous obbigeris infiainment Celle qui 'honneur d'etre avec une parfaite estime. 


Etc. 
Land Vievv)e, 
tas, 
170, PLP. 453-454, O.C., 29th May, No. 96. 





art October stot _— 
“The humble peiltion of Maria Texelra, widow of the Count Demarest. Notary at 





Sheweth >—That having had the misfortune within these few days to lose 
oe gh esd papa vi family, ahve finds herself In the moat miserable 
situation on account of (he unfortunate circumatances that prevent her from receiving the 
tittle he left which in in wavious hands: Overwhelmed with grief and charged with the 
eéscation of s on Of 5 years and half old who also relies on your boaly, sbs hopes that you 
will have regard to the Petition she maket youto be allowed a subsistance, The obliging 

snd generous dispositions you have to comfort the widow and Schall of ile Soleo 
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persuades her thot you will grant |) tn consideration of her diviress ig confidence of this she 
addresses herself tu ™ ani expects every thing front your ¢lemency. 


(Sd) TRecmna, 
Widew of fe Conte Demarest, 
Tay: 
782, O.C., 30th Sept, Wo. 17. 
[No Date]. 


HONOURABLE Stn AND Stks, 

Aa t cannot express myselfin English, permit me to present to your Honor these few 
lines, and to beg to lay before you my deplorable situation: 

My husband, my éister, and myself (a mother to six helpless children), finding our- 
salves without any resource, having through a series of misfortunes fost the litle property 
we brought with os into this country, | bave taken the liberty to address you, humbly 
requesting that you will alleviate our distresses by countesancing our bumble petitions, 
which we have been addressed to leave with Mr. Auriol. your Secretary, that they may be 
presented betore your Hon'ble Board. 

My hozband has been a prisoner ever since the capture of Chanderagore, tut having 
at that time established a manufactory, in which we bad the prospect of living decently 
we did not apply immediately for anbsistance. The orders of your Hon'ble Board issued 
for confining the inhablinnts of the settlenient having put a stop to our business, we were 
obliged to @y to the Danish Settlement for fear of Imprisonment, where we have lived till 
our feeble resources were entirely spent, and undergone great difficulties. Wat makes my 
situation stil) wore deplorable is that my poor children must fesl the utmost miseries, 
if not easisted by the charitable and genernus hand of the English Government, In which 
4 place sy whole confidence 

CHEVALIER Davin. 


tab. 
To THe Hon'tLe Waraex Hastines, Esqr., 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL AKD MEMDERS OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL 
CHANDERMAGONE, 
How s.e Sin AND Sres, 

Enclosed | have the Honor to forward you two Letters one from Madam Desgranges, 
the other from Domingo D'Costs, the firet contains a repetition of her former reine ee 
jt from = Portuguese employed by the French, before the capture of Chande: 
requiring to be placed npon the List for Subsslatacce 

Messrs. Laval and Companas have repeatedly requested that | would represent to your 
Hon'ble Board that they #tand exactly (w thessme predicament as Monar. Gilblot,- to whom 
you linve been pleated to grant arrears of sobstistance by your Letter of the rgth May tye, 
these Gentlemen apan the same plea beg to be granted the same Indulgence 

Ly 
A. MaLony, 
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Huh 
To Tun How tie Warsen Hastinas, Esou. | 
Goverwor-Giverab And THe GexTLEMeN OF tHE Sitrnesfs CovyciL 


CHANDEGNAGCEE, 
200A Octoter 1783. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Lange Desgranges, the widow of the late Mr, J. B. Lemeste Deagranges, Chief of the 
French Factories, Dacca and Jugdea, evbmite to you that |tis not possible for her to subsiat 
on the Allowance of seventy Arcot Rupees, which has been granted to ber only since fast 
january, for which (torn in original) she had no more than an Allowance of A Re, 5o—and 
Aliowance given to her in the month of Joly 1781 one month and two Days after the death of 
her Hushand. She prays that you will be pleased to augment it. She requests a Subsistance 
for her Daughter who js about 11 years old and that pay the Balance dus to ber Hushand, 
who received only a very moderate Allowce during 4 o7 § Month may be given to her, the 
Balence being caicolated 10 accrue or « him from the time of his amnval from 
Jugdea 1 venture w hope, Gentiemen, that you will not refuse me this Favor, since it is 
the more just that you should allow (t to me as you haye granted the same to those who 
have never ether served the King or the Company. But with respect to my late Hosband, 


he was in the Service of the Company near 30 years and waa afterwards to af the 
King. You see Gentlemen by thir that | have some Claim upon your Goodness, 
I hope to be benefited by it. 


(Signed) Lance VEUvE DisoRANcas. 


150s 
783, O.C, seth June, No. 54 


CHANDERRAGORE, 
st Fedrwary 1783. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Mrs Claire Splunger Dasanka Widow of thn lute Mr. Peter Mathew Renault of St 
Germaine, formerly Director of the French Company at Chandernagere, hea the honoar to 
fepresent to you that since the capture of the Colonia by the English troops, ahe has 
recelved no allowance [or sulsistance that she does nol find her name in the list of subsis- 
tances allowed aid divttibuied to the inhabitants of Chandernagore since the month of 
January ¢7&2, and that sbe ig In consequence the only person deprived of the general benefit 
of thle act of kindness Li is very true that abe has never asked it nor taken any steps to 
obtain |i, aud would even otll] remain silent, and not imporiune you at present. gentlemen, 
or this subject, [f she were not obliged by actual necessity to have recourse to your bounty 
andl to your equity for the relief of ihe great distress to which she is actually reduced. 

Since the decease of her late hushand, your petitioner ha» insensibly expended all the 
mene (hat she had lef, und whet she has to expect from the effects of her late husband left 
| by him in France has pot yet reached her, the hopes even of receiving the speedy succor 

rope which. she hes occasion for ls entirnly deatroyed by the total Interruption of 
ail intercourse between France and Bengal. Wherefore your petitioner in threatened with 
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all the borroca of misery, from which she has no prospect of rellef but in partakbig with the 
other inhabitants of Chandernagore what pou hare besn pleased to grant them 

This considerednmay it please you ta giant your Petitioner a subsistance proportianate 
to her condition and to the rank of her late husband in this Colony, calculated Grom the 
period on which she was entitled to Be pleased to direct that the same be paid to hee 
of Chandernagore, in justice ito 





THE Winow -REewavrr, 


Ist, 
73. O.C, roth September, No. 47. 


17fA Jaly 175% 

GENTLEMEN, 

birs. Geniere Lange, widow of the late Mx. Desgranges, Chief of the Factories of 
Dates and Jugidia, belonging to the French Nation, has the honor of wddressing herself to: 
you in hopes from your jmstice that you will be so obliging as to grant to her the arrears of | 
the sabsistance due to her late hosband from the period of being maden prisoner and that 
thet same may be paid to her conformable to what hin rank would have entitled him to, 
The distressed sitaation of your Petitioner is such that the least asviatance is of the greatest 
importance to her, encumbered witha large family and ruined by the loss of his appoinuments 
occasioned by the war and the inevitable losses attending it; and to complete It the death 
of her husband are considerations which she is persuaded will attract your attention, and 
that she shall In consequence experience the effects of your. jadtice, 

I think the demand of Mdme Desgranges is just 

(Signed) F. Nucsozas. 
and Augusi 1723 


152. 
1785, O.C,, 12th September, No. go, 
ait August 1783. 
Hon'se S18 Awn Sins, 

1 do myself the honor to exclowe you a petition from Madam Le Conte which states 
that she isthe widow of the late Notary Mablick of Chandernagore : that she has been lef 
in indigent circumstances and hue not the means of educating ber son, for which purpose 
she requests that yoo will be pleesed to grant her twenty-five rupees per month, be saya 
that three months’ subsistance money has oot been paid her, and requests that you will order 
payment thereof. In this she ritet allude to the period your Hon’ble Board thought proper 
to withdraw that lodalgence from all the French at Chandernagore. Monsiears Nicholas 
certifies the trath of the circumstances stated by Madani Le Conte. 

ghcxyap-patseektedeh nas gd er heat Missionary at Chondanagore stating 
that fast war the missiomaries of that Church were allowed by Government fifty ropes 
sie citath, that they hive dt recsived amy aulbeistenes Qaltng the present war and that they 
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with difficulty subsisted themselves before the war broke out upon the interest of some money 
pald into the French Treasury. They do not claim any specific sum, but depend upon the 
generoelty of the Board. M, Nicholas certifies that the Freoch Company paid them interest 
epon sums of money and deposited inthe French Treasury. 

No, 3 44 a petition from Madame Renault, whose husband was formerly Director of the 
French Company. She requests that you will grant her subsistanre money suitable ta the 
rank which her hisband held, and that you will, in evest of complying with her request, 
fix the period for which she is to draws that subsistance, She acknowledges that she never 
hus made the claim before, and that poverty occasioned by the war has been the cause of her 
now doing it. Monslenr Nicholas subscribes to these facts as true what Madam Renault 
has stated. 

| have, af. 
A. Motor, 
Commisrary, 





note at p.47 | send you herewith three photos of the place 
at Pir Pahar near Monghyr to which he refers.. The house 
on the hill is Pir Pahar house (the saint’s tomb is also 
on top of hill near the entrance gate), The hous belongs 
to the Tagore family. At the foot of the steep hill 
which this house is situated are the graves referred to by A. F. de C. 
One is toa Mr. D'Oyley, a planter, T believe, of the District. “ Mary 
Ann Beckett" is usually said to be the “ daughter" of the Colonel, or 
General, Beckett who lived in the Pir Pahar House, her mother having been 
a Kashmiri lady. The ground below this house stretching towards Monghyr 
ig to be acquired for the large new Central Jail for habituals which is, I hope, 
shortly to be built here. The Pir Pahar House is just three miles from 
Monghyr railway station and can be seen by anyone wishing to visit the 
Sectakhoond mineral waters a couple of miles further on, 





Yours sincerely, 
W. J. BUCHANAN, 
Lrent-Col,, £.MS, 


| Deas Mk. EDITOR,—Since my article went to press I find | am 

, mistaken in giving the hame Ma Tuan lin as a pilgrim who visited 
Cock's-font Mountain, Watters in his Yuan Chwang refers to “a pilgrim 
of the Sung dynasty,” quoting from the work of Ma Tuan lin, on Ancient 
Monuments which was composed towards the middle of the 13th century. 
The last twenty-five chapters of this work were translated into French by 
the Marquis d’Hervey de Saint-Denys and published in Paris 1876 under 
the title "Ethnographie des Peuples etrangers 4 la Chine,” a copy of 
which is in the Imperial Library. The date of the Sung dynasty is given 
in histories of China a3 960 to 1197 there was also an earlier Sung dynasty 
420 to 479, Trusting that you will be able to insert this letter in the same 
number of Bengal: Past and Present 


! am, yours sincerely, 
Gaya, 14th September 1910. A. W. Kerr, 
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View Or BERHAMPORE. 
(From Cecenrsdrawitg by |. Adofar abou? day.) 





Pia Pawar Howse ktan Moxcure. 
Piete by Of-Col WF. J. Backanan, J. M.S.) 
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Nan article entitled “Forgotten Graveyards” in a previous number 

of Bengal; Past and Present, \ noted some recollections.of burial grounds 

and epitaphs in various districts of Bengal in which [ have from time to 
time served. 

In April 1910, shortly before leaving India, 1 went across country from 
Bhairamara, 60 the Eastern Bengal State Railway, in Nadiya district, to 
Berhampur, the headquarters of Murshidabad district, a journey of somewhat 
over sixty miles, over roads which, at best, were very indifferent; halting 
for the night at Shikarpur and Dumkole factories. | 

Shikarpur factory was formerly the headquarters of the well-known 
indigo firm of J. and R. Watson. It was founded, and the house was 
built, in. 1790. In this neighbourhood in «830 was committed the murder 
of Richard Aimes or Amies,* a European indigo planter, for which 
another planter, George Yonge, one of Watson's assistants, was tried in 
1831, and acquitted; thongh several of the native servants of the 
factory were convicted, and received long sentences, for participation in the 
murder. 

In the grounds of Shikarpur factory four graves are still to be seen with 
the following epitaphs :— 

(1) Sacred to the memory of Willoughby ‘Forbes, the darling 
child of Peter and Jane Horn, Obt. 18th May 1828, aged 1 year and 4 
months, 

(2) Sacred to the memory of Thomas Laidlay, Esq, Born 19th 
September 1809, died 27th February 1842. 

(3) Sacred to the memory of Helen Ellzabeth McKenzie, infant 
daughter of Munro and Louisa Innes, who departed this life on the éth 
day of September 1847, aged G months and 22 days. 

(4) A grave, from which the nameplate has disappeared. It is said 
to be the graveofa child of Mr. Bait, who was manager of Shikarpur 
factory from 1821 to 1831, so is probably the oldest of the four. 

At Dumkole factory there are two graves as follows :-— 

(1) Sacred to the memory of Peter McArthur, who departed this life 
on the and November 1863, aged 63 years. Erected by his alfectionate 

sons, Alexander and John. [Alexander McArthur subsequently became 
Colonel A. McArthur, R-E., Chief Engineer of Bengal} 

(2) A small grave, with no nameplate, {t is that of a child of Mr, 
Rice, a former manager of the factory. “ie 


————— a ee 


* Cletienant:Colonsl Cenwford bas since sent a9 an article on. this subject which will appear in oor 
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My brother, Mr, M. M. Crawford, who is now manager of Shikarpur, 
told me that there were old graves at several other factories in the 
neighbourhood, a& follows -— 
(f) Faridpur (Murshidabad District}, Watson's first factory, now 
abandoned, 
(##) Patkabarl (Muarshidabad District.) 
(#2) Mircha (Murshidabad District) Formerly called Akraganj. 
() Myastali (Murshidabad District), Jangipur 
(e) Nurpur (Murshidabad District). 
(wm) Kantakobra (Murshidabad District.) 
(wi) Hairampur (Murshidabad District.) 
(vii) Sarda (Rajshahai Districr). 
(¥) Hajapur (Rajshahai District), The graves have been washed 
away by the Ganges. 
(#) Nischindapur (Nadiya District), A fairly large cemetery. 
(#4) Malnath (Nadiya District), Formerly head factory of the Bengal 
Indigo Company. 
(xii) Moheshkundi (Nadiya District.) 
D. G, C. 





HE writer of “Notes from Home” in the Afadras Mail of the 26th 
September has the following interesting note on the subject of the 
Amyatts. The writer does not appear to have seen the Society's Diaries of 
Three Surgeons: af Patna, 
Tas Fara oy Petta Amvart. 

In my last Notes | referred to the interesting old mural table: in Talaten Church, near 
Sidmouth, recording the fact that James Amyatt, M.P. lor Southampton in the latter years 
of the eighteenth century, had married Maria Amyatt, widow of Peter Amyatt, second in 
Council in Calcutta at the time that Vansitrart was Governor of Bengal. § have obtained 
some further information about this Amyatt family which, but for Clive’s preference for 
Vansittart, would have furnished Bengal with a Governor, Peter Amyatt was chief of the 
English factory at Paina in 4759, only two years after the hatthe of Plassey. ‘The historian 
Mill records that Peter was “a man of merit” who had some reason for being dissatisfied 
with the arrangement by which Vansittart was placed in the Chair of the Council, supersed- 
ing Amyatt and some others, on Clive's. departure to England; Presumably it was this 
circumstance that made Peter Amyatt Leader of the Opposition tn the Calcutta Council in 
the troubled period of Mir Jaffer's and Mir Cassim’s rule in Bengal, I have already noted 
that Amyatt and Hay were deputed by the Council to visit the Nawab Cassim at Monghir 
to persuade him to comply with the conditions for regulating internal trade, which a majority 
of the Council favoured. Mill states that Amyatt and Hay volunteered for the service, and 
that they departed from Calcutta on the gth April, 1763. On that date Peter Amyatt was 
nota married man, according to evidence supplied by that excellent quarterly periodical 
Hengal: Past and Present. Vol IV, July-December 1909, page 439, where there isa 
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ov Her Husaanp, 
( Crewr-draming fy J. Wear. J 





Many ANS BeceetTTrs Extiosep GAVE 
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record, under the head of Marriages le Bengal, as follows:—' 1763. April 6, Peter Amyatt, 
Esqr., of the Council, and Miss Maria Wollaston." [t looke, therefore, as if Peter had 
lingered in Caleutta a couple of days longer than Mill allows, in order that he might be 
married. before departing on his perilous mission. Peter is said ltave been only 1 years of 
age when he arrived in India, in 1742, so that in 1763 he would hare been 35 or 36, Maria 
Wollaston, at the date of her death in 1804, wad Se; and accorcingly at the date of her 
marriage with Peter she was 33. 

‘There could have been hardly any honeymoon for Peter anid his young bride, unless she 
accompanied him on the boat journey ap the Ganges, which was hardly likely in the then 
threatening state of affairs with the Nawab Cassim. [t is tolerably clear, however, that the 
mural tablet in Talaton Church is sot strictly accurate ln saying that Peter Amyatt 
was natirdered "immediately after the. nuptial ceremony." According ta Mill a boat, 
despatched from Calcutta for Patna with arms for the factory, was stopped at Monghyr 
by Cassim on the 5th May. Mill adds that the deputation had arrived betore this boat, 
and had had interviews with Cassim, who treated their propositions as unreasonabla, but 
he offered to let the boat with arms pass on to Patna if Amyatt or Hastings would go there 
asaChicl. He, however, utterly distrusted the lmpetuous Ellis as Chief at Patna. Negotia- 
tions with Cassim seemed to progress fairly satisfactorily, and on the tgth June the 
deputation reporved favowably onthe prospects of on amicable settlement. [i was Eflis' 
undisguised preparations for heatilitie: at Paina ard his lll-considered attack on the city 
that brought matters to a crisis. Amyate had actually started on his return journey to 
Calcutta whan this event occurred, Hay being detained by Cassin as a hostage at Menghyr, 


‘The immedinté result of the Patna fiasco was that Cassim ordered all the English, wherever 


found, to de taken prisoners, Mill states that Amyatt’s boat and retinue were stopped and 


ordered to be sent to Monghyr. “As Mr, Anrpatt rofused to stop his boats and answered 


the command which he received for that purpose by firing upon the Nabob's people, the 
boats were immediately boarded, and im the struggle be himself with several others 
was slain.” 

It will be seen that Mill's version differs materially from that af the two diarists in 
Patna, who are quoted by Talboys Wheeler, Ax Mill must have had opportunities of 
consulting many original documents, preference must be given to hia version. It is: curious, 
however, that there should be auch divergent accounts of the manner and date of Peter 
Amyatt's death. It may be inferred from Mill that the date would have been on one of the 
lust days in June or one of the early days in July, 1763, or nearly three months after the date 
af his marriage to Maria Wollaston, Sengal: Pari and Present fixes the date as on the 
ardor 4th July. [lt lo tolerably certain that Peter Amyatt had not been twenty-one years: in 
India without making money, His young widow was, therelore, woll provided for, and 
James Amyatt was one of the executors under Peter Amyatt's Will. I have suggested that 
James was probably & cousin of Peter's What is certain is that James Amyatt married 
Maria Amyatt, widow, at Calcutta, on the end March, 1764, er near about eleven months 
after she had become the wife of Peter Amyat!. Tt ts on record thar Janves Anyait waa in 

mimend of the whip Fort Willian in Hash and: tie aasde appests be & letter addrensed ta 
Clava isda ch Win wibont @ the et sof the merchants. The money which was 
necessary to enable James Amyatt to get inte Parliament and remain there for a considetable 
period of his later life must have been. made in India. 

There is w record of still another Amyatt in Calcutta, fora William Amyatt was buried 
on the ast May 1760, Hemay perhaps have been the tusband of a Mrs, Amyatt, whose 
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name appears among those of the women and children on the ships at Fulta alter the 
temporary downfall of Calcutta at the period of the flack Hule tragedy. It may be noted 
that Peter Amyatt formed.one of the Council that sat at Folia, and Holwell, on his arrival ai 
that place, after hie terrible Black Hole experience, expressed the opinion that Amyatt had 
been “the only person Invested with any just tith: te conduct the affairs and concerns of the 
Company... . until the arrival of the gentlenven of the Board of Caleutta, who lay under 
nes Cligith suspicion from the Service” This, Holwell thought, was the consequcnee 
ef Drake and others having ahandoned Fort Wiliam i the hour of danger, Peter 
Amyatt, before he escaped to Fulta, distinguished hinmell by saving « considerable amount 
of the Company's treasure. He wae altogether a distinguished Civil Servant of the olden 
days, whese adventures and romantic marriage with Maria Wollaston would furnish 
materials for an interesting story of Anglo-Indian life in the days of Robert Clive. [tis 
hardly necessary to add that the massacre of Patna, includmg the morder af Peter Amyatt, 
was speedily avenged by Major Adams, who, with asmall foree, completely shattered the 
powers of the Nawab Cassim, the /ocum fenens of Clive's puppet, Mir Jafter, 


>i, Kyp STREET, 
Catcutta, Sih November, 1910. 

EAR SIR,—With reference to an article on page 233 of Bengal: Past 

and Present, Vol. V., April-June toro, and some further notes thereon 

on page 34! fi, | have the pleasure of enclosing a gerealogical table of the 

Moffats of Calcutta. As I am a direct descendant of the Artist James Moffat, 

I shall be greatly indebted to the Calcutta Historica! Society if the dates and 

names omitted in the table can be researched and given me.and the queries 
therein answered. 

Two other Mofiats of some note will, | believe on investigation, prove 
to be related to the same branch of the family to which I belong. They are -— 

(t) Robert Moffat, 1796-1883, born at Ormiston, East Lothian. Famous 
Missionary in Africa ; established the Moffat Institute for training of Native 
Pastors among the Bechuanas at Shosnug. One of his daughters married 
Dr, Livingstone, the African Explorer. She died in 1662. See Routledge's 
“Men of the Reign,” 

(2) James}Clement Moffat, born at Gleneree in Galloway, 30th May 
181%. Scottish American Clergyman. Went to America in 1833, graduated 
at Princeton College in 1835. Died in 1890, See Lippincot's " Dictionary of 
Biography.” | 

I believe both these gentlemen are nearly related to James Moflat the 
Artist, if not actually hissons, Hoping to hear from you, 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Denis Jj. S. Morrat, 


on 


_ 

: : 

Pi a 7 
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"THe loxcittea Rock,” 


{Shetek by Afdalper, 1787.) 





VerasbAn oy Pie Patas House, Mowuuye. 
( Phate by LeoCal, 0. f. Buchonae, f. M.S.) 
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GENEALOGICAL TAULE OF THE MOFFATS OF CALCUTTA. 
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16-2184. 


CATE have received the letter following from the Rev. Leighton Pullan, 

fo Tt may be remarked that in a list of Dutch officials in Bengal, 
supplied to Mr, S. C. Hill (Bengal im 1756-7, Vol. IT, p. 409) by Dr. 
Colenbrander of the State Archives at The Hague, Daniel Overbeck appears 
a3 an under-merchant (under-kooplieder) at Hughli (Chinsurah) in 17go, 
The Kegisters Mr. Pullan asks for are now probably at The Hague. 


ST. Joun's COLLEGE, OXFORD, 

tith Oetoder 1910. 
EAR SIR,—I shall be very grateful if you, or any yeti ea veadlade oe 
Bengal: Past and Present, can teil me if my ancestor Daniel Overbeek 
held any official position under the Dutch East India Company at Kasim 
Bazar, He was the father of Daniel Anthony Overbeek the last Dutch 
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Governor of Chinsurah. According to my family papers he was born in 
A.D, 1727 and married at Chinsurah in A.D, 1760, or perhaps rather later, 
Theodora Petrorella van Flierdea, wee Immens, and died. in Bengal in 
A.D. 1770. His third son, Gerhard Ewont Overbeck, was born at Kasim 
Bazar 14th February 1767 and went to Capetown, where he founded a family 
still well known in South Affica. [ have drawings of the armorial bearings 
of the Overbecks and some kindred families, including those of Immens. 
and De Mauregnault. 

What has become of the registers of births (baptisms, more probably), 
matriages and burials of the Dutch Conimunities at Chinsurah and Kasim 
Bazar? If they still exist, they probably contain the records of Daniel 
Overbeck’s marriage and burial. 

Your valuable journal has already taught me so much about old Bengal! 
that | feel encouraged to ask for more. 








Believe me, 
Yours faithfully, 
(Rev.) LEIGHTON PULLAN, 


R. A.F.C, pe COSSON writes —Regarding my note and plan of the 
Fortof Teliaghari in Serial No. 11, 1 have since seen Mrs, Beveridge's 
“ History of Humayan" (1902) and | find mention therein of the Ghari on 
pages 133-4. Shir Shah evidently fortified it, or put the existing fortifications 
in a state of defence in 1536, or between 1536 and the date of the battle of 
Chansa, 1939 (vide Article “Buxar," Sengal: Past and Present, Vol. V., 
p. 12). Shir Shah was at the time gathering power to overthrow Humayan 
and nearly met him in battle at the Ghari, 


THE following letter has been received by the Honorary Secretary -— 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, CALCUTTA, 
2qth November 1910. 


[am directed to acknowledge your letter of the roth and to convey to 
you and the Members of the Calcutta Historical Society Her Excellency the 
Countess of Minto’s best thanks for the special copies of Alexander Elliot's 
letters which you have so kindly presented to her. The letters are of 
particular interest to Their Excellencies, who much appreciate your kind 
thought. | am to add Their Excellencies’ best wishes for the continued 
success of the Society, | 

Yours faithfully, 
F, SCOTT, 
Assistant Private Secretary ta the Viceroy. 
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HE Statesman of the 8th December has the following interesting 
paragraph -——Those interested in matters historical and artistic will be 
pleased to hear that the very large portrait of Sir Elijah Impey in the 
High Court which the Judges entrusted in the early part of the year to 
Mr. A. E. Harris for restoration, has now been completed and rehung. The 
picture, which was obscured by grime and varnish two centuries old, now 
looks as though it had been recently painted, [ts restoration has proved it 
to have been painted by Tilley Kettle in the year of the Nuncoomar trial 
bis, 1775, and not as was supposed in 1778. 





R. GEO. LYELL writes -—In last July-September number(p, 49) there 
is a note by “C,C." referring to my article on Old Calcutta Prints 
which appeared in the previous April-June number. [ have a copy of Hodges’ 
“Travels in India" to which "C.C." alludes, and did not overlook the small 
line engraving (“ View of Calcutta from Fort William") which appears as an 
iustration in that volume. But in my article I was not referring to small 
book Mlustrations but to the early series of large aquatint engravings, and 
! insite: Hodges “ Select Views, etc.," as being “ perhaps the very earliest 
series of aquatints dealing with India, although none of them actually relate 
to Calcutta.” The “View of Calcutta, etc.” is, as stated in the letterpress, 
from a sketch taken in 1751, and is very interesting, but it is not to be found 
in the earlier published collection of aquatint by Hodges. As regards the 
“Views of the City of Calcutta published by Mr. Daniell" which Hodges 
commends for their accuracy, the views he referred to are not those appearing 
in Thos, and Wm, Daniell’s “ Oriental Scenery” (published in London 1795- 
1808) but to the earlier series of Calcutta views published by Thomas Daniel 
while in Calcutta, 1786-88. These were reproduced in an article, “Some 
Prints of Old Calcutta,” which | contributed to the April-June (1909) riumber 
of the Journal, “CC.” seems to be confusing those prints with the later 
published “ Oriental Scenery.” 


SE 


f/ ESSRS, E. W. Madge and G. O'Connell send us their Second 
TA Supplementary (and Final) List of Monuments of Historic, Literary 
and General Interest in the Lower Circular Road Cemetery, which we publish 
overleaf :— 
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Historical Records of the Governor: 
Generat’s Godp Guard. 


A REVIEW, 


<i Sa Hs fine work gives at considerable length the history 
VL kak-em Of the Body Guard, from 1773, the year in which it was 
"i? raised, to the present day. 
AORN Eas It was first formed, by Warren Hastings, in Septem- 
elf y) ie ber 1773, with a-strength of only fifty troopers, and, before 
| =A the end of that year, was faised to a total strength of 115, 
including two European officers and 100 troopers, by the addition of 
50 horse supplied by Raja Chait Singh of Benares. In 1773 the title and 
office of Governor-General did not exist, beingconferred upon Warren Hastings 
from 2oth October 1774. Prior to that date he was only Governor of Bengal, 
and the firat official designation of the Body Guard was " The Governor's 
Troop of Moguls." During the first ten years of its existence it was known 
by several different titles, among them being “ The Troop of Horse Guards,” 
and “ The Troop of Black Cavalry." 

In 1782 Warren Hastings, as Governor-General, had also an infantry 
Body Guard, Captain Polhill's Regiment of 750 men, taken over from the 
Nawab Vizir of Oudh. This corps was broken up in February 1785, the men 
who composed it being cither returned to the Nawab Vizira service, or 













From the very first the Body Guards were mounted on horses furnished 
by the State. They were therefore regular, not sifadar, cavalry, as indeed 
were the cavalry regiments of the regular Bengal army up to the mutiny. 
In 1843 Neville Chamberlain, who had recently been appointed to the Body 
Guard as a subaltern, describes them as" I fancy, the best mounted cavalry 
in the world. Every horse is valued at a thousand rupees, and all bays.” 
The information that, previous to the raising of the Native Body Guard, 
the Governor of Bengal had a European Body Guard, may be new to many 
readers. This Guard was formed in 1762, under the Governorship of 
Se — 


* Piiterical Record: of the Geeeraer General’ Body Guard, Compiled by Lieutenant V.C. P. 
Hodton, roth D. CO: Lancers. Dedicutell liy permission to H. E the Right Hon. the Earl of Minto, 
Cc, ¢6.¢, MG, G.M.5.1,G. ML E, Viceroy and Governor-General of India—Lonidon, 'W, 
Thacker and Co., 2, Creed Lane, E. 0. ; Calentta, Thacker, Spink and Co,, 1916, pp. siv, ala 
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Mr, Vansittartand disbanded inayz72. It consisted of two troops of Dragoons 
and one of Hussars formed fromthe Infantry, This was the first Cavalry force 
on the Bengal estibiishment. In raising it "the efficiency of the Infantry 
was greatly impaired by the formation of a most expensive body of almost 
nominal and perfectly useless cavalry.” In Febroary 1763 we find that the 
Commander-in-Chief also had a Body Guard, consisting of 34 rank and file 
under acornet. This troop appears to have been amalgamated with the 
Governor's Body Guard, In March 1764 the strength of the whole was 
reduced to Go troopers, with officers. Such as it was, however, this first Body 
Guard served in two of the decisive battles of India, at Gheria, under Major 
Adams, on 2nd August 1763, and at Buxar, under Major (Sir Hector) Munro, 
on 23rd October 1764. 

The strength of the Body Guard has varied greatly from time to time, 
in accordance with the opinions held by the Government of the period a3 to 
its functions, whether it was to be maintained only as a Guard for the 
Govermor-General’s person in war, and for ceremonial in peace; or whether 
it was to be considered as a cavalry regiment, stationed in the Lower 
Provinces in time of peace, aiid furnishing a considerable body of cavalry 
for service anywhere in war time. These two opinions seem to have prevailed 
almost alternately, leading to alternate reductions and increase of strength, 

A letter from the Government of Bengal to the Court of Directors, dated 
30th September (802, states that the doties of the Body Guard, in addition to 
the protection of the Governor-General's person, comprise the preservation of 
the peace of the town of Calcutta, and the affording of occasional assistance 
to the Calcutta Police. In fact (except for the word eccastomal), the duties 
now performed by the Calcutta Mounted Police. 

The changes in the strength of the Body Guard, from time to time, are 
given, in their chronological order, throughout the book; also more plairily 
and fully in Appendix 11. They may be briefly summarized as follows, 
showing how greatly the atrength has varied trom year to year. 

September 1773.—Fifty troopers, 

End of 1773.—Two European officets, to N.C.O.'s, 100 troopers. 

14th February 1785.—Reduced to 50 troopers. 

1792—Four European offirers, 190 N.C.O.'s and troopers. 

3joth. April (783.—Four Europeans (two officers and two N,C,O,'s}, one 

Native Officer, 26 N.C.O’s and artificers, 50 
isth January 1796,—Court of Directors ordered disbandment, not carried 
out. 

April 1800,—Increase of two European officers, and 100 men, from 

Madras Cavalry, 
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30th September 1802.—Sixteen native officers, 32 N.C.O.'s, 240 troopers; 
European officers and N,C.O.'s, and two light 
guns. : 
Bth September 1803.—War establishment of six European officers, and 
330 natives. 
24th May 1805.—Reduced to establishment of 1802, total 296. 
ist January 1806.— Reduced to four European officers, andtwo N.C,O.'s, 
two native officers, t7 N,CO.'s. and 100 
troopers, 
28th November rfo9.—Total 108, of whom 87 troopers. 
ist January (813.—Five Europeans, and 128 natives: 
oth December 1814.—Six native officers, 17 N,C.O.'s, and 100 trooper: 
added, total. 240; also two more guns, making 
four in all. 
16th June 1818.—Twenty-two N.C.O,'s, and 144 troopers added, total 
eo, 
ist June 1820,—Ten Europeans, 435 natives. 
rth February 1525.—Total strength in Burma 523 rank and file, besides 
one troop left at Ballyganj. 
1st March ¢827.—Reduction ordered to too troopers, total 138, wilh 
three European officers. This reduction was 
ot carried ovt in full, §0 more troopers (total 
150), being kept on as supernumerary till 
absorbed. The jalloper guns were also 
withdrawn at this time. 
zoth December 1842.—Increased to 358, including six European officers 
and 280 troopers. 
rath December 1844.—Inereased to 530, including nine European officers 
and 418 troopers. Orders were also issued that 
two risadas of irregulat cavalry, cach too strong, 
should be atlded to the corps, but it appears 
doubtful whether these 200 men ever joined. 
2sth January 1847.—Orders issued for reduction to 130 0f all ranks, by 
tradual absorption, no met being discharged. 
This took over ten years, the numbers gradually 
falling from 362 of all ranks on tst March 
1847 to 197 on ist January 1857. 
tst January 1857:—Keduced to 133 of all ranks, including. three 
Eviropean officers and 98 troopers. 
August 1869—Redoced to 68 of all ranks, two Europeait and 
three Native Officers, and 63 mink and hile. 





456 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 





May 1875.—Increased to 122 -0f all ranks. 

For the fast 35 years the Body Guard has remained of about that 
strength, except that thirty men were temporarily added, in January 1902, 
for the Delhi Dardar, The strength now stands at 25 of all ranks 
including two European officers, four Native officers and 97 Sewars, 

A Medical Officer of the rank of Assistant Surgeon was added to the 
strength in August 1Sco, Subsequently a medical officer of any rank was 
Sanctioned. The appointment was last held by Surgeon-Major G. Banister, 
a very senior officer (he was promoted to Deputy Inspector-General on toth 
May 1871). He served with the corps for four and a half years from June 
1266 to January 1871, when the appointment was finally abolished, [t was 
then ordered that the medical charge of the Body Guard should devolve on 
the Surgeon to the Viceroy and in his absence as an additional charge on one 
of the Medical officers at the Presideticy. A Riding Master and a Veterinary 
Surgeon have fram time to time been appointed and reduced, 

The composition of the corps has varied from time to titie almost as 
much as its strength. The first troopers appear to have been Mussalmans, as 
the name “Mogul Troop" shows, In 1799 orders were feaued for the 
formation in Madras of a Body Guard of 100 men for the Governor-General, 
each of the five regiments of Madras Cavalry furnishing twenty men, On 
Ist April 1800 Captain Montgomery arrived in Calcutta from Madras with 
166 Madras men for the Body Guard, and a second Madras officer, Lieute- 
nant Daniell of the 4th Madras Cavalry. In 1804 the Court of Directors 
ordered that the Madras Officers should return to their own Presidency ; 
and on 22nd November 1805 Daniel), now a Major and Commandant of the 
Body Guard, was directed to hand over change to the next senior officer, 
Captain Gall of the Bengal Army, but allowed to retain command till the 
next ship sailed for England, when he intended to go home, The 
Madras troopers transferred to Bengal appear to have been chiefly Mussal- 
mans, but some were Hindus, During the Java War of 1811 the Corps 
comprised 95 Mussulmans and only ten Hindus ; in the third Mahratta’ War 
in 1817,177 Mussalmans and 79 Hindus. From that date to 1859 no statis- 
tics are available; but in the 25 pears, 1859 to: 1883 inclusive, 76 Mussalmans 
and 67 Hindus, of whom 39 were Brahmans, were enlisted. Sikhs were first 
enlisted in August 1883, Purijabi Mussalmans in October 1887, Since s895 
neither Brahmans nor Rajputs have been enlisted. At the present time, the 
number of Hindustani Mussalmans, Punjabi Mussalmans, Malwa Sikhs and 
Manjha Sikhs are kept approximately equal. 

In January 1844 it way ordered that no officer or trooper should be 
admitted who had not become entitled toa medal or star for active service 
The Corps ‘was first armed with the lance in. 1865, 
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Almost al} of the European officers who have served in the Body Guard 
have naturally been Cavalry officers. Their second commandant, Major 
Horton Brisco (Captain Sweny Toone having been the fitst), was, however, 
an Infantry officer, who was appointed to that post by Warren Hastings: 
He served with awd commanded the Corps for little over a year, 27th 
January 1777 to 6th April £778. General Clavering, the Commander-in- 
Chief, abjected to his appointment. But the General objected, as a matter 
of course, to everything Warren Hastings did. Another Infantry officer, 
Captain Rattray, who afterwards raised Rattray'’s Sikhs, officinted as 

ommandant for the greater part of 1855; but he had previously com- 
cauided the Ramgarh Local Horse for four years, Including two years 
active service m Burma. 

The headquarters of the Body Guard have of course usually been at 
Calcutta, where they are stationed jn the suburb of Ballygunge. In 1884 
they were at Suoltanpor, but moved op to Umbala, then on the frontier, on 
rat February 1845, in anticipation of the first Sikh War. They went.to 
Dehra. Dun, for the hot weather, for the first time, probably in 1831 and” 
1832, certainly they went there in 1333 and 1839, 1n/1847 they were again 
stationed there for the summer months, and have been so regularly ever since, 
with two exceptions, the elght years 1852-59, and the five years 1870-74. 

The Body Guard, though necessarily a “show” corps, present on all 
occasions of impressive public ceremonial, is not a show corps only, but has 
a téecord of active service of which any regiment might be proud. We have 
already stated that the earlier European Body Guard took part in the 
decisive battles of Gheria and Busar. Its successor hae served in at least 
five: great wars, besides many minor campaigns.. Appendix. | gives the 
war Services of the corps. They comprise— 

(1) Rohilla campaign, 1774. 

f2) Third Mysore War, 1791-92, Bangalore and Seringapatam (whole 

corps). 

(3) Second Mahratta War, '804-05 (three troops and two gums.) 

(4) Conquest of Java, 1811 (107) This was the last occasion on 
which native (roops were employed against European, 

(5) Third Mahratta War, 1617-15 (whole corps), In this campaign, 
in November 1817, occurred the historical outbreak of cholera in 
the camp of the Governor-General, sometimes, but erroneously, 
said to: be the first cholera epidemic in India, 

(6) First Burmese War, 1824-25 (523 men with guns) 

zy) Gwalior War, 1843, Maharajpur (whole corps) 

(3) Sutlej or First Sikh War, 1845-46, Mudki, Firozshah, Aliwal and 

Sobraon (whole corps}, At Mudki they suffered more severely 
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than in any other engagement in their history, losing one 
officer, Lieutenant Fisher, billed their Captain Commandant, 
Captain C. D. Dawkins, and Lieutenant Reynell Taylor, severely 
wounded, the former eventually dying of his wounds; six rank 
and file killed ; two N.C.O's and fifteen rank and file wounded. 

Since the Sutlej campaign, the Body Guard have not, as a witole, seen 
any serious active service Both before and after, however, detachments have 
taken part in many campaigns, great and amall, Operations against the 
Sanyasis, 1773-74. Chait Singh's insurrection at Benares, 1781. In the 
Egyptian expedition of 1801-02, under Sir David Baird, one native officer 
and 26 rank and file took part, as volunteers, this being the first occasion 
on which native troops: were employed out of Asia. Reduction of Cuttack, 
1803, Insurrection In Cuttack, #817, Operations against Larka Kols, 1821. 
Mutiny of the 47th N. 1. at Barrackpur 2nd November 1824. A small 
detachment in the Panjab or second Sikh war, 1849. A detachment of 
ico men was employed inthe Santhal Rebellion of 1853, On their retum 
they were conveyed from Raniganj to Calcutta by rail, this being the first 
occasion on which railways in India were used for the conveyance of 
troops. Disarmament of foth and gqth N.L at Barrackpur, 1857. 
During the mutiny the men of the Body Guard were themselves disarmed 
and did duty without arms. Ip the third Burmese War a emall detachment 
accompanied Lord Dofferin to Mandalai in February 1886. 

The Body Guard has naturally taken part in all. occasions of high 
ceremonial presided over by the Governor-General, Among such we may 
mention Lard William Bentinck’s meeting with Ranjit Singh at Ropar on 
2and October 1831; Lord Lyttoti’s darhar at which the Queen was pro- 
claimed Empress of India ; Lord Dufferin's reception of the Amir at Raw 
Pindi in March 1885, and Lord Curzon’s Deihidarfar in 1902, Jama 
Abdul Karim was one of the Native Officers deputed to the Diamond Jubilee 
in 1897; Jamadar Kehar Singh, with eight rank and fle, to the coronation 
in 1902. , 

The general plan of the book is ay follows. The first 177 pages are 
occupied by the history of the corps: “Then follow sixteen Appendices, (1) 
War services. (2) Strength and class composition from time ta time (3) 
Note on original European Body Guard, (4) List of British officers who 
have served in the corps, (§) Nominal rofl of British officers for each year, 
(6,7,8.) Biographical notices of British combatant Officers, Medical Officers, 
and Veterinary Surgeons. (9) Notes on European. Riding masters and 
Non-commissioned Officers, (10) Notes on Native Officers, (11) Ballyganj 
cantonment. (12) Debra Dun Estate, (13) Arms and equipment, (14) 
Uniform, Native ranks. (15) Dress, British Officers, (16) General orders and 
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letters relating to the corps, from 1774 to 1596 A glossary, bibliography, 
and index complete the work. There are:five splemdid coloured plates, and 
two maps, three halftone plates, and ten portraits of distinguished officers 
who have served tn the corps. 

Among the best known officers who have served in the Body Guard 
may be mentioned the following, the dates being these of their attachment 
to the corps :—Brigadier-General W. R. Birdwood (1893-1898); Field Marshal 
Sir Neville Chamberlain (1843-44, Maharajpur); General Sir John Doveton, 
of the Madras Army; (1802-05); General Sir R. C. Low (1855- 56) ; Brigadier 
General William Mayne, (1844); Colonel T. Rattray (1855); and General 
Repo peas (1844-96, severely wounded at Mudki). Of Medical Officers, 

ition ey, first Principal of Calcutta Medical College (1830); 
7 H Brett (1836:1841); FE. Campbell (1845-1554, Sutlej] campaign, present 
at all four actionsj: and Sir James Ronald Martin (1821-1829, first Burmese 
War). 

Three specially interesting biographies are those of Anthony Angelo 
Malevolti Tremanondo, Riding master, 1730-1785 ; the Chevalier Antoine de I’ 
Etany, Veterinary Surgeon, 1802-1805, and Risaldar Usof Ali Beg, appointed 
Native Commandant in 1779, at the mature age of mag, surely the youngest 
officer who ever held such an appotntment. This premature commission was 
give) as a reward for the services of his father, Abdulla Beg, who was Native 
Commandant from the time the regiment was raised, in 1773, Hil his death 
in 1779. Usuf Ali Beg was also granted an extra allowance of Rs. 300 a 
month, of which one half was to provide maintenance for his father's wives 
and daughters, He held the post for over thirty years, till his death in 
November 1810; but his office must have been nominal for the first eight or 
ten years. 

The compilation of this work bas evidently been @ labour of love 
deserving, we consider, of high praise. The price, Rs, 28 ts high, but 
probably insufficient to cover the cost of publication. The general get 
up is excellent, the paper and print of the best quality, and the coloured 
plates are beantiful, We have noticed only one misprint in the body of 
the work, an obvious misprint of 1823 for 1843, at the foot of page t21, The 
rank of Major G, Banister, on pages 223, 224, should be Surgeon-Major, not 
Major. The title of Lord Amherst is misspelt Amburst in the Index. 


D, G, CRAWFORD, 
Lieut-Cel, LMS. 
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THE THACKERAY COMMEMORATION, 


eee AST summer it was suggested that the approach of the 
Se) hundredth anniversary of the birth, in Calcutta’ on the 
ioth July 1811, of William Makepeace Thackeray, made it 
desirable that steps should be taken to commemorate that 
fact in some suitable manner. A Committee, which includes 
ihe Courcil of the Calcutta Historical Society, and consists 
of the eaten whose names are printed above, was accordingly formed to 
decide how the project should be carried out. The Committee has met three 
times, on the 26th October 1910, 23rd December 1910, and the 13th January 
1gTt, and after careful deliberation have decided that ;— 

“Mr, Leonard Jennings, lately sculptor to the Government of India, be 
“eommissioned to execute in white marble, a bust of Thackeray at Mature 
* Age, and, if sufficient funds are available, that a replica in white marble of 
” Deville’s bust of Thackeray asa boy, he obtained.” 

A circular will accordingly be issued forthwith asking for subscriptions 
and also asking subscribers to say whether, supposing only the adult bust, 
which is already ordered, iz to be had, they consider that it should be placed In 
St John’s Church or the Victoria Memorial Hall, and supposing we can afford 
both busts, which should be placed in the Victoria Hall and which in St. John's 
Church, 

The President of the Committee is the Hon'ble Sir Lawrence Jenkins, 
Kt, K.C.LE,, the Secretary, the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Stephen, and the 
Treasurer Mr, J. C. Mitchell, 

Readers of Bengal: Past and Presené will greatly assist the Committee 
if they will sumpest to the Secretary, persons to whom the circulars could 
usefully be sent. Arrangements will, it is hoped, be made for the issue 
of cireilars in England and the United States. 








—— Reviews. 


DAK DICTA: A SELECTION OF VERSES WRITTEN IN 
CALCUTTA 1904-1910. BY WILMOT CORFIELD, 
CALCUTTA: THACKER, SPINK & CO. 

SS many of the verses which make up this pleasant volume 

y have appeared in BENGAL: PasT AND PRESENT, It would 
Ay? be bot praising our own wares to review them in this place 
and we must restrict ourselves to recommending the boak 

His ¥) to our readers. Mr. Corfield has a fine sense of the 
— Sw picturesque in Anglo-Bengal history, and mustery of the 
language appropriate to his subject. The lines on Murshedabad seem to us. 
to have exactly caught the sentiment of "the crumbled courts of Murshed.” 
Mr, Corfield, it must be admitted, is far too fond of some old historical 
myths, and he stretches the poet's license rather far when. he suggests that 
Jeb Charnock may perhaps have listened to the preaching of John Bunyan, 
which seems to have commenced about the time Calcutta’s founder arrived 
in Bengal. It is on record that Job arrived with cavalier locks floating over 
his shoulders, and that his head was shorn as a concession to the prejudices 
of the “ Moors." We do not for one moment incline to the suggestion that 
old Job ever entertained a tender regard for Puritans or Puritanism, Perhaps 
Mr. Corfield will at some time conjure up the cavalier Job Charnock, haunted 
at times by a devotion to lost causes and impossible loyalties, but above 
all a clear-sighted Yorkshire mian, We commend Dak Dicts most heartily. 
Mr, Corfield has been treasurer of the Calcutta. Historical Society since Its 
first formation and has done yeoman's service in the cause we have at heart. 
In bidding him farewell on the occasion of his retirement from India, we con- 
sole ourselves with the reflection that there will be plenty of work for him to 
do for us in the home land and we look to likin to (Hustrate the maxim of his 
favourite Horace—Colum non ianimeent wiutant gui trans mare currunt. 

W. K. F. 











THE ENGLISH FACTORIES IN INDIA, 16350-1633, A CALENDAR 
OF DOCUMENTS IN THE INDIA OFFICE. BOMBAY RECORD 
OFFICE, eve, BY WILLIAM FOSTER, OXFORD, 
AT THE CLARENDON PRESS, toto, 
| he: this new addition of what promises well to be a serics of stately volumes, 
- Mr, Foster carries his calendar on to the time of the arrival of the first 
English Factors in the Bay—to the date at which the Jate © R. Wilson 
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commenced his Early Annals of the English in Bengal, Interesting as the 
former volumes of Mr, Foster's work have been, yet every new volume 
will gain in interest for members of our Society, for each Volume will bring 
us closer to the days of Job Charnock, The capture of Hughil from 
the Portuguese in June 1632 was the event which invited the English to 
crawl further northward, On i7th July,a year later, we find Thomas Colley 
at Hariharpor, atown in the delta of the Mahanadi, writing to Ralph Cartwright 
at Balasore, “ lammenting™ that the Portuguese have got back into favour with 
Shawghan (Shah Jehan), and that “oor exapecttation of Hugli Is frusstrayt, 
and [ fear likewise Pippoly will n[ot by] us be obtainened, beeing an ancient 
randyooes of the[irs." A most picturesque account of the first visit of the 
English to Orissa will be found in William Burton's Mews from the East Indies: 

or a Voyape to Bengalla, from which Dr. Wilson quoted at length in the first 
volume of his Zarly Annals. With the bright energetic letters of these early 
pioneers is contrasted their sudden deaths. A portrait of William Feilding, 
Earl of Denbigh, forms a frontispiece to the volume, and we have some lights 
on his journey to the Moghul in 1631. Those who are interested in the 
subject of famines in India will, of course; find much here concerning the 
terrible visitation of r6z0. Mr, Foster's introduction and footnotes afford, as 
‘usual, a-wealth of rare knowledge. A-word of commendation is due on 
account of the most helpful index. Indeed the indices to Mr. Foster's 
volumes are so good that we feel sure that no one but Mr, Foster himself can 
have compiled them. We understand that the next volume in this series 
will bring the histery on to 1636, f¢, to the date of the expulsion of the 
Portuguese from Hijii, We are afraid that these volumes are too little 
known to folle in Bengal, and we trust that this far too brief notice will at 
least serve to induce those of us who can afford to keep a library to add to it 
the Anglish Factories in India. 








W. EK. F-. 
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gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks” To 
Malta, however, it is «aid there comes once In every year 
4 “fishing fleet” of fair maidens in search of husbands. 
The reader will remember a novel of Miss Johnston's 
al c= which begins with a picture of a bevy of young’ engush 
virlé ccunaied to America for literal purchase by the matrimonially inclined. 
Was Calcutta ever so privileged? I recollect in my first days in Calcutta a 
friend who was explaining to me the antiquities of St. John's Church, 
pointed with pride tothe portico, saying * Just fancy! There, on a Sunday 
morning a hundred years ago, would be arrayed groups of pretty girls brought 
out from England to be married to rich and probably aged civilians, whom 
they had never seen before or perhaps not even heard of," I must confess 
that [ had then a difficulty in believing In those famous “fishing fieets,” 
and now, after the careful study of the Marriage Registers for nearly the whole 
of the T8th century, my sceptism has been on the increase. Yet, it cannot be 
doubted that in days gone by what is to-day achieved by diplomacy was 
then sought ina blunter and more direct fashion. One remembers the offers 
Sir Mathew Miles makes in Foote's comedy, the Nafod, to the genteel but 
impecunious Sir Thomas and Lady Oldham for the hand of their eldest 
daughter. “And that the principals may have no cares for the younger 
parts of their family, Sir Miles, will, at his own expense, transport the two 
young ladies, Miss Oldham's sisters, to Madras or Calcutta, and there procure 


them suitable husbands." J. H. Reynolds (1796-1852), a friend of Keats 
wrote :— 








“Go where the water glideth gently ever, 
Giiteth by meadows that the greenest be. 
Go liken to our own belored rived, 
And think of me.” 


And this his affectionate brother-in-law, Tom Hood, parodied — 


"Go -where the maiden on a marriage plan goes, 
Conslgredd for wre fii Fo Cutemta’s gway, 
Where wemaw gus for man, the emué as avan pars, 
And think of me 
Is there anything in the “ fishing Aeet " tradition afterall? Does not Thacke- 
ray in Vanity Farr tells how Mrs, Hardyman “had had out her thirteen sisters, 
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daughters of'a country curate, the Rev, Felix Rabitts, and married eleven of 
them, seven high up in the service ", | 





. 


As a side light on this question, 1 am emboidened to make a lengthy 
quotation from Vol. V, of H. D, Sandeman'a Selcetions from the Calcutta 


Garette, To those interested in Afartly House “the dear Maria” will be 
rf _ il in a 


Mu, Eprror,—Your correspondent, A Sardefor, in the last number of the Anpontory 

quotes an advertisement, if I recollect rightly (for [ have aot the article before me), from 
the AMudras fowrnal, which is entitled —" A raffte for ladies ;" and which announces, that an 
i ¢ertain day a number of females, recently itnrported, would be put tuto @ sort of lomery; 
the iiost fortunate holders, | suppose, being allowed their choice out of the collection, and 
the Owners of the lesoer prites being obliged intake up with the leavings. Whether any 
of the tickets of thiy lottery or reife were divided and shared, we do not learn; bor if they 
were, it Is difficult to see how the matier could be adjusted: for suppose one female ‘to fall 
to the lot of two, three, or four gentlemen, ih what way could the business be settled, 
unless the geotlemen again threw wong themenlved for the lucky chance, or uoless they 
consented to stated periods of peaseision, eich, If the practice of ralfitg be allowed at atl, 
is not impossible, Your correspondent, towever, admits, that he doubts whether the. 
whole advertisernent be intended to be taken in juke or in earnest; and be requires some 
nformation wpon that particular aibject, which Ido unt pretend to be able to supply, 
never having been in India myself, aad fortunately never having hada female relation 
who went there upon a epeculiiion like thal to which he refers: T should have 
thought, that from his matden aunt, of whom he speake ai baving tred ber fortune 
there and failed, ie might have obtained some curious intelligence, that wonld have 
thrown @ Tittle fight upon. a sublect, jw which ot are Rept in comparative darkness. 
This obscurity and secrecy he properly hints, arises from an unwillingness in the 
females to talk upan such unpleasant subject, of to sommunicule any Information ‘ast 
not prepared to eapply any Information tegarding the custom of rafiiing for females at 
Madras, | have it ta my power, through a channel:t will presently aame, to give a faithful 
accomt of the mode in which matters of (hiv kind were formerly arringed at Calcutta. 

You are. no doubt aware, that, from ihe different systems of Government now 
prewailing ia oor Ladian possessions, aod from various other causes to which T need oot 
ailuvte, mach fewer fortunes art now made there ah about twenty, or evel ten years 3g0 
whee the larger number of mate adventares, who went out le the lntereit of some great 
man or family, obtained petty Governarente of States, snd ruled ovr thet jtst-ae best 
mmited their own views aud-purposes, go that i! the Governor walled to obtuin @ large 
fortune rapidly tand you muy readily believe det very few did oot enteriain thie desire), 
they only had to lay donble taxes on their miserable dubjects, who were without appeal to 
any higher tribunal, and were therefore compelied to pay. This condition of affairy is “er 
completely ‘altered, 1 am happy to say: bot with it hay been introduced an alteration of 
setioax importance to the fair sex; eis. that those gentlemen who go out to India single, are 
often obliged to remain a0, at least for # great nomber of years, and there |s a Jala Ni 
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much less demand for females than formerly. "This, | know, isa melancholy piece of mfor- 
mation for ladies of a certain age in this country, but all recent advices concur in represent: 
ing ites true. i 

It ta the circomstance that seems to me to render it prohuble, that the advertisement 
mserted by 4 Bachelor, in his Ieter, is a genuine and serious proposal, aod is a new: 
expedient resorted to by a wumber of ladies in despair, afler walting long and vainly for 
offers from those who really are oot Is a condition to marry them. Whether marriage 
were to be the consequence of obtaining & prise in this lottery or raffle, or whether that 
point were lef! to the discretion and choice of the parties withing, is 4 goestion it seems 
material to decide, with & view to the moral part of the subject, which has properly been 
noticed by your correspondent, 

But, Mr. Editor, it is not a little singular, though in no inconsidéemble degree offensive 
10 our old fashioned notions of propriety, to serve the mode in which tadies, some of rank 
and education, were a lew yeurs ago accustomed to dispose of themeelves at Calcutta, and 
| apprehend at Madras and Bombay, This will be ascertained from the following extract 
of a letter from a young female, eho, in ignorance of the prevailing practice, and baving 
neither fortabe nor friends in this country, and anly beauty and a good understanding to 
recommend her, was indaced to go out in one of the fleets to the Indies. | apprebend that 
it gives but to0 true @ picture of what was the real stave of things, und we cannot rejoice too 
much that the wecessity af the case at last kas produced some alteration dor the better. 
I quote the particulars of her letter ia her own words, omitting some of the prefatory 
parts that relite merely to her private affairs, and to her few and poor connectiona in 
England. tt was addressed ty hiner cousin, who had desired her to tell her the reault of her 
‘adventures, and to give her advice, whether it would be fit for her to try this «ame 

“My Deangs? MAkiA, 

* * © * “With respect to your request, that | should tell you plainly what | think 
of these matrimonial schemes (for such they are, Jet people disguise them ao they will), t 
ever can imipress upon you too strongly the folly and impropriety of your making auch an 
attempt. Certainly, the very project itself is one of the ctmpat tndelicacy ; for whut be je 
but running counter to all the distates of rhut di fidence and native modesty for which 
Englishwomen have been sojong held up as the perfect modeli? Let me compere you 
te lay aside all thoughts of the kind, and rather live single in your own country upoe the 
poored! pittance you\can obtain by your art or industry, than do as | have done—an action 
which ! shall repent to the last hour of my life | 

“True it is Lom married; | have obtained that for which I came ont to India—a 
husband ; but | have lost what { left behind me in my mative country Appi Yet my 
husband js tich, at rich, or richer, than t could desice ; but his health ia ruined, us well 
a4 his temper, and he has taken me rather asa convenience thun as 4 companion ; and he 
Plays the tyrant over me with as much severity as Hf | were one of the slaves that 
carry his palanquin. 1 will just give youahasty sketch of the manner in which 1 came 
by him, What a state of things is that, where the happiness of a wife depends cpan 
the death of that man who should be the chiel, por the couly source cf hes felicity | 
However, such js the fact in Indian; the wives are lsoking aut with gratitude fer 
the next mortality that may carry off ihe hosbinds jp order that ihey imay return to 
Eogtand ©, live upan their joimtures; they live ao muasried life, an absolute misery, that 
Whey tay enjoy a widowhood of affluence und Independence, Tha i@ po t2aggerati 
| aspure you, | 
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You koow ihat independent of others, there were thirty of os femates on board the 
Hi,——who sailed upon the same speculation : we were of all ages, complexions, antl sizes, 
with little or nothing in common, but that we were single, and wished tp get married. Some 
were absolutely old maids of the shrivelled and dry descriptions, moti of them above the 
age of Gfty ; while others were mere girls, just freed from the tyranny of the dancing, mesic, 
and drawing masters at boarding school, ignorant of almost everything that was useful, 
and educated merely to cover the sarface of their mental deformity. [ promise you, to me 
it was no sight penance to be exposed during the whole voyage to the half sneering, satirical 
looks of the mates and Guinea pigs,* and it would have been intolerable, but for the good 
conduct and politeness of Captain S——. He was a man of most gentlemanly deportment, 
but the tavoluntery compassion | fancied | sometimes discovered in him was extremely 
irksome However, we will suppose our voyage ended, for nothing at all material happened 
and that we are now safely landed at Calcutta, | 

“ This place hat many houses of entertainment of all descriptions, and the gaiety that 
prevails afver the arnval of a fieet from England is astonishing. The town |s filled with 
Military and Civil Officers of all classes ; and the first thing done sifter we have recovered 
our loolks, is for the Captainy to give an entertainment, to which they lsene general invitations 
and everybody, with the look and attendance of a gentleman, is at liberty to make his 
dippesrance. The speculative ladies who have come out in the different ships, dress them- 
selves with ail the splendour they can assume, exhausting apon finery all the litle steck of 
money they have brought out with them from Europe, This in truth is their last, of nearly 
thelr last stake, and they are all determined to look and dance as divinely as possible. 

“ Such are the majority of the tadies ; while the gentlemen are principally composed of 
those who have for some time resided in the country, and having realired fortunes, are 
determined to obtain wives with as little delay as possible, They are, os f have said, of all 
ranks, but generally of pate and squalid complexions, and suffering under the grievous 
infliction of liver complaints. A pretty prospect this for matrimonial happiness! Not a fw 
are old and infirm, leaning upon sticks and crutches, and even supported about the spart- 
ment by their gorgeously dressed servants, for a display of all kind of splendour on their 
part ie no Jess attempted and accomplished, ‘These old, decrepii gentlemen address them- 

selves to the youngest and prewes;, and the youngest and prettiest, if properly instructed in 
their parts, betray no sort of coyness or reluctance. In fact; this ia the mode ia which 
matches are generally made; and if now and then one happy couple come together, 
thousands are martied with no hope of comfort, and with a prospect merely of splendid 
misery. Generally speaking, in India, the officers make the beat husbands, for they are 
frequently young and oninjured by the climate, and are the best disposed to attend to 
the wishes of their wives, 

“This is called the Captali's * Ball, and most frequently the greater part of the expectant 
jadies are disposed of there ; it ia really cariows, but most melancholy, to see them ranged 
round the reo, walting with the atmos? anxiety for offers, and looking with envy upon all 

“If however, as is sometimes the case, a considerable number renin om hand, after 
the lapse of about three months, they unite in giving an entertamment at their own expense, 
to which all geatlemen are at liberty to go; and if they fail in this derater retort—this 
forlorn hope, they rust give up the attempt, and return to England.” | 

« . a) . . * . 
i 


midshipman on board /watamen are called. ' 
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_ Probably a nephew of Dame Martha Orme of the: epitaph and a 


Probably, Mx. Editar, dia pls sank Fa cnomnanine eae in aes redica- 
ment ; + the baited her hoale twice but faited to eateh any fink ‘Be thin anit may, J think’that 
the abowe' ‘Quotation ¢upplles sonve anmaing, though at the same time racher painful, 

paricalars segutding the syatem thar Wyed lode pursued in tndla, by sdvenmrous females ; 
se imebe in eee e correspondent, Auchwtér, and. should any other 
facts come to my knowledge from the same source, wil not fail to send them. to. you 


for insertion, _ ra ss 
"Yours Most, Obediently,. 
N.S. B 





AMONG the tablets which lave chan bullt tite the ste 
Mausolesm there is one in solemn Ustin— 


Hic in ape beatudiniy Chret! recombent 
Cineres Domine MARTIAL ORME 
Viduas Reverendo Roberto Orme, decezso, 
Sanctinate é m Deum ef benigniate in omnes 
Pracciara fut. 
Spititum agebat supremum 1V dle Februnrii, ° 
Anno Redemption/a MICCRXXV, Aetatn anne. 
EXT 
Hie etiam roquieetivat comers 
Dominae Louisae Theresar Meredith, Filies 
prandictae Marthae e: Robert| Crme, Felicisaime 
hupta fa) Jacobo Meredith, lujas loci 
Menlae, cu) semper in ommibee hujwe vitae 
actionibus canisaimtea fur Pieiute et aanctitute 
‘heate matria prandite fait, bone sun. 
indoles singularieque benigninatie 
THM Ura CRataQue mente juncis, 
Gratam Onmibin Reddldesunt 
Supremiin Obit XII dike Septembris 
Anno Christi MDCCKLI Astatix suse SEVI11. 

It would bea natural act of piety on the part a Calcutta Historical Society 
to trace the history of any members of the family of the distin lished: 
historian Robert Orine. The historian, as we know, was the son of 
Surgeon Alexander Orme, and was born at Anjenge (the birth place 
“i 4744 of Elizabeth Sclater afterwards the nator us Mrs, Draper) on 

mas day 1728 [a 1742, after his education at Harrow, the future histo 
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| Sieed tate in Caleutta, and very shortly. alter entered the: East India. 


Company's Service, and went off to the Madras Pr 





1G ancy. He Wags 





of Louisa Teresa Orme. The St: Anne's Burial Registers show the inte ress nt 
of Mrs. Martha Orme on 4th February 1735-6, and in. the previous May (the: 
8th) of Mr. Edgerton Orme, and on roth April 1736-7; Mr. Alexander 
Orme, A atnetion Orme was buried on 17th October and Mrs, Eleanor 
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Orme on 4rd ecembel 1734." Miss Louisa Teresa Orme, being aged 
twenty-seven at the time of het death in 1741, would have been about 
twenty-two years old when her mother died. The Mrriage Registers 
show :— 

9736. May 2—Mr, John Searle and Mrs, Louisa Maria Theresa Orme. 
Searle's name appears on the Register of Burials on date 6th: October 
following. On sth December 1736, the widow married Mr, James Meredith 
who ts mentioned In herepitaph. [t may be conjectured that the Miss Margaret 


‘Teresa Orme, who, on 12th October £736, married Captain John’) Lloyd was 


a cousin or sister of Mary Theresa Orme. What a rapid succession of 


‘marriages and deaths in a single family! Mary Theresa Meredith died 


rath September 1741, and on 21st December Meredith married Mra. Mary 
Shepherd, Here is a tangle 
Mary... marries Paul Graton, a French refugee, 

17th October 6—Mary Graton marries John Cassells (or Cassels) a 
Pilet who died znd August 1724-5. 

1726, August >—She marries Major. Richard Hunt (died, buried 
2nd Janiary 1731). 

4734. November -—She marries Captain Andrew Shepherd (baried 
1st Angust 1742) 


1742, December 21—She marries James Meredith, an attomey of the 


Mayor's Court. 
On 26th February 1750-1, the name “Mex Mary Meredith, Inhabitant” 
appears on the Burial Register, 





IN an article which appears in the Stefan of 23rd July lL endeavoured 
to trace the matrimonial career of @ Mrs. Elizabeth Fisher, but | had not 
the St. Armne's Burial Register before me at the time, and [ think T have 
probably corifissed two different persons, Here is the tangle— 

1716, A Mrs, Elizabeth Fisher came out on the Prince Frederick to 
go “to ber father, Thos. Morris, one of the Company's pylots in Bengal." 

i716, November 6.—Richard Bass to Elizabeth Fisher. 

1726. February 5—Mr, Edward Pomfret to Mrs, Elizabeth Bass. 

1726. September r8.—Captain Robert Milne to Mrs. Elizabeth Fisher. 

i749, Janvary 19¢—Peter Noke, Esq, to Mrs. Elizabeth Fisher, widow, 
In the way of identifying these Elizabeths with one person there stands the 
entry in the Burial Register "1727, January 16, Mrs. Elizabeth Pomfret” 





* Also Witla Orne, Matiner. Batied roth September 1735. Sie Salad COE RE PIES 
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In Vol. lil. of Wihon's Anand Compublished) I find the will of Richard Ram, Mariner, After making: 
certain benefactions, be bequeathes the remainder of bis estate to hin beloved wile Elisabeth Base “+ ip 
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The successive marriages of the Begum Johnson are lmown to all who 
read books of Calcutta history. Mrs. Downes has a fairly lengthy record — 
1, Date dnknown marries Captain Edward Rigby. 
2 Married Captain Thomas Garland, tqth July +731: 
3- Married Captain Andrew Glen (buried 3rd August) 31st Decem- 
| ber 1753. 
4. Married Captain Robert Leonard (died 15th April 1748) 16th. 
September 1747, 
5. Married Captain David Clayton (died aoth January 1736) 31st. 
July 1749 
6. Married Mr. Downes 2nd September 1760, 
The Burial Register shows us “1765, November 23, 1765, Mrs, Downes " 
and this may refer to the lady who had ot least six husbands in suceession. 








Before me lies an exceedingly statirical pamphlet entitied 4 Vindiertion 
of General Richard Smith, Ciiairman of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, ctc., London, 1723. | take it that the author is Captain Joseph 
Price. In it I find what is perhaps the carliest version of a famous story. 

“When Mr. Orme held the office of Export Warchouse-keeper to the East 
India Company at Madras, he was remarkable for keeping the young men 
in the service ata sufficient distance, It happened that one Mr. Dayison 
acted under him in his office, in whose blunt John Bull manners there 
appeared something odd and diverting. The former had condescended to 
invite the latter to breakfast with him, in the course of which, he asked Davi- 
son of what profession his father was? ‘A sadler, sir," replied the. other. 
‘ A sadier!' repeated the historian, with some degree of surprise ; ‘why did he 
not breed you up a sadler?* ‘Why sir,’ says Davison, I was always a whimsical 
boy, and rather chose to try my fortunes, as you have done, in the East India 
Company's service, But pray sir, continued he, ‘what profession was your 
father of ?' 'My father, sir, answered Mr, Orme sharply, ‘was a gentleman.’ 
‘A gentleman humph—Pray, sir, be so good as to inform me, why he did not 
breed you up a gentleman?" The retort is new and good, and I think worth 
preserving.” (pp. 9—IO). 





iw another pamphlet by the same writer, tle Sadale pus on the Right 
Fforse, or an Inguiry into the Reason why certain Persons have deen denominated 


cae uhe should have no child of his body, and in case 8 child uhould be bore ome-thin! af the estate te 
the child.* The Burial Register records : 

c7tS-19. April 2: Thomas Baas Infant. 

718-19. August goth. Me. Richard Basa, Mariner 
The will of Thomas Morris, Elizabeth Ficher’s father, comes just before this, bet Efienbeili ia not 
wentioged ba it. 
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Nabobs than arrangement of these Gentlemen into their proper classes, London, 
1793, thete are some scathing remarks on the subject of Colonel Dow's History 
‘of Hindoostan. Here it is asserted that Bolts was encouraged “in his 
infamous publications” by “the Minister of the Day " in‘ordér to facilitate the 
scheme of claiming the territory held by the East India Company fer the 
Crown, and by way of proof we are referred to Edmund Burke's Observation 
on the Late state of the Nation, \t is clear that Captain Price viewed Orme 
with suspicion as the friend of General Richard Smith (“the cheesemonger's 
son"), and Dow as the author of gratuitous scandal about the English in India 
and the imitator of Bolts. 


I fEG to quote at length a bricf article by Mr, McMinn which appeared 
in the Statesman of a7th September last. [t will be read with greater interest 
in connection with the rumour that Mr.S.C. Hill, the Author of Bepgal in 
1736-7, is now at work on the Orme MSS. 

Losr CHarTers or Opnme’s History. 

MARY years ago | argued with a London book seller that @ copy of “Orme's Millary 
Transactions of the Briush Nation im Indestan’’ must be mcompleie because the third 
volume ends with the followmg:— _ 

“Col, Coote embarked on the r3thof March 76) and with him our marrative returns 
vo the affairs of Bengal.” 

My friend agreed with me, and ft bought the get cheupas a volume must be mi 
Hut that one | have never found, though often sooght for, Orme published his last aa 
quarto ending with the shove sentence in 1778 He brought ont other editions of his history, 
be had become historiographer to the Company on a handsome galary, which he continued 
to drow till bis death in t301, For twenty-three years then his. chronicle remained cut 
short, promise of completion unfulfilled, while he piled op the great Orme collection of 

manuscripts. Still more curious, im 1782, be brought out “ Historical Fragments,” That 
coke cited abrupdy, just as he had done four yeurs before, as follows : “ Hut our natrative 
mist now resume, os well as it can, the Enghah concerns In the Empire from the end of 
1655." 

He never took up this broken thread either. He toiled on, and though every one has 
praised his works, apparently no one read them through, for no one has noticed that be left 
unfinished both the books he published, dropped his narrative, “left half told the story of 
Cambuscan bold "and collected manuscnpts. He gave us the history of sixteen years only, 
so well that Macaulay described him as “inferior to no English histonan in style and power 
of painting,” and bia narrative as most “authentoc and finely written.” Not only did he 
leave half told perhaps the most extraordinary event in the world’s history, but no 
one since has taken up tne task—ay Jeast, no one worthy of m has worn bis omaatle 
In 1782 be crept silently from the stage where he hac acted ao well, in the middle 
of the great drama, leaving no one to take his part. What was the couse? I fear it 
must be laid to the charge of Edmond Borke, who from 1765 commenced his attacks 
upon the Eust India-Company which in 1780 he had defeoded. Gurke not only attacked 
Hastings but + he denounced with ferocity, the © alaver of a mad dog “ as Thorlow said, all 
the servant of Wie Company, jock aa Orme, Colonel Dow hud also written = history of 
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india, w valuable and impartial “ork Burke coupled him with Hastings, i one of his 
most furious trades, What wonder that the gentle Orme shrank from toch a danger 
and stopped dead Sa @ historian in riz Will some one at home . ‘ 
manuscripts and God oot why he ceased from his great task, ao rably begun? The 
loss to the history of India oas been incalculatle, The missing chapters of Livy are 
mourned by the worid of letters, but every fiend of India wil) deplore still more that we 
now have to grope in dark places on which ight could have been thrren by Robert Orme 
alone. He not only chronicled the wars of England in India with indostry and dramatic 
power, but he also described the people of India, their customs and economy, thels looms 
and ploughs, their treachery, indolence, superstition. 

Wet he added: “If ever superstition produced an universal good it te im todustan 
where we see it the foundation of an universal benevolence.” Many noble and impartial 
truths are to be found in Orme, and if the fruitful tree wee blasted by the simoon. of 
Burke's denunciations, this }¢ only one more dammora heredifar of party oratory, which ia 
daily up till now doing more and. more to wreck the peace anit prosperity of India, 

Very strange too it ie that James Mill brougt out his history of India in 1818 he 
entered the Company's sétvice in t819, his son John Stoort Mill also entered the India 
Office in 1823, but from 1818 till 1873 whee the son died, neither one mor the other did 
anything to complete,—improve, oF correct the great Wul very fairy work which was the 
foundation of the fortunes of both. Ending with 1f05, it remained a mere form. 

{4 1 may draw amoral, officialium is as deadly an enemy to the ‘historical spirit, as 


platform oratory. 








C. McMinn. 


Ix connection with the publication of the Registers of Baptisms, 
Marriages, and Burials belonging to St. John's Chureh, Calcutta, the following 
letter extracted from the District Records of Rungpore will be of some 


interest :-— 


To Messes, BR. JoHNse” AND E- Hay. wath fume 7747 
GENTLEME®, 


I have received a letter from the Bourd of Revenue directing me to transmit to you 
correct. notes of all marriages oF ‘burials at which | have either officiated or bean present 
ln consequence of which I have the hooour to inform you that | have never since I 
came to india been present 4 elthese of these ceremonies out of Calcutta, excepting on 
the late occasion at this place when Mr, Collins, the Surgeon, officiated ai the interment 
of Lieutenant James Roach, who died bere on the 2/41 April last, aged about 33 years of age 

As t conceive that your object in applying for the above information is to render « 
Register of the new Church as complete as posalble, the following notes may prove accep. 
table, though they are not so correct us | could have wished. 

Lid of Burials and Marriage within the District of Rungpore from the year 1774 fo 
the cam June TST. | 

Mir. Grosse, Buried in April i771 at Rungpore 

Captain Thomas, Bucled jp December 1772 at Rungpore 

Mr Willianm Buried in May Mahatsiencanhe 3 

Mr. Biggor. Buried |n- vou Jugyege 
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Mr. DeManlio. Buried in June 1752 at Rong pore. 
Daniel Rawsh to Miss mayo tartied October 1782 a1 Rungpore. 
Mr Taylor, Hurried 1783 at Coryganj. 
Mz. Phillp Broughton Buried gth August 1784 at * Rung pore. 
Joha Eckber, Borried August 1784 at Rungpore 
A Servant of Mr. James Christies, name unknown, Buried October 1784 ai 
Rungpere. 
James Roach. Barled eet April 1787 af Rumgpore 
| shall, in future, do myself the honour of communicating 19 you such marriages and 
burials as may happen within the Districts under my charge. 
I am, 
Da¥Y Han? McDowall, 
Callestor. 








Mea. WILLIAM [RVINE has been so kind to say of my “ Leaves” in the 
April Number last “you make a considerable cantribution to our knowledge 
of Henry Verelst’s Indian career.” 1 may say that | have been exerting my 
utmost endeavours to throw further light on that subject, but with scanty and 
perhaps with no success at all. One would like to know more about Verelst's 
‘expedition to Cachar. {0 the chapter on Manipur, Mr. E. A, Gait in his 
History of ( Assamt p. 265), writes: “Tn 1735, and again in 1758, the country 
‘was over-ran by the Burmese, and part of it was permanently annexed by them, 
In "762, a teaty was negoctated by Jat Singh, the Manipur king, with the 
British Government whereby the latter undertook to assist in the recovery of 
the lost provinces ; and in January 1763, contingent of British troops tinder 
Mr. Verelst left Chittagong. They reached Khaspur near Badurpur in April, 
but suffered so much from the continuous rain and from disease that they fell 
back to Jaynagar, on the left of the Barak, whence they were eventually 
recalled." Are the records relative to this expedition in existence, and if so 
where are they to be found? “On the supposition that a journal of Verelst’s 
expedition might be preserved among the records of the: India Office, 1 
made Inquiries of Mr, William Foster, but [am fnformed by him that no 
records of the journey are to found at Whitehall, There are, however, on 
the Indian Office Consuitations of 1762 — 

ioth September. Copy of a letter from Mr. Henry Verelst to the 

President regarding the pretensions of the Meckley [i¢, the Manipur] 
Raja, Pages 224-225. 

 tath de. Copy of articles of alllance proposed by Hurry Dass Gossein 

on bebalf of Joy Sing, Rajat of Meckley to Mr, Henry Verelst, Chief and 
of Chittagong. 
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Sir H. J. S. Cotton (Revenue History of Chittagong p. 10) writes: "From 
indirect sources of information it appears that Mr, Verelst remained at 
Chittagong, with casual leave of absence only, up to the end of 1764." 

The other matter in regard to Verelst is his Revenue Survey of the 
Calcutta Zemindary in 1767 which, Grant says was "found on the completest 
most authentic hustabood investigation ever executed in Bengal,” Of this 
important measure | can find no further record than a letter from H. Verelst, 
dated April 29, 1767, which is given in Long's Selections, (No. 946]. 








THE following are a rather interesting extract relating to Calcutta 
Buildings’ They are extracted from “ Asiatic Intelligence—Calcutta, March 
1839" in Vol, XXVIII. New Series of the Astatic Journal 

(1) Government contemplates the stupendous undertaking of a bridye acrots the 
Hoogly ; the expénse is estimated at #2 lacs of rupees, and the site fe to be above the city, 
The estimates have been prepared, or are in course of Preparation, and the work ly tw be 
entrusted 10 an engineer officer whose skill and science have rendered his ability conspicuous 
to the residents of the metropolis. ‘The bridge will be supported on cylinders, secured on 
Goats, which will be fastened eo us to resist the weather and the thies.* 

(2) Ate recent meeting presided by the Lord Bishop, as to the locality to be assigned 
to the statue of Bishop Heber, the question of greatly ¢ularging the Cathedral 
(he St John's Church. Ed, Benga’: Past and Present] came under general consideration. 
His Lordship expressed his confidence in being able to procure by private donations and 
subscription the eum of RRs, go,000 to lengthen the present aisle of the Cathedral, and 
construct at the eastern extremity a croas alsle to be occupled by sratotes, monuments, 
tabular imscriptions etc, 

(3). At a meeting of subscribers to the Metcalfe Library Buildings, it appeared that 
the amount of enbscriptions realised was Co's Ra. 10,782-83-3: when it was resolved “taht 
the Committee shall place iself in communication with the Public Library Committee, to 
esceriain whether the Public Library Society will transfer thelr vetted fonds for the 
Purpose of assisting in the erection of the Meteatt Library Building, on the terms of the 
resolution of the first public meeting held st the Town Hall, on Thoraday, the zoth Angust 
1835, and that, in event of the Public Library teeting sesenting to the above Proposition, 
application be made to Government for the necessary extent of ground on clither aide of 
and to the north of the building, whieh contains Lord Hattings’ Statue“ 








WHAT is now the portico of the Dalhousie Institute was originally 
bullt in 1824 to afford prolection to Flaxman’s statue of the Marquis of 
Hastings. It is interesting to notice that idea of turning the erection inte 
a portico of a public institution dates back to 1830 We are able to give in 
the present number a reproduction of a photograph of the site of the present 
Dalhousie Institute on the day when the foundation-stone was laid with 
full masonic honours in the presence of Str Cecil Beadon, the then Lieutenant- 


* The present Howib beige wee completed in a$74, See Taocder’s Guidé fe Caleudta P, 163, | 
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Governor of Bengal—th March 1865, This view is as interesting for the 
additions! reason that it shows us the General Post Office, copleted in 1368, 
in the course of erection. 





Iw her Blographical Introduction to the Roundabout Papers Lady 
Ritchie quotes these words of her father -—" I must tell you the truth, as I 
believe it in opposition to what | consider to be erroneous : and when | was 
going to die, as | thought | was one night, I was as easy in mind and as 
trustidl of God and as confident in His wisdom and mercy as St 
Augusting or St. Teresa, or Lady Huntingdon, or the Rev, Cassar Malan—I 
mean any Churchman high or low, and sono more about it." [tis worth while 
reminding ourselves that Salomon Casar Malan held the post of Classical 
Lecturer at Bishop's College, Calcutta, from the year 1837 to the year. 1840, 
and that he was ordained Deacon In India in 1838, Born at Geneva, 
about one year after Thackeray was born at Calcutta, Malan, when he matri- 
culated at Oxford was even more proficient in the Greek language than he 
was inthe English, and it is on record that his request to be allowed to answer 
his examination papers in Greek was disallowed by the University authorities. 
Malan’s scholarship reflected on Bishop's College the glories of her first 
Principal, William Hodge Mill, of whom Rose wrote “one of the few men, 
who, in this day, in their reading and aquirements recall to us the memory 
ofthe giants” It would be Interesting to hear how Thackerary came ta 
select Cesar Malan as a typical High Church saint 








AMONG the mysteries connected with the history of the Thackeray family 
in India there is one which might perhaps be cleared up by a reference to the 
‘Note Books of Mr. Puisne Justice Hyde at the Bar Library. Sir William 
Hunter in the Téackerayr in Judie (pp, 91-2) writes :— 

“In 1774-4 batch of elephants, for which Thackeray was the real although 
not the ostensible contractor, turned out badly. Only sixteen of sixty-four 
survived their trying march across India to Belgaum—a distance of about 3 
thousand miles, The price of the animals averaged Rs, 1,000 each, and the 
Government, having given an advance of Rs: 33,000, disputed the balance and 
ealled on Thackeray to divulge his connection with the nominal contractors, 
He refused, on the ground that if he were to do so, ‘he might, by breaking his 
promise, forfeit the character of a man of principle and bonour, and suffer in 
the opinion of his friends’, He preferred to bring the matter before a judicial 
tribunal, boldly sued the Company in the Supreme Court of Bengal, and 
obtained a decree for Rs, 29,600 (say £3,700) and costs. The Court of 
Directors resented the loss, A couple of years after Thackeray had left India - 
they made it the subject of one of the carping despatches with which they 
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rewarded the hard and faithful servies of thelr Governor-General, Warren 
Hastings. The Bengal Government, it appears, had gone carefully into the 
matter, but did not Andit possible to resist Thackeray claim in Court. Franeis 
and his partisans, as usual, turned the action of the Governor-General into 
material for a malignant charge. But there can be bot little doubt that the 
pure-handed Hastings did his best in this a3 in other cases to see justice done, 
He himself, at an earlier period, held a contract forthe supply of commissariat | 
bullocks. Hastings had thus a personal knowledge of the very class. of 
transactions in which Thackeray was engaged, and he knew perfectly what 
permissible and what was not under the system of anonymous trade when 
practised in Bengali His whole career, and especially his strict control as 
wovertior-General, made it certain that if, in the interests of the Company, 
he could have defended the suit be would have done so," 

Mr. H. Beveridge in his District of Bakargany tefers to the proceedings of 
the Dacca Provincial Council, preserved at the India Office, and notes the 
name of W. M, Thackeray as third member of the Dacca Couneil, and asks 
if this W. M, Thackeray was the fatier of the novelist! | have been tempted 
to quote what Mr, Beveridge has to say on the aubject of this transaction in 
elephants, but, on more mature consideration, | have decided to write Home 
and if possible procure copies of the documents on which Ms, Beveridge's 
note is based. It is perfectly clear from Mr, Beveridge's note that Sir 
William Hunter had not fathomed the transaction jie alludes to, and his 
appeal to the general good reputation of Warren Hastings is absurd when 
there are concrete charges of maladministration to be dealt with. Mr. 
Beveridge quotes the following passage from the Court's letter which sce’ 
to Thackeray (grandfather of the novelist) as “a man whose duplicity has 
just been manifested, who has, to use the Governor-Genoral's words, been 
convicted of having secretly obtained the farm of spies under fictitious 
letter, and persecuted for that offence,” and they say “nor are we. able to 
reconcile the Governor-General's tenderness for Mr. Thackeray's honour and 
delicacy with his own further declaration that from the above baanaction 
Mr. Thackeray had been unanimously and justly condemned.” The Sythet 
District Records throw no light on either Thackeray's alleged secret farming 
of the revenues or the transaction in regard to the elephants, for when 
Thackeray left Sylhet he took away the papers with him and deposited 
them at Dacca, where they have disappeared. Sir William Hunter's book 
represents a most incomplete inquiry tricked out by the acts of a 
Picturesque imagination and the fond beliefs of a hero’ worshiper. He in 
reality has nothing to tell us about the novelist's grandfather at Sylhet, 
and he covers over the gap hy telling us about Robert Lindsay at 
Sylhet, and, after getting thoroughly muddled sbout the dates of the 
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iia of the Thackeray sisters, he sets himeelf to invent tittle stories 
about them to sult the purpose of hiv romance. The publishers of the 
Thackevays in [adia “ remalndered" that charming bt Inaccurate book 
several years ago, and we trust that if ft ever be again republished it will , 
be after its statements have been tested by research, To those who, in . 
connection with the coming centenary, have recourse to it, caution is most | 
tarmestly recommended, Sir William Hunter's Rural Annals of Bengal . 
(1868) reached a third edition within four months of its publication—and the - 
Thackerays in India has been “remaindered!" The introduction to the Bengal 














AES. Record: was probably Sir William's best achievement, but how few of he 
us know of Ite existence | . 4 

I HAVE mentioned the Sylhet District Records, The papers from tr77 . 
to. 1790 have gone to the Presa. The editing of the Rungpore Records fs < 
now all but completed. Rungpore introduces us to. many interesting 
Collectors—Charles Purling, George Bogle (the Tibetan traveller) and Peter A 
Moore (the supporter of Sheridan and the guardian of Thackeray the 
novelist), Those who have read the vigorous autobiography of the Hon'ble -— 
Robert Lindsay in the Lives of fhe Lindsay: will anticipate the wealth , 
of interest the Sylhet Records possess, . 

_ THE gratitude of the Society to Messrs. Smith Elder and Co, for _ 7 

permission generously accorded for the reproduction of several illustrations = 
from the Biographical Edition of Thackeray's works We have the =" 
portraits of -—— ; 

1, Archdeacon and Mrs. Thackeray, William Makepeace Thackeray, the » 
Collector of Sylhet and grandfather of the novelist was thelr sixteenth and 

2. William Makepeace Thackeray, the novelist’s grandfather. It is 4! 
a mistake to speak of him as the frs# Collector of Sylhet, John Sumner, = 
who went to Sylhet in 1770.as“ Supravisor,” became the first Collector of : 
that unruly frontier district. 

3 John Harman Becher, whose daughter married Richmond Thackeray 
and was thus the novelist's mother. . ~- 

4. Richmond Thackeray, his wife, and ttle child of three years: who . 
was to become the most famous of all that distinguished family, — 

To the Hindustan Review Mr. Hari Charan Biswas has contributed an f 


interesting article on the Founder of Caleutta—Job Charnock; but he 
makes the old wearisome mistake of supposing that.there is a verse inscription 
on the tomb of “Pilot Townsend” I have gone into this matter in past 
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numbers of Benga’: Part and Present, and all! can say here is that the verses, 
which never appeared in any tomb in St, John's compound, saw Hght for the 
frst time In the Eagliskman in July 1869, and they were most probably an 
original contribution on the part of Dr. Norman Cheevers The verses are 
of no historical value whatsoever, Mr Hati Charan Biswas gives the year 
1678 as the date of the [supposed] rescue of Charnock's bride from savy. 
Katherine, Job's third daughter, died in 170] aged nineteen, and the eldest 
daughter, Mary, cannot have been born much before 1677, Mr. Biswas hints 
that Charnock built the mausoleam in his lifetime. It was most probably 
built by Job's son-in-law, Sie C. Eyre, at least four years after Job's 
While on the subject of the Charnocks, I may here offer a correction of a state. 
ment in Hyde's Parechial Aunals of Benpal,a work which almost defeats 
the powers of the most minute critic to correct. Mr, Hyde (p45) writes -— 
“The second daughter of Job, Hliraberh, survived in Calcutta, till 1753. She 
was the widow of William Bowridge, Junior Merchant, who was burried on the 
16th April 1724." The Willism Bowridge of this note was the4on, not the hus. 
band, of Charnock's second daughter. The Bengal Public Consuitations of July 
$1, 1718, show that at that date “Mrs. Elizabeth Bowridge” was "the relict 
of Mr. William Bowridge deceased,” and that her son “ William Bouridge 
was born Tuesday the 6th August, in the year of onr Lord sixteen 
hundred and ninety-five, between eight and nine of the clock at nightin this 
Town of Calcutta, which is registered and wrote by her Husband's own hand 
in the leaf of her small Bible which leaf she has by her.” In the footnote 
of P, 84, Bengal: Past and Present, Vol. I I, last line, for “1734 " please 
read " 1724." 





THE death of Mr, Walter Scott Seton-Karr, recently announced, should 
not pass unnoticed by Bengal; Past end Present, His Grant af Rethirmurckus 
Sir John Peter Grant—the Judge not the Lieutenant-Governor) was privately 
jasued, and is therefore not very well known: but the Cormoaliis in the 
“Rulers of India" series is a justly popular work, although it rather seamps 
the subject of Cornwallis’ military performances. The volumes of Sulectionr 
Trom the Calcutta Gasetier are a rich mine of information for students of 
Calcutta History, but the absence of indices reduce the value of the publica : 
tion by at least §o percent, Seton-Karr was the President of the Record 
Commission—an institution which, in the interests of historical Eecience, 
should be revived. As far as one can form a judgment the Commission 
worked on di//#tante rather than scientific lines, and as if the object of historical 
research is to provide amusing books (“curiosities” is the word Sandeman 
uses] rather than to supply the raw matter for the historian to work up 
into shape, In dealing with sources for history no one man is competent to 
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decide which documents are and which are not important. The student who 
fares for matters of personal or local history will be unfair to documents of 
first importance to the students of economic and social"history, while the 
student of institutions wil) perhaps regard the personal and private records 
as but trivial, It is, of course, true that in every collection there are a vast 
number of documents, such as receipts for money advances, covering letters, 
etc, which need only to be catalogued, but the catalogue should be adequate 
and omit neither names nor dates. A mere covering letter for instance js 
evidence that such or auch an office existed, that such or such a person held it 
at such or such a time, and that he was subordinate to or superior to such or 
such another officer. The Record authorities in England have pointed 
out to the Indian Government the danger there is ifn providing mere 
selections, and itis for this reason the Imperial Record Department has 
so far been printing press lists and not the actual records. When, however, 
the Record Commission was formed pearly half a century ago, first principles 
were not well inderstood, and even at the present day it is not Very easy to 
get folk to see that it is absolutely necessary in record publishing to deal 
with the whole collection and not merely with the papers supposed to be 
" More important." The Rev. J. Long’s Selections frome the Records of the 
Government of India was one of the fruits of the Commission. and it well 
ustrates the failure of the di/lefante method, Long’s yolume dots not 
enable us to trace the history of any single institution, person, or place, 
although it again again throws light on variows subjects’ and affords 
striking illustrations. When once “Selections” have been published, enoogh 
has been put forward to afford a pretext far abstaining from dealing with the 
records exhaustively, but not enough has been published to substantiate 
historical statements. [n regard to the Cafcwsta Gazettes It is hard to see how 
anything else could have been done but to make selections, Both Setan. 
Karr and his successor Hugh Sandeman have let much to be pleaned after 
reaping their harvest: and to them as the earliest husbandimen in these rich 
fields a debt of deep gratitude should be acknowledged. Would that thelr 

work might be continued. 
WALTER K, FrIaMincer. 




















